PRIVACY:

When you register a
claim to copyright with
the Copyright Office,
you create a public
record of your claim.
All information you
provide on your
copyright application
will be available to the
public, and some of it
will be on the Internet.
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Copyright
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Can | see my copyright registration records?

Yes. The Copyright Office is required by law to maintain records of copy-
right registrations and to make them available for public inspection. Once
a registration is completed and a claim has been cataloged, it becomes
part of the public record. Individuals have always been able to come to the
Copyright Office to inspect its public records. Information in post-1978
registration records is also available on the Copyright Office’s website.

Will my registration records help provide contact
information for someone interested in using my work?

Yes. Records of copyright registrations and recorded documents having to
do with copyright can be used by the public to identify the author(s) and
copyright owner(s) of a work. The public record may also provide informa-
tion about an owner’s agent who can be contacted to license the registered
work and to grant permission to use it.

Can | remove information that | don’t want publicized?

No. When you register a claim to copyright with the Copyright Office, you
create a public record of your claim. This record cannot be removed from
the public record once it has been entered. All information you provide on
your copyright registration form will be available to the public, and some
of it will be on the Internet. You may wish to consider whether you want
to include on your application a birth date, nickname, alias, or any other
optional detail that you consider to be sensitive.
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Sample Catalog Records

The sample catalog records below show the
information from copyright applications that
is typically displayed in the Copyright Office
online database. Highlighting is added to show
certain personal information that may appear
in the record.

Sample record

Public Catalog

Copyright Catalog (1978 to present)
Search Request: Left Anchored Copyright Number = VA 626300

Search Results: Displaying 1 of 1 entries
|<pnuio|. |mﬂ>

[ CabeledView

CROCODILE,

Type of Work:  Visual Material
Registration Number / Date:  VADM626300/ 20080212
Application Title: CROCODILE.
+ CROCODILE.
jon:  Electronic file (eService)
Copyright Claimant: SC & HD, INC., Address: 3281 S, Broadway, Los Angeles, CA, 90007
Date of Creation: 2007
Date of Publication:  2007-03-14
Nation of First Publication: United States

Authorship on Application: SC & HD, INC., employer for hire; Citizenship: United States. Authorship: 2-D artwork.
Rights and Permissions: Ke Cha, KO & HC, INC,, 3281 5 Broadway, Los Angeles, CA, 90007, {323) 355-4400,
chachaapestrydy som
Names: SC & HD, INC

Lo [

Sample record

Public Catalog

Copyright Catalog (1978 to present)
Search Request: Left Anchored Copyright Number = SRO100620936

Search Results: Displaying | of | entrics
qwm next p
Cabeted View

Happy Some of the Time, et al.

Type of Work: Sound Recording and Music
Registration Number / Date: SRO100620956 7 2008-03-11
Application Title: Dips, Mids, and Highs.
Title: Happy Some of the Time, et al.
Description: Electronic file (eService)
Copyright Claimant: Whitson David Erickson, 1979 d.b.a. JoyfulSandbox Music. Address: 512 NE 4th St Chisholm, MN 55719
Date of Creation: 2005
Date of Publicatil ptember 28, 2005
Nation of First Publication: United Stales
Authorship on Application: Whitson David Erickson, 1979 db.a, Joy Ful‘t:lmfhu‘c Music; I}mmuh United Saates; Citizenship: United States,
Authership: sound recording, 1 .C of Music and Lyrics.
Rights and Permissions: Whitson David Erickson, 312 NE 4th 5., Ch:sholm MN, 55719, United States, (612) 555-2352, (218) 555-3077,
whitl 124@veu.edu
Contents: |, Happy Some of the Time -- 2. Starlight - 3. Rollercoaster Baby -- 4. Get Outta Here — 5. 1 -- 6, Pick Up the
Pieces -- 7, Will 17 -- B, Transient Thoughts from a Steady State Mind - 9. Get to You -~ 10, Star -- |1, The Storm
== 12, Don"t Try and Tell Me -- 13, End Transmission - 14, Broken Bones -- 15, Thank You,
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How can | prevent personal
information from being placed on
the Copyright Office website?

All information provided on the application
for registration will become a permanent part
of the public record of the Copyright Office,
and some of that information will be available
online through the Office’s website, including
the name and address of the copyright claimant.
Information provided in the rights and per-
missions section of the application will also be
made available online, but providing rights and
permissions information is optional. Appli-
cants who want to include rights and permis-
sions information but do not want to provide
personal details can use third-party agents, post
office boxes, or designated email accounts. If
someone else submits an application on your
behalf, it is still your responsibility to ensure
that information that you want to keep out of
the public record is omitted. In certain cases, it
may be permissible to register a claim in a work
either anonymously or pseudonymously (under
a fictitious name). Other categories of informa-
tion in copyright applications that may be made
available online include the following: type of
work, registration number, title of the work,
author, authorship, preexisting material, date of
creation, and date of publication.

Why is my copyright registration
information now appearing on
search engines such as Google?

Because your copyright registration is a pub-

lic record, others can access it and may create
alternative means to make the information in it
more widely available. The Copyright Office is
not responsible for the form or the substance of
third-party redistribution of Copyright Office
records.
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