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FOREWORD 

This is the first of a series of committee prints to be published by the 
Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on Patents, Trademarks, 
and Copyrights presenting studies pre~ared under the supervision of , the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress with a view to consid
ering a general revision of the copyright law (title 17, United States 
Code). 

The present copyright law is essentially the statute enacted in 1909, 
though that statute was codified in 1947 and has been amended in a 
number of relatively minor respects. In the half century since 1909 
far-reaching changes have occurred in the techniques and methods of 
reproducing and disseminating the various categories of literary, 
musical, dramatic, artistic, and other works that are the subject matter 
of copyright; new uses of such works and new industries for their 
dissemination have grown up; and the organization of the groups and 
industries that produce or utilize such works has undergone great 
changes. For some time there has been widespread sentiment that the 
present copyright law should be reexamined comprehensively with a 
view to its general revision in the light of present-day conditions. 

Beginning in 1955, the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress, 
pursuant to appropriations by Congress for that purpose, has been 
conducting studies of the copyright law and practices. A number of 
these have been completed and others are in the process of preparation. 
Four of the completed studies (comprising this first committee print) , 
are general surveys of a background nature. The other studies (to 
appear in succeeding committee prints) deal with substantive prob
lems which appear to call for consideration in a general revision of 
the law; they are designed to review the problems objectively and to 
present the major issues to be resolved, as well as alternatives for their 
resolution, together with the views submitted to the Copyright Office 
by various persons on these issues. 

The subcommittee believes that these studies will be a valuable con
tribution to a better understanding of copyright law and practice and 
will be extremely useful in considering the problems involved in pro
posals to revise the copyright law. 

The present committee print contains four general studies of a back
ground nature: (1) "The History of U.S.A. Copyright Law Revision 
From 1901 to 1954," by Abe A. Goldman, Chief of Research of the 
Copyright Office, with a supplementary note on "Revision of Patent 
and Trademarks Laws"; (2) "Size of the Copyright Industries," by 
William M. Blaisdell, economist of the Copyright Office; (3) "The 
Meaning of 'Writings' in the Copyright Clause of the Constitution," 
prepared by staff members of the New York University Law Review 
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IV FOREWORD 

under the guidance of Prof. Walter J. Derenberg of the New York 
University School of Law; and (4) "The Moral Right of the Author," 
by William Strauss, attorney-advisor of the Copyright Office. 
It should be clearly understood that in publishing these studies the 

subcommittee does not signify its acceptance or approval of any state
ments therein. The views expressed in the studies are solely those of .,the authors. 

JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, 
Ohairman, Subcommittee on Patents, Trademarks, arid Copy


rights, Oommittee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate:
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COPYRIGHT OFFICE NOTE 

The studies presented herein are part of a series of studies prepared 
for the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress under a program 
for the comprehensive reexamination of the copyright law (title 17 of 
the United States Code) with a view to its general revision. 

The Copyright Office has supervised the preparation of the studies 
in directing their general subject matter and scope, and has sought 
to assure their objectivity and general accuracy. However, any views 
expressed in the studies are those of the authors and not of the Copy
right Office. 

ABE A. GOLDMAN, 
Ohief of Research, 

dopyright Office. 
ARTHUR FIBHER, 

Registe'r of Oopyrights, 
Library of Oonqres«. 

L. QmNCY MUMFORD, 
Librarian of Oonqres«. 
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THE HISTORY OF U.S.A. COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 
FROM 1901 TO 1954 

The first copyright law of the United States was enacted by the 
,	 First Congress in 1790. Comprehensive revisions were enacted, at 

intervals of about 40 years, in 1831, 1870, and 1909. The present copy
right law, title 17 of the United States Code, is basically the act of 1909 
with a number of subsequent amendments of individual provisions. 

r. GENERAL REVISION OF 1909 

The history of copyright law revision in modern times begins with 
the general revision accomplished in the act of 1909. 

In his annual report for each of the years from 1901 through 1904, 
Thorvald Solberg, then Register of Copyrights, mentioned the need 
for a general revision of the copyright law, and suggested the appoint
ment by Congress of a commission, representing the different interests 
concerned, to prepare a draft of a new integrated copyright law. 
The Senate Committee on Copyrights, however, was dubious of the 
efficacy of such a commission and suggested instead that the Librarian 
of Congress, Dr. Herbert Putnam, call into conference representatives 
of the various interests concerned with copyright and draft a bill 
for general revision. 

In December 1905, the President transmitted a message to the COl}
gress reading in part as follows: 

Our copyright laws urgently need revision. They are imperfect in definition, 
confused and inconsistent in expression; they omit provision for many articles 
which, under modern reproductive processes, are entitled to protection; they 
impose hardships upon the copyright proprietor which are not essential to the 
fair protection of the public; they are difficult for the courts to interpret and 
impossible for the Copyright Office to administer with satisfaction to the public. 
Attempts to improve them by amendment have been frequent, no less than 
twelve acts for the purpose having been passed since the Revised Statutes. 
To perfect them by further amendment seems impracticable. A complete re
vision of them is essential. Such a revision, to meet modern conditions, bas 
been found necessary in Germany, Austria, Sweden, and other foreign countries, 
and bills embodying it are pending in England and the Australian colonies. It 
has been urged here, and proposals for a commission to undertake It have, from 
time to time, been pressed upon Congress. 

The inconveniences of the present conditions being so great an attempt to 
frame appropriate legislation has been made by the Copyright Office, which 
has called conferences of the various interests especially and practically con
cerned with the operation of the copyright laws. It has secured from them 
suggestions as to the changes necessary; it has added from Its own experience 
and investigations, and it has drafted a bill which embodies such of these 
changes and additions as, after full discussion and expert criticism, appeared 
to be sound and safe. In form this bill would replace the existing insufficient 
and inconsistent laws by one general copyright statute. It will be presented 
to the Congress at the coming session. It deserves prompt consideration. 

Pursuant to the suggestion of the Senate committee, the Librarian 
of Congress invited representatives of some 30 organizations to meet 
with him	 and the Register of Copyrights in a series of conferences 
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held in June and November of 1905 and March of 1906. The organ
ization participating in the conferences represented authors, drama
tists, theater managers, architects, artists, composers, book publishers, 
directory publishers, newspaper publishers, periodical publishers, 
photoengravers, photographers, print publishers, lithographers, music 
publishers, :printers, educational institutions, public libraries, adver
tising agencies, bar associations, and a few other miscellaneous groups. 
(For a full list of the participants, see June 1906 hearings on H.R. 
19853,59th Cong., pp. 4 and 5.) 

The Copyright Office, serving as a secretariat during, between, 
and after the conferences assembled data, prepared memos on the 
major issues, consulted ana. carried on a great volume of correspond
ence with the participants, kept them advised of the various pro
posals, received their comments and suggestions, and coordinated 
their views. Following the conferences, the Register of Copyrights 
prepared a draft of a bill which was sent to all the participants for 
comment and suggestion. After further correspondence and dis
cussion with the participants, the Register of Copyrights redrafted 
the bill. 

The bill was introduced on May 31, 1906, as H.R. 19853 and S. 
6330 in the 59th Congress. Hearings were held before a joint com
mittee of members of the House and Senate Committees on Patents 
on June 6, 7, 8, and 9, and December 7,8,10, and 11, of 1906. 

The history of these conferences and their results are summarized 
in the testimony of the Librarian of Congress at the opening of the 
hearings in June 1906: 

[The message of the President] did not contain what was the fact as to the 
origin of this project, that it did originate in an informal suggestion on the 
part of the chairman of this committee. 

The conferences to which it refers were not open, public meetings; they were 
not conventions; they were conferences, and conferences of organizations-that 
is to say, associations representing a group of interests; and those organizations 
were specially invited, additions being made to the list later as suggestions 
were made of others that should be added. 

The organizations selected were the most representative organizations that 
we could think of or that were brought to our attention as having practical 
concern in the amelioration of the law, but especially, of course, those concerned 
in an affirmative way-that is to say, in the protection of the right. They were 
nearly thirty in number. 

• • • • • • • .. 
The conference held three meetings in June and November of last year and in 

March of this year, but, of course, as a conference it included various minor 
consultations and much correspondence. At the outset of the meeting last June 
each organization was invited to state the respects in which it deemed the 
present law defective, or injurious, either to its own interest, or, in its opinion, 
to the general interest. The second conference had before it a memorandum 
prepared by the register embodying provisions deemed by the office important 
for consideration at that stage. The third conference, in March of this year, 
had before it a revision of this memorandum. The last conference, this third, 
resulted in the draft of a bill, which was sent to each participant for comment 
and suggestion, and the bill itself is before you. 

We would have no misunderstanding as to what this bill is. It is a bill 
resulting from the conference, but it is not a conference bill; for the conference 
did not draw it, nor did it by explicit vote or otherwise determine its precise 
provisions. It is rather a copyright office bill. The office submits it as embody
ing what, with the best counsel available including the conferences, it deems 
worthy of your consideration, in accordance with your previously expressed 
desire. In calling the conferences and in submitting the draft it has proceeded 
upon your suggestion. Apart from the chapter relating to its own administra
tion, it has no direct interest in the bill, except its general interest to secure al 
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general amelioration of the law. It does not offer the bill to you as the unanimous 
decision of a council of experts, for it contains certain provisions as to which 
expert opinion as well as substantial interest was divided. It does not offer to 
you the bill as one that has passed the test of public discussion, for it has only 
now come before the public. It knows already of objection to certain of its 
provisions-objection which will be entitled to be heard by your committee; 
and it is informed by one critic that his objections are sufficient to cover fully 
nne-half of the provisions of the bill. 

[The bill] is not an attempt at abstract and theoretic perfection, nor is it an 
attempt to transplant to this country theoretic or what might be charged to be 
sentimental provisions of foreign law. It tries to be a bill possible for this 
country at this time and under conditions local here. It contains, therefore, 
some provisions which are, in our judgment, neither theoretically sound nor 
according to modern usage abroad nor satisfactory to particular participants 
in the conference. These are a compromise between principle and expediency or 
between one interest and another at the conference, beween which we could 
not decide for either extreme--I mean decide in the sense of bringing before you 
a suggestion in this particular form. We had not any decision in any other 
sense j we were not a commission. The bill is a compromise. I doubt if there 
is a singie participant in the conferences whom it satisfies in every particular.

* • • • • • • 
F'lnally, Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding the labor put upon it, the bill is 

doubtless still imperfect in expressing its intentions; and I have no doubt that 
while it is under consideration those especially concerned will ask leave to sub. 
mit to you some amendments of phraseology. I understand that any such 
amendments proposed by participants in the conferences will be communicated 
tirst to the copyright office, so that they may be formulated by the register ror 
your convenient consideration; and the office will gladly do the same for any 
that muv reach it from any other source. 

Representatives of the great variety of interests concerned with 
copyright, as exemplified by the variety of organizations participat
ing in the Librarian's conferences, testified at the 1906 hearings. 
Some were willing to accept the bill in toto as a reasonable com
promise on the numerous controversial issues; but many of the wit
nesses raised objections to particular features of the bill, mostly on 
relatively minor points. Two issues were the subject of major COll

troversy: the use of copyrighted music on mechanical instruments 
such as piano rolls and phonograph records, and ,the importation by 
public libararies of books printed abroad. 

After the close of the hearings, the Register of Copyrights collab
orated with the House and Senate committees in redrafting the bill 
to meet some of the objections presented at the hearings, and a revised 
bill was introduced on January 29, 1907, as H.R. 25133 and S. 8190. 
These bills were reported favorably by the committees on January 
30, ~907 (H. Rept. No. 7083, S. Rept. No. 6187, 59th Cong.), with 
a .mmority report in each case opposing principally the provision to 
give the co~yright owner of music the right to record his music for use 
on mechanical instruments, No further action on the bills was taken 
in the 59th Congress. 

In the 60th Congress, the bills favorably reported in the 59th Con
gress were reintroduced in the House on December 2.;1907 (H.R. 243) 
and in the Senate on December 16, 1907 (S. 2499) by the committee 
chairmen, Representative Currier and Senator Smoot. Bills reflecting 
the minority report in the 59th Congress were also introduced (H.R. 
11794 on January 6, 1908, by Representative Barchfield, and S. 2900 
on December 18, 1907 by Senator Kittredge) . Hearings on these bills 
were held by the two committees meeting jointly on March 26, 27, and 
28 of 1908. Again a large number of witnesses were heard and ex
pressed opposing views on a number of features in the several bills. 
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the most important controversy being that regarding the use of music 
on mechanical instruments. At the close of the hearings the chair. 
man, Representative Currier, suggested that the differing groups on 
this last issue meet and attempt to work out a compromise proposal. 

After the hearings, a series of eight revised bills were introduced in 
the House: two by Representative Washburn (H. R. 21592on May 4, 
1908, and H.R. 2'7310 on January 28, 1909), two by Representative 
Sulzer (H.R. 21984 on May 12,1908, and H.R. 22071 on May 12, 1908), 
one by Representative Barchfield (H.R. 24782 on December 19, 1908), 
and two by Representative Currier (H.R. 22183 on May 12, 1908, 
and H.R. 28192 on February 15, 1909). These bills were all similar in 
most respects but each contained some features of its own. On Feb
ruary 22,1908, the House committee reported favorably (H. Rept. No. 
2222, 60th Cong.) Representative Currier's last bill, H.R. 28192; and 
on that same day Senator Smoot introduced a companion bill, S. 9440, 
which the Senate committee reported favorably on March 1, 1909 
(S. Rept. No. 1108,60th Cong.). 

On March 2, 1909,the Committee of the Whole House agreed to cer
tain amendments of the Currier bill, H.R. 28192, and the bill as so 
amended was passed by the House on March 3 and by the Senate on 
March 4, the last day of the 60th Congress. It was approved by the 
President on March 4 and became Public Law 349, the Copyright Act 
of 1909. 

II. REVISION FOR ADHERENCE TO BERNE CONVENTION 

Between 1909 and 1924 a number of bills to amend particular 
provisions of the copyright law were introduced and four amendments 
were enacted.' .None of these bills involved any broad revision of 
the law. 

After the First World War, the growing market for American 
works abroad emphasized the shortcomings in our international copy
right relations and gave impetus to a broad movement to have the 
United States adhere to the International Copyright Convention, 
commonly known as the Berne Convention, to which most of the 
European countries and a number of important countries in other 
parts of the world were parties. Bills for this purpose were first 
introduced in the 67th Congress in 1922 2 at the behest of the Authors' 
League of America; and similar bills were introduced during 1923 
in the 67th Congress,"and in the 68th Congress.' These bills purported 
to amend the copyright law to the minimum extent thought necessary 
to permit adherence to the Berne Convention. No action was taken 
on any of these bills. 

DALLINGER, PERKINS, AND VESTAL BILLS 

Adherence to the Berne Convention required many fundamental 
changes in the copyright law, and some of the interests concerned 
felt that the revision of the law for that purpose should be extended 

tAct of Aug. 24. 1912, 87 Stat. 488, eh, 856; act of Mar. 2, 1913, 87 Stat. 724, eh, 97; 
act of Mar, 28, 1914, '38 Stat. 311'l..ch. 47; act of Dec. 18. 1919. 41 Stat. 369, ch, 11. 

I H.R. 11476 by RepresentatIve TIncher and S. 4101 by Senator Lodge.
• H.a. 13676 by Representative Davts, H.R. 14035 by RepresentatIve TIncher. 
• H.R. 573 by Representative TIncher, S. 74 by Senator Lodge. H.R. 2663 by Represent

atIve Bloom, and H.R. 2704 by Representative Lampert. 
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to cover also other issues that had arisen. With this broader purpose 
in view, attorneys for the motion picture industry in 1924 drafted a 
complete revision of the law, modeled after the British Copyright 
Act, designed to adopt the principles of the Berne Convention and to 
amend the law in other respects. Representative Dallinger introduced 
this draft on March 24,1924, as H.R. 8177, and introduced a modified 
version on May 9, 1924, as H.R. 9137. Some consideration was given 
to H.R. 9137 in hearings devoted principally to other bills for special 
amendments of the copyright law. At the hearings, objections to 
portions of the Dallinger bill were voiced by the Register of Copy
rights and by representatives of authors, composers, and book and 
music publishers. No further action was taken on the bill. 

In the following year, 1925, another version of a general revision 
bill including the major changes necessary to bring our law into con
formity with the Berne Convention was introduced by Representative 
Perkins. This bill, H.R. 11258, 68th Congress, was sponsored by the 
Authors' League of America and had been drafted by the Register of 
Copyrights, Thorvald Solberg, at the request of the Authors' League. 
Hearings were held at which the bill was favored by representatives 
of authors, composers, artists, music publishers, and libraries, and by 
the Register of Copyrights; and opposed as to various features by 
representatives of the printers, book publishers, motion picture pro
ducers and exhibitors, periodical publishers, phonograph manufac
turers, piano roll and record manufacturers, radio broadcasters, and 
art dealers. 

At the close of these hearings, a subcommittee was appointed to 
attempt, during the summer recess of Congress, to reconcile the diver
gent views. The subcommittee arranged for a meeting of represent
atives of the various interested groups, most of whom had testified at 
the hearings, and at this meeting the representatives of those groups 
organized themselves into an informal "Committee on Copyright Re
vision" which held a number of further meetings and reconciled some, 
but not all, of the conflicts. The work of this informal committee 
resulted in a new draft bill which was introduced in March 1926 by 
Representative Vestal, chairman of the House Committee on Patents 
in the 69th Congress, as H.R. 10434. Meanwhile the Perkins bill had 
been reintroduced in the 69th Congress as H.R. 5841. 

At the hearings in April 1926, the Vestal bill was supported by 
representatives of authors, composers, artists, book publishers, book 
sellers, printers, and motion picture producers and distributors. 
Some features of the bill were opposed by art groups, libraries, schol
ars, motion picture exhibitors, phonograph and record manufacturers, 
theatrical producers, and other miscellaneous 'persons. Two groups
the radio broadcasters and some of the periodical publishers-were 
opposed to any legislation adopting the Berne Convention system of 
automatic copyright without formalities. The American Bar Asso
ciation favored the Perkins bill. No further action was taken in the 
69th Congress. 

Representative Vestal reintroduced his bill in the 70th Congress, 
H.ll. 8912, but there were no further proceedings in that Congress. 
He again introduced the bill in the 71st Congress as H.ll. 6990, and 
hearings were held in April and May 1930, at which the more impor

46479-60-2 
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tant controversies manifested in the 1926 hearings were aired again 
and various proposals were presented for modification of the bill to 
resolve these controversies. After the hearings Representative Vestal 
introduced a revised bill, H.R. 12549, which was reported out by the 
House Committee on Patents (H. Rept. No. 1689, 71st Cong.) ,. The 
report summarized the development of the bill as follows: 

H.R. 6690, introduced in the House of Representatives during the first session 
of the Seventy-first Congress, is a general revision of the national copyright law. 
A similar bill was introduced in the year 1926 and has been before the Patents 
Committee ever since its introduction in that year; and there have been many 
hearings upon it before the committee, a large amount of testimony taken and a 
multitude of conferences between various interests held. The committee has 
successfully reconciled the differences. The context of the bill has been changed 
in various particulars from time to time to meet valid suggestions on the part of 
one interest or another and the present bill, H.R. 12549, combines the results of all 
hearings and all conferences. 

It has been found that practically all the industries and all the authors have 
united in support of this revision. The authors, playwrights, screen writers. 
composers, and artists support it. The book publishers, the motion picture 
producers, the newspapers and magazines, the allied printing trades unions, the 
librarians, the majority of the theatrical managers, all of these have appeared 
at the hearings and have supported the principles of the bill. 

This general revision of the copyright law' provides for
(1) Automatic copyright by which the copyright is conferred upon the 

author upon creation of .his work, a right so limited by various provisions 
of the bill as to be made a privilege; 

(2) Divisible copyright, which permits the assignee, grantee, or licensee 
to protect and enforce any right which he acquires from an author without 
the complications incident to the old law; 

(3) International copyright, which enables American authors merely by 
complying with the provisions of this act, to secure copyright throughout all 
of the important countries of the world without further formalities. 

One member of the House committee, Representative Sirovich, filed a 
minority report in opposition to the provision for divisible copyright 
which the theatrical producers opposed. After the debate 6 the bill 
was passed by the House on January 5,1931. 

When the bill as passed by the House was referred to the Senate 
Committee on Patents, further hearings were requested by a few in
terested groups that continued to oppose some features of the bill. 
The chief opponents at the Senate hearings in January 1931 were the 
radio broadcasters who were opposed to the fundamental principle of 
automatic copyright; the theatrical producers who opposed divisible 
copyright; and the manufacturers of coin-operated phonographs who 
objected to the elimination of the jukebox exemption. Amendments 
to specific provisions were also urged by representatives of libraries, 
scholars, and motion picture exhibitors, and by the Register of Copy
rights and a few other witnesses of miscellaneous affiliation. The 
Senate committee reported the bill on February 23, 1931 (S. Rept. 
No. 1732, 71st Cong.) with a number of minor amendments,' Debate 
in the Senate began on February 26 and continued intermittently 
through March 2; 8 but further debate was blocked by a filibuster on 

• The bill was twice recommitted for tecbnlcal reasons and reported out anew In H. Rept. 
Nos. 1898 and 2016. 71st Congo

• Congressional Record. vol, 72, pp. 119&4, 11996" 12018, 12478, 1247,4: vol. 74, pp. 2006,
2019 2022 2037,2080,2081. 

1 'Meanwhue, on Jan. 21, 1931, President Hoover bad transmitted to the Senate, for 
advice and consent to ratification, the 1908 Berl1n Revision of the Berne Convention. The 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations voted to report It favorably but deferred further 
action pending approval of H.R. 121149. 

• Congresslona Record. vol. 74, pp. 610; 6234, 6237..l 6244, 6449, 6411.8, 646.8, 6470, 
64714, 64080. 6486\ 6640, 66114, eros, 6709, 6'112, 6711l', 67<1:1, 6722. 
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another matter and the session ended before the bill could be brought 
to a vote. 

The Vestal bill, coming so near to enactment in the 71st Congress, 
marked the high tide of the efforts to revise the law for adherence to 
the Berne Convention. Up to that time the 1908 Berlin Revision of 
the Convention had been 0Een to adherence with reservations which 
had been embodied in the bill. Thereafter only the 1928 Rome Revi
sion of the Convention, which permitted no reservations, was open to
adherence. • 

THE SIROVICH BILL 

In the 72d Congress Representative Vestal reintroduced his bill as 
H.R. 139 and Senator Hebert introduced the Senate version as S. 176. 
Representative Vestal died shortly thereafter and no action was taken 
on these bills. Instead, the new chairman of the House Committee 
on Patents, Representative Sirovich, began anew. He called hearings 
to discuss the problems involved in copyright law revision without 
reference to any particular bill, apparently to acquaint the new mem
bers of the committee with the subject. All the interested groups were 
invited to present their views at the extended hearings held intermit
tently from February 1 to March 14,1932. On March 10 Representa
tive Sirovich introduced a bill, R.R. 10'364, which was similar to the 
Vestal bill with respect to the fundamental changes in the law to con
form with the Berne Convention, but differed from the Vestal bill 
on a number of other points. 

Hearings on the bill were held on March 21, 24, and 25. On March 
22, during the course of the hearings, Representative Sirovich intro
duced a revised bill, H.R. 10740. At the hearings, the bill was gen
erally supported by representatives of authors, artists, book publish
ers, periodical publishers, and photographers. Various features of 
the bill were opposed by representatives of map publishers, scholars, 
motion picture producers and distributors, motion picture exhibitors, 
phonograph and record manufacturers, broadcasters, and ASCAP. 
After these hearings, on May 30, Representative Sirovich introduced 
another revised version of the bill as H.R. 10976, which the Commit
tee on Patents reported out on April 5 (H. Rept. No. 1008 72d Cong.) ; 
however, a few of the interested groups-particularly the map pub
lishers, the motion picture exhibitors, and ASCAP-indicated their 
objections to some of the last revisions and asked for further hearing'S. 
Representative Sirovich then introduced another version of the bill, 
H.R. 11948 on May 7, designed to meet some of these last objections, 
and supplemental hearings were held on May 12. At these hearings, 
the map publishers and motion picture exhibitors indicated their 
satisfaction with the bill as revised, but the motion picture producers 
and distributors objected to the new revisions, and ASCAP was still 
opposed to some features of the bill. 

After these hearings, on May 16, Representative Sirovich once 
more revised his bill as H.R. 12094, which was reported out of the 
committee on May 18 (H. Rept. No. 1361,72d Cong.), and a special 
order Was requested (H. Res. 22fl). In the ensuing debate on the 
order Representative Lanham, who had boon the ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Patents during Representative Vestal's 
chairmanship, attacked the Sirovich bill as a hasty and ill-considered 
measure, and argued that the committee should have taken up the 
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Vestal bill which represented 8 years of work "to reconcile and har
monize the divergent interests affected by copyright legislation," and 
which the House had passed at the preceding session," After the 
debate the bill was recommitted to the committee. 

On June 2,1932, Representative Sirovich introduced a fifth version 
of his bill as H.R. 12425, but no further action was taken in the 72d 
Congress. 

THE DUFFY BILL 

In the "73d Congress a movement was started to return to the objec
tive that had first prompted the revision efforts 10 years earlier in the 
67th Congress, namely, revision of the law only in those respects neces
sary for adherence to the Berne Convention. A bill for that purpose 
was introduced in 1933 by Representative Luce as H.R. 5853 and by 
Senator Cutting as S. 1928. On February 19, 1934, President Roose
velt transmitted to the Senate, for its advice and consent to adherence, 
the Berne Convention as revised at Rome in 1928 (Ex. E, 73d Cong.). 
On March 28 and on May 28 and 29, 1934, hearings were held before 
a subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the 
Cutting bill and the convention. At the hearings adherence to the 
convention was favored by representatives of the State and Com
merce Departments and the Copyright Office, and by representatives of 
authors, book publishers, educators, and map publishers, but was op
posed by representatives of the motion picture producers, motion 
picture exhibitors, radio broadcasters, and periodical publishers. 
Changes in the Cutting bill were urged by the printing trades unions, 
by some of the proponents of adherence (particularly the book and 
map publishers), and by the various opponents of adherence; and a 
number of the witnesses urged that the efforts to revise the law com
pletely be renewed along the lines of the earlier Perkins, Vestal, or 
Sirovich bills. 

In explanation of the opposition to adherence to the Berne Conven
tion by groups that had formerly favored adherence, it should be noted 
that the Berne Convention had previously permitted adherence with 
reservations, which was no longer possible, and that the 1928 Rome 
Revision of the Convention had added certain new features which 
some of the groups found unacceptable. 

After the hearings on the Cutting bill, the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, adopting a suggestion made at the hearings, re
quested the State Department to organize an informal interdepart
mental committee to confer with the various interests in an endeavor 
to reconcile their divergent viewpoints as far as possible. This com
mittee consisted of two representatives of the State Department, two 
of the Copyright Office, and one of the Commerce Department. The 
committee held a series of conferences with representatives of the vari
ous interests that had appeared at the hearings, drafted a bill which 
was circulated among the different interests for comment, and then 
prepared a revised draft which was introduced by Senator Duffy in 
the 74th Congress on March 13, 1935 as S. 2465. 

On April 18, 1935, the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
reported favorably on adherence to the Berne Convention (Ex. Rept. 

• Congressional Record. vol, 75. PP. 11065-110611. 
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No.4, 74th Cong.) , and on April 19 the Senate voted to ratify the Con
vention.; but this vote was reconsidered on motion by Senator Duffy 
on April 22 and the Convention was put back on the Executive Cal
endar by unanimous consent to await action on the Duffy bill. 

On June 17,1935, Senator Duffy introduced a revised version of his 
bill as S. 3047,10 and this bill was reported favorably by the Senate 
Committee on Patents (S. Rept, No. 896, 74th Cong.). During the 
debate in the Senate, provisions known as the "Vandenberg amend
ment" were added to the bill to provide copyright protection for 
industrial designs; and another amendment restored the requirement 
of domestic manufacture for foreign works, which would apparently 
have precluded adherence to the Berne Convention. On August 7, 
1935, in the closing days of the 1st session of the 74th Congress, the 
Senate passed the bill with these amendments. 

In the second session on J anuarr. 27, 1936,Representative Daly intro
duced H.R. 10632,which was similar to the Duffy bill as passed by the 
Senate, plus additional new provisions to give performing artists copy
right in their recorded renditions of music. On February 24, 1936, 
Representative Sirovich introduced a new bill, H.R. 11420, making a 
number of revisions in the law but abandoning some of the changes 
necessary for adherence to the Berne Convention, and this bill, too, 
included new provisions for the copyright protection of performing 
artists. 

Extensive hearings on the Duffy, Daly, and Sirovich bills were held 
before the House committee on 27 days during the period of February 
25 to April 15, 1936. The wide variety of controversial issues and 
divergent views presented at previous hearings on copyright revision 
bills was now complicated further by the interjection of the new issues 
involved in the two broad proposals to provide copyright protection 
for industrial designs and for recorded renditions of music. A num
ber of new groups were now brought into the hearings and the con
flicts of interest were multiplied. 

Taking the Duffy bill alone without the Vandenberg amendment, it 
was generally favored at the hearings by representatives of the State 
Department, broadcasters, hotel owners, libraries, periodical pub
lishers, jukebox manufacturers1 and motion picture exhibitors. Some 
of the features of the Duffy bill (excluding the Vandenberg amend
ment) were opposed by representatives of the authors, composers, music 
publishers, phonograph record manufacturers, motion picture pro
ducers, book publishers, periodical publishers, and map publishers. 
It became apparent at the hearings that additional groups formerly 
advocating adherence to the Berne Convention-notably some of the 
author, composer, and publisher groups-had now become indifferent 
or opposed to adherence. 

At these same hearings, representatives of the performing artists 
and the phonograph record manufacturers urged enactment of the 
provisions in the Daly and Sirovich bills to give copyright protection 
to recorded renditions of music, while the radio broadcasters opposed 

.. No report of hearings on the original Dutry hill. B. 24611\ has been found. Apparently
the Committee on Patents beld Informal conferences on that bl1l before Its revision as S. 
8047. In the Congressional Record, vol. 79, p. 12188. Senator Dutry stated that the Com
mittee on Patents had "held hearings and had conferences" on S. 246/1. A companion bill 
to S. 8047 was also Introduced In the House on June 19, 1985, by Representative Bloom 
as H.R. 815,/1,7. 
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those provisions and the other groups were generally noncommittal on 
this issue. The Vandenberg amendment in the Duffy bill was favored 
by representatives of the designers and of the manufacturers of silk 
and rayon fabrics, Ieather.ipottery, furniture, upholstery and drapery 
fabrics, and women's apparel; and was opposed by representatives of 
the railroads, the manufacturers of automobiles, machine parts, glass 
containers, and popular price dresses, groups of retail merchants, and 
the Farm Bureau Federation. 

After the hearings, a special subcommittee of the House Committee 
on Patents held several meetings, but the groups concerned showed 
little interest and no further action was taken in the 74th Congress. 

The 1936 hearings were the last held on bills for general revision 
of the law. Senator Duffy reintroduced his bill in the 75th Congress 
as S. 7 and companion bills were introduced in the House by Repre
sentative Moser (H.R. 2695) and Representative BJoom (H.R. 3004). 
Representative Daly also introduced a somewhat modified version of 
his bill as H.R. 5275, and a companion bill was introduced by Senator 
Guffey as S. 2240. No action was taken on any of these bills. Like
wise, no action was taken on similar bills introduced in the 76th Con
gress (H.R. 926 and 4871 by Representative Daly, and H. R. 6160 and 
9703 by Representative McGranery). 

THE SHOTWELL BILL 

The last chapter in the attempts to revise the copyright law to con
form with the Berne Convention was an undertaking by the National 
Committee of the United States of America on International Intel
lectual Cooperation, one of several such committees organized in vari
ous parts of the world in the early 1920's to collaborate with the Or
ganization on Intellectual Cooperation of the League of Nations. 
In 1938 this national committee, of which Prof. James T. Shotwell of 
Columbia University was then chairman, activated a subsidiary Com
mittee for the Study of Copyright to promote international copyright 
relations. Professor Shotwell and later Dr. Waldo G. Leland, di
rector of the American Council of Learned Societies, acted as chair
man of this latter committee, and Dr. Edith T. Ware served as its 
executive secretary. In 1938 the Committee for the Study of Copy
right, commonly known as the Shotwell committee, inaugurated a 
series of conferences with the various groups concerned with copy
right in an effort to work out revisions of the law looking toward ad
herence to the Berne Convention and the establishment of a better basis 
for a future Pan American Copyright Convention. Participating 
in these conferences were representatives of authors, publishers, the 
printing trades, motion picture producers, radio broadcasters, record 
manufacturers, libraries, and scholars. The Shotwell committee 
secured from each group a statement of the changes it desired in the 
law, circulated these statements among the various g'!oups for com
ment, and then designated a number of smaller committees to attempt 
to reconcile the major conflicts. These conferences continued until 
the latter part of 1939 when the Shotwell committee drafted a bill for 
a complete revision of the law. The various groups agreed that the 
bill might be introduced, but a number of them indicated their in
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tention to present objections to various features of the bill. The bill 
was introduced by Senator Thomas as S. 3043 in the 76th Congress 
on January 8, 1940. 

Meanwhile, on April 11, 1939, at the behest of Senator Thomas, 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations had again reported favor
ably on ratification of the 1928 Rome revision of the Berne Conven
tion (Ex. Rept. No.2, 76th Cong.), but further action on the report 
was deferred pending the necessary amendments of the law on which 
the Shotwell committee was working. 

No hearings were held on the "Shotwell bill" introduced by Senator 
Thomas. According to a report in the January 24, 1940, issue of 
Variety, a leading journal of the entertainment industries, the bill 
was favored by the authors and book publishers, but opposed by the 
radio broadcasters, motion picture producers, periodical publishers, 
and record manufacturers. 

The Register of Copyrights, who had not participated in the ac
tivities of the Shotwell committee, submitted his VIews on the bill 
at the request of Senator Bone, then chairman of the Committee on 
Patents, and expressed his opposition to many features of the bill. 

No further action was taken on the bill. 

SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS 

It may be of interest to mention briefly the major issues on which 
the groups concerned differed during the efforts. between 1924 and 
1940to revise the law. 

.Among the most im;por~ant differences were those concerning pro
VISIOns deemed essential for adherence to the 1928 Rome ReVISIOn of 
the Berne Convention: Automatic copyright in the author upon crea
tion of the work (i.e., without :v,~11alities such as notice, deposit of 
copies, and registration) ; removal of the requirement for domestic 
manufacture of foreign books and periodicals; retroactive copyright 
protection of foreign works; the duration of copyright for the life 
of the author and a period of years after his death; copyright in oral 
speeches; and the "moral" rights of authors. Other important issues 
of controversy were proposals for divisible copyright (i.e., the assign
ment of separate rights) ; the removal of the "compulsory license" 
for the recording of music; the removal or diminution of the statutory 
minimum damages; the protection of "innocent" infringers; the re
moval of the privilege of scholars and libraries to import copies; and 
the restriction of performance rights. In the middle 1930's the pro
posals to extend copyright protection to industrial designs and to 
recorded performances of music opened by new areas of controversy. 
It may be said in general that the maj or controversies were rooted 

in the conflicting interests of the various author and publisher groups 
on the one hand, and the users of copyright material-such as broad
casters, motion picture producers, and record manufacturers-on the 
other hand. Each effort to revise the law resolved itself into an at
tempt to reconcile this conflict of interests through extended discus
sion and negotiation with the various groups concerned in order to 
work out compromise solutions to the controversial issues. Such an 
attempt was successful in the enactment of the 1909 revision and 
almost succeeded with the Vestal bill in 19S1. 
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INDIVIDUAL AMENDMENTS 

Between 1926 and 1941, five acts were passed amending individual 
provisions of the copyright law: Act of July 3, 1926, 44 Stat. 818; 
act of May 23, 1928,45 Stat. 713; act of July 31, 1939, 53 Stat. 1142; 
act of March 15, 1940, 54 Stat. 51; and act of September 25, 1941, 
55 Stat. 732. 

III. REVISION FOR ADHERENOE TO THE UNIVERSAL COPYRIGHT
 

CONVENTION
 

After World War II, with the further expansion of the foreign 
market for U.S. copyright material, a movement for more effective 
international copyright relations was revived. It was now clear that 
the United States would not adhere to the Berne Convention. As 
stated in the report of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
dealing with the Universal Copyright Convention (Ex. Rept. No.5, 
83d Cong., June 11,1954) : 

[The United States] has found it impossible to subscribe to the [Berne] Con
vention * * • because it embodied concepts at variance with American Copy
right Law. These concepts invoived such matters as the automatic recognition 
of copyright without any formalities, the protection of "moral" rights and the 
retroactivity of copyright protection with respect to works which are already in 
the public domain in the United States. This revival of copyright under the 
retroactivity doctrine would have worked considerable prejudice to American 
motion picture, music, and publishing houses • • *. Finally it was claimed that 
Berne's protection of "oral" works, such as speeches, would have conflicted with 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, which refers only to "writings" as 
material to be protected. 

The new effort was directed at preparing a new international con
vention to which both the member countries and the nonmembers of 
the Berne Union-might adhere. In September 1947, an intergovern
mental committee of copyright experts assembled by the United Na
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
at a meeting in Paris, proposed that UNESCO undertake a survey of 
the international copyright relations of all the countries of the world. 
Beginning in 1948, UNESCO assembled information on the interna
tional copyright situation in all countries by means of questionnaires 
sent to the various countries. UNESCO submitted its report to an 
intergovernmental Committee of Experts which met in Paris in July 
1949. This second Committee of Experts proposed the preparation
of a new Universal Copyright Convention and formulated the basic 
principles for such a convention. This proposal and statement of 
basic principles was then sent to the governments of all countries for 
comment. The replies of the governments were submitted to a third 
Committee of Experts meeting in Washington in October and Novem
ber 1950, and this Committee developed a revised. and more detailed 
statement of princifles to be embodied in the new convention. This 
second statement 0 principles was circulated among all the govern
ments; and on the basis of their comments, a fourth Committee of Ex
perts met in Paris in June 1951 and prepared a preliminary draft of 
the convention which was submitted to all the countries. A special 
committee of representatives of the pan-American countries met in 
Washington early in 1952 to consider the effect of the new draft con
vention on copyright relations among the American Republics. 
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An Intergovernmental Conference was held in Geneva in August 
and September 1952 at which the Universal Copyright Convention 
was drafted in final form. The new Convention was signed by 40 
countries including the United States, and was open to adherence by 
other countries as well. 

