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REPORT OF THE REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 193940

WasmiNaron, D. C., July 9, 1940.
Sir: The copyright business and the work of the Copyright Office
for the fiscal year July 1, 1939, to June 30, 1940, inclusive, are sum-
marized as follows:

RECEIPTS

The gross receipts during the year were $341,061.35. A balance of
$29,974.51, representing deposit accounts and unfinished business, was
on hand Julyrl 1939, making a total sum of $371,035.86 to be accounted
for. Of this amount the sum of $17,975.20 was refunded as excess
" fees or as fees for articles not registrable, leaving a net balance of
$353,060.66. The balance carried over to July 1, 1940, was $32,977.76
(representing deposit accounts and total unfinished business), leaving
fees applied during the fiscal year 193940 and paid into the Treasury,
$320,082.90.

The annual applied fees since July 1, 1897, are shown in exhibit C.
(See p. 7.) I

EXPENDITURES

The total expenditure for salaries was $274,285.43. The expenditure
for supplies, including stationery and other articles and postage on
foreign mail matter, etc., was $2,340.68. The total expenditures were,
therefore, $276,626.11. This sum, deducted from $320,082.90 fees
received and turned into the Treasury, shows $43,456.79 to the credit
of the Copyright Office on the items in question.

The total appropriation made by Congress for salaries in._ the
Copyright Office for the fiscal year 193940 as carried in the Appro-
priation Act was $284,160. As a'result of reallocations by the Civil-
Service Commission incident to the reorganization of the Copyright
Office there occurred an increase in the salaries of the personnel
amounting to $3,180, which sum was made immediately. available for
the fiscal year 1939—40.

During the period of 43 years (1897-1940) the annual copyright
business, as evidenced by the applied fees, increased over fivefold.
During these 43 years since the organization of the present Copyright
Office the copyright fees applied and paid into the Treasury have
amounted to a grand total of $6,806,649, a.nd t.he total copynght
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2 ‘ REPORT OF THE RRGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS

registrations have numbered over five millions (5,713,618). The
fees earned ($6,896,649) exceeded by $1,094,884.28 the total of sala-
ries paid during the same period ($5,801,764.72).

The large number of over 9,000,000 books, maps, musical works,
periodicals, prints, and other articles deposited during the 43
years were of substantial pecuniary value and of such a character
that the accession of most of these to the Library of Congress through
the Copyright Office effected a large saving to the purchase fund of the
Library equal in amount to their price.

COPYRIGHT ENTRIES AND FEES

The registrations for the fiscal year numbered 176,997. Of these,
127,008 were registrations for published works at $2 each; 38,168 were
registrations for unpublished works at $1 each; 1,614 were registra-
tions of photographs without certificates at $1 each. There were also
10,207 registrations of renewals at $1 each. The fees for these regis-
trations amounted to a total of $304,005.

BUMMARY OF COPYRIGHT BUBINESS

Balance on hand July 1, 1938 . _ . oo cimemcee—a- $29, 974. 51
Gross receipts July 1, 1939, to June 30, 1940 _ .. . .- vovocaaaa. 341, 061. 35
- Total to be aecounted for_ .. ___ ... 371, 035. 86
Refunded ... . e mmme————————— 17, 976, 20
Balance to be aceounted for__ . __ .. ___ . _________._.___.. 358, 080. 66
Applied as earned fees.... ..o oeoaioaaa.s $320, 082. 90
Balance carried over to July 1, 1940:
Deposit accounts__ . ___ ... ____._ $23, 369. 74
Unfinished business_. .. .__.__._.._. 9, 608. 02
—_— 32,977.76
353, 080. 66

FEEB8 FOR FISCAL YEAR

Fees for registration of published works, at $2. .. .. coueceoaen 254, 016, 00
Fees for registration of unpublished works, at $1__ ___ .. ______..___ 38, 168. 00
Fees for registration of photographs without certificates, at $1_____._ 1,614. 00
Fees for registration of renewals, at $1_ _ _____________.________.__ 10, 207. 00
Total fees for registrations made. ___. .. __ .. ______________ 304, 005. 00
Fees for certified copies of record, at $1. . ___._____. _. $1, 590. 00
Fees for recording assignments_ _ . ___ . _ ... ___ . _o_._ 10, 844. 00
Searches made and charged for at the rate of $1 for each
. hour of time consumed . . . . ______ L . __.____ 1, 854. 00
Notice of user recorded (music) . . ... __...___ 513. 00
Indexing transfers of proprietorship.... ... ... ____.__ 1, 476. 90
16, 077. 90
Total fees for the fiscal year, 1039-40___.____ . __.__________ 320, 082, 90
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ENTRIES
Number of registrations. . _ _ . __ . e aemmen 8168, 790
Number of renewals recorded . _ - - o oo cccremn- 10, 207
Total . e e e ———————— 176, 997
Number of certified copies of record ___________ . _._.__.___._ - 1,590
Number of assignments recorded or copied.__ .- .. ccecevenmacan 2,633
ACCOUNTS

On July 6, 1940, the books of the Copyright Office were balanced
for June, the accounts for the fiscal year were closed and the financial
statements completed for the Treasury Department, showing that all
earned fees to June 30 had been paid into the Treasury.

