
The Copyright Office Offers 
Online Registration

Registering a Copyright with the U.S. Copyright Office
An application for copyright registration contains three essential elements: a completed application 

form, a nonrefundable filing fee, and a nonreturnable deposit—that is, a copy or copies of the work 

being registered and “deposited” with the Copyright Office.

A copyright registration is effective on the date the Copyright Office receives all required elements 

in acceptable form, regardless of how long it takes to process the application and mail the certificate 

of registration. The time needed to process applications varies depending on the amount of 

material the Office is receiving and the method of application (see below).

Here are the options for registering your copyright, beginning with 

the fastest and most cost-effective method.

Option 1: Online Registration

Online registration through the electronic 

Copyright Office (eCO) is the preferred way 

to register basic claims for literary works; 

visual arts works; performing arts works, 

including motion pictures; sound record-

ings; and single serials. Advantages of online 

filing include

•	 a lower filing fee of $35

•	 fastest processing time

•	 online status tracking

•	 secure payment by credit or debit  
card, electronic check, or Copyright Office  
deposit account

•	 the ability to upload certain categories of deposits 
directly into eCO as electronic files 

note: You can still register using eCO and save money even if you 
will submit a hard-copy deposit. The system will prompt you to specify 
whether you intend to submit an electronic or a hard-copy deposit, and it 
will provide instructions accordingly. 

Basic claims include (1) a single work; (2) multiple unpublished works if they 

are all by the same author(s) and owned by the same claimant; and (3) multiple pub-

lished works if they are all first published together in the same publication on the same 

date and owned by the same claimant.

To access eCO, go to the Copyright Office website at www.copyright.gov and click on electronic 

Copyright Office. 
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