Throughout this process of formulating the Convention, the Li
brarian of Congress, the Register of Copyrights, and the State Depart
ment, working through a Panel on International Copyright, met and 
consulted with representatives of all the various interests in the United 
States concerned with copyright. This Panel was established as an 
auxiliary of the State Department's U.S. National Commission for 
UNESCO, with the Librarian of Congress as chairman of the Panel. 
At each stage of the development of the Convention, before and after 
each meeting of the international Committee of Experts, the views of 
all the interests were secured and exchanged at meetings of the Panel 
and through informal conferences and correspondence carried on by 
the State Department and the Register of Copyrights. From 1948 to 
1953 fourteen meetings of the Panel were held. In addition to more 
than 60 representatives of the various industries and interests con
cerned, representatives of other Government agencies, including the 
Justice, Commerce, and Labor Departments, attended some of the 
Panel meetings. On the basis of these meetings and other exchanges 
of views, the position of the U.S. Government was developed before 
each meeting of the international Committee of Experts and before the 
Geneva Conference in 1952. Every effort was made to secure the 
agreement of the various interests on the position to be taken by the 
U.S. Government at each stage of the development of the Convention. 

The Librarian of Congress, the Register of Copyrights, a representa
tive of the State Department, and some of the attorneys representing 
various interests participated in the several international meetings of 
experts. At the Geneva Conference in 1952which completed the Con
vention, the U.S. delegation consisted of the Librarian of Congress as 
chairman, the Register of Copyrights, a representative of the State 
Department, two Congressmen, and four leading copyright attorneys 
who represented a diversity of private interests. The position taken 
by the U.S. delegation at the conference had the unanimous approval 
of the members of the delegation on every point. 

On June 10, 1953, President Eisenhower submitted the Universal 
Copyright Convention to the Senate for its advice and consent to rati
fication (Ex. M, 83d Cong.). Ratification required major changes in 
the copyright law to make it conform with the Convention in respect 
to the protection afforded works created by citizens of, or first pub
lished Ill, other member countries. A bill to amend the law accord
ingly was drafted by the Copyright Office in collaboration with the 
State Department, and was introduced by Representative Crumpacker 
(H.R. 6616), Representative Reed (H.R. 6670), and Senator Langer 
(S.2559) during July and August 1953. 

On March 15 and 17 and April 9, 1954, hearings on the House bills 
were held before a subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee. 
On April 7 and 8, 1954, hearings on the Convention and the Senate 
bill were held before a joint subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Rela
tions and Judiciary Committees. At these hearings the Convention 
and the bills were supported by representatives of the authors, com
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posers, book publishers, music publishers, periodical publishers, bar 
associations, libraries, scholars, radio and television broadcasters, 
record manufacturers, motion picture producers and exhibitors, and 
photographers. Adoption of the Convention and bills was also urged 
by the Librarian of Congress, the Register of Copyrights, and repre
sentatives of the State, Commerce, and Labor Departments. 

The Convention and bills were opposed only by the printing and 
binding trades unions of the American Federation of Labor because 
of the removal of the requirement for domestic manufacture of books 
by foreign authors published in other member countries of the Con
vention. The removal of this requirement was essential for adherence 
to the Convention. The Congress of Industrial Organizations, how
ever, filed a statement favoring adoption of the Convention and bills. 
After the hearings, representatives of some of the motion picture pro
ducers indicated their objection to one feature of the Convention; but 
as indicated in the Senate report (No. 1936, S3d Cong.), they 
subsequently withdrew their objection and favored adoption of the 
Convention and bills. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations reported favorably on 
rut.ification of the Convention on .Iune 11, 1954 (Ex. Rept. No.5, S3d 
Cong.), and on .Iune 25, 1954, ratification of the Convention was 
approved by a 65-3 vote of the Senate. 

On July 19, 1954,the Senate -Iudiciary Committee reported S. 2559 
favorably (S. Rept. No. 1936, S3d Cong.). On August 3, 1954, the 
House Judiciary Committee reported H.R. 6616 favorably (H. Rept. 
No. 2608, S3d Cong.), and on that same day the House passed the 
bill. On August 18, 1954, the Senate passed H.R. 6616. It was signed 
by the President on August 31,1954,as Public Law 743. On December 
6, 1954,the President deposited with UNESCO the instrument ratify
ing the Convention. 

The almost unanimous support of the Convention and bill by the 
many diverse interests concerned, was summarized by Senator Hicken
looper, in presenting the Convention to the Senate on June 25,1954, as 
follows: 

Few treaties which have been presented to the Senate have had such wide
spread endorsement by so many different elements of the American public as this 
Oonvention has received * * •. The Oonvention has been drafted with the 
greatest of care and skill. Its clauses were painstakingly developed in extensive 
consultations between copyright experts here and abroad * * *. The result 
of the [Geneva] Conference was a document which not only embodies the most 
acceptable concepts of American and European practice, but which recognizes 
the basic prtnclples governing the Law of Copyright in the United States. 

INDIVIDUAL AMENDMENTS 

No copyright legislation was enacted during the years 1942 to 1946. 
By the act of July 30, 1947 (61 Stat. 652), the Copyright Act of 1909, 
as amended). was codified and enacted into positive law as title 17 of 
the United States Code. Since then five acts have been passed amend
ing individual provisions of the copyright law, some of considerable 
substantive importance: Act of April 27, 1948, 62 Stat. 202; act of 
June 3, 1949, 63 Stat. 153; act of October 31, 1951, 65 Stat. 710; act of 
July 17, 1952,66 Stat. 752; and act of April 13, 1954,68 Stat. 52. 

The act of August 31, 1954,61 Stat. 65~ amending the copyright law 
to implement the Universal Copyright Convention, has already been 
mentioned, 



SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE 

REVISION OF PATENT AND TRADEMARK LAWS 

In a number of respects the patent and trademark laws parallel the 
copyright law. The patent and copyright laws are founded on the 
same provision of the U.S. Constitution, article I, section 8, eighth 
clause; the trademark law is founded on article I, section 8, third 
clause (the commerce clause}. All three laws deal with intangible 
property rights of a special character. All three are under the juris
diction of the same subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of the 
respective Houses of Congress. 

In connection with the history of copyright law revision, therefore, 
it may be enlightening to summarize briefly the history of the recent 
revisions of the patent and trademark laws. 

I. PATENT LAW REVISION 

The first patent law of the United States, like our first copyright 
law, was enacted in 1790 by the First Congress. Aside from amend
ments of particular items, general revisions of the patent law were 
made in 1836 (5 Stat. 117), in 1861 (12 Stat. 246), and in 1870 (16 
Stat. 198). After 1870 there was no general revision until the recent 
act of July 19, 1952 (66 Stat. 792) which enacted the new patent law 
as title 35 of the United States Code." 

For some years prior to 1952 the patent bar had been urging that the 
existing law-basically the law of 1870 with a number of amend
ments-had become outmoded and should be revised in a number of 
respects. At the same time, the codification of the patent statutes was 
being contemplated as a part of the general program for codification 
of all the laws of the Umted States. These two movements came to a 
head in 1949 when the Subcommittee on Patents of the House Judiciary 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Representative Bryson, inau
gurated a comprehensive study of the patent law with a view to its com
plete revision and codification. The subcommittee enlisted the aid of 
Mr. P. J. Federico of the Patent Office to assemble reports on prior 
laws and legislative proposals and suggestions which had been made by 
various groups for changes in the law, and to draft preliminary alter
native proposals for a new law as a basis for diSCUSSIOn. In February 
1950, these reports and proposals were circulated by the subcommittee 
to a great number of patent attorneys and others mterested for their 
comments and suggestions, 

11 The hlstory ot thls act ot 1952 Is summarlzed In the hearings on B.R. 3760. 82d Cong., 
June 11l-15.l. 1951, and In the Hoose and Senate reports on H.R. 7794, 82d Congo (H. Rept.
No. 1923; ~. Rept. No. 1979). Ita hlstory Is also summarlzed ln pp. 6--9 of the "Commen
tary on the New Patent Act" hJ' P. J. Federlco, Examlner-ln-Chlef ot the U.S. Patent 
Office, appearing In title 35 of the United States Code .A.nnotated. 

15 
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The various patent law associations organized a coordinating com
mittee of patent attorneys which coordinated the views of the patent 
groups on the preliminary proposals and the subsequent draft bills. 
This coordinating committee prepared reports and recommendations 
which it submitted to the subcommittee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

On the basis of the comments and suggestions received on the pre
liminary proposals, the subcommittee, with the technical assistance of 
Mr. Federico and others, prepared a bill which was introduced by 
Representative Bryson on July 17, 1950, as H.R. 9133, 81st Congress." 
Over 6,000 copies of this first bill were distributed by the subcommittee 
to all who were thought to be concerned for their further comment and 
suggestions, after which the bill was revised and reintroduced by Rep
resentative Bryson on April 18, 1951, as H.R. 3760, 82d Congress. 

Hearings on H.R. 3760 were held before the subcommittee of the 
House Judiciary Committee on June 13, 14, and 15, 1951. A large 
number of persons representing Government agencies, bar groups, in
ventors, industries, and other miscellaneous interests concerned with 
patent law, presented their views at the hearings. 

On the basis of these hearings and further comments received there
after, the subcommittee prepared another revised bill. Representative 
Bryson introduced this revised bill on May 12, 1952, as H.R. 7794, 82d 
Congress, and on the same day the bill was reported favorably by the 
House Judiciary Committee (H. Rept. No. 1923,82d Cong.). The bill 
was passed by the House on May 19, 1952,by unanimous consent. The 
Senate Judiciary Committee reported the bill favorably, with a few 
minor amendments, on June 27,1952 (S. Rept. No. 1979, 82d Cong.), 
and the bill was passed by the Senate on July 4, 1952, by unanimous 
consent. The House concurred in the Senate amendments later the 
same day, and the bill was signed by the President on July 19, 1952, 
becoming Public Law 593,82d Congress. 

II. TRADEMARK LAW REVISION 

The first trademark law of the United States was enacted in 1870 
as part of an act to revise and consolidate the patent and copyright 
laws (16 Stat. 198, at 210). Based on the patent and copyright clause 
of the Constitution (art. I, sec. 8, eighth clause), the trademark pro
visions of that act were held unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1879 (Trademark Oases,100U.S. 82). In 1881 a new trade
mark law was enacted (21 Stat. 502) limited to trademarks used in 
commerce with foreign nations or with the Indian tribes. It was 
not until 1905 (33 Stat. 724) that a trademark statute was enacted 
covering interstate commerce generally, and for 42 years this was the 
basic Federal statute on trademarks. The 1905 act was amended a 
number of times, and was supplemented by a statute enacted in 1920 
(41 Stat. 533) to provide for the registration of certain trademarks 
not otherwise registrable, in order to qualify them for protection in 
foreign countries under international conventions. 

u It should be noted that In drafting the bflI. some of tbe earlfer proposals for substan
tive changes In the law were eliminated as too controversIal for consideration In the 
general reVisIon and codUl.catlon. 
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The act of 1905 was merely a procedural statute providing for 
registration of trademarks to establish prima facie evidence of owner
ship and for remedial actions in the Federal courts. The substantive 
rights of trademark owners were left to the common law or statutes 
of the several States. By the 1920's, many people had become dis
satisfied with the act of 1905 and a movement began to revise and 
enlarge the Federal trademark law. Committees of several bar associa
tions worked together in drafting a bill for complete revision of the 
law, which was first introduced in 1924 in the 68th Congress, and 
successive bills were introduced in the 69th through the 72d Con
gresses.I S Hearings were held in each Congress before the House or 
Senate Committee on Patents at which many of the features of the 
bills were in controversy. In the 69th and 70th Congresses, bills 
introduced by Representative Vestal, as redrafted and reintroduced 
after the hearings, passed the House but died in the Senate committee. 
In the 71st Congress in 1931, the Vestal bill passed the House; it was 
reported by the Senate committee and brought under debate in the 
Senate, but was not reached for a vote before adjournment," 

In the 72d Congress Representative Vestal reintroduced his bill as 
H.R. 7118 and hearings were held but, after his death during that 
session, no further action was taken. 

No bills to revise the trademark law were introduced during the 
73d or 74th Congress. Some of the bar groups, however, becoming 
disturbed at the trend in the States to enact laws requiring local regis
tration of trademarks, reactivated their committees on revision of the 
Federal trademark law and these committees drafted a bill for com
plete revision which Representative Lanham introduced in the 75th 
Congress in 1938 as H.R. 9041. Hearings were held before the House 
Committee on Patents on March 15-18, 1938, at which this bill was 
discussed section by section in order to apprise the House committee 
of the different views of the various groups concerned. Differences 
of oJ?inion on a number of important issues were brought out at the 
hearmgs. On the basis of these hearings the bar committees pre
pared a revised draft which Representative Lanham introduced in 
the 76th Congress as H.R. 4744. Hearings on this bill were held on 
March 28-30, 1939, after which it was revised to reconcile differences 
of opinion and reintroduced as H.R. 6618~ 76th Congress. Further 
hearmgs were held on June 22, 1939, and H.R. 6618 was reported 
favorably by the House committee on June 27,1939 (H. Rept. No. 944, 
76th Cong.), and was passed by the House on July 17, 1939. The 
Senate Committee on Patents, after extended consultation with the 
members of the House committee, reported the bill on May 1, 1940, 
with several amendments including some on controversial points 
(S. Rept. No. 1562, 76th Cong.), The Senate first voted to pass the 
bill but then adopted a motion to reconsider. No further action 
was taken. 

:uI In the 68th Cong., 8. 2679. In the 69th Cong., H.R. 6248. H.R. 13486. 8. 21l47, and 
S. 4811. In the 70th Cong., B.R. 6683, B.R. 11988, B.R. 13109, and S. 2744. In the 
71st Cong.{ B.R. 2828. In the 72d Cong., B.R. 7118 anti S. 2679. 

:u It Is nteresttng to note the parallel between these efforts to revIse the trademark 
law during this perIod ot 1924-3 and the efforts durIng the same perIod by the same 
Bouse committee under the leadershIp ot RepresentatIve Vestal to revIse the copyrIght
law. See pp, 4-7 ot the accompanyIng "The Blstory ot U.S.A. Copyright Law RevIsion 
From 1901 to 1954." 
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In the 77th Congress in 1941, Senator Bone introduced S. 895, the 
bill as modified by the Senate committee in the preceding Congress, 
and Representative Lanham introduced an identical bill as H.R. 102. 
The Senate bill was reported out on July 22, 1941 (S. ReJ:t. No. 568, 
77th Cong.) , and was passed by the Senate on September 1" 1941. 

Meanwhile, in the autumn of 1940, a number of trade associations 
(the National Association of Manufacturers, the Association of Na
tional Advertisers, the United States Trademark Association, and 
others) had joined with the trademark bar groups in organizing a 
coordinating committee to reconcile the differing views on the remain
ing points of controversy and draft a revised bill that all might 
support. That draft, with some changes, was introduced by Repre
sentative Lanham on July 31,1941, as H.R. 5461. In November 1M1, 
after the Senate had passed S. 895, hearings were held before the 
House committee on the three bills (H.R. 102, H.R. 5461, and S. 8(5) 
at which a number of amendments to H.R. 5461 were suggested. The 
House committee adopted some of those suggestions, revised S. 895 
in numerous respects to conform with the amended version of H.R. 
5461,and reported out S. 895 as so revised on June 25,1942 (H. Rept. 
No. 2283, 77th Cong.). The revised S. 895 was passed by the House on 
September 24, 1942. 

In the 78th Congress, Representative Lanham introduced, as H.R. 
82, the bill passed by the House in the preceding Congress with a few 
amendments that had been suggested by the Senate committee. Hear
ings before the House committee on April 7 and 8, 1943, were confined 
to a few particular points of controversy in view of anticipated hear
ings by the Senate committee. H.R. 82 was reported favorably by the 
House committee on June 25, 1943 (H. Rept. No. 603, 78th Cong.), 
and passed the House on June 28, 1943. The Senate committee held' 
hearings on November 15 and 16,1944, and reported the bill with sev
eral amendments on December 4, 1944 (S. Rept. No. 1303,78th Cong.) . 
The bill was not reached for a vote in the Senate before adjournment. 

Representative Lanham reintroduced his bill on January 22, 1945, in 
the 79th Congress as H.R. 1654. On February 26,1945, the House com
mittee reported the bill with a few minor amendments (H. Rept. No. 
219, 79th Cong.), and the bill was passed by the House on March 5, 
1945. The Senate committee reported the bill with several amend
ments on May, 14, 1946 (S. Rept. No. 1333,79th Cong.) , and the Senate 
passed the hill on June 14, 1946, with some further amendments. A 
conference committee met on June 21 and filed its report on .Iune 24 
(H. Rept. No. 2322, 79th Cong.), which was agreed to by the Honse 
on June 25 and by the Senate on June 28, 1946. The act was signed 
by President Truman on July 5, 1946, and became Public Law 489, 
79th Congress, effective July 5, 1947. 
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As stated in the House report (No. 219, 79th Cong.) submitted by 
Representative Lanham on H.R. 1654, on the bill finally enacted: 

Besides the official recorded action of Congress concerning the proposed legis
lation, many hours of time were devoted to the perfecting of this legislation by 
the Members of Congress in conference with officials of various Government 
departments, lawyers, trademark owners, manufacturers, and others interested• in securing the enactment of a modern concise trademark statute. It might 
also be mentioned that various committees (of bar and trade associations) studied 
and debated the various bills, and presented their conclusions for official con
sideration at various times. 

The activities of the bar and trade associations and of the commit
tees organized by them have been outlined in the foregoing summary. 
The Government agencies that participated in various hearings and 
presented their views to the congressional committees included the 
Justice Department, the Federal Trade Commission, the Food and 
Drug Admmistration, and the Navy Department, as well as the Patent 
Office. Officials of the Patent Office were consulted by the bar and 
trade associations in the drafting of proposed bills, were present at 
the various hearings as advisers of the congressional committees, and 
assisted the committees in revising the successive bills . 
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PREFATORY NOTE 

This study presents background economic data concerning (1) the 
various industries in the United States that exploit copyrightable 
materials for profit and (2) the revenues of creators of such materials. 

Some of the economic data presented in this study are compiled 
here for the first time and are baSed on the available information which 
is incomplete in some respects. It must therefore be recognized that 
some of the statistical computations represent estimates based on the 
available information. 

THE C-orYRIGHT OFFICE, 
T'IBRARY OF CoNGRESS. 
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SIZE OF THE COPYRIGHT INDUSTRIES
 

I. THE ECONOMIC SIZE-IMl'QRTANCE OF THE CoFYRIGHT INDUSTRIES 

A. THE PROBLEM: 

Of what quantitative importance in the total economy of the United 
States are the industries that depend upon the exploitation of copy
rightable material ~ What parts of the economy are dependent upon 
such material ~ Some measure of size is required; what logical meas
ure is appropriate to indicate the size-importance of the copyright 
industries ~ How does the size-importance of the copyright indus
tries compare with that of other industries ~ 

B. THE RESULT8-BUMMARY 

Study of these questions has led to the following conclusions: 
1. The segments of the economy which exploit copyrightable ma

terial for purposes of profit are the basis of any such investigation; 
these may be either manufacturing, processin~> wholesale, or retail 
activities, and together they may be called the' copyright industries." 

2. The most suitable measure of the economic size-importance of 
the copyright industries is the contribution which they make to the 
national income. This unit of measure is applicable to any level of 
economic activity; it also avoids duplication among the various eco
nomic levels, and thus lends itself to summation. 

3. In 1954, the copyright industries, as a group, contributed an 
estimated $6.1 billion to the total national income of $299.7 billion. 
For purposes of 'comparison, it is noted that the copyright industries 
contributed more than mining or banking or the electric and gas 
ultilities; they contributed slightly less than the automobile manu
facturing industry or railroad transportation. These comparisons 
are shown in table I, page 28. 

4. Individual copyright industries range in size-importance from 
a high of $1,550 million national income originated by the newspaper 
publishing industry, down to $22 million national income originated 
by retail music stores. The economic size-importance of individual 
copyright industries is shown in table II, page 28. 

27 
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TABLE I.~elecleit _IiotIaJ itIcom6 m~. cal6rtdGr .,.,. 195,f 1 

Bflliou 

National income of the United States- $299. 7 
National income originated by-Farms..___________________ 16. 6 

Manufacture of food and kindred produebJ 8. 0 
Railroad transportatlonc,., 6. 6 
Manufacture of automobiles and equipmenL-_________ 6. 5 
Manufacture of electrical machinery 6. 4 
COPYRIGHT INDUSTRIES________ 6.1 
Medical and other health aerviceB.-________________ 6.1 
Electric and gas utilitie8---__ 5. 7 
Mining____________ 5. 2llanking____________ ~5 

Telephone, telegraph. and related aervlces.- 4. 4 
Hotels and lodging places____________ 1. 6 

1 From U.S. Department of Commerce. Oftlce til BuBln_ J:mIlOmJal, "'Burn!J' of ~ 
rent Boslness," Joly 1955. p. H. table 13; exeept for mp7l1ght JDtlIlllt:rls wblell are 
shown as estimated In this study. 

TABU II.-B"ifM,e4 naliotlGJ itlCOtll6 origffIale4 .. eacA at lu 00fIJ1rlII1&f 
iftd..,f"ieI. CGleadar fI6IIr 195,f. 

Standard 
Indostrlal
 
c18SS1f1ca

tIon
 
code NO.1
 

771. _ 
Newspaper pub~------------------------ _ ....272 _ PmodieaJ pnbllshIng _ 

tmI
274 _ MIsceIJaneous pub1lshlng. = 
275 _ CommerclaJ printing 1 _ 

273 _ Rook pub1lshlog _ 

1111 
276 _ Llthograpblng _  lIIII 
m _ Oreeting t'8rds _ 1M 
278 _ Bookbinding and related lndostrieB t _ 1I5 
3563 _ 82 
lIIH2 _ iii 

S21Ill94 _ NewsdeaJen and newsstandlI
 
5995 _ M usIe stores t " _
 
7332 : __ Commercla1 pbotGgraphy _
 

~::=~-~-~=============--=========== _ 3lI 
2Z 

731. _ Ad ..ertlsIn" _ 74 
n6735 _ News syndlcstftL _ 

77 _ Radio broadeastlng and leIevlslon _ 64 
liD78 _ Motion plelUres _ 
1Il7

792 _ Theater.! and tbeatrieal prodncers (except motion pIdunaI) _ 1111795 _ Bands, orchestras. and enterialnel1'-- _ liII7999 _ Amusement and recreation servIees,n.ll.e."(operation ofmrtomatle~phonograpbsJ _ 
Misalllaneoos copyright lndustrl8l 2t2 

n _ 121 
1-----TolaL _ 

II,I2l 

I As set forlb In the "Standard Indostrlal CJassI".,.uon ManuIII." U- of &beBodpt, IML ThIs 
pohncaUon win be eItOO. as "SIC Manual." 

t Parts of tbilI code have been excluded as 1JeIJJc DOI1tUPYltcbtIn -.- Yar deIaib of the ___ 
In tbilI table, see app. A, Infra. 

C. THE COPYRIGHT IND08'I:lUJ!8 Dxrnom 

As such, the individual creator of literary or artistic property can
not be considered to be part of any coppight industry. Creation of 
such property does Dot imply economic Importance; only if the prop
erly 15 exploited for profit purposes does it assume importance from 
the economic viewpoint. Therefore, any economic activity which ex
ploits copyrightable material for purposes of profit should be included 
among thecopyright industries. 
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The various kinds of copyrightable materials are classified in 13 
categories in the copyright law. This classification is further broken 
down into 14 categories III the Annual Report of the Register of Copy
rights and it is the major source of identification for the copyright 
industries. Most of these 14 categories can be more or less closely 
associated with accepted statistical classifications of industries that 
exploit such materials. 

However, a. number of industries which participate in the exploita
tion of copyrightable material for profit do not appear as registrants 
of copyrightable materials. These include phonograph record manu
facturers and retailers; certain other users of copyright music, such as 
bands, orchestras, and jukebox operators; and retail outlets for books, 
periodicals, and music. 

Parts of other miscellaneous industries also exploit copyrightable 
materials for profit. In order to cover these, insofar as they are en
~ in exploiting such material for profit, an arbitrary addition 
haS been made to the total size-importance of the copyright industries. 
(See table II, p. 28, final item.) 
It should be observed that the copyright industries, as defined for 

purposes of this study, do not cover all commercial uses of copyright
able material. Virtually every industry makes some incidental use of 
such material, for example, in reports and publications and in design
ing, packaging, and advertising its products. The extent of such inci
dental uses cannot be estimated, but would probably be considerable in 
aggregate volume. This study, however, pertains only to those indus
tries that are engaged in the business of exploiting copyrightable mate
rial for profit. 

The list of industries shown in table II, page 28, has been developed 
from the 14 categories of copyrightable material specified in the 1954 
Annual Report of the Register of Copyrights, together with the other 
groups which exploit copyrightable material to some extent. For 
statistical purposes, the classifications of the Copyright Office have 
been adjusted to conform with the Standard Industrial Classification 
of the Bureau of the Budget, as shown in the "SIC Manual." 

D. JolETHOOOLOGY: THE MEASUREMENT OF ECONOMIC SIZE-IMP0l.tTANCE 

The more usual measures of economic size-importance are not appro
f.riate for measuring the size-importance of the copyright industries. 
Net income" or "profitability" both fail to include firms which may be 

important but unprofitable. "Number of employees" does not accu
rately reflect economic importance: a hi~hly mechanized industry with 
only a few employees may make an important contribution to the 
economy. "Capital investment" is not necessarily proportional to the 
contribution of the firm to the economy; capital may be turned over 
rapidly or slowly. "Total sales" ("total receipts" or "total revenues") 
u;mall.y includes more than the contribution of the firm to the economy, 
SInceIt U! the rare firm that does not purchase raw materials, compo
nents, or Inventory from other firms; such purchases are reflected in the 
final sales prices but they do not represent :l. contribution of that firm 
to the economy. "Total sales" is particularly inappropriate as a meas
~ of ~nomic size-importance in situations where interdependent 
mdustries are among those to be measured; e.g., if the sales figure for 
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book publishers, book wholesalers, and book retailers were added, seri
ous duplication would exist in the final total. It is not to be inferred 
that the units of measure discussed in this paragraph are useless for 
other purposes; it is only concluded that they are not suitable for 
measurement of the size-importance of the copyright industries. 

The concellt of "national income" may be used to measure the eco
nomic size-importance of an individual industry in the form of 
''national income originated" by that industry. "National income" is 
defined as "the aggregate earnings of labor and property which arise 
from current production." 1 It may be measured by adding together 
the payments which are made to the factors of production. These pay
ments comprise: (a) the compensation of all types of workers; (b) in
terest; (c) rent, including payments ~or the use of copyright p~operty; 
and (d) profits. Only these categories of payment reflect umque and 
unduplicnted contributions to the current production process, and they 
afford the basis for a unit of measurement of economic size-importance 
which is comparable as among industries and which may be summated 
without duplication to indicate the size-importance of a group of in
dustries. The figures in table II, page 28, have been estimated for the 
various copyright industries on the basis of this concept. 

E. METHODOLOGY: METHODS OF ESTIMATION 

In general, the annual estimates of national income of the Office of 
Business Economics of the Department of Commerce form the basis of 
the size-importance estimates of the copyright industries. Because of 
the varying kinds of data available, different methods have been used 
for different copyright industries. In two cases-radio broadcasting 
and television, and motion pictures-the estimates of the aBE are 
used without change. In other cases it has been necessary to extract 
the copyright industries from the industrial categories shown by the 
OBE. Of greatest importance as guides to the breakdown of the 
OBE national income figures have been the "value added by manu
facture" 2 (from Bureau of Census sources) and "total annual wages 
paid" (from Bureau of Labor Statistics sources) . In some instances 
It has been necessary to devise special techniques to overcome the 
paucity of data. 

It has been necessary to choose tho calendar y'ear 1954for these esti
mates because the "19M Census of Business" (Bureau of the Census)
is the most recent available. 

Details of the methods of estimation applied to each of the individ
ual copyright industries are set forth in appendix A, infra. 

II. REVENUEs OF CREATORS OF COPYRIGHTABLE MATERIAL8 

A. THl! PROBLEM ANALYZED 

. As a part of the entire national income originated by the copyright 
lll~ustrles, what contribution is made by creators of copyright rna
terial ~ The amount of this contribution will equate with the revenues 
received by creators in exchange for all creative effort which finds its 

• Department of Commerce. Olllce of BUtJ1Dl!llII 1IlcloDomlell, NNatienal Ineome, 19114," p. 1. 
I "National Income ortetnated" fB a relined form of the "value added by manufacture." 

Ct. Department of Commerce, Olllce of Buslnen Economlell "Nattonal Income. 19~4"
P. 176, footnote 1. " 
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way into commercial channels. Estimation of the amount of this con
tribution in each of the copyright industries, and in the copyright 
industries as a group, is the problem encountered in section II of this 
study. 

In the final analysis, all copyrightable materials are created by in
dividuals. However, they may be created: (a) on an independent 
basis; (b) under a free-lance contract with others; (0) under an em
ployee-for-hire contract with others which provides for specific crea
tive services; or (d) under an employment contract for generalized 
services which contribute to or enhance the ccpyrightable elements in 
other copyrightable materials. Independent (i.e., nonemployed) 
creators have full control of their created works, and they:may lease or 
sell them at will. 

Under free-lance contracts, creators usually agree to create a certain 
work for which they will be paid a specified percentage or amount, 
either as purchase price or royalty, or both. Under employee-for-hire 
contracts, the employee usually transfers all rights in his creative work 
to his employer. This may be done by an employee hired to do creative 
work specifically or it may be done by an employee hired to do more 
generalized work which contributes to the copyrightable elements in 
other creative work. Creative work done under employee-for-hire 
contracts may be called "creation by a corporate author." 

Within this framework, three major groups may ·.e recognized in 
estimating the revenues of creators. Group I may be called "com
mercial users": commercial organizations that purchase or lease copy
rightable materials for commercial use, paying the individual or cor
porate creator either an outright purchase price or a continuing 
royalty, or a combination of the two. Commercial users are a major 
source of revenues paid to individual creators or their agents. Indus
tries in this group may also be caned the "commercial copyright 
industries." 

Group II may be called "creator-users": commercial organizations 
which employ individual creators on an employee-for-hire basis, taking 
ownership to the works created by the latter; they also create in It 

corporate sense, i.e., through editing, arranging, etc., they make crea
tive additions to the work of the individual creators whom they hire. 
For example, through editing, arranging, combining, etc., publishers 
of a magazine add to the individual creative work of story authors 
and advertising agencies and obtain copyright on the entire magazine. 
Industries in this group may also be called the "creative copyright 
industries." 

Group III comprises "individual creators," not employees-for-hire, 
who handle their copyrightable material as individuals and receive 
payment for the commercial utilization of that material frequently, 
although not always, directly from commercial users and creator
users. 

B. METHODS OF ESTIMATION 

Actual amounts paid by commercial users (group I) for the right 
to exploit copyrightable materials may be used directly as a measure 
of the revenues of creators. Simila.rly, the actual amounts received 
by individual creators (group III) for the commercial use of their 
copyrightable works may be used directly. "Double counting" as 
between those two groups must be avoided. 
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Creator-users (group II) present a different measurement problem. 
When an or~anization hires employees for specific creative tasks, and 
also has on Its staff other employees who in the course of their more 
generalized duties increase the copyrightable product of the specific 
creative personnel, and also has on its staff still other employees who 
carry on no direct or indirect creative work but in the course of gen
eralized organizational or administrative activities enhance still fur
ther the values of contributors, editors, and arrangers, then the ques
tion arises as to just how much the organization as a whole "creates." 
For purposes of this study, the contribution of such a firm (or indus
try) to the national income has been accepted as the most appropriate 
baSIS for measurement of payments for creative work. Contribution 
to national income includes payments by the firm or industry of "com
pensation of employees, profits of corporate and unincorporated 
enterprises, net interest, and rental income of persons," the last item 
including "royalties received by persons from patents, copyrights, and 
rights to natural resources." 8 The estimates of revenues of creators 
for group II industries are based on the contribution of the industry 
to national income as estimated by the Office of Business Bconomies 
of the Department of Commerce. 

In adding the estimates of the three lP"0ups in order to obtain a 
total figure for the revenues of creators, It is possible to combine the 
three estimates without duplication. All three of the groups include 
the compensation of employed and individual creators, and group IT 
includes additional revenues for the "corporative creativity" which 
inheres in those industries. 

The payments of groups I and II are largely duplicated in the 
receipts of individual creators or other wage and royalty recipients. 
In order to avoid double counting, revenues received by individual 
creators (group III) may not 00 counted to the extent that they 
are already measured by the payments made to individual creators 
by the other two groups. However, individual creators (group ill) 
receive directly certain payments which are not included among the 
estimates of the payments made by the other two groups. 

C. THE BESUIlrS---8UJOURY 

The following table summarizes the estimates of creators' revenues 
in the three groups in 1954: 

[MllioDB of do\lBrS] 

From 
CllII'POr8te 
creation 

Fromnoo
aorporate
creatlm 

Total 
llI'll8tIn' 
rev_ 

CommercIal users (II\'OUp I}----------------------------------Creator-users (group II) ______________________________________ 
Ind1vldual creators (group IIIl _______________________________ 

Total_________________________________________•_________ 

-------ji""4io
------------..-

IllII 
2llO 
35 

IllII 
t,

35 

2,419 423 ,,1It2 

These figures are estimates of the revenues received. by creators in 
1954, in the form of wages, salaries, profits, interest, and royalties, 

• Department ot Commerce, 01llce of Bualnu. lDconomlell, ''National Income. 19M." lIP- 1 
and 119. 



COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 33 

from the assignment or contractual commercial utilization of copy
rightable materials. 
1. Revenues 0/creators from commercial users (group 1) 

This group includes the industries which purchase or lease copy
rightable material for commercial use. They may purchase the cOJ?Y
right outright, pay continuing royalties, or make payments which 
combine both methods. These industries add little if anything to the 
copyrightable content of the materials which they purchase or lease. 
They are primarily organizations which arrange for and promote 
the commercial utilization of materials which they obtain from other 
persons; they "exploit" copyrights in a commercial and business sense. 
It is recognized that some of the industries included in this group may 
from time to time enhance the copyrightable elements of the materials 
which they utilize. However, the creative element in their operations 
is not of major importance, and for purposes of this study, they are 
presumed to add nothing creative to the copyrights which they lease 
or purchase. 

The categories of industries which purchase or lease copyrightable 
materials for commercial use are book publishers, phonograph record 
manufacturers, theatrical producers, music publishers, broadcasters 
and networks, and bands, orchestras, etc. The payments made by each 
of these groups for the commercial use of copyrightable materials are 
explained in detail in appendix B, and are as follows: 

MIllion. 
Book publisbers (excluding subscription reference books) ' $56.4 
Phonograph record manufacturers____________________________________ 2. 7 Tbeatrical producers 16.9 
Broadcasters and netvvorks-__________________________________________ 20.0
Bands, orchestras, etc.2 _ 

]dusie publishers_____________________________________________________ 2.0 

Total__________________________________________________________ 98.0 
'Includ<>d In group II estimates, p. 34, infra. 
• Included in group III estimates, p. 34, infra. 

~. Revenues 0/creators from creator-users (group II) 
The group of creator-users present the most difficult problems of 

estimation of any of the three groups. Included in this group are 
commercial organizations which are mvolved with copyrightable ma
terial in three relationships: 

(a) They employ individuals who as employees-for-hire create 
copyrightable material which becomes the property of the employer; 

(b) They purchase publication rights to materials created by indi
viduals acting independently or through agents; 

(c) They create copyrightable material in a corporate sense; i.e., 
they combine the creative work of individuals produced either as free 
agents or as employees and in the course of combining these works 
they add to them in such a way as to make a new copyrightable work. 
The payments which these organizations make to individual creators, 
as wa~es, or as purchase prices for copyrightable material, or as 
royalties, include only a part of the payments for creative work 
made by them. In addition, the payments which they make to editors, 
compilers, etc., in fact, all the payments made by them as contribu
tions to the national income (i.e., wages, salaries, rents, and royalties}, 
may be counted as payments for creative processes. In this SItuation, 
the estimates made for the contributions to national income of these 



34 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

industrial groups may be used as a starting point to estimate the volume 
of creators"revenues. 

The categories of industries in this group, which are creators both 
in the sense of employing individuals for their creative efforts and also 
in the "corporate" creation of copyrightable materials, are newspaper 
publishers, periodical publishers, subscription reference book pub
lishers, miscellaneous publishers, greeting card publishers, commer
cial photographers, advertising agencies, newspaper syndicates, and 
motion picture producers. 

"Contribution to national income," which is used as a starting point 
for estimating group II revenues, excludes payments by an industry 
(costs) which are necessarily included in the selling price but which, 
nevertheless, are not a contribution to the national income because they 
are paid for materials purchased from others. As an example, news
print is purchased by a newspaper publisher as a part of the r.rocess 
of publishing a newspaper, but it IS not a part of the contribution 
which that publisher makes to national income. As stated supra, note 
2, the contribution to national income, as estimated by the Office of 
Business Economics of the Department of Commerce, is a refined 
form of the "value added by manufacture" as estimated by the Bureau 
of the Census. It is this refined form of "value added by manufacture" 
which is used as a basis for measuring the payments made by group II 
industries for their creative effort. 

The contributions to the national income made by the industries in 
this group may be counted as a measure of revenue for creative effort, 
to the extent that each of the industries (a) acts as a creator of copy
rightable materials in the course of its entire business operation and 
(b) makes payments to individual creators on a free-lance or an em
ployee-for-hirs basis. 

The estimates for group II are explained in detail in appendix B 
and are as follows: 

Millions
Newspaper publisbers $1,000 
Periodical publisbers________________________________________________ 450 
Subscription reference book publishers_______________________________ 65 
Miscellaneous publisbers_____________________________________________ 48 
Greeting card publisbers_____________________________________________ 70 
Commercial pbotography____________________________________________ 74 
Advertising agencies_________________________________________________ 600 
Newspaper syndlcates_______________________________________________ 50 
)dorton picture producers____________________________________________ 350 

Total 2,707 

3. Payments for the creatioe effort of i71dilvidual creators (group Ill) 
In contrast to groups I and II, figures for which are estimated in 

detail in appendixes A and B, group III represents groups of indi
vidual creators to whom payments are made rather than groups of 
users by whom payments are made. It includes payments to com
poser-lyricists by performing rights' organizations and payments to 
individual creators not elsewhere classified: sculptors, painters, etc. 
Of course, by far the largest part of the revenues received by this 
group have already been included in the estimates in groups I and II. 



35 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

Revenues of individual creators from performing rights' organiza
tions for the year 1954 were estimated to be $10 million. Revenues of 
the smaller groups of creators are estimated to 00$25 million. 