CORRESPONDENCE

The business of the Copyright Office involves daily contact with the
public, transacted for the most part through correspondence. The
total letters and parcels received during the fiscal year numbered
242,769, while the letters, parcels, etc., dispatched numbered 281,926.
Both figures show a considerable increase over last year.

COPYRIGHT DEPOSITS

The total number of separate articles deposited in compliance with
the copyright law which were registered during the fiscal year is
272,041, The number of these articles in each class for the last 5
fiscal years is shown in exhibit E. It is not possible to determine
exactly how completely the works which claim copyright are deposited,
but in response to inquiries received during the year from the Card
Division, Accessions Division, Law Library, and Reading Room in
regard to 5,789 books supposed to have been copyrighted but not
discovered in the Library, it was found that 2,543 of these works had
been received and were actually in the Library; 52 books had been’
deposited and were still in the Copyright Office; 297 works either were
not published, did not claim copyFight or for other valid reasons could
not be deposited; while in the case of 261 works no answers to our
letters of inquiry had been received up to June 30, 1940. Copies
of 2,636 works published in recent years were received in response
to requests made by the Copyright Office during the period of twelve
months. :

Our copyright laws have required the deposit of copies for the use
of the Library of Congress, and the act in force demands a deposit of
two copies of American books and one of foreign books registered.
The act provides, however, that of the works deposited for copyright,
the Librarian of Congress may determine (1) what books or other
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articles shall be transferred to the permanent collections of the
Library of Congress, including the Law Library, (2) what other books
or articles shall be placed in the reserve collections of the Library of
Congress for sale or exchange or (3) be transferred to other govern-
mental libraries in the District of Columbia for use therein. The law
further provides (4) that articles remaining undisposed of may upon
specified conditions be returned to the authors or copyright proprietors.

During the fiscal year a total of 171,738 current articles deposited
have been transferred to the Library of Congress. This number
included 77,814 books, 69,579 periodical numbers, 19,759 pieces of
music, 3,053 maps, and 1,533 photographs and engravings.

Under authority of section 59 of the aet of March 4, 1909, 1,661
books were transferred during the fiscal year to other governmental
libraries in the District of Columbia for use therein. Under this
transfer, up to June 30, 1940, the following libraries have since 1909
received the total number of books indicated below:

Department of Agriculture, 4,617; Department of Commerce,
23,076; Navy Department, 1,879; Treasury Department, 1,496;
Bureau of Education, 22,711; Federal Trade Commission, 28,954;
Bureau of Standards, 2,094; Army Medical Library, 10,014; Walt,er
Reed Hospital, 2,884; Engmeer School, Corps of Engmeem, 3,202;
Soldiers’ Home, 1,600; Public Library of the District of Columbia,
64,082. A number of other libraries have received a smaller number
of books. In all, 189,653 volumes have been thus distributed during
the last thirty-one years.

The Copyright Act of 1909 authorizes the return to copyright claim-
ants of such deposits as are not needed by the Library of Congress or
the Copyright Office, after due notice as required by section 60. In
the ordinary routine of business or in response to special requests,
3,013 motion-picture films were so returned during the fiscal year.

COPYRIGHT OFFICE INDEX AND CATALOG OF COPYRIGHT ENTRIES

Under the Copyright Office index system installed in accordance
with the reorganization plans, the cards covering all registered material,
all mail received, and all assignments recorded during the present
fiscal year number approximately 1,221,000. -

Beginning with the month of January 1940, part IV of the Catalog
of Copyright Entries was changed from a quarterly to a monthly
publication. At that time, in the interest of economy, changes were
made in the annual index of the catalog.
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COPYRIGHT BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS IN CONGRESSB

The following bills were introduced in the Seventy-sixth Congress:

8. 3043. A bill to amend and consolidate the acts respecting copyright. Intro-
duced by Senator Thomas of Utah, January 8, 1940, read twice and referred to
the Committee on Patents.

