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Copyright Basics 1 1 Copyright Basics

What is Copyright? 1a copyright.gov/about

Limitations on the  
Information Furnished  
by the Copyright Office

1b 17

Limitations on  
Information and  
Services Provided by  
the Copyright Office

Make Sure Your  
Application Will  
be Acceptable

1c 2 Copyright Registration

Publications on Copyright 2 copyright.gov

Copyright Notice 3 3 Copyright Notice

Copyright Office Fees 4 4 Copyright Office Fees

How to Open and  
Maintain a Copyright  
Office Deposit Account

5 5
How to Open and  
Maintain a Copyright  
Office Deposit Account

Best Edition of Published  
Copyrighted Works for the 
Collections of the Library  
of Congress

7b 7B

Best Edition of Published  
Copyrighted Works for the 
Collections of the Library 
of Congress

The Effects of Not  
Sending a Timely Reply  
to Copyright Office  
Correspondence

7c 19
Deadlines for Replying  
to Copyright Office  
Correspondence

Mandatory Deposit of  
Copies or Phonorecords  
for the Library of Congress

7d 7D
Mandatory Deposit of  
Copies or Phonorecords  
for the Library of Congress

Supplementary Copyright 
Registration 8 8 Supplementary  

Registration

Works Made for Hire 9 30 Works Made for Hire
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Special Handling 10 10 Special Handling

Renewal of Copyright 15 6A Renewal of Copyright

Ideas, Methods or Systems 31 33 Works Not Protected  
by Copyright

Blank Forms and Other 
Works Not Protected by 
Copyright 

32 33 Works Not Protected  
by Copyright

Computing and  
Measuring Devices 33 33 Works Not Protected  

by Copyright

Copyright Protection  
Not Available for Names,  
Titles, or Short Phrases

34 33 Works Not Protected  
by Copyright

International Copyright  
Relations of the  
United States

38a 38A
International Copyright  
Relations of the  
United States

Copyright Claims  
in Architectural Works 41 41 Copyright Registration  

of Architectural Works

Copyright Registration  
for Musical Compositions 50 50 Copyright Registration  

for Musical Compositions

Copyright Registration  
for Sound Recordings 56 56 Copyright Registration  

for Sound Recordings

Copyright Registration 
of Musical Compositions 
and Sound Recordings

56a 56A
Copyright Registration  
of Musical Compositions
and Sound Recordings

Copyright Registration  
for Computer Programs 61 61 Copyright Registration  

of Computer Programs

Copyright Registration  
for Single Serial Issues 62 62 Copyright Registration  

of Single Serial Issues
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Group Registration  
of Newspapers and  
Newsletters on  
Form G/DN

62a 62A Group Registration  
of Newspapers

Copyright Registration  
of Secure Tests 64 64

Copyright Registration  
of Secure Tests and  
Test Items

Copyright Registration  
for Online Works 66 66

Copyright Registration  
of Websites and Website 
Content

Compulsory License for 
Making and Distributing 
Phonorecords

73 73
Compulsory License for 
Making and Distributing 
Phonorecords

How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
by Wire 

74a 74A
How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
by Wire 

How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
by ACH Credit 

74b 74B
How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
by ACH Credit 

How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
Using Pay.gov

74c 74C
How to Make Statutory
License Royalty Payments 
Using Pay.gov

Pseudonyms FL101 32 Pseudonyms

Dramatic Works: 
Choreography, 
Pantomime, and Scripts

FL119 52
Copyright Registration  
of Choreography  
and Pantomime

How to Obtain Permission M10 16A How to Obtain Permission

How to Respond to a  
Mandatory Deposit  
Notice if You Elect to  
Register Your Work

M295 7C
Responding to a  
Mandatory Deposit Notice  
by Registering Your Work

Copyright Office Fees SL4 4 Copyright Office Fees

Requesting Reconsideration 
of a Refusal to Register a 
Copyright, Mask Work, or 
Vessel Hull Claim  

SL4A 20 Requests for  
Reconsideration
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Calculating Fees for  
Recording Documents and 
Notices of Termination in 
the Copyright Office

SL4D 12A

Calculating Fees for  
Recording Documents and 
Notices of Termination in 
the Copyright Office

Copyright Office Licensing 
Division Service Fees SL4L 76 Copyright Office Licensing 

Division Service Fees

Have a Question About  
the Single Application? SL4S 11 Using the Single  

Application

Fill-in Forms on the  
Copyright Office Website SL8 copyright.gov/forms

Have a Question About  
Copyright Registration? SL9 copyright.gov/help/faq

Call the Copyright Office SL9A copyright.gov/help

Subscribe to NewsNet SL10A copyright.gov/newsnet

Registering a Copyright 
with the U.S. Copyright 
Office 

SL35 2 Copyright Registration

Privacy: Copyright Public 
Records SL37 18 Privacy: Copyright Public 

Records

New Circular 34 Multiple Works

New Circular 42 Copyright Registration  
of Photographs

New Circular 62C
Copyright Registration  
of Contributions  
to Periodicals

https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ62a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ62a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ64.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ64.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ64.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ66.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ66.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ66.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ73.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ73.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ73.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74b.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74b.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74b.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ74c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ32.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ52.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ52.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ52.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ16a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ07c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ07c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ07c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ04.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ20.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ20.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ12a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ12a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ12a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ12a.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ76.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ76.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ11.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ11.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/forms
http://www.copyright.gov/help/faq
http://www.copyright.gov/help
http://www.copyright.gov/newsnet
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ02.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ18.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ18.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ34.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ42.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ42.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ62c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ62c.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ62c.pdf