Details of the estimates of creators' revenues for each individual 
copyright industry are shown in appendix B, infra. 

III. APPENDIXES 

.APPENDIX A 

ESTIMATES OF THE ECONOMIC SIZE-IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL 
CoPYRIGHT INDUSTRIES
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1-9. SIC MAJOR GROUP 27. PRINTING, PUBLISHING, AND ALLIED 
INDUSTRIES
 

SIC GROUPS 271-279 INCLUSIVE; COMPONENTS OF GROur 27
 

Estimated 1954 national income orginated : 
1. 271 

.
Newspaper publishlng . 

MIIUOM
$1, ~50 

2. 272 
3. 273 

Periodical publishlng_________________________________________ 
Book publishing______________________________________________ 

~76 

800 
4. 274 
5. 275 6. 276 

Miscellaneous publlshlng_____________________________________ 
Commercial prInting (partial) o.-----------------------Lithographing (partial) 

109 
246104 

7. 277 Greeting cards_______________________________________________ 9~ 

8. 278 
9. 279 

Bookbinding and related industries (partlal}__________________ 
Service industries for the prInting trade_______________________ 

62 
0 
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Definitions ' 

Major Group ~7. Printing, pUblishing, and allied industries.-In
eludes establishments engaged in printing, publishing, and lithograph
ing, those performing services for the printing trades and publishers 
regardless of whether or not they do their own printing. 

Group ~71. Newspapers.-Establishments primarily engaged in 
publishing and printing newspapers, whether or not they do their own 
printing, and whether or not they do printing other than newspapers. 

Group ~7~. Periodicals.-Establishments primarily engaged m pub
lishing periodicals, or in preparing, publishmg, and printing periodi
cals, whether or not they perform their own printing. 

Group ~73. Books.-Establishments primarily engaged in publish
ing only, or in publishing and printing books and pamphlets; and 
those primarily engaged in printing only, or in printmg and binding 
books and pamphlets, but not engaged in publishing. 

Group ~74,. Miscellaneous publishing.-Establishments primarily 
engaged in publishing such products as maps, atlases, sheet music, and 
directories, or engaged in miscellaneous publishing activities, not else
where classified, whether or not engaged m printing. 

Group ~75. Oommercial print~ng.-Establishments primarily en
gaged in commercial or job printing, including general printing shops 
specializing in printing newspapers and periodicals for others, and 
those which specialize m gravure, rotogravure, and rotary photogra
vure printing. 

Group ~76. Lithographing.-Establishments primarily engaged in 
preparing lithographic stones or metal lithographic plates, and in 
printing from such media; and those engaged in offset printing, photo
offsetprinting, and photolithographing. The greater part of the work 
done m these estabhshments is done on a job or custom basis, but in 
some cases lithographed calendars, commercial forms, maps, posters, 
decalcomanias, etc., are made for sale. 

Group ~77. Greeting cards.-Establishments primarily engaged in 
designing only, manufacturing only, or designing and manufacturing 
greeting cards for all occasions; such cards may be printed, litho
graphed, etched, or otherwise processed. 

Group ~78. Bookbinding and related industries.-For purposes of 
this study, this group includes only industry 2781,bookbinding, which 
includes establishments primarily engaged in edition, trade, job, and 
library bookbinding. 

Group ~79. Service industries for the printing trade.-This group 
includes establishments primarily engaged in typesetting, engraving 
and plate printing, photoengravmg, electrotyping and stereotyping. 
Although some copyright material may be mvolved in the work of 
these establishments, it is believed to be very small in amount, and 
the whole group has been excluded for purposes of this study. 

• These deftnltlons are paraphrased, tor purposetl at condensation, tram the "SIC Man
uIlI," vol, I, pt. 1, pp. 80-82. 
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Of statistical necessity, this entire group of copyright industries 
has been estimated in a group manner. Nutionul income estimates 
of the Office of Business Economics include an estimate for major 
group 27 only: There is no breakdown into the component industries. 
However, data from the 1954 Census of Manufacturers make" a break
down possible. . 

The 1954 Census of Manufacturers collected data on the "value 
added by manufacture" for major group 27 and for ench of its com
ponent industries. From this, the percentage of the total "value added" 
created by each component group was calculated. Then the total 
"national income originated" by major group 27, from the Office of 
Business Economics, was broken down in the same proportions, As 
a final step, various portions of the component groups were excluded, 
as being noncopyright in nature. • 

The summary of these calculations is shown on the accompanying 
table III, column VI of that table showing the final results of the cal
culations, as set forth above. 

This method assumes that the "national income originated" by each 
segment of major group 27 is proportionate to the "value added by 
manufacture" by that same seFent. In group 27 as a whole the 
"value added by manufacture' is about one-third larger than the 
"national income originated", indicating the more "net" concept of 
the latter. Each of the three-digit groups is considered to be entirely 
of a copyright nature except commercial printing (275) and litho
graphing (276) which are considered to be one-fifth copyright; book
binding and related industries (278) which is considered to be one
half copyright; and service industries for the printing trade (279) 
which IS considered to be outside of the copyright concept and is ex
cluded. In the cases of the commercial printing and lithographing 
(275 and 276) the judgments as to the portion which is of a copyright 
nature are arbitrary. In the case of bookbinding and related indus
tries (278) only bookbinding (2781) as such is included as being of a 
copyright nature; in the year 1954 bookbinding (2781) as such orig
inated about 43 percent of the "value added by manufacture" by the 
entire group 278,b and this ratio will be used. From the description of 
service industries for the printing trades," it is considered that the 
entire group should be excluded as being too far removed from de
pendence on copyright. 

• Department of Commerce, Bnreau of the Census, "1054 Censns of Manufactures,"
Bulletfn )IC-27B, p.4. 

• "SIC Munuul," vol. I, pt. 1, pp, 81-32. 
4647~Q--------4 
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TABLE IlL-Estimated nationa~ inoome originated bll "Nnting, ,,«bUshing, and 
allied industries. 1954 (SIO group 27 and oompQnent grQUps) 

[Dollar Itwns In mIllions) 

Value Natton~ !Cop",,"
Income nationalPercentagesdded byGroup or Industry nameSIC 

origlnated Incomebreakdownmapulaccode 
~ originatedture 

(VI)(V)(IV)(III)(I) (II) 

$3,143Printing, publtshlng, and allied tndustrtss____ $4,532$6,256 100.0Zl 
1,5502, 144 1,560au271 

57612.7 5767116Zl2 Books ____________________________________~::r.:£~2= =..========.:=====.;====.:==: 3908.6 390539m 
Miscelteneous publlslJlJlll_______ -_--- ----_ 109100Itll274 2.'Commercial prlntlng_____________________ 24621.7 1,358 ll83ZlS Ltthographlng________ •_._____ •________ • __ 417 010411.2519Zl6 Greeting cards ____________________________ 95952.1131Zl7 
Bookbinding and related Industrles______ 145 621111 3.2Zl8 
Service Industrtea for printing trBode. _____ 5.9 'lK>7 0Zl9 369 

SOUllCES 

Cols. I and II: "SIC Manual," vol. I, pt. 1. pp. 30-32. 
Col. III: Department 61 Commerce, Bureau 01 the Census, "1954 Census 01 Manufactures," Bulletin 

MC-27A, p. 4; BUlletin MC-ZlB, p. 4; and Bulletin MC-ZlC, P. 7. 
Col. IV: Percentage br6lll<down01 col. UI. 
Coi. V: Tile total lor SId Code 21--$4,532million-Is broken down according to tbe percentages shown 

in col. IV. This total Is taken from Department 01 Commerce. Office or Business Eeonomlcs, Survey 01 
Current BUSiness,July 1956 ~. 16, table 13. 

Col. VT: 20 percent 01 SIC Codel/7S; 20 percent 01 SIC Code Zl6; 43percent of SIC CodeZl8; none 01SIC 
Code 279;and lOll percent olsll other Items as shown In CPl. V are considered In col. VI to be "copyright
national income originated." 

SIQ INDUSTRY 3663. PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 

Estimated 195J,. national income originated, $64 million 
This group includes establishments primarily engaged in manufac

turing phonograph records and record blanks.' 
In the electrical machinery industry (SIC Code 36) which includes 

the manufacture of phonograph records, the ratio between compensa
tion of employees and national income originated was 81 percent in 
1954.8 

The payroll of the phonograph record industry in 1954 was $23.3 
million." However, this does not include the compensation of re
cording artists, composers, lyricists, etc.10 Trade information indi
cates that the compensation of this group is about one-third of the 
other costs of the industry, which reach about $84.7 million.P Hence, 
the artists' compensation is one-third of $84.7 million or $28.2 mil
lion. Adding $28.2 million to the nonartists' compensation of $23.3 
million gives ~51./j million lUI the total eompensation paid out by the 
industry. 

If the ratio of compensation of employees and national income orig
inated in the phonograph record industry is the same as that ratio for 
the entire electrical machinery industry than the national income 
originated by the phonograph record industry may be calculated by 
dividing $51.5 million by 81 percent, as calculated above. This calcu
lation gives $63.6 million of national income originated by the phono
graph record industry which is rounded to $64 million for purposes 
of this study. 

1 "SIC Mauual," vol. I, pt. 1, n, 64. 
• Department of Comm.. rce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Business, "Survey of 

Current Business," July 19~6. p, 16. 
• Bureau of the Census, "19~4 Census of Manufacture," BUlletin MC-36C, p. 3. 
" Ibid., p, 2. 
11 Ibid .• p. 6. 
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTE CONCERNING ESTIMATES OF NATIONAL INCOME 

ORIGINATED BY BOOKSTORES, NEWSDEALERS AND NEWSSTANDS, AND 
THE MUSIC STORES 

For these three types of retail establishments a uniform method of 
estimation is used. The "payroll for the entire year" is increased by an 
estimated amount representing the imputed wages of nonpayroll es
tablishments; this estimate is based on the relative volume of sales by 
Rayroll and nonpayroll establishments. The increased estimate of 
'payroll for the entire year" may be called the "total compensation 

of employees." 
For the entire SIC Code "retail trade and automotive services" the 

total compensation of employees was 66 percent of the national income 
originated, for the year 1954.12 On the assumption that the same re
lationship exists between the total compensation of employees and 
the national income originated in each of the three retail groups con
sidered here, an estimate of the "total compensation of employees" 
may beexpanded by this factor to obtain an estimate of the national 
income originated by each retail gToup~ 

Finally, such parts of each retail gToup as are considered to be non
copyright in nature are arbitrarily excluded from the estimate. 

SIC INDUSTRY 5942. BOOKSTORES 

Estimated 1954 national income orirJinated,$3~ million 
For method of estimation, see "methodological note" above. 
This group includes bookstores primarily engaged in selling, at 

retail, new books and magazines. Book clubs and mail-order houses 
primarily engaged in selling books are also included." 

1. Payroll for entire year: $19 million.a 
2. Imputed wages of nonpayroll establishments: $2 million. 
3. Total compensation of employees: $21 million. 
4. 100/66 x $21 million =$32 million estimated national income orig

inated by bookstores. 

SIC INDUSTRY 5994. NEWSDEALERS AND NEWSSTANDS 

Estimated 1954national income originated, $36 million 
This group includes dealers primarily engaged in selling, at retail, 

newspapers, magazines, and other periodicals." 
For method of estimation, see "methodological note" above. 
1. Payroll for entire year: $18 million." 
2. Imputed wages of nonpayroll establishments: $6 million. 
3. Total compensation of employees: $24 million. 
4. 100/66 X $24 million= $36 million national income originated by 

newsdealers and newsstands. 

12 Deportment of Commerce, Office of BusIness EconomIcs, "Survey of Current Business,"
July 1956, p. 16, tables 13 and 14. 

III "SIC Manual." vol. II, p. 83. 
l< Buren of the Cen811s, "llN14 Ceulll' of Bus1Jl_," Bulletin B.-l-l, liP. 1-6. 
16 "SIC Manual," vol. II, R.. 84. 
'" Bureau of the Census, 19114 Census ot B1l8Ine88," BuJletln R-l-l, PP. 1-6. 
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SIC INDUSTRY 5995. MUSIC STORES. 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $~~ million 
For method of estimation, see methodological note on page 39, supra. 
This industry includes stores primarily engaged in selling, at retail, 

musical instruments, such as pianos, violins, horns, reed instruments, 
drums, sheet music, and phonograph records." 

1. Payroll for entire year: $52 million." 
2. Imputed wages of nonpayroll establishments: $5 million. 
3. Total compensation of employees: $57 million. 
4. 100/66x$57 million=$86 million national income originated by 

music stores. 
5. It is considered that only the sales of phonograph records and 

music publications by music stores should be included as part of the 
copyright industries. The 1954 sales of phonograph records by pro
ducers is reported to be $80 million." In order to estimate the retail 
sales value of phonograph records, the trade considers that the pro
ducer usually receives about 48 percent of the list price." However, in 
the hands of retailers a portion of sales of phonograph records is made 
at less than list prices; and also a portion is sold through outlets 
other than music stores. Therefore it is arbitrarily estimated that 
the rroducers' receipts are 70 percent rather than 48 percent of actual 
retail sales; and that 65 percent of the total phonograph record sales 
at retail are handled by retail music stores. With these figures in mind 
the total dollar volume of retail sales of phonograph records by 
retail music stores in 1954 was: $80 million X 100/70 X 65 percent=$74 
million. 

It is also estimated that the total retail sales of music publications 
by retail stores is $22 million annually." 

Thus the total estimated retail sales by retail music stores of phono
graph records and music publications is the sum of $74 million and $22 
million, or $96 million. The total retail sales by music stores during 
1954 are reported to have been $375 million; 22 therefore the retail 
sales of copyright industry items, amounting to $96 million is approxi
mately 26 percent of the total. 

6. It is estimated in step 4 above that the total national income 
originated by retail music stores is $86 million. Twenty-six percent 
of $86 million is equal to $22 million which is the estimated national 
income originated by retail music stores in their sales of phonograph 
records and music publications. 

SIC INDUSTRY 7232. COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Estimated 19-54 national income originated, $74 million 
This industry includes establishments' primarily engaged in photog

raphy for advertising agencies, publishers, and other industrial users," 
Little information is available concerning this industry as such, and 

17 "SIC Manual," vol. II, Po' ~4.
 
18 Bureau of the Census. '19M Census of BusIness," Bullettn R-l-1, pp. 1-6.
 
1. [)"Ilartm"nt of Couunoree, Hureuu of tbe Census, Bullettn MC-86C, p. 14.
 
.. Culeula ted by Btllboard, March 10, 1956.
 
II Hearmgs before the House Committee on Post Olllce and CIvil ServIce, 84th Congo 1st
 

sess.. on H.R. 5139 and H.R. 5142..July 18, 1955. p. 44 . 
.. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "19:14 Census of Bustnesa," Bulletin 

R-l-l. P. fl .
 
.. "SIC Manual," vol. II, p. 108.
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it will be necessary to work from the data for Code 72, "Personal 
Services," and Code 723, "Photographic Studios," including comnier
cial photography. 

In 1954, the ratio of total annual compensation to national income 
originated in SIC Code 72, "Personal Services," is 66 percent.> 

In 1954, the total compensation for SIC Code 723, commercial pho
tography, is reported at $81 million." It is estimated that the com- . 
mercial photographic establishments without payroll paid imputed 
wages in the amount of $17 million in the same year based on the rela
tionship between total sales of establishments paying wages and total 
sales of establishments without payroll." Thus, the total wages paid 
and imputed in the commercial photography mdustry in 1954 are 
estimated to be $98 million. 
If national income originated in the commercial photographic in

dustry relates to total employee compensation the same as in SIC 
Code 72, "Personal Services," then the national income originated by 
the commercial photographic industry would be: $98 million X 100/66 
or $148 million. 

However, it is arbitrarily estimated that only one-half of national 
income originated by the commercial photographic industry may be 
related to copyright. Therefore, the estimate of $148 million is re
duced to $74 million as the estimate of the national income originated 
in 1954 by commercial photography, for purposes of this study. 

METHODOLOGICAL NOTE RE ESTIMATES FOR ADVERTISING AND NEWS 
SYNDICATES 

The same general method is applied to theaters and theatrical pro
ducers, except motion pictures; and bands, orchestras, and entertainers. 

In the case of these industries, it is believed that the wage figure of 
the Bureau of Employment Security, Department of Labor, is the 
most appropriate starting point. It appears that the Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce, in the "1954 Census of Business" 
did not require reporting news syndicates to include figures for their 
field establishments. Since news syndicates are largely made up of 
field offices, it would be expected that the "1954 Census of Business" 
figures for wages would be relatively small. In fact, the payroll for 
the entire year is given as $20.1 million." On the other hand, the 
Bureau of Employment Security does include field offices of news 
syndicates in its figures; for 1954, the figure for annual wages is $41.9 
million." 

In the advertising industry, a similar but less striking situation 
exists. The 1954 Census of Manufactures figures for payroll is $402.1 
million." The Bureau of Employment Security gives a figure of 
$470.2 million for total annual wages in 1954.80 

.. Depar tment of Commerce. Olllee of Business Ecooomlcll, Survey of Curreot Busloess, 
.Tuly 1956. p. 16, tables 13 aod 14 . 

.. Depar-tment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "1954 Census of Business," Bulletin 
8-1-1, p. 4. 

"Ihld. 
IT Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "19:14 Census of Bustness," Bulletin
 

8-1-1, pp. 1-4.
 
.. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, "1954 Average Employment
 

and Total WUKes," p. 24 .
 
.. Depar-tment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "1954 Census of Business," Bulletin
 

S-I-1. IIp. 1-4.
 
.. DepRrtment of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, "19:14 Average Employment 

and 'rotal Wages,," p. 24. 
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Starting with. the Bureau of Empl<;>yment Security figure for '.Vages 
in each of these industries, the following steps will lead to the estimate 
of national income originated:

(a) The wage figure will be expanded to represent total compen
sation. 

(b) The ratio between national income originated and total compen
sation will be calculated, for the entire classification of "Business Serv
. " ICes, n.e.c. 

(c) On the assumption that the ~atio .calculated i~ s~p (b) ab?ve 
exists in every part of the total classification, that ratio will be applied 
to the "total compensation" in the individual industry. 

SIC GROUP 731. ADVERTISING 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $716 million 
For method of estimation, see methodological note on page 41, supra. 
This group includes (a) 7,311 advertising agencies: Establishments 

primarily engaged in contracting for space in magazines, newspapers, 
periodicals, for radio time, or other advertising media, and placing 
advertising for clients on a commission or fee basis; (b) 7,312 outdoor 
advertising services: Establishments primarily engaged in the prep
aration and presentation of poster displays and painted and elec
tric spectacular displays on panels, bulletins, and frames, principally 
outdoors (such establishments may construct, repair, and maintain dis
play boards and may post advertisements); (0) 7,319 miscellaneous 
advertising: Establishments primarily furnishing advertising services 
not elsewhere classified, such as handbill distribution, mail advertis
ing services, and the distribution of samples." 

(a) Total annual wages are $470million." 
(b) Total compensation is 105 percent of total annual wages, for the 

entire classification of business services, n.e,c., calculated as follows: 
Wages and salaries, business services, n.e.o., total $2,009 million. 
Total compensation, same classification, total $2,111 million. 
Total compensation is 105 percent of wages and salaries; 105 

percent of $470 million is $494 million, total compensation. 
(c) National income originated is 145 percent of total compensation, 

for the entire classification of business services, n.e.e, calculated as 
follows: ' 

National income originated by business services, n.e.c., totals
$3,057 million. 

Total compensation, same classification, totals $2,111 million. 
. National income originated is 145 percent of total compensa

tion, 
145 percent of $4~4 million is $716million. 

National income originated by the advertising industry in 1954 is
estimated to be $716 million, 

01 "SIC Manual," vol. II, pp. 109-tO.
 
.. Department ot Labor, Bureau ot Employment l!Iecurlty "19114 Average ElllPloyment
 

and Total Wages," p. 24. FIgures for total compensation, wages and salaries, and natloaa]
Income originated, used In IItep,\I (/) and (0) are taken trom Dellartlllent of Commerce 
Olllce of BUsiness Economics, • l!lurvey ot Current nusiness," July 19116, p. 111. ' 
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SIC GROUP 735, NEWS SYNDICATES 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $64 million 
This industry includes central offices and district and local branch 

offices of news syndicates furnishing news, features, etc., and supply
ing news reporting services." 

For method of estimation, see methodological note on page 41, supra. 
(a)	 Total annual wages are $42 million." 
(b)	 Ratio of 105 percent is established as in step (b), p. 42, supra. 

105 percent of $42 million is $44 million, total compensation. 
(c)	 RatIO of 145 percent is established as in step (c), p. 42, supra. 

145 percent of $44million is $64 million. 
National income originated by the news syndicate industry in 1954 

is estimated to be $64 million. 

SIC MAJOR GROUP 77. RADIO BROADCASTING AND TELEV1810N 

Estimated 1954 national income originated: $533 million 
This major gt:oup includes radio and television stations primarily 

engaged in activities involving the dissemination of radio communica
tions, either aural or visual, intended to be received by the public 
through receiving sets, and networks primarily engaged in activities 
involving the transmission of program material by wire or radio to sta
tions serving as network outlets. Radio 9tationl!l and networks engaged 
in the sale of time for broadcast purposes, and the furnishing of pro
gram material or service are also included." 

This is one of two estimates in this study which have been accepted 
directly from published sources without change or adjustment. The 
estimate is $533 million." 

SIC MAJOR GROUP 78. MOTION PICTURES 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $917 million 
This major group includes establishments producing aoo distribut

ing motion picture films, exhibiting motion pictures III commercially 
operated theaters, and furnishing services to the motion picture in
dustry.a1 

TIllS is one of two-estimates which have been accepted directly from 
published sources without change or adjustment. The estimate is $917 
million." 

.. "SIC Manual," vol. II, p. 110. 

.. Department of Labor. Bureau of Employment BecurltJl, "Average Employment and 
Total Wages 19114," p, 24. 

.. "SIC Manual." vol. II, p. 1 HI. 

.. "Survey of Current Butllness," Jul119l11, p. t&. table 13. 
IT "SIC Manual," vol. II, p. 116. 
.. "Survey of Cuerent Buetness," July 1967, p. 16. table 13. 
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S10 GROUP 792. THEATERS AND THEATRICAL PRODUCERS, EXCEPT MOTION
 
PICTURES 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $109 million 
For method of estimation, see methodological note on page 41, 

supra:. . 1 d h "1 d . . 1 .. . This group inc u es t eaters pnman y engage m presentmg egiti
mate productions, opera companies, concert organizations, 'road com
panies, and stock companies; also services connected with theatrical 
production, such as theatrical and radio employment agencies, booking 
agencies, scenery and other theatrical equipment and ticket agencies." 

(a) Payroll for the theater industry for the entire year is reported 
to be$80.4million.v 

For the entire classification of amusement and recreation (except 
motion pictures), the total compensation was 103 percent of wages 
and salaries. 

One hundred and three percent of $80.4 million is $83 million, or 
total compensation. 

(b) For the entire classification of amusements and recreation (ex
cept motion pictures) , the national income originated was 131 percent 
of total compensation. 

(c) One hundred and thirty-one percent of $83 million is $109 
million. 

National income originated by the theater industry in 1954 is esti
mated to be $109million. 

SIC GROUP 795. BANDS, ORCHESTRAS, AND ENTERTAINERS 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $58 million 
For method of estimation, see "Methodological note" on page 41, 

supra. 
This group includes dance bands, orchestras, and entertainers for 

restaurants, night clubs, radio and television programs, and similar 
organizations operating on a contract or fee basis," 

(a) Payroll for bands, etc., for the entire year is reported to be 
$40 million." 

For the entire classification of amusement and recreation (except 
motion pictures), the total compensation was 103 percent of wages 
and salaries' 103 percent of $40 million is $41 million. 

(b) For tile entire classification of amusements and recreation (ex
cept motion pictures), the national income originated was 131 percent 
of total compensation; 

(c) One hundred and thirty-one percent of $41 million is $58 million. 
National income originated by the bands, etc., industry in 1954 is 

estimated to be $58 million. 

.. "l'lIC Manual." vol. II. p, 117. 
to Department of Commerce, Bureau of thf' Census. "11154 C"nsus of Busln"ss." Bull"tln 

S-l-l. p. 105. Figurps for total compensatton, wages. and salaries. and national Income 
ortetnated, used In steps (b) and (0). are calculated from Department of Commerce. Oftlce 
of Ruslnpss Economles, "Survey of Current Business," July 1956. p. 16. 

.. "l'lIC Manual," vol. II. p. 118. . 

.. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Censns, "19114 Census of Business," bulletin 
S-I-1. p, 1-5. FIgures for total eompensatton, WRges and salaries, and national In('ome
orlglnatpd used In steps (b) and (e). are calculated from Department of Commerce. Oftlce 
of Business Economics, "Survey of Current Business," July 19:1·1, p. 16. 
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SIC! INDUSTRY 7999. AMUSEMENT AND RECREATION SERVICES, N.E.C. 

(OPERATION OF AUTOMATIC COIN-OPl!}RATED PHONOGRAPHS) 

Estimated 1954 national income originated, $124£ million 
This industry includes amusement and recreation services not else

where classified, such as amusement parks, exhibitions, carnivals, cir
cuses, amusement concessions, shootmg [allaries, and coin-operated 
amusement parlors," Only a portion 0 this category is of interest 
in this study. 

None of the official sources of data. include figures for the four
digit category 7999. Therefore, it is necessary to fall back upon data 
from other sources. 
The juJceboaJ operating indwstry 

The jukebox (coin-operated phonograph) operating industry is 
made up of about 8,000 small-to-large operators, both individuals and 
firms, who own the boxes (frequently with a purchase-money mortgage 
against them), place them "on location" in restaurants, bars, taverns, 
etc. (fr~uently without any written contract with the owner of the 
"location ') ; the operators maintain the machines, furnish the records, 
and split the gross "take" with the "location owner" (on the average, 
this split is on a 50-50 basis) .•4 No informational reports are re
leased regularly by any national jukebox operators' trade association. 
The number 01 jUkeboxes in operation 

There Seems to be little controversy about the fact that there are 
about a half-million coin-operated phonographs in operation in the 
United States. The representative of the Music Operators of Amer
ica, Inc. (jukebox operators) used the figure "450,000 to 500,000 juke
boxes throughout the United States" in the 1953hearings on S. 1106.•5 

For purposes of this study:, the fig~re of 475.,000 will be used.. 
Gross "take" per machtne.-Thls figure IS subject to considerable 

controversy. In 1951;.the accounting firm of Price, Waterhouse & Co., 
was retained by the Chicago law firm of Kirkland, Fleming, Green, 
Martin & Ellis, representing certain manufacturers of coin-operated 
phonographs and other types of coin-operated machines, to make a 
su~vey of the jukebox operating industry. A short, simple question
naire was sent to every known operator, who was requested to return 
one copy directly to the accounting firm. The replies from 1,598 
operators were used in the final tabulations. 48 

From this surve~ it was ascertained that the gross "take" per ma
chine in 1950 was 'about $644, of which the owner operator collected 
$322.47 For the Sameyear, "The Billboard," trade magazine covering 
the jukebox industry, reported from its annual poll of the industry 
that the gross weekly "take" per machine was $18.40 or $957 per year, 
of which the operator retained $478.48 For the year 19'54, "Billboard" 
reported a presumably comparable figure of $20.50 per week per rna

.. "SIC Manual," vol. II. p. 118. The Bnreau of the Census considere that the larger
part of the Jukebox operators appear in this cateR:or,. but that some of them ma, appear
in SIC Industr7 7S99-"Colu-Operated Machine Rental and Repair Service.... 

.. Summarised from the hearings on B.a. M78 (l~~), and S. 1108 (l9118), paalm.
"At n, 93 . 
.. Bearin.. on B.a. 11478 (19118).pp.184 fr••passim• 
.. Ibid., p. 180.
 
.. The Bl1lboard. Mar. 17. lell1. p. 87. Based on 820 usable replies trom a total of
 

2.712 questionnaires Bent out. 
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chine, or $1,046 per year, of which the operator retained one-half, or 
$532 per year.~9 . . 

The large variation in the two figures for 1950-$644 (from nearly 
1,600 returns) and $957 (from 320 returns)-could well indicate that 
the smaller operators are not adequately covered by the p~ll taken by 
"Billboard." In order not to overstate the case, It IS arbitrarily de
termined to use a 1954 figure of $700 gross per year per machine, for 
purposes of this study. 

The operator's ewpenses.-On the average, 50 percent of the gross 
"take" goes to the location owner.~ Of the remaining 50 percent, the 
operator spends about one-fifth for wages, on the average." Other 
expenses absorb about 35 percent of the operator's gross, leaving 25 
percent to cover his profit and interest on his investment.52 

The expenses which the operator of a jukebox route must cover are 
listed by one of them as records, depreciation, labor, parts, donations, 
repairs, auditing, legal, association dues, unemployment insurance, 
social security, entertainment, bonuses, rent, automobile expense, ad
vertising, interest on loans, stationery and printing, accounting, tele
phone, route expenses, insurance (compensation, liability on equip
ment, automobile liability and property damage, fire and theft), and 
taxes (gross sales, Federal stamp, occupancy, other Federal, State) .53 

Together, wages paid out and profit absorb about 45 percent of the 
total revenue of a jukebox operator, after the location owner is paid. 
However, in the nature of the jukebox industry, wage and profit pay
ments are difficult to separate. An operator may have employees who 
do all the work of this "route"; he may have some employees and do 
some of the work himself, in which case he must get wage payments 
(imputed wages) ; he may be a lone operator, in which case he does 
all the work himself, and his wages and profit become, in effect, a 
single item. In order that the profits, wages, imputed wages, and in
terest received on investment, may not, as a group, be overstated, it 
has been determined to count them as an average of 40 percent of 
the gross revenues of the operators. 

National income originated.-The preceding material concerning 
the jukebox operating industry makes possible an estimate of the 
national income originated by it in 1954. 

• The Blllboard, May 12, 19116. Based on 400 usable returns. 
.. Hearings, H.R. 11437 (1952). p, 136. 
III The Bll1board, May 12, 19li6. For 191111. 18.6 fercent was reported trom 400 returns 

to have been spent on salaries and wages. Also, I Is stated, "The average Is considered 
to be 20-25 percent."

•• Hearings on H.R. 11478 (19112) p. 136. The 19110 Price Waterhouse Burvey dis
cussed passim on pp. 134 fl., calculates that an average ot 24.4 percent ot the operators' • , 
gross was retained by him to cover prollts, Interest on Investment, and the operators' 
wages or salary; ot course, thl' I>rotlts are subject to Income taxes. 

.. Hearings on S. 1106 (19113), p. 142. This llst W&l Jrlven b:r the president ot the 
Automatic Music Operators Association, Inc., ot New York City. 
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Some 475,000 jukeboxes earned a gross of $700 each in 1954, or a 
total of $333 million. Of this, the location owner took $167 millioni 
of the remainder, the operators paid out or absorbed 40 percent or 
their revenues, or $67 million, in wages, imputed wages, profits, and 
interest on investment. One other item is of significance in national 
income originated by the jukebox industry namely, interest paid out 
on loans. About two-thirds of all operators have purchase-money 
mortgages outstanding against machines they have purchased." It is 
estimated that this financmg costs the operators a minimum of $8 mil
lion per year. Hence, the items making up national income origi
nated are: 

Millions
Location owners' share . $167 
Operators:

Wages, etc________________________________________________________ 67 
Interest__________________________________________________________ 8 . 

TotaL .____ __ __ __ 242 

MISCELLANEOUS COPYRIGH'l' INDUSTRIES 

Estim.ated 1954 national income originated, $1~5 million 
In classifying the copyright industries for purposes of this study, 

about 5 percent of the copyright registrations could not be closely 
identified with any industrial classification, but were scattered through
out the economy in such a way as to make estimation impossible on an 
industrial basis. Also, some of the copyright registrations were on 
foreign works which impinge more directly on a foreign economy. 
In addition, parts of the U.S. copyright industries escape statistical 
detection; that is, phonograph records which are sold through drug
stores, grocery stores, and other nonmusic store retail outlets j or, a 
portion of the jewelry industry exploits copyright properties even 
though no direct estimate of the dollar amount is now possible. 

In the face of such gaps, it has been decided to make an arbitrary 
addition to the total size of the copyright industries of approximately 
2 percent of the total, or $125 million. Even though this amount of 
"national income originated" is larger than that originated by 12 of 
the classified groups which have been identified and estimated, the 
fact that the $125 million so estimated is spread extremely thinly 
throughout an economy which produced a total national income of 
nearly $300 billion in 1954 puts the arbitrary addition in its proper 
framework of reference. 

.. The Billboard, May 12, 1956, reports that 68.4 percent of the operators covered by
Its operator poll were "not free from debt." 

• 
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API'ENDIX B 

ESTIMATES OF REVENUES OF CREATORS OF COI'YRIGHTABLE MATERIALS 
IN INDIVIDUAL COI'YRIGHT INDUSTRIES 
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GRaUl' I. REVENUES OF CREATORS FROM COMMERCIAL USERS 

(a)	 Book publishers (ewoluding subscription reference books) 
Form of payment.-Book authors usually contract with book pub

lishers for the publication of their works, the publisher taking title to 
all rights in the work subject to the provisions of the contract. The 
author usually receives a royalty computed as a percentage of the 
price at which each book is sold or as a percentage of the total volume 
of sales. 

Amount of payment.-Study of available information indicates that 
during recentlears the average royalty payment to book authors is 
between 10 an 11 percent of the volumes of sales. In 1954, the total 
"value of shipments" by book publishers was $665 million. n Apply
ing a royalty factor of 10.5 percent to this total gives a figure of $69.8 
million paid to authors by book publishers as royalties. 

However, about one-fifth of the total sales of books in 1954 was in 
the form of subscription reference books.56 If the publishers of these 
works paid authors the same 'percentage (10.5 percent) as all book 
publishers, then the:y paid their authors 19.2 percent of $70 million, 
or $13.4 million. Smce the payments for creative work by publish
ers of subscription reference books are estimated elsewhere in this 
stud;r,51 $13.4 million is subtracted from $69.8 million, leaving $56.4 
million paid by publishers of other types of books. 

II u.s.Census of Business, 19114, Bulletin MC-27A. p. 27A-4. 
.. The "value of shipments" by all book publishers In 19M was $6611 million. (U.S.

Census of Business, 19114, Bulletin MC-27A, p. 27A-4). Trade Information Is to the 
etrect that sales of subscrlptlon reference boots In laM were about $128 mll1lon. frhe 
latter 1819.2 percent of the former. 

.. Appendix B, group II-e, p, liB, infra. 
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(7)) Phonographreoordrnanufaoturers 
Form of payment.-Music composers and lyricists usually assign 

all rights in their works, including the right to claim copyright, to a 
music publisher, subject to the provisions of the contract of assign
ment. In general the contract provides that the composer-lyricists 
are to receive not less than 50 percent of the gross returns from the 
sales of the work in whatever form. 

Payments for the use of copyrighted musical compositions in the 
production of phonograph records ("mechanical royalties") are usu
ally made by the record producer to an agent of the music publisher 
designated for the specific purpose of contracting with phonograph 
record producers and receiving payments from them under the com
pulsory license provisions of the Copyright Act. After deducting 
about 2% percent for administrative expenses, the publisher's agent 
remits to the publisher, who in turn remits about 50 percent of the 
proceeds to the composer-lyricist. 

For an estimate of the amount of performance royalties paid to 
composer-lyricists, see infra, appendix B, group III-a, page 57. 

Amount of payment.-In 1954 the gross sales of phonograph record 
manufacturers totaled $84.6 million. 58 From trade information it is 
indicated that record manufacturers pay on the average of 6% percent 
of their total sales for the right to use copyrighted musical material 
on the records produced by them; about 50 percent of this amount is 
paid by the music publishers to the composer-lyricists. Hence, the 
amount paid to the composer-lyricists may be computed as $84.6 mil
lion times 6% percent times 50 percent equals $2.7 million. 
(0) Theatrical producers 

Method 01 payment.-Royalties for the theatrical use of copy
righted dramatic materials are paid by the producer to the dramatist 
usually under a standard form of contract negotiated between the 
orgaruzed theatrical producers and the Dramatists League. This con
tract provides for an author's royalty of 10 percent of the weekly gross 
receipts above $7,000; somewhat lower percentages apply to the 
weekly gross below that amount. 

Amount 01 payment.-In 1954 the gross recei:p'ts of "Theatrical 
presentations and services" amounted to $206.9 million,59 HoweverJthis census classification includes theatrical services in the form ot 
"theatrical and radio employment agencies, bookin~ agencies, scenery 
and other theatrical equipment and ticket agencies.' In order to ex
clude these theatrical services the gross receipts for the entire classi
fication have been arbitrarily decreased bl 15 percent; this leaves 
$175.9 million as the gross receipts of 'theatricallresentations." 
The trade, in making its estimates of the royalties ,Pai to dramatists, 
seems to use the figure of 10 percent of gross receipts of the theaters 
for Broadway and "road" presentations; for summer presentations a 
factor of 5 percent of gross receipts is usually used. 

For the 1956-57 season, Variety found that summer presentations 
grossed about 8 percent of the total receipts of all theater presents
tions.eo 

.. u.s. Census of Business, 19114, Bulletin MC-36-3.2, p, 3• 

.. U.S. Census of Business, 19114, Bulletin 8-1-1, p. II.
 
0lI Computed from ligures shown In Variety. Sept. 19, 19116, and June II. 19117.
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On the basis of the figures set forth, the payments to dramatists as 
royalties, by Broadway, road, and summer theatrical presentations 
would be: 

Broadway and road: 10 percent times 92 percent times $175.9 
million, or $16.2 million. 

Summer: 5 percent times 8 percent times $175.9 million, or 
$0.7million. 

Total: $16.2million plus $0.7 million, or $16.9million. 
(d)	 Radio and television broadcasting 

Metlwik of payment.-Writers of story material and composer
lyricists form the largest creative groups receiving;{layments for the. 
use of their creative works on both radio and television broadcasts. 

Story writers are paid under contract for the writing or adapta
tion of literary material for broadcast use. These payments may be 
made on a freelance contractual basis or on an employment basis. 
Under freelance arrangements the writer may retain part or all of 
the literary rights in his work; in practice this is rarely done in the 
broadcasting field unless the writer has an outstanding reputation. 
Under employment contracts the writer usually waives any claim to 
royalties and receives only his salary, the employer taking full pos
session of all rights in the creative work. Broadcasters and networks 
also make payments to writers of story materials for the use of such 
materials in broadcasting. Such royalties are usually paid for both 
the original broadcast and for rebroadcasts; in the latter case the 
payments are known as "residuals." Residual payments for broad
cast use of literary materials are increasingly important largely be
c~u~ the broadcast use of films originally prepared for theatrical e:x;
hibition and the rebroadcast of films originally prepared for televi
sion use; in both cases local broadcast (syndication) or films fre
quently follows an earlier network broadcast. In the broadcasting of 
films royalty payments are usually made to the producer of the film, 
who in turn may make payments to the writers or adapters of the 
story material. 