H. R. 8263. A bill to reduce the amount of damages for infringement of
copyright of musical compositions in certain hotels and other places. Introduced
by Mr. O’'Brien February 1, 1940, and referred to the Committee on Patents.

8. 547. A bill to amend remewal section 23 of the Copyright Act of March 4,
1909, by deleting from the second proviso clause thereof the words ‘“when such
contribution has been separately registered.” Approved March 15, 1840.
(Public, No. 434, 76th Cong., 3d sess.) .

S. 2689. A bill to amend section 33 of the Copyright Act of March 4, 1909,
by making more practicable the enforcement of the law prohibiting importation
of piratical copies of copyrighted works. Approved April 11, 1940. (Public,
No. 450, 76th Cong., 3d sess.)

H. J. Res. 433. To protect the copyrights and patents of foreign exhibitors
at the Golden Gate International Exposition, to be held at San Francisco, Calif.,
in 1940, Approved April 22, 1940, (Public Res. No. 62, 76th Cong., 3d sess.)

H. R.9665. Identical with H. R. 8263 above. Introduced by Mr. Clason May
6, 1940, and referred to the Committee on Patents.

H. R. 9703. A biil to amend the Copyright Act of March 4, 1909, in important
particulars, especially by exiending copyright to the performer’s interpretive
rendition of a musical work and by providing for design copyright in the case of
any manufactured product except for motor cars and their accessories.

Introduced by Mr. McGranery May 8, 1940, and referred to the Committee
on Patents. .

This bill is identical with the bill previously introduced by Mr. MoGranery on
May 4, 1939 (H. R. 6160), and also identical with the bill introduced by Mr.
Daly on March 8, 1939 (H. R. 4871).

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT CONVENTION

Senate Document No. 99, Seventy-sixth Congress, first session.
The printing industry and the proposed copyright convention.
Presented by Mr. Hayden July 20, 1939, and ordered to be printed.

Respectfully submitted. '

‘ C. L. Bouvg,
Register of Copyrights.
ARCHIBALD MaAcLEisH,
Librarian of Congress.




EXHIBIT A

STATEMENT OF GROSS RECEIPTS, REFUNDS, NET RECEIPTS, AND FEES APPLIED
FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1940

Month QGrossreceipts] Refunds | Netreceipts | Foes applied
$28, 138. 06 $1,274.85 $28, 863. 21 $28, 187.00
27, 640. 68| 1,782.27 25, 858, 41 217,908, 70
25, 214. 41 1,562.68 23,081, 73 24, 800. 60
28, 653. 32| 1,492.61 27, 160. 71/ 27, 563. 10
27, 000. 24 1,207. 61 25,792 63 24, 180. 30
28, 634. 77 1,140.37 27,400 90 24, 818, 50
32, 489. 75 1,794.72 30, 605. 03| 28, 444. 40
286, 130. 87 1,407.43 24, 723_44 24, 502.00
28, 830. 63, 1, 821. 75 27, 008. 88 27,844.70
29, 231. 63 1,634.91 21, BR6. 28, 787. 50
31, 858. 79| 1, 548. 81 30, 308. 98| 27,971. 80
27, B8. 20 1,316.19 25, 922.01 . 27,3325, 30
341, 061. 35 17, 975. 20| 323, 086.15 320, 082. 80
Balance brought forward from June 30, 1988_._______ ... eieiae $20, 974. 51
Net receipts July 1, 1888, to June 30, 1940;
Gross recelpts_ . i ccicmicccmcieemeeaeamman————_ $341, 061. 35
Less amonunt refunded . ..o eno e cicieccamanmmeennen - 17, 976.20
323, 068. 15
Total to be accounted for. .. ... .. .. .. .. ..... ) e 353, 000, 66
Copyright fees applied July 1, 1939, to June 30, 1940_ $320, 082. 90
Balance earried forward to July 1, 1040:
D i 28, 369. 7¢
Unfinished business. _ . et ceccemrecrccsmem—m——as 9, 008. 02
353, 000, 86
EXHIBIT B
RECORD OF APPLIED FEES
Registrations of | Registrations | Registrations
published works,| of unpublished [ of published | Registrations | Total
including cer- | works, includ- tos, no of renewals BUIL- {myoe ) faes
Month tificates ing certificates certificate ber of for regis-
ltm-wa trations
Num-| Fees at Num-| Feesat | Num-| Feesat | Num- | Feesat | tions
ber 2 ber ber $1 ber $1
1830
July. oo 10, 572|421, 144,001 2, $2, 950. 00/ 541 $54. 00) 5081 $5068.001 14, 1741824, 746. 00
11,205 22 410.00| 3, 3,572, 00| 248] 248. 00| 708  706.00| 15, 731] 26, 936.00
, 867( 19,734.00( 3, 3,212.00 184 184.00 630 630.00] 13, 23, 760. 00
, 008 21,906.00) 3, 3,043. 00| 446) 448. 845  845.00] 15,332} 26,330.00
, 680 19,360.00| 2, 2,825.00 218] 218.00] 758 759.00| 13,482| 23,162.00
124 20, 248.00( 2, 2,620. 00/ 94| 4. 00| 644] 644.00] 13, 482| 23, 606.00
23,110.00| 32, 2,978.00/ 80] 60.00 924) 024.00{ 15 517 27,072.00
19,188.00 3, 3, 200. 00| 31] 31.00] 1,078 1,078.00| 13 903] 23, 497.00
21,186.00| 3, 742] 3 742.00 35| 36.00 998 998.00| 15, 25,961, 00
22,126.00{ 3, 508( 3, 508.00 9 0.00] 1,119{ 1,119.00| 15, 789 26,852.00
21,012.00] 3, 3,342.00 134] 134.00 922/  022.00) 15, 354| 26,310.00
21,602.00| 3,086 3,088.00 101 101.00 984 984.00| 14,972 25,773.00
127,008(254, 018. 00| 38, 168,38, 168, ml 1,6141,614. oo| 10, 207[10, 207. 00| 176, 997}304, 005. 00
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EXHIBIT B—Continued
RECORD OF APPLIED FEES—Continued

Indexing
Copies of record Am" m Notices of user
Month ship Search | Totalfees
fees | applied
Num-| Feesat | Num-| Fees | Num-| Feesst| Num.| Fees
ber 8 ber ber | $0.00 | ber
75| $75.00(  282i81,122.00| B840 $84.00 42| a2 £8. 00{$26, 157. 00
168 168.00] 272  638.00 87.70 6 8. 75.00| 27, 908. 70
87] 87.000 2571 700.00| 1,116 11160 61 65 80.00] 24, 803. 60
92 92.00{ 230 88400 L 711 1701 L00| 74.00] 27,562 10
122 12 250 654 70. 30| 52.00{ 120,00 34, 180.30
63. 00| 82800 1, 172 80| 5. 83,00] 24,816, %0
[ 57.00 307/ 1,012.00 1,034 103.40) 40|  43.00] 157.00| 28, 444.40
8l 81, 249] ' 668.00 83,00 57|  57.00] 118.00] 24, 502.00
21 212.00] 430} 1,102.00| 1,257 125.7 50.00 104.00| 27, 644. 70
204|  204.00] 340] 1,244.00, 2,325 232 23 23.00| 202.00] 28, 747,80
302. 00) 1,028.00( 1,078 107. 45 4500 181.00] 27, 971.80
127 127.00] 294 ©58.00 1,273 127.30 75| 75.00| 285.00] 27,325.30
1,590‘ 1,moo| zmw,s«.ool 14.1ao|l.4moo] uul 513.00]1.0&.00’31),&90
. EXHIBIT C :
STATEMENT OF GROSS CASH RECEIPTS, YEARLY FEES, NUMBER OF REGISTRA-
TIONS, ETC., FOR 48 FISCAL YEARS
Gross re- Yearly fees
Year ocelpts appiied
$61,090.56 |  $55,926. 50
64, 185. 65 58, 267. 00
71, 072. 33 85, 206. 00
60, 525. 25 63, 687. 80
68, 406. 08 &4, 687. 00
71, 533. 91 68, 874. 50
76, 302. 83 72, 629, 00
80, 440, 56 78, 058. 00
82,610.92 |  80,198.00
87,384. 31 84, 685. 00
85,042, 03 82, 387. K0
87,085.531 83,816.75
113,662.83 1 104, 6¢4. 95
113,661.52 |  109,013.95
120,149.51 | 116 685.06
118,068.26 | 114, 980. 80
122,630.92 | 120,219.28
115,504.85 |  111,822.76
115,683.42 | 112 986.85
113,808.51 { 110,077.40
100,105.87 | 106, 352. 40
117,518.96 { 113,118.00
132,871 87 | 126,492
141,100.38 [~ 184, 516.15
© 145,398.28 | 138, 616. 15
153,923.62 | 149,297.00
167,705.08 | 162 544 90
173,071.05 | 166, 000. 55
185,038.20 | 178,307 20
101,876.16 | 184, 727. 60
201,05.40 | 105, 167.65
308, 903. 80
327, 620,90
300, 414. 30
200, 964. 90
250, 095. 30
261, 561. 50
260, 81. 70
285, 206. 90
280, 541. 40
e
820, 082. 90
8, 806, 649. 00
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EXHIBIT D
NUMBER OF REGISTRATIONS MADE DURING THE LAST 5 FISCAL YEARS
Class Subject matter of copyright 1935-36 ( 1936-37 | 1937-38 | 1038-30 | 108940
A | Books:
(a) Printed in the United States:
BooKS Proper- .cceceeomocacamicanan 11,748 11, 344 11,035 11,6812 11,976
gnmtpitgem, leaﬂm, ete. . , 827 29,147 | 33,708 83, 081 34,687
ontrik ne
perfodicals. . ....... 7,082 7,581 8,188 9,843 13,928
Total, 49, 657 47,942 82,528 54, 538 00, 589
() Printed abroad in a foreign lan;uage 3,883 3,841 3,848 4 086 2,504
(c) English booksregistered for ad interim_