As in the case of writers of story material for broadcast use, musical 
composer-lyricists are paid both for the creation of musical materials 
for broadcast and for the use of those materials for broadcast. Pay
ments for the creation of musical material may be made on a free
lance basis or on an employment basis. 

Royalty payments for the broadcast performances of musical ma
. terials are usually made only to freelance composer-lyricists; em-

ployees-for-hire do not receive them. However, any copyrighted I 

music which is broadcast either live or from recordings or on films is 
subject to performance royalties which are collected. through per
forming rights' organizations of which ASCAP and BMI are the 
largest. To the extent that broadcasters and networks may own 
musical materials, either directly or through corporate subsidiaries, 
their gross payments to performing rights' organizations for the 
broadcast performance of those works are reduced by the amounts of 
performing royalties which they receive from performing rights'
 

. organizations.
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The asnount« of payment.-It is indicated that writers for motion 
pictures, television, and radio received about $25 million in 1954.61 

Of this, it is estimated that $8.6 million went to motion picture 
writers," leaving approximately $15 million as the revenues of writers 
for television and radio. . 

No statistical material has been found as a basis for estimating the 
revenues of composer-lyricists in their work for radio and television 
broadcasters. Therefore, an amount of $5 million is arbitrarily esti
mated for the year 1954. 

Therefore, the total payments are estimated to be $20 million. 
For an estimate of the performance royalties received by composer

lyricists from the motion picture industry, see infra, appendix B, 
group III-a, p. 57. 
(e) Banda, orchestras, and other similar performers of musical com

positions 
Fo1'm8 of payment.-These commercial users of copyrighted musi

cal materials make no direct payments to composer-lyricists. The 
payments are made by restaurants, hotels, theaters (except motion 
picture theaters), etc., which are licensed by a performing rights' 
organization or by individual copyright holders to perform the musi
cal compositions under their control. 

Amounts of payment.-Performing royalties are paid under con
tract to performing rights' organizations and will De shown among 
the payments made by those organizations to composer-lyricists in 
group III (appendix B, group III-a, p. 57, infra) . 
(f)	 Music publishers 

Method of payment.-In general, music publishers hold the copy
rights to musical materials in accordance WIth the provisions of con
tracts with the composer-lyricists. The contract form approved by 
the SPA for use by its members provides that not less than 50 per
cent of all royalties received by the music publisher be paid to the 
composer-lyricist, excluding payments made to the publisher by per
forming rights organizations, such as ABeAP. 

Amount of pa'!Jment.-In 1954 the gross receipts of sheet music 
publishers were $10.8 million." However, this census classification 
does not include many small ,Publishers and cannot be considered in
clusive of the music publishing business. Therefore, the figure for 
gross receipts has been arbitrarIly increased to $12 million. In 1954, 
a small sampling of music fublishers revealed that 78 percent of 
their total income consists 0 royalties.6' Applying this percentage 
to the gross receipts of $12 million indicates that music publishers 
received about $9.4 million from royalties. Of this amount, some 
$5.4 million has already been accounted for in the form of "mechani
cal royalties" (see supra, p. 49), leaving $4 million from other 

.. Variety. Dec. 7. 19GII; thllll 1111 a report on the 191111 earlilnglll of members of the 
Writers Guild of America. From this report it ean be gleaned that the total for 1954 
was about $211 mJUton. 

III Variety. :May 18 19118. 
• U.8. CeD8U1II of '811I11n_. BuDetln Me-27A., p. 13.· 
.. MPPA memorandum lIIubmltted to the Department of the Treasury re personal hold

Inl' company taltel. 
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royalties, excepting performing royalties (for which, see infra., app, 
B, group III-a, p.. 57). Of this $4 million, it is estimated that 
50percent or $2 million went to composer-lyricists for the commercial 
utilization of their copyrighted. works. 

GROUP rr, REVENUES OF CREATORS FROM CREATOR-USERS 

(a) Newspaper publishers 
Methods of payment.-Newspaper publishers make direct payments 

to their editorial staffs, to columnists, cartoonists, and feature writers. 
They also make indirect payments to all those employees who assist 
in creating the newspaper as an entity, in contrast with the copy
rightable materials which are obtained separately, 

Amount of payment.-It has been estimated that newspaper pub
lishers in 1954 contributed $11550 million to the national income." 
Since the end result of this entire contribution to the national income 
is the newspaper as a created copyrightable entity, this figure may 
be used as a basis for measuring payments for creative effort. 

It is not known the extent to which the newspaper publishing in
dustry operates its own printing plants, or carries on other activities 
which are not a part of the creative process in the copyrightable 
sense. However, the $1,550 million contribution to national Income 
has been arbitrarily reduced to $1,000 million to account for such 
activities. 
(b) Periodical publishers 

Methods of payment.-Periodical publishers purchase literary ma
terials for at least first serial publication from authors; they usually 
copyright these materials under their own name without separate 
copyright notice on the individual contributions. However, any so
phisticated author will, through his agent, make every effort to retain 
all rig-hts in the property other than the periodical publication.rights. 

The payments made to authors for the periodical publication of 
their creative works do not include the contribution to the final copy
rightable periodical made by all others than the contributing authors. 
Staff members who produce columns, etc., on an employee-for-hire 
basis, and editors, in addition to the entire operation which produces 
the copyrightable periodical, all make a contribution to the final 
product.

Amownt of payment.-It has been estimated that the contribution 
of the periodical publishers to the national income in 1954 was $576 
million." The value added by manufacture in the periodical pub
lication industry was $796 million in 1954. Since "value added by • 
manufacture" is a less refined form of "national income originated" 
these two figures appear to be in the proper relationship. The figure 
of $576 million will be accepted as a basis of measurement for the 
contribution of periodical publishers to the revenues of creators. 

As in the case of newspaper publishers, immediately supra; it is 
not known the extent to which periodical publishers carry on business 
operations which are not properly a part of the copyrightable creative 
process, such as printing. The $576' million figure is arbitrarily re
duced to $450 million to account for such activities. 

.. Supra, pp, 28. 35 If.
 

.. Supra. pp. 28, 311 If.
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(0) Subs01iption reference book publishers 
MethodE> of pay111ent.-Publishers·of encyclopedias and other ref

erence books frequently makes sales on a subscription basis and on a 
time-payment plan. Hence the figures for sales may not correspond to 
receipts and the receipts of publishers in this group may not be wholly 
comparable to the receipts of book publishers who sell primarily 
through distributors and/or retailers. 

Compilers of reference books both pay for the creative work of 
contributors and create in their own right as editors and compilers. 
Consequently, the national income originated by such publishers may 
be used as a basis for estimating the payments made for creative effort. 

Amount of paY111ent.-The sales or subscription reference books at 
the publisher level was 19.2 percent of the total publishers' sales in 
1954,61 • 

National income originated by all book publishers in 1954 is esti
mated at $390 million." If subscription publishers originated na
tional income to the same extent as they made sales at the publishing 
level, then 19.2 percent of $390 million, or about $75 million, would 
be the amount of payment for creative effort in that :I?art of the pub
lishing: industry. This total includes the $13.4 milhon paid to au
thors oy publishers of subscription reference books, as estimated 
supra in appendix B, group I-a, page 48 but not included in the 
estimate of payments by book publishers. The $75 million figure has 
been arbitrarily reduced by $10 million to account for possible noncre
ative activities on the part of subscription reference book publishers. 
(d) Miscellaneous publishere	 (ewcl71ding music publwhers) 

Methods of paY111ents.-This group of industries includes all estab
lishments primarily engaged in miscellaneous publishing activities not 
elsewhere classified whether or not engaged in printing. 

Amount of payment.-For purposes of this study, it is assumed 
that about 50 percent of the contribution of this group to the national 
income is from printing and other noncreative activities rather than 
publishing activities. The total contribution to national income of 
the group is estimated at $109 million ;69 therefore, the amount of 
payment for creative effort is arbitrarily set at $50 million. 

However, the amount paid to composer-lyricists by the music pub
lishing industry has already been estimated at $2 million,"? This 
should be deducted from the total figure of $50 million, leaving $48 
million for the payments to creators by this group of creator-users. 
(e) Greeting card publishers 

Methods of pal/ment.-Greeting card publishers frequently main
tain their own printing plants in addition to designing and promoting 
the sale of the product. 

Amounts of paY111ent.-It is estimated that the contribution of this 
group to national income was $95 million." This has been arbitrarily 
decreased by $25 million, the reduction representing national income 
contributed from activities other than publication. Therefore, a 

61 Supra, note. 56.
 
fI8 Supra. pp. 2R. 35 IT.
 
.. Supra, pp. 28. 35 tl'. This osttma to Includes the music publishing Industry.
 
70 See supra, app. B, group I-t.
 
" Supra, pp, 28, 35 if.
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figure of $70 million will be used as a measure of payment by this 
industry for creative effort. 
(f)	 Commercial photographers 

111ethods 0/ payment.-It is not known the extent to which commer
cial photographers conduct their own enterprises as creators of copy
rightable material and the extent to which they are employees-for-hire 
of corporate or other forms of business organizations. However, pre
sumably, almost the entire contribution of commercial photographers 
to the national income will be reflected in wages paid out or profits 
made by one or the other form of commercial photography. 

Amount 0/ payment.~Therefore, the total contribution of commer
cial photographers to the national income, or $74 million," may be 
used as a measure of the payments to creators in that industry. 
(g) Advertising 

Methods 0/ payment.-The advertising industry is paid by clients 
to prepare and place advertising matter in various advertising media, 
primarily newspapers, magazines, television, and radio. To a large 
degree the payments made III this process are for creative, artistic, and 
literary talent employed to produce advertising copy and executive 
salaries to individuals who supervise the I?rocess and maintain rela
tionships with advertising clients. A portion of the advertising copy 
placed in all media is copyrighted and most of it is copyrightable. 
Therefore, the contribution which the advertising process makes to the 
national income may be used as a measure of the revenues for creative 
effort in this industry. 

Amounts 0/ payment.-The contribution of advertising to the na
tional income has been estimated at $716 million 73 and this will be 
used as a basis for measuring the payments by the advertising industry 
for creative efforts. The extent to which the industry engages in 
activities other than those which properly contribute to the creation of 
copyrightable materials is unknown. However, the $716 million fig
ure is arbitrarily reduced to $600 million to account for such activities. 
(h ) News syndicates 

Methods of payment.-The news syndicate is made up primarily of 
a reportorial staff with necessary administrative personnel, using 
leased wires for communication. 

Amounts of payment.-The total contribution of news syndicates to 
the national income is estimated at $64 million.t- This figure, for pur
poses of this study, is arbitrarily reduced to $50 million, the deduction 
being for national income contributions from other than creative as
pects of the industry. Therefore, $50 million will be used as a measure I 

of payments to creators for this industry. 
(i)	 Motion picture producers 
. Methods of payment.-In motion picture production creative mate

rial from both storywriters and composers is used. Motion picture 
producers employ creative talent both on an employee-for-hire basis 
and on a freelance basis. However, the business contracts for the writ
ing and adaptation of story material between the Association of Mo

72 Rnpra, Pl'. 28, 40.
 
'" Supra, pp. 28, 42.
 
,. Supra, pp. 28. 43.
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tion Picture Producers and the Writers Guild of America provide 
almost exclusively for employees for hire and it is only in unusual 
cases that freelance contracts are used. Of course, motion picture pro
ducers purchase rights to story material from book publishers who 
hold copyrights to novels, stories, etc. In most of these cases, a large 
portion of the purchase price goes to the original author; generally a 
book publisher retains only the equivalent of an agent's 10 percent fee. 

As to the use of music by motion picture producers the usual prac
tice is to employ composer-lyricists on an employee-for-hire basis. The 
alternative is to purchase motion picture rights to musical composi
tions; in practice this is done by contracting with the music publisher 
(copyright owner) through the instrumentality of the Harry Fox 
office. When purchases of music are made through this latter method 
the transaction is frequently not an arm's-length transaction because 
of the fact that music publishers are at times either wholly or par
tially owned by motion picture producers. 

Amount of par.ment.-The motion picture industry has been esti
mated to have a ' cost of motion picture production" to be "in excess of 
$500 million" in 1954.15 It is also estimated that 5 percent of the 
"average production budget" is paid for story costs." Presumably 
this includes all payments to writers and adaptors of story material, 
and payments made to owners of copyrights for story material which 
producers lease or purchase for motion picture utilization. If these 
figures were to be used for a basis of estimating the payments to crea
tors, 5 percent of $500 million would result in an estimate of $25 mil- . 
lion. However, this fails to include any payments to motion picture 
producers for their activity in creating the final product of the motion 
picture production industries, i.e., finished, copyrightable, motion pic
tures. 

The national income originated by the motion picture industries is 
estimated to be $917 million." The estimate includes all parts of the 
motion picture industry; i. e., production, distribution, and exhibition. 
In order to be helpful in estimating the revenues of the creators of 
motion pictures, it will be necessary to make an estimate of the 
national income originated bY.' the production of motion pictures, 
excluding distribution and exhibition. 

The Census of Business for 1954 includes figures for the motion 
picture industry which attempt to break the industry into its compo
nent parts; this attempt is not wholly successful, however, because of 
the intimately interwoven nature of the industry. For example, the 
total receiJ?ts of motion picture production from customers are shown 
as $137 million ; the payroll paid out by production is shown as $230.3 
million, or more than 150 percent of the receipts. The appended 
footnote points out that the figure for total receipts excludes receipts 
from independent distributors and company-owned distribution 
offices." 

No method has been found to estimate statistically the contribution 
of motion picture production to the national income. However, con
sideration of the available figures for payroll of the three major por
tions of the industry indicate that $350million may be as good an arbi

.••"International Motion Picture Almanac, 19.115," p. xv• 

.. Ibid.
 
" Supra. pp. 28. 43 .
 
.. "Census of Business, 1954," Bulletin 8-2-8, p. 8-2. 
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trary guess as can be made. In view of the fact that the entire pro
duction process is involved in the creation of copyrightable motion 
pictures, this $350 million figure will be accepted as the measure of 
payments for creative efforts in the production of motion pictures in 
1954 rather than the earlier suggested figure of $25 million. At best, 
the latter figure seems to be minimum for direct payments to story
writers. 
(j) "Direct" and "indirect" revenues 

The complex nature of the revenues of creators in the creative copy
right industries (group II) indicates the desirability of one further 
breakdown of the figures; namely, the separation of the total revenues 
of creators into "direct" and "indirect" payments. Estimates of this 
separation are shown in table IV, which follows. These estimates 
indicate the extent to which the creative copyright industries make 
"outpayments" to creators for rights to their creative work; the 
remainder consists mostly of internal payments (to employees-for
hire in various functions) which are reflected in the creative contri
bution of the industry. As the nature of the creative copyright in
dustries (group II) would indicate, only a small portion, perhaps 10 
to 12 percent, of their total payments for creative work are in the 
form of "outpayments" to independent creators. The informed judg
ments on which the table is based await further testing on the basis of 
detailed analysis of the internal accounting reports of representative 
firms in each industry; it has not been possible to make this analysis 
as a part of the present study. 

It should be understood that the statistical basis for table IV is very 
meager. Informed judgment has been substituted for statistical 
measurement and the possible margins of error are wide. 

TABLE IV.-Oreative copyright industries-Total revenues of creators from 
copyrightable materials, separated into direct and indirect payments 

[Millions of dollars] 

Creators' revenues 

Industry Total Direct IndIrect 
payments 1 payments

I 

I IIIII 

1,000 95050if::i;gl~r~~~t~~~J~i~~_~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 450 100 350Subscription reference book publishers________________________ 65 1550Miscellaneous publishers ____ . _________________________________ 48 5 43Greeting card publishers______________________________________ 70 10 60Commercial photography_____________________________________ 74 74-----.--------Advertlslng___________________________________________________ 600 50 550Newspaper syndicates.• ______________________________________ 50 50-------------.Motion picture producers ________________________ • ___________ . 350 25 325 
Total _________________________________ ._._._. ________ • __ 2,707 290 2,417 

I Direct payments are those paid out to free-lance creators as royalty payments and other payments for 
rIghts to utilize copyright material; Indirect payments are all other payments torcreative efIorts. 

Sources: 
Col. I: Supra, app, B, group II, sees. (a) to (I), Inclusive, pp. 52-M. 
Col. II: Those figures are largely InJormed guesses based on general knowledge at the organization 

and operation of the Industries. As for "Motion picture producers," the figure used Isexplained supra
pp.64-56.

001. III: Col. I less col. II. 
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GROUP III. PAYMENTS FOR THE CREATIVE EFFORT OF INDIVIDUAL CREATORS 

(a) Payments to composer-lyricists by performing rights' organiza
tions 

Form of payment.-Performing rights' organizations control the 
"small rights" assigned to them by music publishers or individual 
composer-lyricists and license those rights to persons or organizations 
wishing to give public performances of the copyrighted works. Pay
ments are made to the organization under a contractual arrangement, 
and revenues are in turn divided and remitted, in accordance with 
contractual provisions, to the composer-lyricists and/or music pub
lishers. 

ASCAP is an organization of music publishers and individual 
composer-lyricists. The ASCAP revenues, after expenses, are divided 
evenly between the two groups and then distributed to firms and in
dividuals under formulas set up by each of the groups. Thus, the 
composer-lyricists receive, as a group, 50 percent of the net revenue 
of ASCAP. 

As to BMI, the other major performing rights' organization, it 
contracts with complete freedom with music publishers for the rights 
to license the public performance of copyrighted musical works, and, 
in some cases, directly with composer-lyricists. In the absence of any 
more reliable evidence, it is assumed that 50 percent of the outpay
ments by BMI were finally received by composer-lyricists. 

Amount of payment.-The increasing gross revenues of radio and 
television have brought commensurate increases in the gross revenues 
of ASCAP and BMI. Figures for 1954 are not uvailable, but in 
another study," estimates of the composer-lyricists' revenues from 
ASCAP and BMI in 1956 were made as follows: 

Million
ASCAP $9.3 
BMI 2.85 

Total 12.15 

It is known that this form of creators' revenues has increased 
rapidly during the past few years. Therefore, the figure is reduced 
arbitrarily to $10 million for the year 1954. 
(b) Payments to other individual creators 

Forms and amounts of payment.-Creators not classified elsewhere 
in this study are paid directly by the person or organization for whom 
they work, either on a free-lance or contractual basis. Portrait 
painters are characteristic of this group, although sculptors, illus
trators, other graphic artists, model makers, etc., are also included. 
It is intended that this classification shall be a "miscellaneous" classi
fication, concerning which little or nothing is known statistically. 
Arbitrarily, a gross revenue of $25 million is assigned to this group. 

,. "The EconomIc Aspects of the Compulsory License In the Copyright Law," by WillIam 
M. Blaisdell, to appear In a subsequent study (No.6) in this serres of Copyright Law 
RevisIon Studies. 



58 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

IV. ADDENDUM: THE COPYRIGHTED COMPONENT OF COPYRIGHTABLE 

MATERIALS 

In the preceding sections of this study, the major subject of con
sideration has been copyrightable materials: the size of the industries 
which are closely related to and/or dependent upon the exploitation 
of copyrightable materials; and the revenues of creators of copyright
able materials. This section will consider the extent to which copy
rightable materials are "formally" copyrighted, i.e., a copyright claim 
is registered in the Copyright Office. 

The copyright industries were defined in section I, supra, so as to 
conform as closely as possible to the categories set forth in the copy
right law,so and the revenues of creators in those industries were esti
mated. Both the size and the revenues have ben estimated in mone
tary values; unfortunately, the volume of copyrighted material regis
tered in the Copyright Office is not available m comparable form. 
Therefore, it will be necessary to abandon statistical estimation in 
attempting to separate the volume of copyrighted materials from the 
volume of copyrightable materials, and substitute for it informed 
judgment concernmg the organization and operation of the copyright 
industries, 

The results are shown in table V, page 59, infra. Not all of the 
copyright industries produce copyrightable materials. From table 
II, page 28, supra, the basic producing copyright industries have been 
selected, and they are shown m table V. 

Two possible measures of the value of copyrightable materials have 
been estimated in the earlier sections of this study: The national income 
originated by the copyright industries; and the revenues of the creators 
of copyrightable materials. The former of these two estimates would 
probably overstate the value of copyrightable materials, and it is pos
sible that the latter would understate it. However, because the reve
nues of creators seems to represent more closely the actual value of 
copyrightable materials, and in order that the estimate may not be 
excessive, it has been decided to accept the latter estimates, which are 
set forth in column I of table V. 

In judging the portion of copyrightable values which has been copy. 
righted, each industry has been judged separately, even though cer
tam of them appear to have some common characteristics. Book 
publishing, periodical publishing, and motion picture production copy
right practically their entire output. Hence, their output is both 
copyrightable and copyrighted. Also, radio broadcasting and tele
vision produces a relatively small volume of copyrightable material, 
all of which is probably copyrighted5it also uses a large volume of ma
terial copyrighted by others; motion picture producers, freelance 
authors and dramatists, advertising clients, etc. 

At the other extreme, there is a group of industries which copy
right only a small portion of their output: Newspaper publishing, 
greeting card production, and commercial photography. In the case 
of newspapers, count in the Copyright Office shows that less than 100 
newspapers (out of 9,022 published in 1954)S1 are regularly copyright
ed, the remainder being rarely copyrighted. It is recognized, of course, 

.. Supra. sec. I-C, ~. 28.
 
11 Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "1954 Census of Manufactures"
 

Bulletin MC-27A, p. A-l6. • 
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that syndicated material published in newspapers is sometimes copy
righted, and the volume of this has been included in newspaper syn
dicates. 

It is believed that only a small portion of greeting card produc
tion is copyrighted, and this has been arbitrarily estimated as about 
one-quarter of the total contribution to the national income. It is 
judged that even a smaller portion of the total production of com
mercial photo~raphers is copyrighted. 

The remainmg industries present varying complex situations. Ad
vertising, for example, probably produces a large volume of copy
rightable material, much of which is never copyrIghted, but parts of 
which are copyrighted by clients, by the agencies, or by publications 
in which the advertising appears. 

News syndicates copyright some of their production, and a small 
part is also copyrighted in newspapers in which it is published. How
ever, it is judged that the larger portion is not copyrighted under 
either heading. 

Miscellaneous publishing produces a considerable volume of copy
rightable materials-maps. atlases, music, directories, and other un
classified publishing. It is considered that a large part of this is copy
righted, mostly by the publishers themselves. 

From table V It may be concluded that about 40 percent of all copy
rightable values are formally registered for copyright, However, by 
far the largest part of the copyrighted values arise out of three in
dustries-book and periodical publishing and motion picture produc
tion. 

It should be recognized that the estimates in this addendum are of 
the most tentative character, based on judgment rather than factual 
evidence, and that they are subject to a wide margin of error. 

TABLE V.-Oopyright industries-Total copyrightable values separated into 
copyrighted and noncopyrighted components 1 

[Millions of doll ars1 

Copvrteht- ICopyrighted I Noncopy-
Industry 

-

Boo'{ publishing -- ----- -_" ____ 0_- --- ----- _.
Periodical puhlishing:- -- ----- --- -- _.-'
Motion picture P,.odllction~~:_::::___________ -.- -- 
Radio broadcasting and TV _______________ 
Newspaper publishing____ . --¥-

~ ------ 

Greeting cards __ .... __________ -. __ ..  ----------- .- ----
Commercia I photography, -------- ----------- -------
Advertisinc______________ . --- ----._. ---------- ----_. -
News syndicntes__ -

~ 

-- -- --- ----_. -_.. -- --- - - -
Miscellaneous pu blishing: ____ --. -- --- -'-

Total -"-- -- ----_._

able values 

I 

$135 
450 
350 
20 

1,000 
70 
74 

600 
50 
50 

2,799 

values righted values 

II III 

$135 0 
450 0 
350 0 
20 0 
75 $925 
20 50 
5 69 

60 540 
20 30 
40 10 

1,175 I. 624 

1 This table should be read only in conjunctIon with (he accompanving text. 

Sources: 
Col. I: Supra, text tables, pp, 33 and 34. 
CoL II: See accompanying text. Estimates based on informed judgements concerning (11<1 organlzu

tion and operation of the industries.
 
CoL IIf: Col. I less col, II,
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THE MEANING OF "WRITINGS" IN THE COPYRIGHT 
CLAUSE OF THE CONSTITUTION 

In 1954 the Supreme Court of the United States decided Mazer v. 
Stein 1 holding that statuettes of Bali dancers, which had been reg
istered with the Copyright Office as "works of art" but which were 2 

actually intended for and used as lamp bases, were entitled to coPy
right protection. The majoritl of the Court assumed that constitu
tionally these statuettes were' writings." 8 But Justice Douglas 4 in 
a short separate opinion questioned this assumption and in so doing 
fundamentally challenged the present status of Federal copyright 
law. After enumerating some of the many and varied objects that 
have been registered with the Copyright Office," he questioned whether 
these objects came within the scope of the word "writings" as used 
in the copyright clause of the Constitution. Desiring that this ques
tion be squarely faced, he recommended putting the case down for 
reargument," 

The Constitution provides that-
The Congress shall have Power * * * (8) To promote the Progress of Science 
and useful Arts by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the
 
exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.'
 

A literal reading of this clause 8 would invalidate part of every copy

right law passed since 1790 and prevent any copyright protection for
 
such presently protected matter as advertising," photographs and mo

tion pictures," paintings," maps," cartoons," and three-dimensional
 
objects."
 

But in spite' of this the problem of the constitutionality of the copy
right statutes, at least in respect to the subjects of copyright, has lain 

'347 U.S. 201 (1954).
'l'ursuunt to 17 U.S.C. § 5(g) (1952). 
':147 U.S. at 214. Four similar suits had been brought by Stein for Infringement of 

his eopyrl.!\'ht under this section. 
(a) Stein v. E:rp'rt Lamp 00., 96 F. Supp. 97 (N.D. Ill.) (relief denied as lamps were 

purely utilitarian), off'd, 188 F. 2d 611 (7th Clr. " cert, denied, 342 U.S. 829 (1951).
(b) Stein v, Rosenthal, 103 F. Bupp. 227 (S.D. Cal. 1952) (relief l?ranh'd as art fonn 

was sufficient In spite of Its poaslble utliltarian uses) , aff'tl, 205 F. 2d 633 (9th Clr. 1953).
(c) Stein v. Benuderet, 109 1<'. SUllP. :164 IE.D. Mich. 1952) (ennslrlered Rosenthal case 

based on mtstake and followed Expert Lamp case In denying relief), re"'d per curiam, 
214 I".2d822 (6tb CIr, 1954) (hased on tl ... Sunrenre Court deetaton In ltfailwr v. Stein).

(d) Stein v. Mazer, 111 F. Surp. 359 (D. Md.) (dlsmlssed eomplntnt holding no pro
tection for nttlltnrlan work). reI' 1/, 204 F. 2d 472 (4th Clr. 1953) (agreeing with Rosen
thal case), aJJ'd., 347 U.S. 201 (19M).

• 347 U.S. ut 221 (with Justice Black coneurrtuej ,
• Statuettes, bookends, clocks, lamps, door knockers. candlesttcks, Inkstands, chandeliers, 

plg!!"y banks, sundials, snlt and pepper shakers, !lsh bowls, casseroles, Dnd ash trays.
• Ibid. . 
7 Art. Y, § 8, cI. 8, reprinted In H.R. Doc. No. 739. 81st Cong., 2d Sess., 46 (1951).
• Wobaterts New Collegln te DlctlonarJ' (1056 I'd.) deflDf's writing as : "I. The act of 

one who writes (In anr sense). 2. Something written. as a letter, notice, etc. Specl.f.:
(a) an Inscription; (b) any written or printed paper or document, as a deed, contract, etc.; 
(e) any wrttten composition; book; as, the writings of Addison....n 

• See text at notes 20R-24 Infra.
 
10 See text at Dotes 22~31 Infra.
 
U See text at notes 2112-34 Infrn.
 
12 See text nt notes 235-110 Infra.
 
,. See text at Dotes 240-46 Infra,
 
14 See text a t notes 247-64 infra.
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dormant for many years. In fact, this is the first instance of a direct 
questioning by a Supreme Court Justice of the general scope of copy
right protection since 1884.1~ 

The importance of the problem raised by Justice Douglas demands 
a thorough and comprehensive study of the history and application of 
the copyright clause to see if a definition can be found which both 
explains what has developed and is consistent with the intent of the 
framers of the Constitution. This note is such a study based upon an 
examination of all available historical, legislative, and case material. 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

English Background 
The concept of copyright that has existed at common law has 

prevailed since early Roman times." Under this concept, the owners 
of literary property possessed exclusive rights to the use of their works 
until dedication to the public, commonly termed "publication".l1 The 
subject of these common law rights was not limited to any theory of 
"writings." 18 

The historical origin of statutory copyright_protection is commonly 
traced to the chartering of the StatIoner's Company in 1556/9 the 
main object of which was the suppression in England of the religious 
ideas of the Protestant Reformation. The printing of any book for 
sale was forbidden unless it was registered by a member of the Com
pany. While this effected the desired control over the press and vested 
the Company with a practical monopoly of the trade, an advantage 
also accrued to the publisher, for the registration of a book by him ex
cluded all others from printing it. In 1694 the Licensing Act, under 
which the Company then operated, expired and there ensued, from 
1695 until 1709, a period in which no copyright protection existed. 
Pirating during this period became common and publishers joined 
with authors in petitioning Parliament for protection. Finally, in 
1709, the Statute of Anne 20 was passed. The first copyright statute 
anywhere to be found, its purpose clause explained that books and 
other writings had been published without the consent of authors or 
proprietors to their detriment and that of their families. A term of 
fourteen years of copyright protection was provided for authors," 
with a fourteen year renewal term. This statute changed the purpose 
of statutory copyright from censorship to protection. This protec
tion became necessary with the invention of printing, the first commer
cially feasible method of mass production of intellectual property. 

.. In Burr01D-GlIe8 IAthographlc 00. v. Sarony, 111 U.S. 113 (1884), the question was 
squarely presented to and decIded by the Supreme Court. 

.. See Bowker, CopyrIght, Its Hllltory and Its Law 8 (1912). 
11 For a modern dlscusston of what constitutes publication, see Note, 111 Temp. L.Q. 

1181 (11141). 
,. See Prince Albert v. Strange, 1 Macn. &: G. 211, 41 Eng. Rep. 1171 (eh. 1849). This 

case. whIch granted protectIon for unpublished etebtngs, while subsequent to the first 
En~lIsh copyrIght statute, preceded any statutory copyrIght protection for paIntings,
etchings, and like Items, and was therefore decldpd strIctly on common-law prIncIples. 
See also Scrutton, Law of CopyrIght 1112 (3d ed. 1896). 

,. See BIrrell, The Law and History of Copyright In Books c. 2 (1899; 6 Holdsworth,
History of English Law 360-79 (1927) . 

.. 8 Anne, c. 19 (1710). In 17311 a statute extendIng copyrIght protection to "Inventors 
and engravers" of hIstorIcal and other prInts was passed. 8 Geo. 2, c. 13 (17811). A 
reading of It shows a close Identity wIth the terms of the Statute of Anne. 

III ThIs was the first acknowledgment of a copyright tn anthors. BIrrell, 0". Dit. 8upra 
note 19, at 93. Theretofore registration wIth the Stationers' Company haB assured only a 
publisher's copyrIght. For an excellent coverage of the copyrIght problem tn England from 
1710 to 1780, see ColUns, Authershtp tn the Days of Johnson (1927). 
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History 01 the oopyright clause 
The English law of copyright was presumably familiar to colonial 

lawyers. Although the Articles of Confederation did not have a copy
right clause, the Continental Congress, alive to the problems of au
thors," recommended that the states provide copyright protection." 
Twelve states passed copyright laws prior to the Constitutional Con
vention." Eight of these states protected writings in the literal 
sense.25 In four of these, the subjects of copyright were books and 
pamphlets." Other modes of enumerating subjects were: "books," 2, 

"books, treatises, and other literary works," 28 and "book or books, writ 
ing or writings." 29 Three states provided protection for maps and 
charts as well as books." Two of these statutes did not use the word 
"writings," hence an extension to maps and charts could not have been 
implied." Connecticut, however, used the term "writings" in apposi
tion to "author" in the preamble, and thereafter used author in ap
position to book, pamphlet, map, or chart and would thus imply that 
maps and charts were writings, a slight expansion of the definition." 
These statutes, however, were limited in operation to the territorial 
jurisdiction of the particular states. There was no national uniform 
copyright protection. The resulting lack of complete coverage pro
duced a receptive atmosphere at the time of the Constitutional Con
vention for the creation of authority enabling the establishment of 
federal copyright protection. 

.. Noah Webster seemed to have been particularly active at this time In urging copyright
legislation upon the states. See Webster, COllection of Papers on PoUtical, Literary and 
Moral Subjects 173-75 (1843). 

l!3 24 Journals, Continental Congress 326 (1783).
··Conn. Acts & Laws 1784-90, p, 133 (1784); Mass. Acts & Laws 1782, c. 58; Digest

of Laws of Ga., p, 323 (1876) ; 1 Md. Laws 1692-1784, c. 34 (KlIty 1783) (lnw contingent 
upon every state passing a copyright law) ; 4 N.H. Laws 1783, c. 1; N.J. Acts 1776-83, p,
325 (1783) ; N.Y. Laws 1786, c. 54; N.C. Laws 1785, c. 26, republtshed In 24 N.C. State 
Records 747 (1!l05) ; 11 Pa, Stat. at Large, c. 1079 (1782); R.I. Acts & Resolves, p. 6 
(1783) ; 4 S.C. Stat. at Large, No. 122 (1784) ; 12 Va. Stat. at Large, c. 6 (Henlng 1785).
The only exception in the original thirteen colonies was Delaware which didn't pass any
law. 

.. Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina. and Virginia. See note 24 supra. 

.. Virglnl., New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania protected books and pamphlets.
South Carolina: books. North Carollna : books, maps. and charts. Georgia and Connecticut: 
books, pamphlets, maps, and charts. Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island; books,
treatises, and other Uterary works. Ibid. 

The term "author" was used In appositIon to all of the above subjects In each of the 
eleven statutes. while It appears In apposition to the term "writings" in the Connecticut 
(In the preamble) and Maryland statutes. Ibid. 

"SecurinJ(" appears in the titles of the statu tes of Virginia, North Carolina, Massachu
setts, New HampshIre. and Rhode Island. Ibid. 

"For a limited time" appears only In the Virginia statute wblcb was submitted bv Madison 
at the instance of Noah Webster. 2 Brant, James Madison 371 (1!l48). Wlille Brant 
attrIbutes the copyrlgbt clause to MadIson, Curtis attributes it to Pinckney. 1 CurtIs, 
Conatttuttonal History 531 (2d ed. 1889). There seems to be no evIdence conclusively 
proving that either was solely responsible for its suggestion or speclfle phraseology.
F'ennlnu, The Origin of the Patent and Copyright Clause of the Constitution. 17 Geo. 
L.J. 109 (1929), 

"Exclusive right" appears In tbe titles of the Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode 
Island statutes. It Is Interesttng to note that these statutes did not contain restrictive 
provisIons concernIng the sale of printed matter at reasonable prices or the malntennnce 
of a sufficient supply for tbe public. See note 24 supra. It has been suggested that the 
use of the phrase "exclusive rlght"ln the ConstitutIon Indicates an Intent that no restrtetton 
encumber the copyright. F'eanlng, Copyright Before the Constltntlon 17 J. Pat. Off. 
Soc'y 379, 384 (1fI35). ' 

An excellent discussion of the state copyright statutes appears In 1 Crosskey, Politics and 
the Constltntlon 482-85 (1953). 

07 Sonth Carolina. See note 24 supra. 
.. Massachusetts, New Hampshire. Rhode Island Ibid 
.. Maryland. Ibid. The dIsjunctive here suggests that tbe word "wrItings" extends 

beyond "books." This extensIon may b~ Indicative of an expansion definition of writings or 
It may merely signIfy other writings within the literal definition, such as newspaper-s
pamphlets, and periodicals. • 

'0 North Carolina, Georgia, and Connecticut. Ibid. 
ar North Carolina and Georgia. Ibid. 
.. ConnectIcut. IbId.
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The committee proceedings of the convention were secretly con
ducted, and the final form of the copyright clause was approved with
out debate." In the available records of the proceedings, there is no 
direct evidence which conclusively establishes the intended scope of 
the copyright clause, and, accordingly, there is no direct evidence con
cerning the meaning of the word "writings"-whether it was intended 
to be construed literally or as a word of art encompassing many objects 
outside of its literal meaning. Some material, however, is available 
from which several inferences of possible intent can be drawn. 

Four clauses differing from the one finally adopted were suggested 
to the Constitutional Convention. None used the word writings. The 
clauses read: "To secure to literary authors their copyrights for a 
limited time"; 34 "To secure to authors exclusive rights for a certain 
time"; 35 "To secure to authors the exclusive right to their perform
ances and discoveries"; 36 and "To encourage, by proper premiums 
and provisions, the advancement of useful knowledge and -dis
coveries." 87 The fact that the clause contained the word "writings," 
while the original proposals did not, permits opposing conjectures: 
(1) the word was used as a limitation upon the broad scope of all the 
proposals; or (2) since the word was included by the committee on 
style and there was no consideration by the convention, it can be 
inferred that the change was not substantive but merely formal. 

The Federalist sheds more interpretive light upon the probable 
scope of the clause. It should be remembered, however, that Madison's 
purpose in The Federalist was to present his analysis in a light which 
he felt would be most acceptable to the nation. Referring to the clause 
as it appears in the Constitution, Madison stated: 

The utility of this power will scarcely be questioned. The copyright of 
authors has been solemnly adjudged, in Great Britain, to be a right of common 
law. The right to useful inventions seems with equal reason to belong to the 
Inventors, The public good fnlly coincides in both cases with the claims of 
individuals. The States cannot separately make effectual provision for either 
of the cases, and most of them have anticipated the decision of this point, by 
laws passed at the instance of Congress." 

Itmay very well be argued, from the above quotation, that the intent 
of the clause was to establish harmony between federal copyright 
protection and the development of common-law protection. The state
ment places no limitation, either direct or implied. upon the scope of 
the clause but rather intimates that the types of objects nrotected will 
expand when the common law sees fit to expand them. Following this 
reasoning, the clause was not intended to deal specifically with the sub
jects of copyright but merely to assure uniform protection through 
nationwide laws.39 Since the legislature has the authority to change 

"Madlson. Debates In the Federal Convention of 1787. at 1112-13 (Hunt & Scott ed. 
1920) ; .Tollrnal, Acts and Proeeedtnga, of the Convention 32R-29 (11'19) . 