copyright. .o o e eeaeas 1,20 1,272 1177 1,122 958
: Total. ., 54,749 53, 085 57, 851 59, T44 64,051
B { Perfodicals (numbers). ...cccaeeeaecacan.. 38,418 38,083 29,319 07 40,173
C | Lectures, sermons, addresses._ ... _..._.___... : ' 732 1,034 1,185 1,
D | Dromatic or dramatico-musieal composi-
tons ... e eceiccem e eanaa 6, 00 7,176 7,300 4, 800 8, 450
E | Musioa) compositions. . 38,250 , 831 35, 334 40, 061 37,075
. B | Map8. e aeiaeaas 1,444 , 108 1,200 1, 566 1, 022
[¢F Works of art, models, or desig! 3,97 3002 3, 3% 3,419 3,081
H | Reproductions of works of art_. 0 0 ] 130 45
I Drawl igs or plasuc wurh of a sclentific or
2, 606 2. 981 3, 300 2,868 2,817
J Photog {:) 01 . RO 3,3 2101 3,174 3,150 2,500
K | Prints and pictorial illustrations 4,117 3,878 3,010 3,128 4,000
L | Motion-picture photoplays.....__. B8 793 873 828 200
M | Motion pictures not photoplays 900 988 1,016 932 811
"R | RenewalS. ...l 8,180 8,589 3 10,177 10,207
Total. 150,962 | 154,424 | 166,248 | 173,135 178, 907
EXHIBIT E
NUMBER OF ARTICLES DEPOSITED DURING THE LAST & FISCAL YEARS
Class Subject matter of copyright 1935-36 | 1086-37 | 1087-38 | 1938-30 | 103040
A | Books:
(¢, Printed in the United States:
Books praper. 23, 490 22,380 | 123 22,842 23,682
Pamphlets, leaflets, eto__..oo-_..___ 01, 404 58,205 65, 416 64, 162 0 374
Contributions to newspepers and .
periodieals 7,083 7,881 [ @ o, 848 13,026
Total -] 92,005 88, 106 98, 487 B8, M7 107,252
(®) Printed abroad in a foreign lnng.\lgn 3,858 3,841 3, 648 4,086 2, 305
(¢) English works registered for ad
copyright. .. L0 1,272 L1177 1,122 958
. Total. . ... eeemaeiccccacean 97,187 93,800 | 101,280 | 104,085 110, 718
B | Perlodioals. ... . eieaaas 76, 834 76,106 408 78, 414 , 356
C | Lecturea, sermons, ete. ... _.... __._...._. 617 72 1oM 1,138 1L, 277
D | Dramaticor dramatico-musical compositions. 7,883 7,838 8,217 7, 825 7,053
e Muslcnl compositions. . .. .ooooooaoaaaas 40,522 3%, 590 42, 834 49,010 46, 152
F | Map8. oo ieaaaan 2,885 2,308 2,44 3,114 3, 242
G Works of art, models, or deaigns 3,030 3,27 3,80 084 (. 4,014
H | Reproductions of works of art. . [] 0 ” 177 o4
I | Drawings or plastic works of &
technical character.. . 3,702 4,10 4, 681 3,813 3,831
J | Photographs. _.._.___.. 4, 256 4,025 5,731 5 544 4,403
K | Prints and pictorial illustrations. 7,766 7,007 5, 118 5877 7.138
L | Motion-picture photoplays........ 1,688 1,871 1,781 1,638 1,583
M | Motion pictures not photoplays.........._.. 1,743 1, 830 1. 045 1,781 1,833
Tota) o eeiecimeicmenees 247,663 | . 240,804 | 387, 263,037 | 273,041