.. 5 ElIIot, Debates on the Feelernl Conatltuttnn 440 (18411). The first drafts of the 
Constitution, submitted by Eelmund Randolph and Chnr]P8 Ptcknov, clId not contnln copy
right provisIons. Journal, Acts nnd Proceedlncs, of the Cnnven t ion 67, 71 (1 R19l. 

.. Ibld, See also 2 Madison. Jonrnal of the ConstitutIonal Convention 550 (1894),
"lIfaelIRon, Dehntes In the Fer!ernl Convent ion of 17R7. at 420 (Hunt & Scott ed. 

1920) ; Journal, Acts and Proceedlngs, of the Convention 259-61 (1819). 
3T 2 Mnrltaon. Journal of the Constl tntlonn l Cnnvsntton 5110 f 1894l. 
.. The FedernIlst, No, 43, at 278 (Modern Library erl. 1937). Madtson, a member of the 

committee which frampd the conyrll!ht clause, wns referrlnl! In this paragraph to the case 
of Millar v. Tal/lor, 4 Burr. 2303. 98 Enl!. Rep. 201 (K.R. 1769\ (hoMing thnt a pprpptual
copyrljrht existed at common law), which concerned literary property; to the sta te copy
rl~ht statutes, which concerned printed matter; and to the resolution of the Continental 
Congress, supra note 23, which concerned only hooks 

.. Curtis, A Treatise on the Law of Copy'rl!l'ht 8't (1847), See 3 Story, Commentaries 
on the Constitution of the United States c. 19 (1833). 
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the common law by statute, there would appear to be no objection to 
Congress' enumerating and expanding by statute the objects to be 
covered by copyright. 

Professor Urosskey attributes an even more limited intent to the 
particular wording of the clause." His argument is that it was in
tended only as a limitation on the perpetual copyright granted at com
mon law-as established in 1769 by Millar v.l'aylor.41 

In opposition to the above argument, it can be said that the use of 
the word "author" in apposition to "writing" persuasively indicates 
that the protection was to be limited to printed matter, unless we 
ascribe to the originators of the clause the harboring of a definition of 
"writing" which was not extant at that time 42 and which is still op~ 
posed to the literal or common sense meaning of the term. However, 
III view of the paucity of evidence bearing directly on the intent of the 
clause, further analysis of the clause must be made in respect to its 
legislative and judicial development. 

LEGISLAnON 

Although an important factor in the search for a definition of 
"writings," the legislative history of the copyright acts does.not pro
vide an express answer. To the contrary, congressional discussions 
of the various bills and the resulting enactments reveal a tacit assump
tion that there is no problem at all-that Congress may constitution
ally include in a copyright statute whatever it wishes. This, of 
course, cannot properly be accepted as the final word. The question, 
therefore, becomes this: ·What rationale can be gleaned from the 
reports and the acts that will explain the present development of con
gressional copyright protection? 

The first theory to present itself is that the copyright clause was 
intended to protect literal "writings," meaning such objects as books 
and periodicals-words written in a form intelligible to all who can 
read. This is the most obvious and the most easily disposed of limita
tion on the scope of copyright insofar as legislative history is con
cerned. Not only is there no recognition of this construction in the 
congressional reports, but, as will be shown later, from the first enact
ment in 1790 4 

" to the most recent codification in 1947,44 the acts them
selves exceed this narrow definition. 

Two other theories, however, are more probable and do find support 
in the legislative history. It can fairly be maintained that the copy
right clause reflects a desire to protect the commercial value of the 
productive effort of the individual's mind. From this evolves the 

40 1 Crosskey, Politics and the Constitution 486 (1953): "Reading the power, then in 
the light of the Statute of Anne and the then recent dectstons of the English courts, it Is 
clear that this power of Congress was enumerated in the Constitution, for the purpose of 
expressing its limitations. And those Ilmitatlons were expressed ... because it did 
deslre, by restricting Congress to the creation of limited rights, to extinguish, by plain
implication of the 'supreme law of the land,' the perpetual rights which authors had, or 
were supposed by some to have, under the Common Law." 

41 4 Burr. 2303, 08 Eng. Rep. 201 (K.U. 1769) . 
.. See Johnson, A Dictionary of the English Language (1755) : 
"Anthor" is given four meanings: (11 The first beginner or mover of any thtng, (2)

The efficient; he that effects or produces any thIng. (3) The first writer of any thing;
distinct from the translator or complIer. (4) A writer In general.

"Writing" is given three definitions: (1) A legal instrument. (2) A composure; a 
hook. (3) A written paper of an~' kind. 

But et, Bach v. Longman, 2 COWl'. 623, 98 Eng. Rep. 1274 (K.B. 1777), In which Lord 
Mansfield held that 1\ musical composition was a writing under the Statute of Anne• 

.. Act of May 31, 1790, c. 15, 1 Stat. 124.
 
"17 U.S.C. (1952).
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plausible conclusion that the clause was intended to protect all in
tellectual property capable of extensive reproduction, and that when
ever new methods of reI?roduction made possible the "pirating" of 
unprotected works resultmg from intellectual effort, the clause could 
beexpanded to include these objects." 

A third conclusion as to the scope of the clause involves the proposi
tion that the first part of the clause-"To promote the Progress of 
Science and useful Arts"-defines and colors the entire clause, and that 
whatever may be construed as promoting science and the useful arts 
falls within the definition of "writings." , 

The later two theories achieve the same result-a broad scope of cov
erage. The evidence to support either of them, although more implied 
than express, is convincing. As will be seen by an examination of all 
the pertinent copyright acts, either of these theories or a combination 
of them, could be the proper meaning of the copyright clause so far 
as copyright legislation and proposed legislation is concerned. 

The Oopyright Laws 
Act of 1790.4G-This was the first federal copyright law, specifying 

maps, charts, and books as objects of protection. Passed only one year 
after the adoption of the Constitution by a Congress whose member
ship included many of those present at the Constitutional Convention, 
the act's constitutionality, it would seem, can hardly be placed in doubt. 
There was no report accomr.anying this bill nor any congressional dis
cussion of the copyrightability of the objects enumerated. It should 
be noted that there is no definition of books ill the statute. Books, as 
used, could include pamphlets, leaflets, folders, a single page, even a 
single verse or brief statement separately l?ublished 47-in short, every
thing that a literal interpretation of "wntings" includes. But if the 
clause is literally construed maps and charts could not have been pro
tected. Thus from the beginning of the legislative history it became 
necessary to give the clause a construction other than literal. 

Aot of 180,g.48-Copyright protection was extended to those "who 
shall invent and design, engrave, etch or work ... any historical or 
other print or prints." No report accompanied the act, nor is there 
any other evidence indicating doubt as to Its constitutionality, at least 
in the minds of Congress. And the same statement concerning the 
membership of Congress can be made in regard to this act as to the 
first. It may be surmised that the extension of protection to prints 
emphasized the need for protection from the piratmg of these objects. 

Act of 1831.49-This was the first general revision of the copyright 
Jaws, but the subjects of copyright were still specifically enumerated. 
Musical compositions and cuts were added to the list. For the first time 
a report accompanied a copyright act,50 but there was no question 

45 In line with this reasoning, It might be argued that the founders, In using the word 
"writings," used It as the one word that would encompass all the Items that needed 
protect.ion, and Intended thn t It would expand along with technical progress. If the 
Constitution is a living Instrument, It Is logical to presume that Its component parts must 
also "live." 

40 Act of May 31, 1790, c. 15, 1 Stat. 124 . 
., Howell, The Copyright Law 17 (3d ed. 1952). See also Holmes v. Hurst, 174 U.S. 

82 (1899) . 
•• Act of Apr. 29, 1802, c. 36, 2 Stat. 171. 
•• Act of Feb. 3, 1831, c. 16, 4 Stat. 436. Congress rejected S. 77, 18th Cong., 1st Sess. 

(1824), which would have extended copyright to paintings or drawings. 
soReport by Mr. Ell_worth of the Committee on the Judiciary to Amend the Copy

right Law, H.R. Rept, No.3, 21st Cong., 2d Sess. (1831). A copy of this report can be 
found In 2 Copyright Laws of the United States, Petitions and Memorials on International 
Copyright Laws 1783-1941, at 9-10 (Edwin P. Kilroe Collection in the Columbia Uni
versity Library). 
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of constitutionality raised in the report. The committee merely pro
posed the addition of musical compositions, stating: "It has further
more been claimed, and, it seems to your committee, with propriety, 
that the law of copyright ought to extend to musical compositions, as 
does the English law." 51 It might be profitable to consider the sig
nificance of the word "ought" in the report, particularly as indicating 
a consideration of the increasing need for protection of musical com
positions without further question as to whether such protection was 
possible. 

Act of 1856.52-Dramatic compositions had thus far been given 
protection only by implication. Although previous acts did not 
specifically enumerate dramatic compositions as protected objects, 
the 1856 act granted the right of public performance in dramatic 
compositions already subject to copyright." Apparently, Congress 
thought that such compositions were intended to come within the 
scope of "books." 54 There was no published report with this bill. 

Act of 1865.55-Photographs and negatives were expressly added 
to the list of protected works. Again, without any report or hearing 
discussing the problem, we find the implied assumJ;ltIOn of constitu
tionality by Congress. In searching for a justification of the protec
tion of photographs and negatives, it is noteworthy that this was the 
period of emergence of the commercial value of photography, through 
the famous civil war pictures taken by Mathew Brady." 

This staute also defined "book" for the first time as meaning every 
volume and part of a volume, including maps, prints, or other engrav
ings contained within the volume.51 

Act of 1870.58-With thepassage of this act, it became more aPl?ar
ent than ever before that Congress did not consider the constitution
ality of its copyright enactments to be a problem, but assumed that 
the scope of protection was as broad as it wished to make it. Paint
ings, drawings, chromos, statuettes, statuary, and models or designs 
intended as works of fine art were added to the enumerated list. The 
statute also, for the first time, expressly listed dramatic compositions 
as protected." 

Act of 1909.6°-Completely revising, collating, and reorganizing the 
federal copyright laws, this act became and still is the basic copyright 

151 2 CopyrIght Laws of the United States, supra note 50 at 9. 
•• Act of Aug. 18, 1856, c. 169, 11 Stat, 138 . 
.. Protection was gIven by this statute only to the "grand performIng" or dramatic rIghts

and extended to the music only It It was a part of a dramatIc work, Id, at 139. 
54 Previously, no action was taken on S. 227, 26th Cong., 2d Sess. (1839), which would 

have secured specific protection to authors of drnmatlc works. 
.. Act of Mar. 3, 1865, c. 123, 13 Stat. 540 . 
.. See Meredtth, Mr. Lincoln's Cameraman: Mathew B. Brady (1946). PrIor to thIs 

act, It was held that a photograph was not a prInt, cut, or engraving. Wood v. Abbott,
30 Ff'd. Cas. 424, No. 17938 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 1866) . 

• T Act of !lInr. 3, 1865, c. 123, ~ 4, 13 Stat. 540. 
"Act of JUly 8, 1870, c. 230, 16 Stnt. 198. Trade-marks were also protected by thIs act. 

ld. at 210. But the Supreme Court subsequently held that trade-marks could not be given
copyrIght-essentially because of a purported lack of orlglnallty. Trade-Mark OaBeB, 100 
U.S. 82	 (1879).

"Act of July 8,1870, c. 230, I 86 16 Stat. 212. 
"Act of March 4. 1909, c. 320, SIS Stat. 107Cl. Between 1870 and 1909 there were three 

copyright acts of Interest but they did not exteud the scope of protectIon:
(a) Act of June 18, 1874, c. 301, 18 Stat. 79, limited engravings, cuts, and prInts to 

"pictorIal illustratIons or works connected wIth the fine arts." Prints or Iabels designed
for any other articles of manufacture were to be registered In the Patent Office. These 
limItatIons were repealed by Act of July 81,1939. c. 396, IS:! Stat. 1142. 

(h) Act of Aug. I, 1882. c. 866, 22 Stat. 181, provided for the placing of the copy
right mark on molded decorative articles, titles. plaques. and articles of pottery or metal 
already "subject to copyright." Presumably, these objects were covered In the 1870 
act (Act of July 8, 1870, e. 280, 16 Stat. 198) under "models or desIgns Intended as worb 
of fine art." 
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law of the nation. It is also the first act accompanied by congres
sional reports and hearings which discuss the scope of the copyright 
clause of the Constitution. The subjects of copyright were covered in 
sections 4 and 5, the former being the general all-inclusive section 61 

and the latter designating specific classes to which the work is 
ascribed." The broader language used indicated a legislative desire 
to escape from rigorous adherence to the objects specifically enumer
ated in the statute." 

This was the first copyright law that provided, in addition to enu
merated objects, a "catch-all" clause. It can be argued that by section 
4 Cong-ress intended to expand the scope of copyright protection to 
its full constitutional limits. 64 This argument is re-enforced by the 
proviso at the end of section 5 expressly stating that it is not to limit 
section 4. In the report accompanying the final draft of the bill as 
passed, it was stated that-
Section 4 is declaratory of existing law. It was suggested that the word 
"works" should be substituted for the word "writings", in view of the broad 
constructlon given by the courts to the word "writings", but it was thought 
better to use the word "writings", which is the word found in the Constitution. 
It is not intended by the use of this word to change in any way the construction 
which the courts have given to it." 

The report notes that "Congress and the courts have always given a 
liberal constrnction to the word 'writings'." 66 

Section 5, in addition to continuing protection for the works enu
merated in prior statutes, expanded the list of protected subjects. Cer
tain objects such as compilations and periodicals, which previously 
might have been included under books, were spelled out. Lectures, 
sermons, and addresses prepared for oral delivery were added. A 
most significant change for the future extension of copyright was the 

(c) Act !If Jan. 6. 1897, c. 4, 29 Stat. 481. prevents "any person publicly performing 
any drnma tte or mnsical work for which a copyright has been obtained." See also, H.R. Rep.
No. 2290. 59th Cone.. 2d Sps s. (896). 

II Spctlon 4: "That the works for which copyright may be secured under this act shall 
Inclur!e all the writings of an author." 

•• Section 5: "That the nppltcatton for re/:lstratlon shall specify to which of the fol
lowing classes the work In which copyrlg-ht is claimed belongs : 

(a) Books. Including composite and cyclopaedlc works. directories, gazetteers. and other 
complla tlons ; 

(b) Periodicals, Including newspapers; 
(c) Lectures, sermons, addresses. prepared for oral dellvery;
(d) Dramatic or drn mnttco-mustcal compositions;
(e) Musical compositions; 

If) Mans ; 
g) Works of art; models or designs for works of art; 
h) Reproductions of a work of art: 

(i) Drawing. or plastic works of a scientific or technical character;
(j) Photographs: 
(k) PrInts and pictorial illustrations: 
Prol1ided, nevertheleRs, That the above specifications shall not he held to limIt the sub

ject-matter of copyrIght as defined In sectton four of this Act. nor shall any error In 
classification Invalldate or Impair the copyright protection secured under this Act." 

•• Section 4 has not been given an nil Inclusive elfpct hy the courts or hy the Copyright
Office. Spe Capitol Recortt«, Inc. v, Mercury Record» Oorp., 221 F. 2d 657. 661. 665 (2d Ctr, 
1955); Rezuluttons of the Copyright Otllce, 21 Fed. Reg. 6021 (1956) (the Copyright
Office has fitted all Its registrations Into the SpecIfic classes enumerated In sect lon 5) 

., See 2 Lndns, The International Protection of Li tern ry and Arttst!c Property § H29 
(019838) ; lIIeagher, Copyright Problems Presented by a New Art. 80 N.Y.U.L. Rev. 1081,
1 5 (1955) . 

•• JJ;.R. Rep. No. 2222. 60th Cone., 2il Sess. 10 (1909). The meaning of "author" was 
not d"cusspd in the reports on the bill. H"rhprt Putnnm, then Llhrollnn of Congress, In 
apeaklng' of the I(pnernl terms in the proposed hill. saW "the courts have followed Con/:rpss 
~n construlnl!' it [~uthorl to Includp the oril(lnntor In the broadest sense. just as they have 
held In writings. as used In the Constitution, to lnclude not tnprely lltprnry hut artistic 
proiluctlons." Arguments before the Committees on Patents of the Rennte and House of 
ftn'906'{atlves. Conjointly, on the bills S. 6330 and H.R. 19853, 59th Cong., 18t Sess. 

•• Id. at 2. 
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use, in subsection (g), of "works of art" rather than "works of fine 
art" as used in the 1870 law. As indicated by its language and the 
proviso at the end, section 5 was intended only as a guide in the classi
fication of subjects of copyright. Its practical effect, however, has 
been the same as the specific enumerations of prior statutes." The 
Copyright Office refuses to register phonograph records under section 
5, and It seems that anything outside the classifications of this section 
has little chance for registration." This refusal is an administrative 
limitation of the meaning of "writings" to those subjects in section 5, 
intimating that Congress did not intend to expend its entire con
stitutional grant by section 4.69 Professor Chafee advances several 
arguments to support this view: (1) that the protection seems to 
extend only to subjects within the machinery of the act 10-thus, rec
ords, not easily administered under the present act, are not covered; 
(2) that the word "writings" is to be given a narrower definition in 
the statute than its constitutional definition." It can be argued also 
that the proviso at the end of section 5 is modified by the rule of 
ejusdem generis, and an object like records does not fit, since all of the 
subjects enumerated convey intellectual conceptions visually. 

Although, as mentioned above, the extent of "writings" was con
sidered, in neither the preliminary 12 nor the final report 1;< accompany
ing this law was there any discussion of the constitutionality of par
ticular objects finally covered. As in all the previous laws, this 
lack of discussion shows by implication that Congress felt the enu
merated objects fell within the acknowledged broad definition of 
"writings." 

The process of thought in granting protection to new objects is seen 
in the arguments for protecting composers against the unauthorized 
mechanical reproduction of music. In the minority view of the pre
liminary report (later adopted in the final report), it is stated : 

If it is proper to extend copyright protection to these mechanical forms of re
producing music, an express provision should be inserted in the law. That was 
the course adopted when the improvement of photography made a change in the 
law necessary. Photographs and the negatives ihereo] were expressly added to 
the list ot subjects ot copyright." [Emphasis added.] 

Clearly, the thought was not whether the particular object could be 
constitutionally protected but whether it needed protection because of 
the progress of its commercial development. In the President's mes
sage to Congress in 1905, when speaking of the need to revise the copy
right laws, part of his description was "they omit provision for many 
articles which, uruler modern reproduotioe processes, are entitled to 
protection." 15 

.7See note 63 supra. 

.. See Chafee. Reflections on the Law of Copyright. 45 Colum. L. Rev. 503, 734 (1945) . 
eeBowker argues that the effect of the phruse In § 4 Is to construe writir.gs as falling

within tile § 5 classifications. Bowker, Convrtcht, Its History end Its Law !l4 (lfJ12). He 
thought this goa"e the constitutional provision Its .hroadest effect. rd. at 66-67.7. See Chafee, supra note 68, at 7:14-a5. 

71 Id. at 735. Judge Learned Hand accepts Professor Chafee's reasoning In sptte of 
the ln nvungr- of § 4. Canitat ReNml.<. Inc. v. Mercury tcecoras Corp., 221 F. 2d 657. 
665 (2d Cir. 1955) (di8senting on other ground8). . 

72 n.n. Rep. No. 708a. 59th Cong.• 2,1 S,'s s. (1O"71. 
73 R.R. Rep. No. 2222, 60th Cong., 2d Sess, (1909). 
14 H.R. Rep, No. 708:i, 5!1th Cong.. 2<1 Ress.. pt. 2. at 4 (907).
"I,!. at ao (Emphasis nrldorl ) . It should he pointed out that the reports rarely. If at all, 

dlstlnl:ulsh hetween the objects protected and the scone of the protection. The same 
eonstdera tfons are used for hoth-need for protection and tbe promotion of science and tho 
useful arts. 
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The committee's language, in the final report on the act, lends some 
credence to the proposition that the phrase "To promote the Progress 
of Science and useful Arts" colors the entire clause: 

It will be seen, therefore, that the spirit of any act which Congress is au
thorized to pass must be one which will promote the progress of science and the 
useful arts, and unless it is designed to accomplish this result and is believed, 
in fact, to accomplish this result, it would be beyond the power of Oongress.t" 

Act of 1912.77-The addition of motion pictures by this amendment 
to section 5 of the 190D act was the last congressional extension of copy
right. Motion pictures already were protected under the photograph 
classification." The fact that Congress felt it necessary to amend 
section 5 by specifically adding motion pictures is more evidence of the 
inefficacy of section 4 in extending copyright to objects not listed in 
section 5. Although the addition may have been made merely to make 
classification easier for the Copyright Office, it seems to negate any 
intent Congress may have to expand protection through section 4 to 
the limit of the copyright clause. 

In the report on this bill," once again, there was no discussion as to 
constitutionality. Protection was recommended because the motion 
picture industry "has become a business of vast proportions. The 
money invested therein is so great and the property rights so valuable 
that ... the ... law ought ... to give them distinct and definite 
recognition and protection." so In other words, a new process, pro
duced by intellectual effort and having commercial value, had emerged. 
It needed and received protection. 

Act of 194-7.S1-This act codified title 17 of the United States Code 
into positive law. Neither the Senate S2 nor House S3 reports are perti
nent to our purpose. 
Proposed Bills 

Many bills which have been introduced in Congress would expand 
copyright protection and bring it into closer harmony with modern 
advances in communicative media. Although these bills have all 
failed of passage, this can be attributed more to fear of incurring the 
displeasure of various interest groups, or fear of the impracticability 
or undesirability of a particular extension of the law, than to fear of 
constitutional barriers. A sampling of some of these bills demon
strates the wide range that copyright protection might encompass, if 
the constitutional inhibitions were narrowly construed. 

HR. 6990.s4-1n 1930 a bill was introduced in Congress S5 which 
provided, in section 1, that-
copyright is secured and granted ... to authors ... in all their writ 
ing ... in any medium or form or by any method through which the thought 
of the author may be expressed. 

"n.R. Rep. No. 2222, 60th Cong., 2d sess. 6-7 (1909). 
7'TAct of Aug. 24, 1912, c. 356, 37 Stat. 488. It specifically added: "(I) Motion-picture

photoplays; (m) Motion pictures other than photoplays."
7. Ame"ican Mut08cope & Bio!lraph Co. v. Edison MIg. 00., 137 Fed. 262 (C.C.D.N.J.

1905) ; Edison v. Lubin, 122 Fed. 240 (3d Clr. 1903).
"H.R. Rep. No. 756, 62d Cong., 2d Sess. (1912) • 
.. Irl, at 1. 
., Act of July 30, 1947, c. 391, 61 Stat. 652. A 19112 law, Act of July 17, 1952, c. 923, 

66 Stat. 752, preserved to authors the right of public performance In hooks and non
drama tic literary work. There were no reports, pertinent to our quest, accompanying
this bill . 

• 2 S. Rep. No. 663, 80th Cong., 1st Sess (1947)0'.
 
" H.R. Rep. No. 254. 80th Cong., 1st Sess. (1947) •
 
.. 718t Con g., 1st Bess. (1929) • 
.. Introduced by Vestal and referred to Committee on Patents, 72 Congo Bee, 338 

(1929). 
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Section 37 of this bill enumerates many subjects of copyright and 
then provides a separate classification, section 37(r), for "works not 
specifically hereinafter enumerated." Doubtless, this section was in
tended to remove the block to copyri~htability imposed by failure of 
a possible subject of copyright to fit mto the specifically listed classi
fications." Section 37 also provides for express recognition of the sub
jects listed, but "the following specifications shall not be held to limit 
the subject matter of copyright." Section 1, by its grant of copyright 
to authors-
in all their writings ... in any medium or form ... through which the 
thought of the author may be expressed, 

appears to attack the constitutional problem by declaring that "writ
ings" can be in any medium or form; thus, there is a congressional 
broadening of the concept by a wider general definition, implicit in 
the wording of this phrase. The wide sweep of this language indi
cates the draftsman's desire to expend the constitutional grant in this 
bill; thus, the language of section 1 leaves the extent of the grant to 
judicial decision. Possibly it is also a hint to the courts of a definition 
of the constitutional phrase that is both feasible and very broad. 
Certainly? the phrase mdicates that the bill did not fetter the word 
"writings' with a requirement that it must be embodied in a par
ticular form. Rather, it suggests that the important requirement for 
a writing is intellectual conception, which if present, makes form im
material. Although the language of the bill would still seem to re
quire embodiment in some concrete form, the words "or by any 
method" would appear to abolish the necessity for concrete form al
together. For example, oral delivery would be a "method" of ex
pressin~ the thought of the author." A possible constitutional defini
tion of 'writings" is thus suggested: any intellectual conception of an 
author expressed in a way that communicates it to others. 

From the approach followed by Congress in proposed bills it is 
tenuous and narrow to insist that the framers of the Constitution were 
concerned with the form the copyrighted object took. But even if the 
form is immaterial, it does not follow that the copyrighted conception 
need not be in some physical form; 88 reasons of policy and con
venience might demand concreteness of form without circumscribing 
the manner in which this form is cast. 

After listing (in section 37) classes (a)-(m), which are almost the 
same 89 as the similarly lettered classes in the present Act,90 H.R. 6990 
also expanded the specifically enumerated subjects of copyright to 
include scenarios for movies," works of architecture and models or 
designs for architectural works," choreographic works and panto
mimes, the scenic arrangement or acting form of which is fixed in 

.. See Chafee, supra note 68 . 
•, Bowker suggests that "In the wider sense ..• a writing Is the record or expression of 

thought or Idea." Bowker, Copyright, Its History and Its Law 66 (1912). In other 
countries protection has been extended to oral deliveries. Id. at 67. See also Donoghue 
v. Allied Newspapers, Ltd., [1938] 1 Ch, 106, to the effect that writing Is not limited to 
the physteal act of putting something on paper. 

.. See 2 Ladas, The International Protection of Literary and Artistic Property § 329 
(1938) ; Well, American Copyright Law 30 (1917); Chafee, supra note 68, at 504. 

"Classes (a), (d), (g), and (k) have minor changes of wording. -Section (h) pro
vides for "reproductions of a work of art, Including engravings, lithographs, photo
engravings, photogravures, casts, plastic works, or copies by any other methods of 
reproduction," The last phrase shows an Intent to cover future advances, and to give
protection as broad as the Constitution will permit.

80 17 U.S.C, 15 (1952).
 
81137(n).
 
• 87 (0). 
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writing or otherwise," phonograph records, perforated rolls, and 
other contrivances by means of which sounds may be mechanically 
reproduced," and the above-mentioned general classification section." 

HR. 12549.96-1n 1931 Congress. considered 97 H.R. 12549. Sec
tion 1 of this bill is substantially the same as section 1 of H.R. 6990. 
However, the classification section 9S differs from section 37 of H.R. 
69!JO in that the catchall subsection in the first bill is absent from this 
bill, as is the section protecting records. The declaration that "the 
following specifications shall not be held to limit the subject matter 
of copyright" 99 is present in HiR 12549, but the omission of records 
from this bill made this phrase ambiguous. If it covered unforesee
able subjects, or subjects now in existence that Congress had over
looked, the failure to protect records could be explained only as inad
vertence or as an indication that Congress did not think records were 
constitutionally protectable, 

The omission of records might reflect the Patents Committee's atti
tude that neither records nor performers' renditions are writings.>" 
The protection of records is basically aimed at protecting either the 
performer's rendition or arrangement, or the record company's in
terpretation, or both, and not the music itself. The Committee might 
have thought this was not a literary creation within the scope of 
copyright as it did not reflect authorship and denied record protection 
on that ground.'?' This view would allow for broader protection and 
greater possibility of protection outside the enumerated categories. 

However, the view that the omission of records was not indicative 
of congressional opinion that records were not constitutionally copy
rightable.r" either because of lack of literary creation or because they 
are not writings, is the more probable one since Congress has rarely 
troubled itself with the constitutional problems involved in extending 
copyright protection. If this view is followed, however, it would 

"'37(P) . .. 37(q) • 
.. 37(1') . 
.. 71s1 Cong., 3d sess. (1931).
"Introduced by Vestal and referred to CommIttee on Patents, 72 Congo Rec. 9404 

(1930). Reported wIth amendment, Id. at 9771. lIIlnorlty vIews presented, Id. at 9998. 
:RecommItted to CommIttee on Patents, Id. at 101:\95. Reported with amendment, Id. at 
10ll80, 10690. Recommitted to Committee on Patents, ld. at 11549. Reported with 
amendment, Id. at 11642. lIIade spectat order, Id. at 11994. Debated, Id. at 119911
12018, 12474. Debated, 74 Congo Rec. 2006, 2037, 2080 (1931). Passed House and title 
amended. ld. at 20R1. Referred to Sennte Committee on Patents, ld. at 2721. Reported
wIth amendment, Id. at 5720. Debnled, lit. at 6102, 6234, 6244, 6449, 6458, 6463, 6470, 
6474.64~O,6486,6640,6654,6712,6717,6722. 

os ~ 35. . 
.. IbId. 
'00 A good argument can be made that records are writlng8 In the literal sense ot the 

word. The earltest wrIting Is the AssyrIan wedge-shaped Inscription made by pressing
tbe end of a squared stick Into a 80tt clay cylinder. The phonograph point Inscribes 
Its record In the same manner upon the disk, tor the mechnnlsm only revolves the 
roll, nnd the point Is nctua ted by the sound vtbrn ttons. The word phonograph literally 
means SOIIDd wrIting, lhe Greek "graph" meaning the same as the Saxon "wrIte." Bowker, 
op. cit. 8upra note 87. at 215.

,0' ThIs Wf.S the view presentert to the Section on Pntents. TrRde·1Ifarks and Copy
rIghts of th'l AmerIcan Bar A880clatlon. ABA, Patent, Trade-Mark" Copyright Lnw 
Set·tlon. Committee H""ortij to be Presented lit Annual Meeting 77-78 (193S). But see 
ABA, Patent. Trade-Mark & Copyright Law Sectlon, Committee Heports to be Presented 
at Annual Meeting 16 (1939). See also statement of LOll18 Frohlich. spokesman for 
ASCAP. In HearlngR Authorldng a Composer's RO~'l\lty In Revenues from Coin-operated
MachlneR and to ERtnbllsb a Right ot Copyright In Artlstlc Interpretations Before the 
SubcommIttee on Putents, Trnde-Mnrk8, and Copyrlght8 of the House Committee on 
the .1ndlclnry, 80tb ConA'., 1st Sess. 26 (1947) ; statement of Louis C. Smith, representing
the Cnpyrlgbt 01llce, Id. at 264. . 

'00 'I'hat they are eonstltuttonallr copyrIghtable, see DIamond and Adler, Proposed
Copyright R"v1slon and Phonogral.b Record8. 11 Air L. Rev. 29, 46 (1940). Ct. Note8, 
1:\ Stan. L. Rev. 433, 4118 (19113), 49 YoIe L.J. 111:\9, 1166 (1940). That they are Dot, see 
Statement ot Louis Frohlich, HearIngs, supra note 101, at 24. 
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seem to mean that despite the broad catchalfclause and the similarly 
broad language of section 1, H.U. 12549 returns to the accepted inter
pretation of tne ~resent act, so that if a subject does not lit into an 
enumerated classification, it is unlikely to be protected. Although 
this interpretation creates an ambiguity, III mundane terms it is log
ical. The interests opposed to copyrighting records pressured the 
Patents Committee into withdrawing protection for them, and the 
Committee did so, without paying heed to the resultant paradox
the prospect that the unamended broad language might either force 
an undesired protection of records or force the putative subjects of • 
copyright protection into adherence to the enumerated classifications. 

H.R.s11948, 10976, 10364, and 10740. lOa- The 12d Congress in 1932, 
held hearings on four proposals,'?' all general revision bills, attempt
ing, among other things, to expand the subjects of copyright. 

lI.R. 11948 provided, in section 1, that "authors are secured copy
right in all their writings." Section 3, entitled "copyrightable 
works," lists the writings of an author, with subsections (a) to (l) 
giving specific classifications. Subsection (m) is an attempt to pro
vide a general classification, and reads as follows: "[the writings of 
an author include] miscellaneous writings including works mentioned 
in section 4 not enumerated above. The foregoin~ specifications shall 
not be held to limit the subject matter of copyright as defined in sec
tion 1 of this Act." Section 4 is entitled "other works" and provides 
that-
translations, and compilations, abridgements, adaptations, and arrangements, in
cluding sound disk records, sound film records, electrical transcriptions records, 
and perforated rolls, and arrangements and compilations for radio broadcasting 
and television or other versions of works, shall be regarded as new works and, 
to the extent that they are original copyright shall subsist therein.... 

Section 3(m), read in conjunction with section 4, seems to add the 
enumerated modes of communication in section 4 to the subject of 
copyright, and is primarily aimed at performers' rights and other 
rights in the performance of the record. Section 3 (m) is also a 
catch-all category which might seem to imply that Congress was in
tending to expend all its constitutional power, deferring the decision 
on whether any unenumerated works are writings to the courts. The 
phrase "miscellaneous writings including works mentioned in section 
4" implies that works other than section 4 works are also protectable. 
Section 5 (c), which specifically denies copyright to "designs or pat
terns," reinforces this conclusion since the necessity of spelling out 
exceptions demonstrates that Congress thought protection was being 
extended beyond the enumerated works. Again, however, caution is 
advisable in following the maxim eepresio unius, for the bill might 
contain this exception merely to soothe an agitated interest group, and 
this express exception might not necessarily mean that the draftsmen 
intended to include all else. 

R.R. 10976 is, insofar as pertinent, the same as R.R. 11948.lO~ R.R. 
10364 modifies the word "writings" by providing in section 1 that 

108 72d Cong.• 2d Sess. (1932).
1" H.R. 11948: Introduced hy Slrovlch and referred to Committee on Patents. 71'1 Congo

Rec. 9803 (1932). H.R. 10976: Introduced by Slrovlch and referred to Committee on 
Patents. 75 Cong, Rec. 7159 (1032). Reported back. Id. at 71'119. H.R. 10364: Intro
duced by Sirovich and referred to Committee on Patents. 75 Congo Rec. 5722 (1932).
H.R. 10740: Introduced by Slrovlch and referred to Committee on Patents. 71'1 Congo
Rec.6692 (1932). 

100 Section 5(c) here Is also Identical with 15(c) of H.R. 11948. 
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"authors who create literary, artistic or scientific writings are granted 
copyright therein." This modification might imply that the congres
sional framers considered the word "writings" to include subjects other 
than those of literature, art, or science, such as parts of machinery and 
other objects they did not desire to copyright. An intent to protect 
all writin~s within the fields of literature, art, or science may be 
inferred since section 3 provides that-
the literary, artistic, and scientific writings of an author include ... (0) com
posite works mentioned in section 4 and not enumerated above; and (p) mis
cellaneous works embodying literary, artistic or scientific creations of authors. 

Section 4 is the same substantially as section 4 in H.R. 11948. Thus, 
H.R. 10364 seems to go slightly further in expressing desire to copy
right works not specifically listed than does H.R.s 10976 or 11948, 
since section 3(p) IS a new and separate general classification, in addi
tion to the classification in section 3(0). However, section 3(m) in 
H.R.s 11948 and 10976 indicates that section 4 works are not the only 
works registrable in that category, since it says "miscellaneous writings 
including works mentioned in section 4," whereas the equivalent sec
tion 3(0) in H.R. 10364indicates that the section 4 works are the sole 
works registrable under section 3(0) . Hence, in the latter bill, a 
separate category is needed for works not listed in either section 3 or 
section 4. That is, section 3(m) in H.R.s 11948 and 10976 includes 
the same subjects as are included in sections 3(0) and 3(p} of H.R. 
10364. Thus, the desire to expend the entire constitutional grant is 
not expressed much more strongly in H.R. 10364. However, congres
sional awareness of the uncertainty regarding the extent of coverage 
under sections 4 and 5 of the present act 106 is reflected in the strength 
of the language in all three bills.':" 

H.R. 10740 is similar to H.R. 10364,except that miscellaneous works 
embodying literary, artistic, or scientific creations are combined in 
one classification with section 4 works. 

S. 3047.1os-This bill would have amended section 4 of the 1909 
act 109 to read: 
that the works for which copyright may be secured under this Act shall include 
all the writings of an author, whatever the mode or form of their expression. 

This language, although similar to that of H.R. 6990,110 is not as 
sweel?ing. Also, the amendments to section 5 of the 1909 act,111 which 
add choreographic works and pantomimes, the scenic arranjf.ement of
acting form of which is fixed in writing or otherwise," 112 works of 
architecture, or models or designs for architectural works," 113 and 
"works prepared expressly for radio broadcasting, or for recording by 
means of electrical or mechanical transcription, including programs 

'" See text of f f 41_5 in notes 61,062 supra. In I 5 see partIcularly the final clause. 
10'1 Section 5(c) In noR. 10864 Is also Identical with 15(c) In H.R.s 10976 and 11948. 

ThIs is addItional evIdence that the CommIttee thought It was copyrIghting everythIng
that could be copyrIghted, sInce It felt it necessary to specIfically exempt what it dId 
not wIsh to cover. 

101 74th Congo, 1st Sess. (1985). Introduced by McDulfy and referred to Committee on 
Patents, 79 Congo Rec. 9257 (1985). Reported back, Id. at 94104. Debated, Ido at 10059, 
12054, 12181, 12249, 12257, '12475, 12559, 12611. Amended and passed In Senate, id. 
at 12615. Referred to House CommIttee on Patents, Id, at 12904. Debated, 80 Congo
Rec. 1942 (1986). 

100 See note 61 supra. 
uo See quote In text followIng note 86 supra. 
1U See note 62 supra. 
us 14 (m ) . 
111 4(n). 
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and continuities insofar as they embody original work of author
ship," 114 indicate a lack of intent to copyright everything copyright. 
able under the Constitution. Although the phrase at the end of sec
tion 5 in the 1909act 115 is presumably left intact and section 4 contains 
sweeping language, the difficulty in determining whether the statute 
would copyright anything not enumerated within it, which was 
experienced under the 1909act l is present here. 

H.R.I1J,20P6-In 1936,during the 2d session of the 74th Congress, 
H.R. 11420 was introduced into oommittee.s" Section 4 of this bill is 
the same as in S. 3047above, and section 5 is also substantialll similar, 
except for subsection (0), which provides for registration 0 "miscel
laneous writings, including works mentioned in section 6 not enumer
ated above." Section 6 reads, "copyri~ht shall subsist in compilations, 
abridgments, translations, dramatizations, adaptations, picturizations, 
novelIzations; and arrangements." Section 7 specifically denies copy
right to "designs, or textiles, or patterns for wearing apparel, or pic
torial representations of such designs or patterns" 11S or to-
renditions, interpretations, mechanical and electrical recordings and transcrip
tions, in respect of any work the author of which shall not have consented in 
writing to the securing of copyright in such ... recordings....110 

The latter clause by implication protects these interpretations of rec
ords when the author has consented. Since there is no specific classifi
cation section for records, this protection indicates that the specific 
classifications of section 5 are not exclusive and reinforces the view 
that section 5(0) meant to spend the entire constitutional grant. Al
though section 5(n) classifies for registration "works prepared ex
pressly for radio broadcasting or for recording by means of electrical 
or mechanical transcription," these are not the same subjects as in 
section 7 (d) . The section 5(n) grant is unconditional whereas the 
section 7 grant forbids copyright without consent of the author. The 
only way to resolve this ambiguity is to interpret "works prepared 

for recording" as not including "interpretations ... in such re
cordings." A further indication that these subjects are not the same 
is the fact that in H.R. 10632, mentioned below, both are included in 
section 5 120 and are thus established as separate categories. 

H.R.I063£?12l-This bill, introduced 122 at the same session as H.R. 
11420,would have amended section 4 of the present act by providinp:
That the works for which copyright may be secured . . . shall include all the 
writings of an author, whatever the mode or form of their expression, and all 
renditions and interpretations of a performer and/or interpreter of any musical. 
literary, dramatic work, or other compositions, whatever the mode or form of 

• such renditions, performances, or interpretations. 

This broad language suggests the correctness of Professor Chafee's 
theory that the word "writmgs" in the statute is more narrowly defined 
than It is in the Oonstitutiori.v" Here, section 4 gives copyright to "all 
the writings of an author . . . and all renditions and interpretations 

u< § 4(0). 
l1lI See note 62 supra. 
ue 74th Cong., 2d Sess. (1936). 

(1:;I)~troduced by Slrovlch and referred to Committee on Patents. 80 Congo Rec.272li 
11017 

( C) .UI 7(d). 
uo lli(o), (n). 
m 4th Cong., 2d Sess. (1986). 
>II Introduced by Daly and referred to CommIttee on Patents. 80 Cons. ReI!. 1086 (1986). 
>II See Chatee, lIupra note 68. at 1104. 
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of a performer...." Since this grant shows that renditions are some
thing more than writings, and since Congress cannot constitutionally 
protect anything but a writing, it seems that the draftsmen were fol
lowing Professor Chafee's idea and saying that constitutional concept 
of authors and writings includes at least those renditions and perform
ers covered by the statute. But the poor draftsmanship of many of 
the copyright bills forbids implying too much from this language 
which mav have been inadvertent, 

Section' 5 of the 1909 act 124 is amended to include, among other 
thinzs, "works prepared expressly for radio broadcastinz, or for 
recording by means of electricar or mechanical transcription." 1211 

Subsection (n) 126 provides for registration of-
the tnterpretattons. rendltlons, readlnes, and performances of any work when 
meehnnleally reproduced by phonograph record, disks, sound-track tapes, or any 
and nil other substances and means, containing thereon or conveying a reprodue
tion of such interpretations, renditions, readingS, and performances. 

It is puzzling: to determine the borderline between section 5 (0) and 
5(n), a distinction not so obviously drawn as in R.R. 11420.12T 

HR. 12/O.12s- This bi1l 129 provided for amending section 5 (m)1so of 
the present act by substituting "recordings which embody and preserve 
any acoustic work in a fixed permanent form . . . on any . . . (sub
stance) . . . bv means of which it may be acoustically communicated 
or reproduced." This seems to have been primarily aimed at protect
ing performers' rights by extending the concept of writings to include 
communications through the sense of hearing, if such communications 
are embodied in some concrete object. 1S1 

Oonclu8io118.-The most apparent fact which can be drawn is that 
the constitutional definition of "writings" has not been the controlling 
factor in Congress' decisions on the extension of copyright protec
tion."" Since 1'790 Congress has shown It readiness to protect property 

12' Spe note 62 supra. 
,.. ~ 5(0). 
". This is probably a misprint for subsoctton (p), since It succeeds subsection (0). It is 

printed this way In Hpsrlngs, supra note 101, at 8-10. For statements urglng passage of a 
similar bill, see ibid. For statements urging defeat, see statements of Gene BUCk, Id, at 18,
anrl Lonls Frohlich, hI. n1 24. 

'27 ReI' text at notes 119-20 supra. 
128 80th Cong., 1st Spss. (1947).
'20 Introduced by Scott and referred to Committee on the Judiciary, 93 Congo Rec. 552 

(1947).
13. Ree note 77 supra.
'" The subeommlt tee of the Amertean Rar Association SectIon of Pntents, Trnde-Marks 

and Convrtglrt Law dlsnpprore.1 thIs section of the hili. ABA, Pntent, Tradp·Mnrk '" 
Copyright Law SC'ctlon, Committee R"ports 10 be Presented nt AnnunlllIeptlng 1053 (1948).
Arguments by witnesses on the unconstltutionnllty of proposed copyrIght bills has not 
prevented Congress from l)ns8InA' dubtous sections In the past. Opponents of f 1, which 
gave rights of mechanical renroductton to cOPlrlfht owners, and thus overrode White-Smith 
MU8ic PublisMng Co. v, Apollo Co., 209 U.... (908), contended thIs sectton was un
constitutional. The vl"w wns that the Constitution states that authors shall be protected
in their writinj:(s, nnd thus thpy could not he prnteeted aealnst means other tban writings.
Stntement of Horace Pettit, in Henrlnj:(s Before the Committees on Patents of the Senate 
and HOUH" of ReprPRPntntlvps, on Pendlnz BIlIH to Amend and Consolidate The Acts Re
spectln/: Copyrlj(ht 2711 (1908), The rejection of this argument and the mnny sub silentio 
decisions uphnldlng the constltutlonnllty of this part of the 1909 net Inrllcnte ettber that 
the authors' rij:(hts to prohIbit use by anyone Is not restrlctpil to use through wrttlngs, 
contru ry to Mr. J'pUlt's I'ontentlon, or thnt all of the f 1 rights, whIch deal with the 
exclusive rigbts of copyrlo:bt owners, are "writings." If that latter view Is followed, 
the definition of "wrtttnjrs" would he expanded so for that it would even include oral works 
under ~ 1 (c). The ti,'st "Iew Is probnhlv the correct one. 

It was also contended that the provision In f 1 (e), I\'rantlng a compulsory license to 
all record manufacture-rs as SOOlJ as one recorded the song; was unconstitutIonal as vlola
tive of the coustltutlonal phrase "exelustve rll!'lIt," Ree, 1'.1\'., Statement of Nathan 
Burkan, Cou nsel, Music Puhltshers Ass'n, id. at· 2113.( 234: Statement of Robert Under
wood Johnson, Spcrptn!'l' COPl'1 rh:ht I,eagup, Id. at '161. Nerl"rthpless, the section was 
passed. See FenningJJhe Or gin of the Patent and Copyright Clause of the Constitu
tion, 17 C:"o. L.J. 109 (1929): Note, 22 ChI. L. Rev.1l20 (1955). 

lIS Nowhere in the reports or hearings can an instance be found when it has controlled 
the deeislon. 
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having commercial value, although the bills have often been ambiguous 
and poorly drawn.v" 

CASE LAW 

Largely unnoticed and unquestioned, the courts have interpreted the 
copyright provision of the Constitution 134 far beyond its literal word
ing. Very few courts have decided the question of copyrightability 
on the basis of whether particular objects were literally "writings" 
produced by "authors" or whether the framers intended the objects 
III question to be protected. As a matter of fact, very few courts even 
deal with the Constitution in their decisions delineating the proper 
subject matter of copyright. 

Even when the courts discuss the words in the Constitution, the 
analysis rarely includes any discussion of the literal or plain meaning 
of "writings" and "authors" or what the framers of the Constitution 
meant and why they used such explicit and limiting words. These 
words and their applicability to copyright subject matter are discussed 
on an entirely different level of meaning. 

These courts feel that section 8 (exclusive of "inventors" and "dis
coveries") gives Congress the basic power to regulate copyrights; the 
clause "to promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts" embodies 
the various objectives and purposes of copyrights; the phrase "by 
securing for limited Times ... the exclusive Right" sets forth the 
method by which these objectives are to be accomplished; and 
"writings" and "authors" require that subjects must conform to cer
tain principles, such as originality, creativity, and intellectual thought, 
before they are entitled to protection. In no instance is the particular 
form in which the object may exist the controlling consideration. 

In only two cases has the constitutionality of copyright legislation 
been passed upon by the United States Supreme Court. In the Trade-r 
Mark Oases 135 the power of Congress to include objects used as trade
marks, such as engravings, etchings, and prints, was questioned. Their 
copyrightability was rejected, not on the ground that they were not 
literary productions, but rather because they lacked originality and 
creativity. In the second case, Burrow-Giles Lithographic 00. v, 
Sm'ony,136 the question of whether photographs were writings, i.e., 
literary productions, was thoroughly discussed. The Court rejected 
a literal interpretation of writings and held the photographs were 
copyrightable. 

Most courts have followed Burrow-Giles and assumed that the 
framers of the Constitution "by writings ... meant the literary 

..	 productions of ... authors." 137 Likewise, in a frequently cited 
decision of the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals denying copyright 
protection to ticker tape reports of current events, the court said that 
unquestionably the framers of the Constitution had authorship of 
literary productions in mind in vesting Congress with power under. 
article I, section 8, and if "the intention of the framers . . . [were] 
to give boundary to the constitutional grant, many writings, to which 
copyright has since been extended, would have been excluded." 138 

133 It Is not to be presumr-d that this Is the only area In copyrfzh t Jaw "'hpre congres
sional confusIon Is evIdent.
 

134 U.S. Conat., art. Y, § 8. cl. 8.
 
'" 100 U.S. 82 (1879).

188 111 n.s. 53 (1884).
 
1117 Yd. at 58.
 
,.. National Tel. NewH 00. v, WeHtern Unto.. T'et. 00., 119 Fed. 294, 297 (7th Ctr, 1902).
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Despite this restricted interpretation of the original meaning in
tended by the framers, the courts do not seem to consider the literal 
definition of "writings" binding in deciding the issue of copyright
ability. Occasionally, a court will refuse to extend protection to a 
particular object on the gronnd that it does not wish to expand the 
concept of "writings," but there seems to be no doubt these courts 
thought Congress could so expand it. l3D 

Whether they are granting or withholding copyright protection, the 
courts agree that the words "writing" and "authors" should be liber
ally construed.':" Various phrases have been used to express this 
idea: "the words have received a broad interpretation by the 
courts"; 141 "both these words are susceptible of a more enlarged defini
tion"; 142 "here as elsewhere, the constitution under judicial construc
tion, has expanded to new conditions as they arose"; 143 and "the 
history of the copyright law does not justify so narrow a construction 
of the word 'writings'." 144 It is clear that even though they express 
the belief that the Constitution was intended only to give power to 
Congress to protect literary productions, they consider neither them
selves nor Congress limited to protecting this form of subject matter. 
Apparently Mazer v. Stein states the currently accepted view that, at 
least since the decision of Burrow-Giles in 1884, the question is settled 
and it has been "made clear that 'writings' was not limited to chirog
raphy and typography." 145 

Definitions of "Writings" and "Authors" by the Courts 
Writings.-The courts do not define writings as the from a particu

lar subject matter but rather they determine if the subject matter 
meets certain standards or principles to which all objects, whatever 
their form, must conform if they are to be entitled to copyright 
protection. Writings, thus, are defined not in terms of concrete. 
tangible forms, but in terms of principles and standards. 

In the first definitive statement of the meaning of writings, the 
Supreme Court in the Trade-Mark Oases held that Congress had no 
power to protect trade-marks under article I, section 8, not because 
trade-marks were not in the form of "writings" as it might have 
declared by literally interpreting the word, but because writings of 
authors require originality. The Court went on to say that-
while the word writings may be liberally construed, as it has been, to include 
original designs for engravings, prints, etc., it is only such as are original, and 
ure founded in the creative powers of the mind. The writings which are to be 
protected are the fruits of intellectuaZ labor, embodied in the form of books, 
prints, engravings, and the like."" 

". See Music Publishing 00. v. Apollo 00.,209 U.S. 1 (1908) (player plano rolls) . Atlas 
Mlo. 00. v, Street cf: Smith, 204 Fed. 3~8 (8th Cir.) , appeal dismissed, 231 U.S. 348, cert. 
denied, 231 U.S. 755 (1913). cert. denied, 232 U.S. 724 (1914) (title of literary work) ; 
Oapitol RecordsJ.lnc. v. Mercury ReCOrds Oorp., 221 F. 2d 657 (2d Clr. 1955) ; J. L. Matt 
Iron Works v. vlow, 82 Fed. 316 (7th Cir. 1897) (catalogue of pictures) ; Jack AdeZman 
Inc. v. Sonners & Gordon, Inc., 112 F. Supp, 187 (S.D.N.Y. 1!J34) (dress). 

". 'I'rade-Marl, Oases, 100 U.S. 82 (1879) ; Courier Lithographing 00. v. Donaldson Litho
graphing 00., 104 Fed. 993 (6th Clr. 1900), rev'd sub now. Bleistein v. Donaldson Litho
graphing 00 ..• 188 U.S. 239 (1903) (the Supreme Court reversed the circuit court on the 
~round that it had interpreted this section of the Constitution too narrowly) ; J. L. Matt 
Iron Works v. Claw, supra note 139; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing Oorp v. BiJou 
Theatre 00., 3 1<'. Supp. 66 (D. Mass. 1933) ; Hoague-Sprague cor». v, Frank O. Meller 00., 
31 F. 2d 583 (E.D.N.Y. 1929). 

141 Id, a t 584. . / 
'" Burrolo-Giles Lithograph 00. v . Saran", 111 U.S. 53, 57 (1884). 
143 National rei. News 00. v, Western Union rei. 00.,119 Fed. 294. 297 (7th Clr. 1902). 
144 Harper It Bros. v. Kalem 00., 169 Fed. 61,64 (2d Clr. 1909). a/!'d, 222 U.S. 55 (l!l11 i. 
143 347 U.S. at 210 n, 15. 
""Trade-Mark Oases, 100 U.S. 82. 94 (1879). 
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Since trade-marks were' the result of use' or accident and not of 
"fancy," "imagination," "genius," or "laborious thought," 147 they were 
not entitled to copyright protection. 

In similar words, the Supreme Court in 1884 held that Congress 
had the power to protect photographs, not because they were a form 
of literary production, but because writings included all forms "by 
which the ideas in the mind of the author are given visible expres
sion." 148 Since the author of the photographs proved the

.' facts of originality, of intellectual production, of thought, and conception ... 
[they were in the] class of inventions for which the Constitution intended that 
Congress should secure to him the exclusive right to use, publish and seil. ...14" 

On the basis of these two cases, other courts have similarly defined 
these words in terms of principles and standards, such as: "the ex
pression of an idea, or thought, or conception" 15~) of the one who takes 
the photograph; subjects which "conveyor are capable of conveying 
the thought of an author"; 151 "creative, intellectual or aesthetic labor 
in the production of a concrete, tangible form" 152 resulting in an 
artistic creation; results and "fruits of intellectual labor"; 153 and 
"labor of the brain in these useful departments of life." 154 

Courts have expressly held the following objects to be "writings": 
an interest and discount time teller consisting of a diagram in con
trasting colors with words, markings, and numerals; 155 pictorial 
illustrations of women's dresses; 156 code words for cable correspond
ence; 157 a motion picture photoplay film; 158 and a chart for analyzing 
handwriting.v" Even in these cases which declare a specific subject 
to be a writing instead of saying a writing is the idea or expression 
of the thought or conception of the author, the courts say these ob
jects are writings because they are original intellectual and creative 
conceptions. 

It IS interesting to note that in the cases involving the motion pic
ture photoplay film and the handwriting chart, the courts discussed 
section 4 of the Copyright Act 160 which grants copyright protection 
to "all the writings of an author." Section 5 classifies the works for 
copyright registration but states that these specifications "shall not 
be held to limit the subject matter of copyright as defined in section 
4." 161 Both courts held that if the objects in issue could not be prop
erly classified within the subjects mentioned in section 5, they were 
meant to be included as "writings" under section 4.162 Section 5 cer
tainly specifies all forms of literary production so, to these courts at 

141 Ibid.
 
1<8 Burrow-Giles Lithographic 00. v. Barony, 111 U.S. 53. 58 (1884).
 
mMd~ , 
"'. American Mutoscope & Biograph 00. v. Edison Mfg. 00.,137 Fed. 262, 265 (C.C.D.N.J. 

1905).
"" Brown Instrument Co. v. Warner, 161 F. 2d 910, 911 (D.C. Clr.), cert, denied, 332 

U.S. 801 (1947).
"" Hoague-Sprague Oorp. v, Frank O. Meyer 00., 31 F. 2d 583 (E.D.N.Y. 1929).
 
""J. L. Matt Iron Works v. Claw, 82 Fed. 316, 318 (7th Cir. 1897).
 
lO' Natiunal Tel. News 00. v. Western Union Tel. 00., 119 Fed. 294, 297 (7th Clr. 1902).
 
'"~ Ed'wards & Deutsch Lithographing Co. v , Boorman, 15 F. 2d 35 (7th Clr. 1926).
 
158 National Cloak & Suit 00. v, Kaufman, 189 Fed. 215 (C.C.M.D. Pa. 1911).
 
151 Rei88 v, National Quotation Bureau, Inc., 276 Fed. 717 (S.D.N.Y.1921).
 
155 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing Oorp. v, Biinu. Theatre 00., 3 F. Supp. 66 (D.
 

Mass. 1933),
". Deutscb v. Arnold., 98 r,'. 2d 686 (2d Clr. 1938). 
100 17 U.S.C. § 4 (19[;2). See wordIng III note 61 supra. 
'1117 U.S.C. § 5 (1952). See note 62 supra.
1" Deutsch v. Arnold, 98 F. 2d 686, 688 (2d Clr. 1938) ; Metro-Gold"'lIn. Maller l/i.trib"t· 

ing oor». v, Bijou Theatrff 00 .• 3 F. Supp. 66. 72 (D. Mass. 1933). 

46479-60--7 
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least, "writings" does not relate to the form ofthe object but to cer
tain principles and standards generally consistent with those set 
forth in the Trade-Mark Oases and Burrow-Giles. 

The fact that courts do not consider "writings~' a limitation on form 
does not mean that any form or subject is entitled to copyright protec
tion. "Writings" is defined as the expression or form by which the 
original ideas of the author are given expression, "Writings according 
to the courts are the results, fruits, or conceptions of original or creative 
intellectual thought or labor, with the primary emphasis on originality 
and intellection. 

Authors.-Probably the most frequently quoted definition of the 
nature of authorship is that of Lord Justice Cotten in Nottage v. J ack
son,163 in 1883, stating that authorship involved "originating, making, 
producing, as the inventive or master mind, the thing which is to be 
protected, whether it be a drawing, or a painting, or a photograph." 1~ 

Similarly, a circuit court has stated that if the product would not 
have found existence in the form presented but for the distinctive 
individuality of mind from which it sprang, and if in makeup there 
is evinced some peculiar mental endowment, there is authorship.i" 
Another case defined authors as "all who exercise creative, intellectual, 
or aesthetic labor in the production of a concrete, tangible form." 166 

Interestingly, one court stated that a "man who goes through the 
streets of a town and puts down the names of each of the inhabitants, 
with their occupations and their street numbers, acquires material of 
which he is the author" 167 and is entitled to copyright protection. 

From these definitions of "authors," it is apparent' that an author is 
not defined as a t~pe of writer, but is analyzed on the same conceptual 
level as "writing. ' 

Some courts rely heavily on a broad definition of authorship to 
support their conclusions as to the copyrightability of a particular 
object.?" It is an expanding rather than limiting word. 
Reasons Given by the Courts for their Broad Interpretation of 

"lVritings" and "Authors" 
Such a broad definition and subtle interpretation of the rather 

precise and explicit words in section 8 would seem to require a great 
deal of explanation and rationalization on the part of the courts. 
Such, however, is not the case. Most courts probably feel Burrow
Giles settled the issue and therefore do not discuss the reason for their 
interpretations. However, the Supreme Court in Burrow-Giles and 
a number of other courts have given reasons for their decisions. 

It should be made clear at the beginning of this discussion that the 
reasons given are usually mere dicta. However, these analyses, 
whether relevant or not to the particular holding in the case, are im
portant because these are the basic assumptions and foundations upon 

'''11 Q.B.D. 627 (1883). 
,.. Jd. lit fi:l5. 
'65 Nationul Tel. News Co. v, Western Union Tel. oo., 119 Fed. 294, 2!l8 (7th Cir. 1!l02).
,•• HOflyue-8pmgue GrJl'p. v. Frank C. Meyer Oo., 31 F. 2d 583, 584 (E.D.N.Y. 1929)

(author of shot-box wrupptnza) , 
,., Jeuielers Circular 1'IlhliRhing Co. v. Keyston8 Puhlishing Co" 281 Fed. S3, 88 (2d

Clr. ]1l~2l. 
''''' See, e.g., Rushton v. Vitalc, 218 l~. 2d 434 (2d Cl r. H155) ; Alfred Bel! d' Co. v, 

catetao Fine Art,'!l Ine., 191 F. 2,1 99 (~d Clr. 1951) ; Trifari, Kt'u8"tl/fln &: FiRhel. /rIC, 
v, Chore! ()o., 164 F. Supp, 551 (S.D.N.Y. 1955); Fallv v. Uon altleon, 57 re,], 1)2
(C.C.S.D.N.Y. 1893l. But see International News Servo v. The ARsociate,1 Press, 248 
U.S. 215, 234 (1918), where the concept of author was used to find the report of news 
not a "writing." 
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which the courts have built the entire body of copyright law. With
out these basic assumptions or rationalizations, whether expressly 
stated or not, the only conclusion one can reach is that for approxi
mately 150 years Congress and the courts have been operating outside 
and in violation of an express power delegated to Congress. 

1. Reliance on Oonoressional Interpretation.-Some courts will 
justify their decisions on the ground that Congress for over 100 years 
has included objects in copyright statutes which are clearly not writ
ings in the narrow literal sense of that word.?" This attitude was ex
pressed by the Supreme Court in the Burrow-Giles case when it stated: 
The constructlon placed upon the Constttutton by the first act of 1790, and the 
act of 1802, by the men who were contemporary with its formation, many of 
whom were members of the convention which framed it, is of itself entitled to 
very great weight, and when it Is remembered that the rights thus estnhllahed 
have not been disputed elnring a period of noarly a centnrv, it is almost con
clusive.... These statntes certn lnly answer the objection that books only, or 
writing in the limited sense of a book and its author, are within the constitutional 
provtsion.t" 

In a subsequent case affirmed by the Supreme Conrt, the Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit expressed a similar view. The "history 
of the Copyright law does not justify ... narrow construction of the 
word 'writings'." 171 The court went on to say in substance that since 
Congress has construed "writings" to cover various forms of expression 
including maps, charts, engravings, prints, paintings, and statuettes, 
and this action has been acquiesced in over fifty years, writings should 
not be strictly or narrowly interpreted by the courts.t? 

These cases are significant not only because they uphold the power 
of Congress to protect subject matter' beyond the common sense defini
tion of "writings," but also for their frank reliance on congressional 
enactments as legitimate interpretations of the constitutional extent 
of the term. While it is well settled that the judiciary considers con
gressional interpretation strongly persuasive, the courts cannot rely 
on it as conclusive. Their constitutional duty under the principle of 
judicial review wonld prevent allowing Congress to determine finally 
the extent of its delegated powers. Thus, some courts have found it 
necessary to explain their actions on grounds independent of congres
sional actions in the copyright field. 

13. Dominance of the Phrase "to Promote the Progress of Science 
and Useful Arts."-Under this approach the courts have interpreted 
section 8 so as to emphasize the basic power of Congress to promote 
the progress of science and the useful arts. Congress under this gen
eral power need not be closely restricted by the additional but secon
dary qualifications in section 8. It can be argued, therefore, that the 
courts should not interpret "writings" and "authors" literally and by 
so doing hinder progress. 

For example, motion pictures were held to be photographs under 
the 1865 statute because to say that motion pictures were unknown 

109 See, e.g., Her-per <f, Bros. v. Karem Oo., 169 Fed. 61, 04-65 (2d Clr. 1909), af!d, 
222 U.S. 55 (1911); Mef>'o·GoldwlIlI-llJayer DI,~t1'iblltl"g Cor», v. J1ijou Theatre Co.. 3 
F. SllPP. 66 (D. Mass. 193HI; National Clonl: cf. ."Iuit 00. v. Knufman.. 189 Fed. 215, 
217-18 (C.C.~I.D. Pa, 1911). See also Taylor Lnstrumen.t Companle8 v. Faicleu-Broet 
o«, 139 F. 2d 98. 99-100 (7th Clr.), cert. denied, 321 U.S. 785 (1943); J. L. Matt Iron 
Work. v. Clow, 82 Fed. 316, 317-318 (7th Cir.1897).

17·111 U.S. at 57. 
171 Harper <f, Bros, v. Kalem 00., 169 Fed. 61, 64 (2d Clr. 1909), af!'d, 222 U.S. /)/)

(1911 ). 
170 Id. at 64-6lt 
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when the act covering photographs was passed in 1865 seemed to beg 
the question. "Such construction is at variance with the object of the 
act, which was passed to further the constitutional grant of power 'to 
promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts'." 173 Likewise, an
other court held that the act of Congress including illustrations was 
passed in execution of the power which had as its object the promotion 
of science and the useful arts. Since a liberal construction of the 
clause would give effect to "its tenor and true intent," pictorial illustra
tions' used to advertise dress fashions were considered the "writings 
of an author" under the Constitution.t" Original recipes on a label 
were protected because they possessed some value as intellectual com
positions and also because they served some :purpose in promoting the 
progress of useful art, i.e., the progress of culinary arta!" 

In a leading case on the copyright protection of three-dimensional 
objects, Pellegrini v. Allegrini,176 the question of whether a statuette 
which constituted a candleholder was a "writing of an author" was 
not mentioned. Instead the court stated that the-
motive underlying design patents and copyrights of works of art is one which is 
readily appreciated. The beautiful and the development of a love of the beauti
ful and of the artistic sense and taste is as much necessary to a well-rounded 
life as are the useful things. A like comment applies to our national life. 
It is well, therefore, to encourage the production of works of art. This policy 
is in line with, and in one sense an extension of, the policy avowed in our Consti
tution "To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts." 117 

It is interesting to note that some courts will consider this phrase in 
section 8 as a limitation on subjects which may be copyrighted. How
ever, even considered as an additional limitation to the standards set 
forth in the Trade-Mark Oases 178 and Burrow-Giles,17O it is still ana
lyzed as the basic power giving Congress the right to expand rather 
than restrict copyright protection. 

In J. L. Mott Iron Works v. Olow,180 a case often cited for its reason
ing but probably overruled by the Supreme Court in Bleistein v. 
Donaldson Lithographing 00.,181 illustrations in a price catalogue of 
bathtubs, slop sinks, and washbowls were considered not copyright
able, the court saying: 
Large discretion is lodged in the Congress with respect to the subjects which 
could properly be included within the constitutional provision; but that discre
tion is not unlimited. . . . [It] is restricted to the promotion of the progress of 
science and the useful arts.'" 

This court approved the definition of writings set forth in the Trade
Mark Oases and Burrow-Giles but implied that even if these illustra
tions met the standards of these cases, which it doubted, the most im
portant part of the section was the promotion of science and art. 

Although all of these courts consider the :principles of originality, 
creativity, and intellectual thought set forth m the Trade-Mark Oaeee 

... Edison v. Lubin, 122 Fed. 240, 242 (3d Clr. 1903).
 
"'National Oloak & SUit 00. v. KauJmanl 189 Fed. ais, 217-218 (C.C.M.D. Pa. 1911).
 
1711 Fargo Meroanttle 00. v. Breohet ~ RicMer 00., 29li Fed. 823 (8th Clr. 1924) .
 
... 2 F. 2d 610 (E.n. Pa. 1924).

11. Id. at 610-611.
 
171 100 U.S. 82 (1879).

'''111 U.S. sa (1884).
 
110 82 Fed. 816 (7th Cir. 1897).

181 188 U.S. 239 (1903).
 
181 82 Fed. at 318-20. See dtscusston In Eichel v. Marcin, 241 Fed. 404, 40S-09
 

(S.D.N.Y. 1913), In which the court denied copyright protection to the fundamental plot
of a flay on the ground that since the object of copyright was to promote selenee and 
u.stu arts, one would not withdraw ldeaa and conceptions from the .tocll: of materials 
to be ued by other anthon. 
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and Burrow-Giles binding on them, their analyses center primarily on 
the question of whether the object for which protection is sought 
promotes the progress of science and the useful arts. The form of the 
object in each of these cases is not the controlling factor. If the pro
tection of the particular subject in question through copyright will 
fulfill what they consider the overriding l?urpose of section 8, it is en
titled to such protection whether or not it IS literally a writing. Thus, 
if "authors" and "writings" were given a narrow construction it would 
hinder rather than foster this progress. Writings must mean more 
than mere form alone or the whole purpose of the constitutional grant 
of this power to Congress would be frustrated. 

3. Article I, Section 8, Clause 8 of the Oonstitution Embodies the 
Basic Ideas and Principles of the Oopyright Ooncept.-This interpre
tation is based on the assumption that the Constitution gives Congress 
power to regulate copyright and, therefore, it should be expanded or 
restricted in accord with the purposes and objects of the concept of 
copyright. In other words, the courts look at the reasons for the 
existence of copyright protection, both statutory and common law, 
and grant or withhold such protection on the basis of these reasons. 
This approach quite naturally leads to an interpretation of "writings" 
and "authors" 111 terms of copyright principles. Undoubtedly, the 
courts are basing this analysis on the grant to Congress of the. power 
"To promote the Progress of Science and the useful Arts." However, 
the courts in this interpretation of the clause do not analyze it strictly 

. in terms of promoting progress, but rather taking clause 8 as a whole, 
they consider it an embodiment of copyright. Therefore, in order to 
determine what subjects are proper for copyright protection one must 
look at the reasons for the existence of copyright and if protection of 
the particular form in question is in line with these basic reasons, then 
it is entitled to protection under the Constitution. 

The courts apparently divide the basic reasons for the existence of 
copyright protection into roughly three catagories: (1) the inherent 
right of an author to his own works; (2) the right of an author to the 
rewards and fruits of his labor to encourage further production of such 
subjects; and (3) the benefit the public will derive from such en
couragement to authors resulting in creation of objects of beauty and 
works which will increase the public's knowledge of the arts and 
sciences. 

With respect. to the inherent right of an author to his own works the
 
Supreme Court in Burrow-Giles stated that it is not-

to be supposed that the framers of the Constitution did Dot understand the
 
nature of copyright and the objects to which it was commonly applied, for
 
copyright, as the exclusive right of a man to the production of his own genius
 
or intellect, existed in England at that time....183 

Although this reasoning seems to contradict the earlier statement in 
this case that "writings" means "literary productions," 184 the Court 
felt that this was It logical interpretation since the whole question of 
the exclusive right to literary and intellectual productions had been 
freely discussed in the contest in England over the Statute of Anne,185 
prior to the adoption of the Constitution.>" 

188 111 U.S. at li8.
 
1M Ibid.
 
,sa8 Anne, e. 19 (1710).
 
,.. See Millar v. Tal/lor, 4 Burr. 2303. 98 Eng. Rep. 201 (K.B.1769). 
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In 1907 the Supreme Court again used this same approach to the 
Constitution in protecting a painting from being copied, stating that 
the foundation of copyright was the "natural dominion which every
one has over his own ideas ... embodied in visible forms or char
acters." 187 In the same year an Illinois circuit court of appeals held 
that a copyrighted piece of sculpture was entitled to protection be
cause protection was in-
accord with the reason and spirit of the law. . .. [T]he copyright acts "secure 
to the author the original and natural rights, and it was said that the various 
provisions of the law in relation to copyrights should have a liberal construc
tion, in order to give effect to what may be considered the inherent right of the 
author to his own work." 188 

However, this inherent right is not so much control over the "physi
cal thing created, but the right of printing, publishing, and copy
ing." 189 Thus, since section tl embodies the rights of copyright, Con
gress has the power thereunder to protect the inherent right of the 
author to the publication and reproduction of his works of art or 
literature, and any statute which does so is valid. 

Overlapping this idea of the "inherent right" is the idea that a 
person is entitled to the rewards and fruits of his own labor which, 
In essence, means the right to publish, copy, and sell such works. As 
the Supreme Court said in 111azer v. Stein, "sacrificial days devoted 
to such creative activities deserve rewards commensurate with the 
services rendered." 190 Previously, the Supreme Court had on two 
other occasions expressed this same philosophy.>' Similarly, a federal 
district court stated that "men of ability who employed their time for 
the service of the community, may not be deprived. of their just merits 
and the reward of their ingenuity and labor." 192 

The third basic category of the concept of copyright is securing 
benefit for the public through granting temporary monopolies. This 
interpretation was succinctly stated by the Supreme Court in Mazer 
v.Stein when it stated that the copyright law was
"intended definitely to grant valuable, enforceable rights to authors, publishers, 
etc., without burdensome requirements; 'to afford greater encouragement to 
the production of literary (or artistic) works of lasting benefit to the 
world'." •.. The economic philosophy behind the clause empower-ing Congress 
to grant .•. copyrtghts is the couvletlon that encouragement of individual 
elfort by personal gain Is the best way to advance public welfare through the 
talents of authors and inventors....lD3 

In an interesting case the Supreme Court held states could tax copy

righted motion pictures in spite of the argument that copyrighted ob

jects were immune because protected by federal law. The Court held
 
that-

the mere fact that a copyright is property derived from a grant by the United 
States Is insufficient to support the claim of exemption. Nor [does] the fact, 
that the grant is made in furtherance of a governmental policy of the United 
States, and because of the benefits which are deemed to accrue to the public in 
the execution of that pollcy. furnish ground for immunity [from state taxa
tion].'" 

18' American TolJaoro 00. v. Werokmelster, 207 U.S. 284,290-291 (1907). 
183 Braoken v. Rosenthal, 151 Fpd. 136, 137 (e.C.N.D. 111.1907). 
~: American To!Jllcco 00. v. Werekmeister, 207 U.S. 284,298 (1907).

347 U.S. at 219.
 
101 See !Jubbs-Me"rill 00. v. Straue, 210 U.S. 339, 347 (1908); Amer/can Tobaooo 00. v.
 

Werckme.ster,207 U.S. 284,299 (1907). 
1111 Eichel v. Marcin, 241 j!'ed. 404, 410 (S.D.N.Y.1913). 
111 347 U.S. at 219. 
"'1I'0~ Film Oorp. v. DOllal, 286 U.8.123. 128 (1932). .. 
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The Court in its discussion of the nature of copyright under the 
Constitution said that-
the sole interest of the United States and the primary object in conferring tbe 
monopoly lie in the general benefits derived by the public from the labors of 
authors. A copyright, like a patent, is "at once the equivalent given by the pub
lic for benefits bestowed by the genius and meditations and skill of individuals 
and the incentive to further efforts for the same Important objects." 1" 

The creator of a cartoon character of a horse was granted protection 
against reproductions of the horse in the form of toys, on the ground 
that it is "the commercial value of his property that ... IS pro
tected," and this is done "to encourage the arts by securing to him 
the monopoly in the sale of the objection of the attraction." 196 

This interpretation has been used as one of the grounds to deny 
copyright protection to certain subjects. In these cases, the courts 
state that because protection of the particular subject matter would 
not benefit the public it is not entitled to protection. In the case involv
ing illustrations of bath tubs and slop sinks one of the grounds on 
which they were declared unprotected was the fact that the object 
of the constitutional provision-
was to promote the dissemination of learning, by inducing intellectual labor in 
works which would promote the general knowledge in science and useful arts. 
It sought to stimulate original investigation, whether in literature, science or 
art for the betterment of the people, that they might be instructed and improved 
with respect to those subjects."? 

In very similar words aNew York district court refused to grant· 
protection to a fundamental plot which had been common property 
before the author wrote his play. "Copyright protection is extended 
to authors, mainly with a view to inducing them to give their ideas 
to the public so that they may be added to the intellectual store, acces
ible to the people, and that they may be used for the intellectual ad
vancement of mankind." 198 According to the analysis of the court, if 
this particular author were allowed to withdraw this idea for It plot 
from the stock of materials to be used by other authors this would de
prive the world of improvements and retard the progress of the arts.1OO 

This interpretation has probably been largely responsible for the 
actual definitions given to "writings" and "authors." 

4. The (Ionstitutiori Is a Flexible Document, Interpreted in Light 
of New Arts and Methods of Reproduction.-Under this theory of 
judicial interpretation the courts have evolved the idea that the Con
stitution was not meant to be a static document but should be in
terpreted to take into consideration changes in society brought about 
through the developments in science and the arts. As new arts and 
methods of reproduction are developed, Congress has the power to 
enact new copyright laws to extend protection to these new subjects. 
Courts operating under this theory have granted protection to certain 
objects prior to their specific inclusion under the specifications set 
forth in the statute. . 

1.. rd. at 127.

1" King Features Syndicate v. Fleischer, 299 Fed. 533,536 (2d Clr. 1924).
 
191 J. L. Mott Iron Works v, ClOlO, 82 Fed. 316,319 (7th Clr. 1897).
 
"sEichel v. Ma.rcin, 241 Fed. 404,410 (S.D.N.Y.1913).

1··1d. at 408.
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The Supreme Court in the Burroui-Giles case stated that-
the only reason why photographs were not included in the extended list in the 
act of 1802 is probably that they did not exist, as photography as an art was 
then unknown, and the scientific principle on which it rests, and the chemicals 
and machinery by which it is operated, have all been discovered long since that 
Statute was enacted.i" 

Pictorial illustrations have been properly included in the copyright 
statutes because "in keeping pace with the growth of the subject of this 
constitutional provision, many statutes have been enacted, extending 
and enlarging Its protection." 201 

The two leading oases granting copyright protection to motion pic
tures on the ground that they were photographs supported their ex
pansion of both the statute ~ which did not expresslyprotect motion 
pictures 01' motion picture photoplay films when these cases were de
cided) and the Constitution on this theory of a flexible constitution.s" 
In 1903 motion pictures were held to be photographs within the mean
ing of the 1865statute because it was in accord with the purpose of the 
constitutional grant of power. 
When Congress amended the copyright act in 1865 to include photographs, it is 
not to be presumed it thought such art could not progress and no protection af
forded such progress. It recognized there would be change and advance as in 
other subjects of copyright protectlon.f" 

A motion picture photoplay film not based on a novel or dramatic 
production was protected on the ground, among others, that it could be 
considered a "writing" under section 4 or a photograph under the 1865 
statute. In either case, the court said this decision was supportable 
because- . 
they were copyrightable and copyrighted under prior acts passed before they 
were invented.... While statutes should not be stretched to apply to new 
situations not fairly within their scope, they should not be so narrowly construed 
as to permit their evasion because of changing habits due to new inventions and 
discoveries.'" 

The court also referred to President Roosevelt's message to Congress 
in 1905in which he said: 
Our copyright laws urgently need revision. They are imperfect in definition, 
confused and inconsistent in expression; they omit provlsion for many articles 
which, under modern reproductive processes, are entitled to protection....2f16 

Similarly, the Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit expressed 
the view that the courts have extended protection to the literature of 
commerce which the old guild of authors would have disdained, such 
as catalogues, mathematical tables, statistics, and guide books, because 
"here as elsewhere, the constitution, under judicial construction, has 
been expanded to meet new conditions as they arose." 208 

If one accepts the philosophy that the words of the Constitution are 
susceptible of expanded meamng to handle unanticipated situations, 

200 111 U.s. at 58. 
20lNationai Cloak & Suit 00. v. Kaufman 189 Fed. 215, 218 (C.C.M.D. Pa, 1911) . 

. 202 Edi80n v. Lubin, 122 Fed. 240 (3d eIr. 1903) ; Metro-Goldwyn-Maller D·lstributing
Oor», v. Bijoll Theatre 00.,3 F. Supp. 66 (D. Mas8. 1933). ." ,.,. Edi80n v, LUbin, supra note 202, at 242. '
 

... Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Di8tributing Oorp. v. Bljou Theatre 00., 3 F. SuPP. 66, 72
 
(D. Mass. 1933). 

2•• Id, at 71.
 
... National Tel. News Co. v. Western Union Tel. 00., 119 Fed. 294, 297 (7th elr. 1902)


(dfctum) , 
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this is a very credible approach. It is possible to say that at the time 
the Constitution was written the need for statutory copyright ex
tended only to literary productions. Statutory copyright was needed 
to expand common-law copyright as the methods of reproduction 
made copying of literary works economically feasible. . 

All new a~ditions to copyright law since common-law copyright, 
including our own statutes, have been induced by the developments in 
the arts and the methods of reproduction. Therefore, within the spirit 
of section 8 it is possible to gIve a broad interpretation to "writings" 
and "authors" to include objects not within the literal definition of 
these words because the need to protect them was not known to the 
framers. 

This approach to the Constitution was probably best stated by 
Judge Learned Hand in a case upholding the copyrightability of cable 
code words. He said it is not true that the Constitution-
embalms inflexibly the habits of 1789 .... [I]ts grants of power to Congress 
comprise, not only what was then known, but what the ingenuity of men should 
devise thereafter.... [T]he new subject-matter must have some relation to 
the grant; but we interpret .it by the general practices of civilized peoples in 
similar fields, for it is not a strait-jacket, but a charter for a living people.207 

Subjeots Granted Oopyright Protection. Other Than Literary Pro
duotions 

The courts have shown considerable leniency in applying the 
standards they have developed to construe section 8. As a matter of 
fact in most of the cases discussed below, the question of the Consti
tution and its relation to copyright is not discussed. However, since 
most of them cite cases in which the Constitution is discussed as au
thority for their decisions, presumably these courts are relying on the 
reasoning in the cited interpretations. 

1. Advertising.-It was the "circus poster case," Bleistein v. Don
aldson Lithogra'f..hing 00.,208 that substantially modified the standards 
for copyrightability set forth in the Trade-Mark and Burrow-Giles 
cases, thus allowing the courts to grant copyright protection to a num
ber of things which would not have been permitted under earlier stand
ards. It must be noted again, however, that these are standards of 
copyright and have nothing to do with the form of the subject matter. 
In other words, the definitions of "writings" and "authors" set forth 
previously, though still valid and controlling must themselves be in
terpreted broadly on the basis of the Bleistein. case. 

Prior to this "circus poster case," some courts had held that mate
rials designed for no other purpose than mere advertising were not 
copyrightable, regardless of their form. In an early Supreme Court 
case, decided in 1891, a label for an ink bottle was denied protection 
because the object did not serve some purpose "other than as a mere 
advertisement or designation of the subject to which it is attached." 209 

Subsequently, other courts, ignoring the fact that the only thing sought 
to beprotected in that case was the statementon the label "water-proof 
drawing ink," held that illustrations in price catalogues of bathtubs 
and slop sinks"? and in circus poster advertisements were not copy

... Reiss v, National Quotation Bureau, Inc., 276 Fed. 717,.719 (S.D.N.Y. 1921) . 
• 08 188 U.S. 239 (1903). •
2" Higgins v. KfUffel, 140 U.S. 428, 431 (1891). See also Oross v, 011pida Paper Prod

!tct. 00., 117 F. SuPP. 191 (D.N.J. 19114). 
210 .T. L. Mott Iron Works v, Glow, 82 Fed. 316 (7th Clr. 1897). 
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rightable.v' It was held that to be protected pictures must have some 
other use, intrinsic merit, or value aside from just advertising.t" 

However, since the Supreme Court upheld the copyrightability of 
circus posters, advertisements have been almost unformly protected, 
whether they were pictures or merely a general lay-out. Justice 
Holmes stated in Bleietein. v. Donaldson: 
The Constitution does not limit the useful to that which satisfies immediate 
bodily needs.... A very modest grade of art has in it something irreducible, 
which is one man's alone. That something he may copyright unless there is a 
restriction in the words of the act.... A picture is none the less a picture and 
none the less a subject of copyright [despite the fact] that it is used for an 
advertisement.'" 

As a result of the Bleistein philosophy, photographs or illustrations 
used to advertise such things as dress fllshions,214 "B.V.D.'s," 215 and 
piston rings,216 have been held prol?er subjects of copyright. Pictures 
of vegetables were held to be copyrightable even though they had little 
artistic merit. The court felt it was enough if in details, designs, and 
combination of lines and colors a picture originated with the plaintiff 
and was in fact a v.icture, illustration, or work of art connected with 
the fine arts.t" LIkewise, an advertising lay-out containing pictures 
of cosmetics and toilet articles was granted copyright protection with 
little emphasis on originality. The court seemed to think that any 
work involving labor or brain skill should be protected because courts 
should seek to "increase rather than to restrict, the subject matter of 
copyright." 218 Recently, a case extended copyright protection even 
to an advertisement composed primarily of a dot-counting contest.r" 

Illustrations in catalogues used exclusively to sell the plaintiff's 
products have almost always been granted protection since the "circus 
poster case," including those with illustrations of electrical conduc
tors,"? religious statuary,'?' and brass goods.222 The grant of copyright 
protection to pictures of extension shoes in a sales catalogue was 
upheld because the pictures were "originally designed and prepared 
by persons of skill and artistic capacity." .Although the pictures con
tained little that was original, they were "quasi-artistic" and this was 
enough.223 

In none of these advertisements is a writing, in the literal sense, 
involved. But the only issue considered was whether they were the 
result of original or creative intellectual thought or labor as modified 
by the "modest grade of art" principle of the Bleisten. case 224 and 

'11 Oourier LithograpM"g 00. v. Donaldson Lithographing 00., 104 Fed. 993 (6th Clr. 
1900), rev'd sub. nom. Bleisteiw V. Donald80n, 188 U.S. 239 (1903) . 

.,. See aI80 Lamb V. Grand Rapi,I8 Scllool Furniture co., 39 Fed. 474 (e.C.W.D. Mich. 
1889) (protection denied to illustrations of furniture In price catalogue because court 
l!llid they had no value Independent of their use ali udverttsements) . 

..8188 U.S. at 249-51. A rigorous dlxsent support od the view that the clause In the 
Constitution did not embrnce mere adverttsements and thnt If the ohject had no connec
tion with the fine art, or with Intrinsic vulne nther than advertising, It was without the 
obvious mennlng of the Conatttuttou, Id. at 252-53. 

'" National Claak &: Suit 00. v, Kowtmnn, 1119 Fed. 215 (C.C.M.D. Pa, 1911). Cf. 
L.	 A. We8terman 00. V. Di8patch Printing c«, 249 U.S. 100 (1919). 

". Golden Rule, Inc. V. H.V.D. co.,242 F"d. 929 (8th CII'. 1917). 
210 No-I,eak-O Pi8ton Rillll CO. V. Sorrts, 277 Fecl. 951 (4th Ctr, 1921).
"7 Stecher Lithograpllic 00. V. Duretrm IAtllOgraph 00., 233 Ferl. 601 (W.D.N.Y. 191(1). "8 Anselll v, Puritan Pharmaceutical 00., 61 F. 2d 131, 136 (8th Ctr, 1932), quoting

Well, American Copyright Law 277 (1IH7).
"0 Gordo" V. Weit·, 111 F. Supp. 117 (E.D. Mich. 1953). 
"'. Burndy Engineering 00. v, Penn· Unioll F,1I'c. Oorn., 25 F. ~UPll. 507 (w.n. Pa, 19118). 
:Da Prato. Statuary 00. v. G.illliani Statuary 00., 189 Fed. 90 (C.C.D. Minn. 1911).

J. H. Whtte },frg. 00. v, SIWPIl'O, 227 Fell. 957 (S.D.N.Y. 1915).
 
223 Oampbell v. Wire/Jack, 269 Fed. 372 (4th Clr. 192U) .
 
•" 188 U.S. at 239. 
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fulfilled the basic objectives of copyright. It is apparent from these 
advertising decisions that copyright standards, and thus the definition 
of "writings," have been considerably modified to meet new condi
tions, particulnrly the rise of extensive advertising. However, the 
approach to article I, section 8 of the Constitution and its meaning 
has not been changed. The standards merely have been, and probably 
will continue to be, made more flexible. 

~. Photographs and Motion Pictures.-Photographs and motion 
pictures need little discussion since the grounds on which they have 
been held copyrightable have been considered previously. Suffice it 
to say that on the basis of the ideas expressed in the Burrow-Giles case 
and to a certain extent those in the Bleistein case, many photographs 
have been held proper subjects of copyright including those of the fol
lowing subject matter: Colorado scenery/25 water falls,228 a scene on 
Fifth Avenue,227 and various persons.P" 

With similar reasoning, primarily because they were first held copy
rightable as photographs, motion pictures depicting a ship launch
ing 229 and telling a connected story,280 and simply a motion picture 
photo play 281 have been held protectable under the Constitution. Gen
erally, the courts will say that since the production of these works 
requires the arranging, selecting, and utilizing of light, shadows, gen
eral surroundings, and vantage point to secure the entire effect, they 
have the character of works of art. 

3. Paintings.-Although some of the copyright cases involving 
paintings were decided prior to the Burrow-Giles and Bleistein cases, 
the courts have generally used the same reasoning to uphold protec
tion. 282 

In an engaging case it was held that a painting was entitled to copy
right protection even though its theme had been taken from another 
picture. The court stated that "works of art, "to be cop,yrightable, 
do not . . . need to disclose the originality of invention. '288 A dis
tinguishable variation of the same theme is sufficient. Similarly, a 
defendant in a later case claimed that mezzotint engravings of paint
ings of old masters were not proper subjects of copyright because 
they were copies themselves, but the court said that it was sufficient if 
"the 'author' contributed something more than a 'merely trivial' vari
ation, something recognizably 'his own'." 234 The court seemed to im
ply in this decision that a copy of a painting by hand would always 
involve some variation entitling the subsequent picture to copyright. 

... Oleland v. Thaller, 121 Fed. 71 (8th Clr. 1903). 
'''Joumal PUblishing 00. v, Drake, 199 Fed. 572 (9th Clr. 1912). 
'21 Pagano v. 01la8. Be8eler 00.,234 FecI. 963 (S.D.N.Y. 1916) . 
... E.j.(.• Gros8 v, Rellgmn", 212 Fed. 930 (2d Clr. 1914) (nude girl); Falk v, Donaldson~ 

57 Fed. 32 (S.D.N.Y. 18931 (Miss !\Inrlowe) ; Falk v, T. P. Howell d 00., 37 Fed. 20:.:: 
(S.U.N.Y.	 1888) (girl portrayed as "Yum·Yum" In "the MlkofJo"). 

,.. B'1l80n v. Lubin, 122 Fell. 240 (3d Clr. 1903) (motion pIcture held to be "photo
graph" to come within the statute). 

SSG American Mut08cope «; Biograph Co. v. Edi80n Mfg. 00., 137 Fed. 262 (C.C.D.N.J.
1905). 

131 Metro-Goldwvn-Mayer Distributing Oorp. v. Bijou Theatre 00., 3 F. Supp. 66 (D. Mass. 
1933) (motion picture copyrIghtable although not founded on copyrlgbtednovel 01' 
dramu tic compoaltlon j • 

... A mel"ica" Tobacco 00. v, Were/erne/8ter, 207 U.S. 284 (1907). The prImary Issues 
were teehulea l ones of nubtlcntton and notice. the court assuming the ropyrluhtllblJlty of 
patnttngs, See also sonumocner v, Schmenck«, 30 Fed. 690 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 1887).i. Schu
macher v. Schwencke, 25 Fed. 466 (C.C.S.D.N. Y. 1885). Cf. De Jonge d 00. v. Breuker 
d Keesler 00., 235 U.S. 33 (1014) (palntlng clearly copyrlgbtable but tecbnlcal requIre
menta not fulfilled) • 

... Gerlach-Barklow 00. v. lIforrts & Bend/en, Inc., 23 F. 2d 150, 161 (2d Clr. 1927).
·"AI/red. Bell", 00. v, Oatalda Fine Arts, Inc., 191 F. 2d 99,103 (2d Clr. 1951). 
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Given a literal interpretation of "writings," the latter two cases 
lead directly into the question of why the framers seemed to exclude 
paintings and also sculpture from protection under the Constitution. 
An argument can be made that since paintings were recognized works 
of art at the time the Constitution was written, the framers intended 
by the term "writing's" to include only literary productions. 

If this argument IS valid, it is difficult to justify the actions of Con
gress and the courts in deliberately ignoring the explicit intention of 
the framers. Are the courts justified in interpreting this clause of the 
Constitution in accord with what they conceive to be the general spirit 
of section 8 in the light of such a specific intent? Why did the 
framers not use broad words such as works or works of art if they 
were cognizant of the existence of other arts in addition to literary 
works? 

There seems to be no logical reason for the framers to have excluded 
paintings unless extensive copying of paintings was not possible at 
that time and they thought that common-law copyright offered suffi
cient protection. It can be assumed that at the time the Constitution 
was written the only, or at least the most common, method of repro
ducing a painting was by the hand of another painter. This method 
of copying, besides being laborious and expensive, would in very few 
instances result in an exact copy. As the latter two cases involving 
paintings implied, such copies probably involve enough variation to 
entitle them to common-law copyright protection also. Thus, com
mon-law copyright was probably sufficient in 1789 to protect painters 
from other painters. However, with the development of new methods 
of reproduction such as photography, exact copies of paintings could 
be made easily and cheaply for sale. The need then developed for 
statutory copyright protection. 

Paintings and sculpture are certainly works which Congress and 
the courts deem worthy of copyright protection, and one could rea
sonably infer that the framers would have also protected them if the 
need for statutory protection had existed at that time. Assuming 
that efficient methods of reproducing paintings were not in existence 
in 1789, the fact that paintings were not included in the Constitution 
adds considerable validity to the various theories, discussed previously, 
justifying a broad interpretation of "writings" and "authors." Ac
cept the historical argument or not, no court has held a painting un
protectable because it was not a writing or a painter not an author. 
Like all other cases, the analysis, whether the Constitution is discussed 
or not) has been devoted exclusively to determining whether the pre
requisites of originality and creativity were met.

4. Maps.-Maps have been protected since the first copyright stat
ute. The standards most often applied were expressed in a case in
volving the infringement of automobile maps. The court said that 
"the elements of the copyright consist in the selection, arrangement, 
and presentation of the component parts." 286 If the maps show origi
nality in preparation and represent skill, labor, and expense 286 or a 
modicum of creative work,287 this is sufficient. 

.. General Drafting 00. v. Andrew8, 87 F. 2d 1l4, 1111 (2d elr. 1930).
"'Ibld. 
., Andrew. v. Guenth6r PubluMnll' 00., 60 F. 2d Illlll, 11117 (S.D.N.Y. 1932) (protectton

denied because largely copied trom government publication). Many types ot maps have 
been held copyrightable, Including one showtnJ the paths ot electric railroads, Olobe 
New8paper 00. v. Walk6r, 210 U.S. 8116 (1908). and another the lire risks In a etty.
Sanbom Jlap " PublUMnll' 00. v. DaWn Plibll.h~nq 00., 89 Fed. 266 (C.C.N.D. Cal. 1889). 
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However, a recent case held that collecting information from various 
sources, all in the public domain, and spendmg "considerable time and 
effort to assemble and prepare this information for publication," was 
not sufficient to entitle the map to copyright protection.t" The court 
said: 
the presentation of information available to everybody, such as is found on 
maps, is protected only when the publisher of the map in ~estion obtains 
originally some of that information by the sweat of his own brow. 

Inclusion of maps in the copyright act of 1790, even prior in order 
to books, has given the courts one of their basic arguments for a broad 
interpretation of "writings." 

5. Oartoons.-Cartoons have been protected by copyright at least 
since 1903 when a Massachusetts circuit court held that copyrighted 
cartoons were infringed by a dramatic production which included 
characters copied from plaintiff's cartoons.>" In a similar case aNew 
York district court held that plaintiff's copyrighted cartoons of "Mutt 
and Jeff" were infringed by a dramatic performance.v" 

A leading case on the question of the elements which make cartoons 
proper subjects of copyright is King Features Syndicate v. Fleisher. 242 

Copyrighted cartoons of "Barney Google" and "Spark Plug" were 
held infringed by defendant's toy reproduction of "Sparky," the car
toon horse. The court stated that-
plaintiff had the original conception of the idea of the concept of humor em
bodied in the original cartoons. . •• 

The Copyright Act protects the conception of humor which a cartoonist may 
produce, as well as the conception of genius which an artist or sculptor may 
use. . .. The form of the horse, embodying the aspect of humor, was the 
essence of the cartoon; its end, within the artist's purpose, and its object, the 
production of amusement in contemplation. We think copyright law was in
tended to give, protection to the creation of that form, protection to its value 
in that form....... 

The court went on to say that if the defendant were allowed to copy 
the form of the horse by producing a toy reproduction, he would 
be taking the "fruits of the cartoonist's genius which consisted in 
his capacity to entertain and amuse." 244 The same court ten years 
later held that a cartoon of "Betty Boop" was also a proper subject 
of copyright and was infringed by a doll copy.245 

The language employed m King Features Syndicate v. Fleischer 
seems to imply that the defendant was not copying a particular car
toon but rather the concept of humor embodied in the form of the 
horse which was protected. 

However, it may be possible to reconcile these cartoon cases with 
others by reasoning that although the concept of humor is the thing 
protected, its only existence is in the form of the horse either as a toy 
or drawing. Form and the concept of humor are so interwoven in 
cartoon cases that reproduction of the concrete form in any medium 
will constitute a copying of plaintiff's artistic or creative production. 

In no way could these cartoons be protected under the Constitution 
if "writings" was literally interpreted, for the subject in each case was 

iII8 Amsterdam v. Triangle Publioatil1n., Ine., 189 F. 2d 104, 105 (3d Clr. 1951) . 
... Id. at 106. 
... Empire OUy Amusement 00. V. Wilton, 184 Fed. 132 eC.C.D. Mass. 1908). 
001 Hili v. Whalen'" Martell, ts«, 220 Fed. 359 (S.D.N.Y. 1914) . 
... 299 Fed. 583 (2d Clr. 1924).
248Id. 53(;-37. 
... Id. at 538 . 
... Fleischer StUdios, lno. v. Ralph A. Freundlich, ts«, 73 F. 2d 276 (24 Clr. 1984). 
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copyrighted cartoons with no words or connected story. Form is im
portant in cartoon cases, as well as in cases involving three-dimensional 
works, but it is not placed in juxtaposition with "writings" in the Con
stitution. Instead, the form is considered a writing if it is the result 
of original or creative thought or labor. It is then entitled' to copy-' 
right protection unless a court should hold, which is unlikely, that the 
particular cartoon does not "promote the Progress of Science and 
useful Arts" or that its protection would not under the basic copy
right principles inure to the benefit of the public. Certainly art in
cludes within its scope objects of humor, and it is reasonable to assume 
that the 'public will benefit from the encouragement of an artist with 
a "capacIty to entertain and amuse." 246 

In addition, these cases raise another question involving form. It 
is difficult to determine whether these courts were merely granting to 
the author all rights to reproduce the cartoon character in any medium, 
or whether a three-dimensional figure of this character is separately 
copyrightable. In these cases it did not make too much practical dif
ference which was the proper theory, because if the cartoonist produced 
a three-dimensional figure of his cartoon character, no one could 
copy it. 

6. Three-Dimensional Subjects.-It is probably clearer in the three
dimensional objects cases than in any other involving nonliterary ob
jects (with the possible exception of phonograph records) that if any 
protection is to be granted, it can only be done constitutionally if a 
copyright-principles analysis rather than a form analysis of "writings" 
and "authors" is used. In all the following cases the courts have de
cided to grant or withhold copyright protection to three-dimensional 
materials on the basis of the same copyright standards and the reasons 
therefor which courts have applied in order to protect other non
literary objects. . 

In none of these cases is the obvious fact mentioned that a three
dimensional form is not a writing in the familiar sense of the word. 
As a matter of fact, none of the courts discuss whether it is constitu
tionally possible to consider a three-dimensional subject a "writing." 247 

One of the earliest cases held that a copyrighted piece of sculpture 
was infringed by a photograph thereof. Since, according to the court, 
this photograph contained the artistic ideas and conceptions expressed 
in the statuary, the defendant infringed the rights secured to the 
author by the copyright acts.248 

Subsequently, 111 three cases decided in 1921 and 1922 the Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit expressed doubt as to the copy
rightability of Kewpie dolls 249 and of dolls' heads manufactured for 
sale.260 In one of the cases involving dolls' heads the decision was 
against the plaintiff on other grounds, but in dicta the court expressed 
the opinion that it would be difficult to assume the dolls' heads were 

... King Features SlIndlcate v. F~eiBc"er 299 Fpll. lias. 1138 (2d Clr. 11124). 
,n In a footnote In Mazer v, Btet» tbe Court In a general WilY noticed tbe constitutional 

question hnt since it WI\~ 1I0t 1'/11",'(1. did "01 d",·i,l .. tr. :t~1 U.S. at 206, n.5. 
IN" Brncken v, Rosenthal, 151 Jo'NI. IHO (('.C.N.n. Ill. 1901). 
"·lVilson v, l/aber Bres., 2711 Fed. 3~6 (2d Clr. 11121 \ . 
... E. 1. Horsman & Aetlla uou 00. v, Kauf man, 288 Fed. 372 (21t Clr. 192:t). eert, 

denied, 261 U.S. 6111 (1923); E. 1. Horsman & .aetna Doll 00. v, Squires 286 Fed. 372 
(2d Clr. 1922). cert. denied, 261 U.S. 6111 (1923). ' 
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works of art within the copyright law or that as dolls' heads they were 
capable of copyright at all. 251 In the Kewpie doll case the same court, 
stated it would "express no opinion as to the propriety of copyrighting 
this doll.252 It held for the plaintiff on infringement because in a pre
vious consent decree the defendant had conceded that the copyright 
of the doll was good and valid in law. 

In none of these three cases did the court even consider the idea of 
resolving their doubt on the question of copyrightability by holding 
simJ;lly that since these three-dimensional objects were not literally 
"wrltings," they were not constitutionally entitled to copyright 
protection. 

Shortly thereafter, in the leading case of Pellegrini v. Allegrini 253 

it was decided that a candleholder containing the figures of two saints 
standing on either side of a crucifix was copyrightable. The court 
stated that-
the question of artistic merit or value does not touch the right of property pro
tected by a copyright.... The French phrase ... more nearly expresses the 
thought. It is not necessarily a "work of art," something displaying artistic 
merit, but it is "ohjet d'urt"-something upon which the labors of an artist as 
such have been employed..•. It is something whleh appeals to the artistic 
sense; something which gives rise to a perception of artistic merit in the object.... 

On the basis of this case another statuette was held a proper subject 
of copyright in 1943.255 

A court of appeals decided in 1951 that a sculptured model of a 
cocker sr.aniel was copyrightable since it contained that something 
"irredUCIble" which was the artist's alone. This "something" was 
the proportion, form, contour, configuration, and conformation em
bodying the intellectual or artistic conception of a dog of the breed 
involved in a show attitude.r" 

Unfortunately, the majority in Mazer v, Stein did not expressly 
decide in their opinion the constitutional point of whether the statu
ary of Bali dancers was entitled to copyright protection under the 
Constitution, because it had not been raised in the lower court. How
ever, they assumed the statuette to be copyrightable as did the peti
tioners.r" There was a long discussion in the footnotes of the case on 
this question of constitutionality and the Court concluded, particu
larly in the light of the Burrow-Giles decision, that it was clear that 
"writings" was not limited to chirography and typography.P" 

Other courts thereafter seemed to feel that 1/1azer v. Stein was suffi
cient authority under the Constitution to uphold the copyrightability 
of three-dimensional materials of various kinds. 

251 E. 1. Hor.man '" Aetna Doll 00. v. KaUfman, 280 Fed. 872. 373 (2<1 cr-, 1922), 
cert; tlen ied , 261 U.S. 615 (192:!). In the com pnnlon en se, E. 1. [{oro,mln & Aetna Doll 
00. v, Squires, 2>16 Fed. :!72. 374 (2d Clr. 1922), eert; deniell, 261 U.S. 615 (1923), the 
court felt the copyrightalllllty of the dolts' heads was "very debatnllle" because It thcught
the nln lnt itt' wns n ttemutlng to use the copvrIuh t laws ns Il cover for the hnHtness of 
mnklng 110lls' hearls, This problem of A'rnntlDg copyright protection to "applled art" 
woulrl ser-m 1I0W to he .pttlp,l hv JI",er v, stet». 

... WilSall v . Haber Br"•. 271\ Fed. 346, 347 (2d cie, 1921) • 

... 2 F. 2<1 1110 iF..D. Pa. 1924).2" 1,1. nt 611-12. 
2M Unllcd srate« v. Backer, 134 F. 2<1 5:13 (2d Ctr. 19(3) . 
... F. W. Woo/morth 00. v. Oontemporary Arte, 193 F. 2d 162 (1st Clr, 1951), atrd,

344 )·.S. 228 (1952) • 
...., 347 U.S. at 206. 
"ld. at 210. 
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For example, costume jewelry was granted protection because 
though the creation may not be strikingly new, it expresses the artistic 
conception of its author no less than a painting or statue. 
So long as the material for which copyright is sought exhibits some degree of 
individuality so that the court is convinced that the author has created an 
original, tangible expression of an idea rather than a merely pleasing form 
dictated solely by functional considerations, copyright registration is available.... 

All that is needed to entitle an author to copyright 'protection is that 
his artistic expression reflect a distinguishable variation from what 
had gone before and that he has contributed something substantial of 
his own to the prior art. 

Another court said there was little doubt as to the validity of a copy
right on a doll in the form of a chimpanzee named "Zippy," a charac
ter on the "Howdy Doody" television program. 
Copyright protection extends to any production of some originality and novelty 
regardless of its commercial exploitation or lack of artistic merit.... 

With remarkable frankness, the court went on to say that "ori~i
nality . . . 'means little more than a prohibition of actual copying'.' lI01 

It did not matter how v,0or artistically the author's addition may have 
been. It was enough If it was his own. Reminiscent of the Holmes' 
approach in the Bleistein case-that art is what is appreciated by the 
general public-the court felt one could not say that the doll lacked 
artistry when the "Howdy Doody" audiences adored "Zippy." 

There can be no more serious constitutional objection to extending 
copyright protection to three-dimensional subjects than to the protec
tion almost uniformly granted to such things as photographs, motion 
pictures, painting,s, and cartoons. Although solid forms appear to 
contradict the literal meaning of "writin,gs" more than these works, the 
difference is only a matter of degree. The difference does not justify 
the denial of copyright protection to three-dimensional works, par
ticularly when such a decision could only be reached by abandoning 
a.ccepted ~opyri~ht standards and replacing them with a narrow analy-
SIS of "writings. ' . 

If three-dimensional works are excluded from copyright protection 
on constitutional grounds rather than on the basis of general copyright 
principles, there is no justification for the protection of any other non
literary subject matter. All of the nonliterary subjects, including 
three-dimensional forms, can and should be interpreted as "writings" 
within the Constitution if courts adhere to the idea that this term 
means the result of creative or original intellectual labor or thought. 

The courts in recent years, particularly since Mazer v. Stein, are be
ginning to realize the validity of the copyright approach and are grad
ually overcoming their hesitation to hold, expressly or impliedly, that 
a three-dimensional object is a "writing." Perhaps the Copyright 
Office anticipated this development by changing its regulation with re
gard to the definition of the term "work of art." Prior to 1949 three
dimensional objects, intended primarily for commercial use, were not 
ordinarily granted registration. On the contrary, aprlicants were ad
vised that "protection of productions of the industria arts, utilitarian 
in purpose and character, even if artistically made or ornamented, de

... Tri/an, Kruuman & Fi8kelllne. v. Oharer 00.( 184 F. Supp. lilll, sss (S.P.N.l'. 19111l) • 

.. RU8hton v. Vitale, 218 F. 2a 484 (2d Cir. 19111l/ • 

.. Id. at 431l. 
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pends upon action under the patent law." 262 However, in 1949section 
202.8 268 of the Regulations was changed so as to make registrable the 
artistic features of jewelry, enamel, glassware, tapestries, and other 
similar materials. Such registration was to cover only the artistic as
pects, as distinguished from "the mechanical or utilitarian" aspects. 
When the validity of this regulation was challenged in Mazer v, Stein, 
the Register of Copyrights, as amicus curiae, took the ,Position that the 
new regulation actually reflected the previous practice of the Office. 
The brief said in this regard-
that the Copyright Office has consistently since 1909---and even before then
registered works like the one in this case following the clearly stated mandate 
of Congress.... 

In August 1956, the Copyright Office issued regulations which, in 
greater detail than ever before, explicitly describe what can be regis
tered.265 These regulations do not talk in terms of "writings" but do 
require that any object offered for registration meet at least minimal 
standards of originality and creativity, as well as fall within one of 
the classes enumerated in section 5 of the copyright statute. 
Subjects Denied Oopyright Protection 

In this section some of the objects to which the court have denied 
copyright protection will be considered with particular referenee to 
those cases III which the courts discuss the Constitution. With certain 
exceptions, it will be apparent that in most instances denial of copy: 
right protection has been based on various copyright principles. This 
is, of course, consistent with the approach that the courts use to grant 
copyright protection. 

1. Phonograph Records.-Musical compositions have beenprotected 
under copyright law since 1831,266 Since the object registered with the 
copyright offices is a paper written notations thereon, it is possible 
without too much distortion of the word to consider a musical composi
tion a type of writing. Sheet music certainly does not seem as alien 
to "writing" as do photographs, motion pictures, and statutes. In 
form, at least, it does consist of notations on a piece of paper. 

As a matter of fact, musical compositions present a reverse situation 
from that discussed in the previous sections. Here is an art which if 
considered strictly in relation to form could probably be called a writ
ing. To include musical compositions within the protection of section 
8, writings could be interpreted to mean any written notation on a. 
piece of paper. This use of the form approach would not involve as 
much distortion of "writings" as when applied to other nonliterary
subjects. 

,., Circular Letter No. 82 (July 1940) (Designs). For a reproduction of this letter and 
an excellent discussion of the background and development, until 19:13, see Derenberg,
"Copyright No-Man's Land: Fringe Rights In Literary and Artistic Property," in 191'3 
C0,Poyrlght Problems An/llyzed 2115, 227-249 (1953) • 

• 03 37 C.F.R. § 202.8 (1949).
26. Brief for Register of Copyrights as Amicus Curiae, p. 24, Mazer v. Stein, 347 U.S.

201 (1954) . 
see 21 Fed. Reg. 6021 (1956). 
'... Act of Feb. 3, 1831, c. 16, II, 4 Stat. 436. See also, e.g., Anstein v. Porter, 154 

I!'. 2d 464 (2d Ctr, 1946); Littleton v. Oliver Ditson 00., 62 Fed. 597 (C.C.D. Mass. 
1894) ; Fred Fi8her, Inc. v, Dillingham, 298 Fed. 145 (S.D.N.Y. 1924); Henderson v. 
Tompkin8, 60 Fed. 758 (C.C.D. Mass. 1894). But see Shapiro, B61'n8teln cE 00. v. Miracle 
Record 00., 91 F. Supp. 473 (N.D. Ill. 1950), (court held bass too simple to be COpy
rtghted j-; Oooper v. James, 213 Fed. 871 (N.D. Ga. 1914) (alto parts to well-known h1 lI1n,
not copyrightable because not sulllclentl1 new or orlglna\). . 

4G4'(9-6~ 
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However, it is difficult to say that the notations on paper are really 
the essence of musical compositions as such notations probably are 
with respect to literary productions. Thus, in a leading decision in 
1946 Judge Frank stated, on the issue of appropriation of a musical 
composition, that the criterion is not comparison of musical composi
tions as they appear on paper or in the judgment of trained musiclUns,. 
but the question "is whether defendant took from plaintiff's works so 
much of what is pleasing to the ears of lay listeners, who comprise the 
audience>" 

It would seem from an analysis of the musical copyright infringe
ment cases that the subject matter actually protected is the sound and 
not the "writin~" on the paper. The courts will hold a particular 
musical composition to be copyrightable if the sounds are the result 
or fruits of original or creative intellectual thought or labor. 

Despite the use by the courts of the same type of analysis in music 
cases as is applied to other subjects of copyright, they have refused to 
extend protection to phonograph records. The reason for this is the 
Supreme Court's decision in White-Smith. Music Publishing 00. v. 
Apollo 00.268 

Although it is doubtful that a court would declare a statute passed 
by Congress granting protection to records unconstitutional on the 
basis of the reasoning in the Apollo case,269 this decision is important 
because it, along with the Burrow-Giles case, has actually prevented 
the courts from granting protection to records under section 4 of the 
copyright statute until Congress clearly indicates otherwise."? 

The Suprema Court held in the Apollo case that player piano rolls 
did not infringe plaintiff's musical compositions saying: 

Congress has dealt with the concrete and not with an abstract right of 
property in ideas or mental conceptions. . .. 

[A] copy of a musical composition [is] ... "a written or printed record of 
it in intelligible notation." ... [lV!] uslcal tones are not a copy which appeals 
to the eye.... It is not susceptible of being copied until it has been put in a 
form which others can see and read. The statute has not provided for the 
protection of the intellectual conception apart from the thing produced, however 
merltortous such conception may be••.• [Player-piano rolls] are not intended 
to be read as an ordinary piece of sheet music.... 

As the act of Congress now stands we believe it does not include these records 
as copies or publications of the copyrighted music involved in these cases?" 

Immediately after the Apollo decision, however, Congress passed a 
law giving the composer of It musical composition the right, (subject 
to compulsory license after the first exercise of that right), to repro

ll81 Arnstein v. Porter, supra note 266, nt 473. 
... 209 U.S. 1 (1908). See Regulatlous of the Copyright Olflce, § 202.8(bl. 21 Fed. 

Reg. 6024 (1956). See also Corcoran v. MOlltgome,'V Ward (~ Co., 121 F. 2d 572 (9th
Clr. 11141) (owner of copyright on poem not protected from sale ut pltonogrupb records 
embodying the poem as let to music). Kenlledv v. McTammany, 33 F,,(1. 1)84 (C.C.D.
Mass. 1(88), Is a Ilmllnr hollling In which the court dismissed plulntitl"s hill tor an 
IBjunetlon to restrain Ihe deteudnnt from manutuetuma nnd sellng perfornted rolls for 
organettes of plnntlll"s copyrighted sheet musle. 'l'be court stated: "Perroruted strips
wPre not made to be addressed to tbe eye as sheet music but torm part of u machine." 
Ibid. 

... In fact, In a recent cnse In tbe Second Circuit the court, both In the majority and 
dissenting opinion, recognized that phonogrnph records are uot DOW covered by the copy
right act. but stated that Congress haM the power to Include them. Oapitol Reeora«, Inc. v. 
Mercury Record. CorfJ., 221 F. 2d 6111. 660, 664 (2d cu. 1955) . 

... See Oapitol Records, Inc. v. Mercurll Record« Oo,·p., 221 F. 2d 651 (2d Clr. 191111) : 
R.O.A. Mfg. Co. v, lYMtetJIaA, 114 F. 2d i6 (2d Clr. 10401 ; JIlIler V. Goody 139F. Supp.
176 (S.D.N.Y. 1956); Aeolian Co. v. ROY(l1 AlIIHic Roll 00.,106 Fell. 9:W l\V.D.N.Y. 1lJ12).
But lee Fonotlpta Ltd. v. Bradley, 111 Fed. 9111, 063 (C.C.El.D.N.Y. 1lt09), in whIch the 
court thought that such a statute had already been passed. 

:rn 209 U.S. at 16-18. 
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duce his composition on phonograph records or to license others so to 
reproduce it. 272 

Two things are apparent from the Apollo case and the subsequent 
statute of Congress. In the first place, the .Supreme Court was clearly 
discussing and interpreting only a congressional statute and not the 
Constitution. The C?l1rt implied that Congress could enll.c~ a statute 
to remedy the situntion.?" Secondly, although Congress did not de
clare records to be "copies" or "publications," the Court felt it would 
not be beyond the Constitution to grant protection to a composer of a 
musical composition from a mechanical reproduction thereof even if 
it could not and was "not intended to be read as an ordinary piece 
of sheet music." 274 If the decision in the Apollo case were considered 
as an interpretation of section 8 of the Constitution, as some courts 
subsequently seem to have suggested, it is difficult to understand 
how this particular provision in the HJ09 statute could be con
sti rut ional. ' 

2. Ideas.s-Cnie of the leading: cases to declare ideas, in and of them
selves, not copyrightable is Eaker v. Seldea?" The Supreme Court 
held that accounting blanks in plaintiff's copyrighted book were not 
protected against unauthorized use. The object of the Constitution, 
said the Court, was the promotion of science and the encouragement 
of learning. It distinguished illustrations by saying that in illustra
tions form is the essence, that they are the product of genius, and that 
their production is for the pleasure of their observers.!" 

. On the basis of Baker v. Selden it has been held that systems of 
speedwriting 277 and shorthand 278 are not copyrightable. According to 
the court in the Brief English SY8terns case, the author of a shorthand 
writing: system has no property right in it, and the only copyrightable 
material, if any, is in the explanation of how to do it. 279 

• 

In like vein it was held that a system of indexes for filing letters 
was not copyrightable because copyright protects only those things 
printed. and published for information and not for use in themselves.'"? 
Two relatively recent cases held that charts used in connection with 
machines for recording temperature and pressure were not proper sub
jects of copyright. In the Taylor Instrument case the court said that 
although the lDOl) statute included plastic works it did not enlarge 
copyright and the field was still confined to the "writings of an 

272 R5 Stn t, 1075 (1909),17 U.S.C. § 1(1') (1952) . 
.,. 209 U,f;. at 14. 
.... Id. at 18. 
are 1111 U.S. 99 (1879). See also Regulations of the Copyright Ollice § 202.1 (b), 21 Fed. 

Reg. (Ion (19M).
"·lIut: see /Irightleu V. Littleton, 37 Ferl. lOR (C.C.E.D. Pa, 1888), In which the court 

granted cOP~'rlgbt protectlon to blank forms used for liquor !Ieense appltcattons, 
277 Brie] English Bystems, Inc. V. Owen, 48 F. 2d 1>55 (2d Cir.), cert. denied, 283 U.S. 858 

(1931 I . 
... Grigg. v, Perrin, 49 Fed. 15 (C.C.N,D.N.Y. 1892).
"'. Br'.'e! English Byxlenl., Inc. v. ()u)en, 48 F. 2d 555.556 (2d Ctr.) , cert, denied, 283 U.S. 

858 (1931 l. It I.' diftlcult to reconelle enses (IE'nylng com'rll(ht protectlon to shorthand 
and speedwrtttug sy.tems wltb those wblcb grant such protection to eodes, See Am.,·Iean 
Uott e tt». v. Rellxill!1r1', 2,~2 Fed. ~:!!l (2d elf Ill:!:!l, und RelR. v, NOt/Ollfll Qllotntlon Bllrenu, 
Ine., 2711 FE'd. 717 (S.D.N.Y. 1921). In the Rel.s ease JU/!gE' Learned Hand said: "Not 
all words communlcn te Illens; S(JlIlp are lIlere spontnueous I'jaeulatlons. Bome are USE'd for 
their sound ulone, 11kI' nllr.el·Y JIngles, or till' rhymes of children In their piny •••• There 
hns of late been prose wrttr-n. II vnw 1'(11)' "pns"I",,". hnt d".!luwd hy Its sound nJone to PI'O
dnce an emotion.•.. 1\11I"le I" not norrnnllr a representn tlve art, yet It Is II ·wrltlng.' ••• 
Works of plastto nrt nel'd not he ptcto rfn l. Tlw~' mo~' he merely patterns, or deslll'nR, lind 
yet the~' are wlthtn the stutute, A pnrtern or on ornamontat design deplets nothing; It 
wt'rely plellses th" eye. If such mOlI"I. or nulnttngs are 'wrltlng",' I can see no reason why
words should nut be such IJPclllIse tllI'y commuulcate nothtne, They mny have their uses 
for all thut, aesthetic or pructlcal, aull they may be the productions of h1t:h Ingenuity, or 
even genius.•. ." Id. II t 718. 

ISO Amberg Fil<J " lndelll 00. v. Shea Smith .c; 00., 82 Fed. 314 (7th cr-, 1897). 
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author." 281 It held the test was whether it was an object of explana
tion or of use, and if it did not teach or convey information, It was 
not copyrightable. In like vein the court held III Brown Instrument 
00. v. Warner 282 that a similar chart was not a "writing of an author" 
within the meaning of the Constitution since it did not convey the 
thought of the author, was not intended to communicate facts or Ideas, 
and was solely for use in making records of facts. 

In accord with the reasoning in the shorthand cases it was held 
that the system of "Bank Night" in theatres "being in no sense a writ
ing, could not be . . . [copyrighted] although plaintiff has expended 
time and money in originating and developing . . . [it]." 283 Like
wise, it has been held that a system for conducting races on roller 
skates was not a proper subject of copyright.i" ' 

Related to the question of the copyrightability of a system is a series 
of oases involving the rules of card games. In Whist Olub v. Foster 285 

the court stated that "in the conventional laws or rules of a game, as 
distinguished from the forms or modes of expression in which they 
may be stated, there can be no literary property susceptible of copy
right." The game or rules of "Acy-Ducy" were not copyrightable 
because the Copyright Act-
would be void if it went beyond granting monopolies (or exclusive franchises) 
to authors whose works "promote the progress of science and the useful arts." 
Obviously the Constitution does not authorize such a monopoly grant to one 
whose product lacks all creative originality.... 

Plaintiff therefore must lose unless he has shown that his work contains some 
SUbstantial, not merely trivial, originality [I]t is the form of expression 
and not the idea that Is copyrightable ... 

In RU88ell v, Northeastern Publishing 00. 281 the court held that a 
person can acquire no exclusive right "in the particular distribution 
of the fifty-two cards, in the problems of play, or the principles of 
contract bridge applicable to its solution." 288 

3. Names and Titles.-The leading case holding that a name or title 
is not the proper subject of copyright is Atlas Mfg. 00. v, Street &: 
Smith 289 decided in 1913. This involved the name of a literary work, 
"Nick Carter." The court stated: 

We are unwillingly, indirectly, to extend to writings a protection beyond that 
conferred by statute.... It is for Congress to say whether these limitations 
should be relaxed. . . . [This] Involves an attempt to make a monopoly of Ideas. 
instead of confining the application of the law "to a particular cognate and well
known form of production." '00 

Subsequently, a number of courts have held that titles cannot be copy
rirrhted, including not only titles to literary works and plays,291 but to 
"Bank Night" 292 and the name of a cartoon oharacter.v" The empha

281 Ta,/la" Inetrumenr C08. v. Posoteu-Broet 00., 139 F. 2d 98, 100 (7th Clr.), eert, denied, 
321 U.S. 785 (1943).

'""161 F. 2d 910 (D.C. Clr. 1947). 
'83 4 ffllfated P;.~trrpri.e8. Inc. v. Gru~er, 8(1 F. 2d 958.961 (1st Clr. 1936).2.' veueer v. Sun brock, 22 F. Supp, 621 (S.D. Cal. 1938) . 
... Whi8t Olub v. F08ter, 42 F. 2d 782 (S.D.N.Y. 1929). 
288 Ohffmherlain V. UriR Sale8 Corp., 150 F. 2d 512,512-13 (2d Clr. 1945).
281 7 F. Supn. 571 (D. Mass. 1934). 
2M T<1. at 572. 
... 204 Fed. 398 (8th Clr.), appeal dismisBed, 231 U.S. 348, cert, denied, 231 U.S. 755 

(1111:1). cert, rleuied, 232 U.S. 724 (1914). 
200 Jfl. at 406. 
201 Beeker v. LOew'B Inc., 133 F. 2d 889 (7th Clr. 1943). 'See also, Glaser v. St. Elmo 

f:ii7~:5 Fed. 276, 278 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 1909) ; Oorbett v, Purdy, 80 Fed. 901 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 

'01 A tyIliated EnterpriBeB, Inc. v. Rock-Ola Mfg. Oorp., 23 F. Supp. 3 (N.D. 111. 19'37) . 
... WilBon v. Hecht, 44 App. D.C. 33 (D.C. Clr. 1915). 
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sis in these cases is that copyright does not extend to the protection of 
an idea, which they conceive a title to be. However, as can be seen 
from the Atlas case, the courts do not seem to feel that Congress could 
not extend the word "writings" to cover titles.

4. Reports of Ourrent Events.-Another category of subjects ex
cluded from protection is reports of current events. As the Supreme 
Court stated in International News Servo V. The Associated Pross: 294 

the information respecting current events contained in the literary production
is not the creation of the writer, but, is a report of matters that ordinarily are 
publici juris . . • . [T]he framers of the Constitution [did not intend to] confer 
upon one who might happen to be the first to report a historic event the ex
clusive right for any period to spread the knowledge of it. 

In a well-reasoned case decided by the Seventh Circuit in 1902, Na
tional Tel. News 00. v. Western Union Tel. 00.,293 the court said that 
under the Constitution there is a "point where authorship proper ends, 
and mere annals begin.... [Writings which are mere notations] can
not bear the impress of individuality, and fail, therefore, to rise to the 
plane of authorship." In both of these cases the court concludes that 
news reports are unprotected, not because they are not "writings," 
which they clearly are in the familiar sense of the word, but because 
they lack distinctive creativity, labor of the brain, and particularly 
originality. Their emphasis is entirely on the fact that reports of 
current events lack the authorship required by the Constitution. Again 
it should be noted that the court is interpreting the words in the Con
stitution according to certain copyright principles rather than apply
ing its literal meaning. 

5. Dress Designs and Fabrics.-Before discussing the cases involv
ing dress and fabric designs, it is necessary to consider another series 
of cases involving the problem of infringement by a different medium. 
It will be remembered that in the cartoon cases of King Features 
Syndicate v. Fleischer 296 and Fleischer v. Freundlich 291 the question 
involved was the infringement of the cartoon characters by dolls pro
duced by the defendant. The court in the former case held that the 
essence of the cartoon was the concept of humor embodied in the car
toon and that the copyright law was intended to give protection to 
the creation of the form of a horse embodying the aspect of humor. 
Citing this case as authority the court held in Jones Bros. 00. V. 
Underkoffler 298 that a cemetery memorial produced by the defendant 
was an infringement of a design for the same memorial by the plaintiff 
who was engaged in the manufacturing and selling of cemetery me
morials. In this latter case the court held, on the ground of the Pelle
grini case, that the memorial was clearly an object of art upon which 
the labors of an artist were employed. It said the statute "has been 
held to afford protection to the copyrighted idea against infringement 
by manufacture in other media." 299 

It would certainly seem that on the basis of the protection given. 
the cartoons and the memorial, and the words used by the courts in 
stating that it was the conception of beauty, humor, and genius that 

"'248 US. 2111. 284 (1918).
"'119 Fed. 294, 297-~98 (7th Ctr. 19(2) . 
... 299 Fed. M8 (2d Clr. 1924).
"'73 F. 2d 276 (2d Cir. 11134)...oert, denIed, 294 U.S. 717 (19311).
"'16 F. SUPT.' 729 (M.D. Pa. 11,86). . 
.. Yd. at 73:. 'See also Bracken v. Rosenthal, 1111 Fed. 186 (C.C.N.D. Ill. 1907) (copy

righted sculpture Infringed by photograph thereof) : Falk v. 7'. P. ROlDell & 00., 37 Fed. 
202 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 18891 (copyrighted photograph protected from infrlDjfement by stamp
ing an lmitaUon on cha1l' 1I0ttoma and backl). 
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is protected, both dolls of cartoon characters and cemetery memorials 
are proper subjects of copyright. Whether as a practical matter they 
should be entitled to such protection is another issue; but certainly 
in the constitutional sense there would seem to be no prohibition. 

It is in this area of infringement in another medium, however" that a 
great deal of confusion has arisen. In Muller v. Triborouqli Bridge 
Authority 800 it was held, on the basis of Baker v. Selden, that a druw
ing showing a novel way to unsnarl traffic congestion was not ill
fringed by the use of the system. The court analogized plauit.iff's 
drawing to the shorthand cases 801 and said that the copyrightaLle ma
terial was found in the explanation of how to do it and not in the 
system itself. In a similar case, also relying on Balcer v. Selden, the 
United States Court of Claims held that plaintiff's design showing a 
ca~ouflage~ parachnte was not infringed hy the United Stutes ~:'hen it 
copied this Hlea.802 The court held that the only monopoly which the 
copyright gave the author was the exclusive right to reproduce the de
sign us an artistic figure. This latter' case may be ration
alized since it is not clear from the case whether the 
United States copied the plaintiff's designs or merely copied the 
idea of camouflaging parachutes. If it was the latter, the idea, 
as such, was not copyrightable.t'" In the llluller case, however, 
it is difficult to understand, assuming the Bridge Authority 
copied plaintiff's actual design for traffic separation, why the 
plaintiff's design was not protected from copying in the media of con
crete. The court made no mention of the word "writings," so it 
would seem that on the basis of the three-dimensional, the cartoon, and 
the Jones cases, this design for traffic separation, as well as other' archi
tectural designs, should be proper subjects of copyright in a consti
tut ionnl sense. They certainly meet the standards of intellectual con
ception, artistic genius, skill, labor, judgment, and originality set up 
by the conrts for holding other nonliterary things copyrightable. 

In similar fashion to the llluller and Fulmer cases the courts have 
held that wearing apparel is not copyrightable. In two cases decided 
in 1911 the courts stated that although pictorial illustrations in plain
tiff's catalogues of ladies' attire were clearly copyrightable (even 
though only a modest grade of art and made solely for advertising 
purposes), plaintiff had no monopoly in the manufacture and sale of 
the apparel depicted in the pictures.r" In a leading case on the sub
ject, Jaok Adelman, Ina. v. Sonmers &: Gordon, lno.,a°5 the court held 
that plaintiff's copyright of a drawing of a dress was not infringed by 
defendant's making and selling a dress copied from plaintiff's draw
ing. The decision of the court would seem indefensible today, par
ticularly in light of the previous discussion concerning three-dimen
sional objects and the minimum required standards of originality and 
artistic creativity. 

In the Adelman case the court said that the dress itself could hardly 
be classed as a work of art and filed in the Copyright Office. The 
drawing, not the dress, was the work of art and plaintiff had only 

.... 43 F. SIIPP. 298 (S.D.N.Y. 1042).

ao' Brie! Enflish Systems, Inc. v. Otoen, 48 F. 2d 111111 (2d Clr.), eert, denied, 283
 

U.S. 8118 (103 ); Griggs v. Perrin, 40 Fed. 111 (C.C.N.D.N.Y. 1802). 
80S Fulmer v. United Btutes, 103 F. Supp. 1021 (Ct. Cl. 1002) • 
... S~e text at notes 2711-88 supra. 
... National Oloak IE Suit 00. v. Standard Mall Order 00., 191 Fed. 1128 (C.C.S.D.N.Y.

19l1)' , . 
IOIll2 F. SIIPP. 187 (S.D.N.Y. 19114). SPe ntso Ohenell Bros. v. Dons Silk 00.,311 F. 2d 

279 (2d Clr. 1929). cert. denied, 281 U.S. 728 (1930). 
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the exclusive right to copy and reprint the drawings. It then dis
tinguished King Features Syndicate v. Fleischer on the ground that 
in that case form was the essence of the cartoon. However, the court 
did suggest that possibly Congress might enact a law to protect per
sons such as the plaintiff, as it did in response to the Apollo case. 
Apparently the court felt that since the National Cloak cases were de
cided in 1911 and Congress had still not acted to protect wearing 
apparel, it was not within the court's province to protect them."'" It 
seems clear from the absence of discussion and the assumption that 
Congress has the power to enact a law to protect such subjects, that 
the court saw no constitutional problem. Considering the three-di
mensional cases, the cartoon cases, J ones Br08. 00. v. Underkoffler, and 
sections 4 and 5 of the Copyright Act, there would seem to be no ob
jection to holding that wearing apparel are "writings." If a statuary 
can be considered a "writings," a dress certainly should be entitled. 
to the same consideration. It is difficult to see the distinction between 
the Adelman case and King Features Syndicate v. Fleischer. If a two
dimensional cartoon can be infringed by a three-dimensional toy, 
would not a two-dimensional drawmg of a dress be infringed by a 
three-dimensional dress.?" 

A court held that a dress pattern made to be stamped on dress goods 
or paper was not a work of art and therefore not copyrightable.80S 

This case was based on Rosenbach v. Dreyfus,809 where the court held 
cut-outs of balloons and baskets were not copyrightable because they 
were not pictorial illustrations or works connected with the fine arts, 
nor models or designs intended to be perfected as works of art. In 
neither of these cases was the Constitution mentioned; the courts sim
ply interpreted the statutory provisions covering works of art. 

A design used on fabrics and dresses was held to be copyrightable 
but still the creator of the design had no monopoly of the fabrics or 
dresses on which this design was printed.v? The court seemed to im
ply that if the copyright notice had been contained in each design on 
the fabric, the plaintiff might have been protected. This requirement 
of notice, however, effectually destroys protection for fabrics. This 
case is dependent upon and in accord with Dejonge & Co. v. Breuker 
& Keesler 00.,311 involving a painting intended to be used as a design 
for fancy paper for Christmas boxes. The Supreme Court held that 
the design alone was entitled to copyright protection because it was 
artistic in thought and execution and was a work of imagination con
taining artistic qualities. However, when the design was printed 
repeatedly onwrapping p.aper, the paper was.not protected ~ecll~se 
each design did not contam the copyright notice. The Constitution 
was not discussed and reasons other than the fact that these designs 
were not "writings" were given for denying copyright protection, 
The dress design cases are not consistent doctrinally with other de

... But see Deutsch v. Amohl, 98 F. 2d 686 (2d Clr. :1938) ; Amer-ican Mut08cope <£ Bio
graph Co. v. Etiiscn: Mfg. o»., 137 Fed. 262 (C.C.D.:'<.J;- 1903) ; Edi80ft v. l,n1lin, 122 Fed. 
240 (3<1 Cir, 1903) ; Met"o-Golrlwyn-Mayer Di8tributing Corp. v. Bijou Theatre 00., 3 F. 
SUIlP· 66 (D. :/III\.s. 19:13). In all these cases the courts indicated It Is posslhle to grunt
copyrtght protection to objects us "wrltlngs" and were not limIted to the expresl words of 
the stu tute. 

aer Likewise, If 8 de.ign for the Rushmore cemetery monument In Jones Bros., Inc. v. 
Unnerkottter, can be Infringed by a model of the memorial Itself. the same reasoning should 
apllly to dresses. 

~08 Kemp <£ Beatley, Inc. v. Hirsch, 34 F. 2d 291 (E.n.N.Y. 1929).
"°2 F,'d. 217 (S.D.N.Y.1880). 
3lG Vemey Corp. v, R08e Fabric Converters Corp., 87 F. Supp. 802 (S.D.N.Y. 1949).
au 23() U.S. 33 (1914). 
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cisions, but apparently the reason for this inconsistency is the c~urt'B 
hesitation to grant copyright protection prior to a congressional 
enactment; they are unwillmg to include them under section 4. But 
it is clear that If Congress did pass a statute including dress designs 
the courts would not declare the statute unconstitutional on the 
ground that these objects were not "writings." 

CONCLUSION 

From a review of the actions of the colonial legislatures, the Con
stitutional Convention, Congress, and the courts, it seems clear that 
the words "writings" and "authors" will no longer limit the subject 
matter which can be copyrighted, at least in so far as the "form" of 
the object is concerned. Only by a broad interpretation of the words 
"writings" and "authors" in terms of standards, such as originality 
and creativity, and in terms of purpose, such as promoting the prog
ress of the arts and sciences, can the action of both the courts and 
Congress be justified or rationalized in terms of the words contained 
in section 8. 

It seems reasonable to assume that no copyright statute passed by 
Congress allowing copyright protection to new forms of expression 
will be declared unconstitutional. This is so, despite the discussion in 
some cases that certain objects are not "writings' within the meaning 
of the Constitution. Congress seems to be free to include in a copy
right statute any object, conforming to the requirements of originality 
and creativity, without fear of judicial interference. 

The confusion created by the broad language of section 4 in the 
present act should be corrected. The courts should no longer be put 
m the position of denying protection to objects because of the prac
tical and policy considerations involved while having to speak in 
quasi-constitutional terms because the plain language of the statute 
expends the constitutional grant. Congress should specifically enu
merate the subjects it desires to cover and not attempt to project itself 
too far into the future. The hardship of temporary nakedness to 
new modes of communicating intellectual properties is overbalanced 
by the semantic difficulties in such projected attempts. Attempts to 
project coverage present two dangers at opposite poles-protection 
may be extended to subjects Congress did not specifically exempt and 
yet did not wish protected, or on the other extreme, the courts may 
flatly declare, a nonenumerated subject "unconstitutional" and thus 
establish a serious precedent. The history of copyright law has seen 
both the courts and Congress grant copyright protection as new forms 
of art or methods of reproduction were developed, with little concern 
~or the limitations that a literal interpretation of "writings" would 
Impose. 

It is suggested that the courts conform their words to their actions, 
thus elimmating any confusion about the power of Congress to grant 
copyright protection to objects which it determines should be covered, 
so long as they are in accord with basic copyright principles. This 
is the only approach which is consistent with the history of copyright 
protection and will insure wise action in the future. Practical con
siderations present the real problems as they have in the past and 
not the illusory consideration whether a particular object is literally 
a "writing" created by an "author." . 



STUDY NO.4
 

THE MORAL RIGHT OF THE AUTHOR
 

By WILLIAM STRAUSS
 

July 1959
 

109 





CONTENTS 

Page 
1. Theory and application of the doctrine of moral right in the European

copyright law	 _ 115
A. Thc theories of the moral right	 _ 115
B. The contents of the moral right	 _ 115 

1. The moral right in the Berne Convention _ 115 
2. The principal features of the moral right in the Berne

countries	 _ 116 
3. Other components of the moral right _ 120 
4. Inalienability of the moral right	 _ 123 
5. Transmission of the moral right to the author's heirs., 125 
6. Berne countries protecting the author's personal rights

outside the copyright law	 _ 126 
II. The moral right and the law of the United States	 _ 128 

1. The paternity right ,	 _ 128 
2. The right to the integrity of the work _	 Ui2
3. The right to create a work	 _ 135 
4. The right to publish or not to publish _	 136 
5. The right to withdraw the work from circulation _	 137 
6. The right to prevent excessive criticism _	 137 
7.	 The right to relief from any other violation of the author's 

138 
139III. Summary~~~s~~_a~~~~~~B_~~ ~ ================ .:========.:.:==.:== 

111 



..
 

.. 



PREFATORY NOTE 

An earlier version of this study was published in the American 
Journal of Comparative Law, Autumn 1955 issue, vol, 4, No.4, pp. 
506-538. The revised version printed herein includes some additional 
material reflecting more recent developments. The contents of the 
earlier version are incorporated herein with the courteous permission 
of the Board of Editors of the American Journal of Comparative 
Law. 

The COPYRIGHT OFFICE, 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 

113 

..
 

,
 



4
 

• 



THE MORAL RIGHT -OF THE AUTHOR
 

It is frequently said abroad that the "moral" right of the author, 
i.e., the right to safeguard his artistic reputation-as distinguished 
from the property aspects of his copyright-is not sufficiently pro
tected in the law of the United States. Even American lawyers have 
expressed this opinion.' The alleged nonexistence of protection of 
the author's moral right has been considered one of the principal 
obstacles to adherence by the United States to the Berne and Wash
ington Copyright Conventions, both of which contain provisions for 
the protection of the right of the author to claim authorship in his 
work and to prevent others from interfering with its integrity. In 
the following pages we shall compare the protection of the author's 
personality rights under the doctrme of moral right in the European 
law with the protection given the author's personal rights under our 
law. 

1.	 THEORY AND ApPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF MORAL RIGHT IN THE 
EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT LAW 

A. THE THEORIES OF THE MORAL RIGHT 

The theories on the moral right have been developed chiefly by 
French and German jurists. According to prevalent views, copy
right has two facets: the property rights which are objects of com
merce and which terminate after the period fixed by law; and the 
moral right which is inalienably attached to the person of the author 
and, depending- on the particular theory, mayor may not survive 
the property right aspects of the copyright.r The French, and to a 
lesser extent, the German courts have pioneered the application of 
the doctrine. Therefore, our study will be largely limited to an ex
amination of the doctrine in these countries. There are, however, 
several important member countries of the Berne Copyright Union 
which, under their domestic law, provide protection for the author's 
personal rights without benefit of the moral right doctrine. Their 
systems will also be discussed briefly. 

B. THE CONTENTS OF THE MORAL RIGHT 

1. The moral right in the Berne Conuention. 
Under Article 6bis of the Berne Convention in the Rome revision 

of 1928 the moral right has two components: the author's right of 

1 Ladas, The International Protection oj' Lltt!rary and Artistic Property 581 (1938);
Roeder, "The Doctrine of lIforal Right: A Study In the Law of Artists, Authors and Crea
tors," 53 Harv, L. Rev, (1940\ 51\4; KAt?, "The Doet-tno of ~Ioral Right and ..~merlcan 
Copyr!l:lit t.aw-a Proposal," 24 So. Calif. L. Rev. (1951) 315; (d., Copyright Protection 
of Architectural Plans, Drawings, and Designs, 19 School of LAW, Duke U., (1954) 224. 

• Under the "German" theory the property rights and the moral right terminate togetber
50 years after the death of the author; under the "French" theory the moral right lasts 
forever. 

111'; 
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paternity, and his right to the integrity of his work. Article 6bis of 
the Rome text reads as follows: 

(1) Independently of the author's copyright, and even after .transfer of the 
said copyright, the author shall have the right to claim authorship of the work, 
as well as the right to object to any distortion, mutilation, or other modification 
of the said work which would be prejudlelal to his honour or reputation. 

(2) The determination of the conditions under which these rights shall be 
exercised is reserved for the national legislation of the countries of the Union. 
The means of redress for safeguarding these rights shall be regulated by the 
legislation of the country where protection is claimed. 

At the Brussels conference for the revision of the Berne Convention, 
held in 1948, the language of paragraph '(1) of Article 6bis was 
broadened to prevent "any distortion, mutilation, or other alteration 
thereof or any other action in relation to the said work, which' would 
be prejudicial to the author's honour or reputation." 

Article 6bis of the Rome text provided for determination of the con
ditions and means of safeguarding the moral right by the member 
countries. Under the Brussels text this determination is left to the 
member countries only for the time after the author's death." How
ever, this ostensible change seems to be of limited effect, because the 
means of redress, i.e., the actual enforcement of the right, even during 
the author's life, is still governed by the laws of the member countries 
of the Union. As a consequence, protection of the moral right varies 
considerably from one member country to another. 
2. The principal. features of the moral right in the Berne countries 

General recognition has been accorded in the laws of the Berne 
countries to the two rights protected under the Berne Convention: 
(a) the paternity right, and (b) the right to the integrity of the work. 4 

(a) The paternity right.-The paternity right is held to consist of 
the author's right to be made known to the public as the creator of 
his work, to prevent others from usurping his work by naming another 
person as the author, and to prevent others from wrongfully attribut
mg to him a work he has not written," 

As to the first aspect of this right, it is said that the name of the 
author must appear on all copies as well as on advertising or other 
publicity for the work." By virtue of the second aspect the author 
may prevent plagiarism of hIS work.' The third aspect is said to pro
vide protection against false attribution of authorship, or against 
being named as the author of a work that has been mutilated." 

• Art. 6bis (2). Art. 6b£s (3), Brussels text, concerns the moral right during the author's 
lifetime: 

"The means of redress for safeguarding the rights granted by this Article shall be ... 
governed by the legislation of the Country where protection Is claimed." 

• Application of the terminology of the moral right doctrine In copyright statutes does 
not much antedate the Rome revision of the Berne Convention. In the copyright laws 
passed prior to 1928, the moral right Is protected as such only In the Portuguese law 
of 1927. Other laws have dispersed provisions which are applicable to various com
ponents of the moral right or, as the Swiss Law (Art. 44), refer protection to general 
statutes. 

6 Mlchaelhles-Nouaros. Le Droit Moral de L'Auteur (1935) 204,205; Ulmer, Urheber- und 
Verlagsrecht (1951) 196; Desbots, Le Droit D'Auteur (1950) No. 591, would not Include 
In the moral right the right to prevent wrongful attribution of authorship. He states 
that this rlgbt Is Inherent In any person, and bas nothing to do with a work or copyright
therein. 

• Poulllet, Proprl~t4! Lltt4!ralre et Artlstlque (1908) No. 216, 317Ms; Mlchaelldes
Nouaros, op. cit. supra, at 143; Runge. Urheber- und Verlagsrecht (1948) 219. 

• Poulllet, op. cit. supra, No. 507; Mlchaelldes-Nouaros, 01'. cit. supra, at 212; Runge,
np. cit. supra, at 59 ; Ulmer, 01'. cit. supra, at 160. 

• Mlchaelldes-Nounros, op. cit. supra, at 214; Runge. 01'. cit. SUPI'O. At 59; Ulmer, on. cit . 
•"pro. At 1116. 197 dl.Pll"sl'S only the first lind ""rond rtgb t s, 
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The French copyright law of 1957 9 provides in Article 6 as follows: 
The author shall enjoy the right to respect for his name, his authorship, and 

his work. This right shall be attached to his person. 
It shall be perpetual, inalienable and imprescriptible. 
It may be transmitted mortis causa to the heirs of the author. 
The exercise of this right may be conferred on a third person by testamentary 

provisions. 

Since this law did not become effective until one year after its 
promulgation, no cases decided under it are available at this time. 
The cases in which decisions were recently handed down by the 
French courts were pending when the new law took effect, and the 
previous French copyright law was applied to them. As far as the 
moral right is concerned, it may be said that Article 6 of the copy
right law of 1957 is a codification of the theories on moral right ex
pressed by the courts, and supplies no substantive changes. The 
French courts had extended the scope of the paternity right by hold
ing that an author's name must appear in the work without change 
even after sale of the work 10 unless the author has consented to such 
change.P and that, in the case of several authors, all names must 
appear." A work may not be published anonymously unless the 
author so stipulates in the contract.'! False attribution of authorship 
has been condemned under the general rules of law." An author has 
also been held entitled to prevent the affixing of his name to a dis
figured work." 

• Law No. 57-296 on Literary and Artistic Property ("Journal Official" March 14,
1957, [0. 2723 and April 19, 1957, p. 4143) entered Into force March 11, 1958 (cf. Art. 79. 
first par.) , English transl. In CLTW, Suppl. 1~58.-.Prlor to the passing or this law. 
the French cup;vrlght laws dating In substance trom 1791 and 1793 had no provision 
on the moral right except for protection of an author's name under the Law for the 
Prevention of Frauds of Artistic Works of Feb. 9, 1895. The false use of an artist's 
name has recently been protected under this law In a civil action; Leroy v. Didier, Netter 
and Ferrand, Ct. App. Paris, Feb. 25, 1958. Gazette du Palata [hereinafter G1z. Pal.]
May 24-27.1908. 

This provision and related provisions of the new French copyright law are discussed 
by Desbols, Le Droit Moral, XIX Revue Internatlonale du Droit d'Auteur (April 1958)
121.
 

,. Civil Tribunal Seine [hereinafter Clv. Trill. Seine], March 12, 1836 In PoullIet, op. cit.
 
supra, No. 512; later cases In Mlchaelides-Nouaros, op. cit. 8upra, at 143. 

11 Clv. 'I'rfh, Seine, August 7, 1868, Le Droit, August 9, 1868; Clv. Trlb. Seine, December 
17, 1838, Gazette des Trlbunaux [hereinafter Gaz; Trib.] December 18, 1838; Clv. Trlb. 
Seine, December 31, 1845 and December 31, 1868, Huard et Mack, Repertoire No. 1362; 
Civ. Trib. Seine, November 13, 1900, Poulllet, op, cit. supra, No. 316biB; Civ. Trib. 'Seine, 
December 29, 1896, Patallle [hereinafter Pat.] 1897, 126; see also Droit d'Auteur [here
inafter D.A.] 1931.124. 

12 Fleg v, Gaumont, Clv. Trlb. Seine, Feb. 20, 1922, Gaz. Trill. 1922.2.282; Marquet v,
Lehmann, Clv. ~'rlb. Seine, July 12, 1923, Gaz. Trib. 1923.2.271. In Poulallier called 
"Bernard Frank" v. Bernhard Frank, Clv. Trlb. Seine, Dec. 7, 1905, Gaz. Pal. March 7, 
1906, D.A. 1957, 29, 219, the court held that awrtter who had chosen a pseudonym and 
became well known under that pseudonym, could not prevent a young less well known 
writer from using his real name as author of bis publications. See also; Lettre de 
France, D.A. 1959, 30. In Fernona Leger v, Reunion des theatres Zyriques nationaulll, 
Clv, Trill. Seine, Oct. 16, 1904. VI Revue Internatlonale du Droit d'Auteur (Jan. 1905)
146, a stage designer sued for violation of his moral right because the design of a 
scene created by him had been omitted since the scene was dropped from the opera.
Complainant demanded that all his costumes and stage designs be used In the opera, that 
defendant pay two million francs In damages and that the judgment be published. The 
court held that Leger was not a coauthor and had no right to demand changes In the 
opera. However, his moral right was held affected by leaving out his designs without his 
consent and he was awarded 10,000 francs in damages. The defendants further had to 
announce in all programs, posters, etc.. that Leger was the author of the costumes and stage
designs and that the design of the particular scene omitted was not shown because the 
same had been cut from the opera.

L' Civ. Trib. Seine, June 2, 1904, Gaz, Trib. Aug. 25, 1904. 
14 Clv. Trib. Montpelller, Dec. 6, 1912; Ctv, Trib. Seine, June 15, 1883, Mlchael1des

Nouaros, op, cit. supra, at 214; Cour de Paris [Court of Appeals, hereinafter Ct. App.
Par'is ] , March 20, 1826, Recuell Perlodlque Sirey [hereinafter S.] 1827.2.151>. 

10 Merson v, Ban.que de France, Clv. Trlb. Seine, May 28, 1930, Ct. App. Paris, March 
12, 1936, Recuell helJdomadalre de jurisprudence Dalloz [hereinafter D.H.] 1936.2.246. 

46H9-60--9 
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The German copyright law grants fairly inclusive statutory protec
tion of the paternity right. The name of an author may not be omit
ted from his work unless he has consented thereto, or unless he cannot 
in good faith raise objections to its omission (e.g. in the case of cer
tain contributions to newspapers)." An artist's name may be affixed 
to his work by another person only with the artist's permission. No 
one may quote from another person's work without indicating the 
source." 

(b) The right to the integrity 01 the work.-The author has the 
right to have the integrity of his work respected, i.e., he may prevent 
all deformations of it. 1s By virtue of this right the author is also 
deemed to be entitled to make changes in the work or to authorize 
others to do SO.19 

The exercise of the moral right as defined in Article 6 of the French 
copyright law of 1957 depends, to a large measure, on the method of 
publication used. Thus, If the work is published by a direct method 
of reproduction such as printing, the publisher, according to Article 
56 of the law, must manufacture the edition in the form agreed to 
in the contract and may not modify the work in any way without the 
author's written consent. The same obligation of faithful reproduc
tion presumably applies to a performance of a musical or dramatic 
work. However, if a work is to be adapted to a different medium, 
some flexibility must be allowed and, since the new copyright law 
does not expressly provide otherwise, it would seem that the ration
ale of the court decisions on this question would continue to be valid, 
namely, that changes necessitated by the new medium are permis
sible," 

In several instances the law circumscribes the exercise of the moral 
right in order to prevent abuses by an author. Thus, Article 10 pro
vides that co-authors of a work of collaboration must exercise their 
rights by common accord and if they cannot agree, the question will 
be decided by the courts. Even more specifically, Article 16 limits 
the moral right in a contribution to a motion picture to the completed 

te Copyright Law In Literary and Musical Works of June 19, 1901 [hereinafter LUG]

I 9; Copyright Law in Works of Art and Photographs of Jan. 9, 1907 [hereinafter KUG].

The Oberlandesgerlcht [hereinafter Ct. App.] Cologne Oct. 14. 1952, Gewerbl1cher Reehts

schultz und Urheberrecht [hereinafter GRUR] 1953, 499, held that a newspaper reporter

usuaUJ' has no paternity right In his contributions.
 

I' LUG § 18. The Clvll Division of the German Supreme Court decided In 110 Entschei

dungen des Reichsgerichts in Zivllsachen [hereinafter RGZ] 393, April 8, 1925, that an 
architect was permitted to amx his name to a restaurant installation which he had 
created in the employ of another. However, the court was doubtful whether affixing the 
address of the architect was not misleading to the point of being unfair competition. 

,. Michael1des-Nouaros, op. cit. Bupra, note 5, at 219; Ulmer, 01'. cit. Bupra, nste 0, at 
197. 

:19 Mlehaelldes-Nouaros, op. cit. Bupra, 96. 241; MIttelstaedt, "Droit Moral 1m Deutschen 
Urheberrecht," GRU,R 1Q13, 87; Mueller, Bemerkungen Uber das UrheberperslinUchkeits
recht, Archlv fUr Urheber-FUm- und Theaterrecht 1928 (hereinafter UFITA] 366. See 
infra note 34. 

iThe recent case of SocMU deB FUm Roger RicheM v. SocUM Roy Emport Filma et 
OhOh'lle Ohaplln, Civ. Trib. Seine, Feb. 15, 1958, Gaz. Pal., June 7-10, 1958, Involved pro
tection of the moral right under the French law and under the Universal Copyright Con
ventlon. Charlie Chaplin's silent film "The Kid" was shown In France with the addition 
()f a musteal accompaniment and uf subtttles which had not been approved by the author. 
Held, that Chaplin as author was entitled to the protection of his moral right (Le.,
Integrity of the work and respect of his name) under the French law since he en.Joyed 
nattonat treatment In France by Virtue of Article 2 of the Universal Copyright Convention. 

In Thiriet, Van ParYB and Henri JeanBon v. Societe "Le Fanal", Jarre and SocMte 
"Filma Ariane", Clv. Trib. Seine, Feb. 8, 1957, XV Revue Internatlonale du Droit d'Auteur 
(A;pril 19,57) 144, phonograph records had been made from the tIlm muste without permis
sion from all the authors, and with other unauthorized changes. Held, that there was 
injury to the moral right of the authors: defendants had to pay damages and the records 
had to be destroyed. But see: Roger-Ferdinand, L'all'aire Carmen Jones, VIn Revue 
Internatlonale du Droit d'Auteur (July 195(;) 3, dealing with the tlIm "Carmen Jones" 
adapted from the opera "Carmen" by Bizet. 

.. See Desbois, loc. cit. supra note 9; see also note 48. 
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motion picture unless Article 1382 of the Civil Code is applicable 
against a person by whose fault the completion of the film was pre
vented." As a possible further limitation, Article 15 provides that, if 
any author refuses or is unable to complete his contribution, he must 
permit the use of his contribution insofar as it is in existence. 

The French courts have held that the user of a work by way of 
reproduction or performance must adhere strictly to the form and 
contents given the work by the author." It is said that the publisher 
and theatrical producer VIOlate their obligation if they make changes 
without the author's consent; that they have undertaken to make the 
work public in the form in which it has been submitted to them and 
could have refused to do so if they had been of the opinion that the 
work needed changes," 

The German copyright statutes provide, and the courts have held, 
that the assignee of a copyright usually cannot, without the author's 
permission, make changes in the work, Its title, or in the author state
ment." 

.. Article 1382 of the French Civil Code provides: "Any action that causes damage 
to another makes the tort feasor liable for damages." Actions for violation of the moral 
right are more often brought in tort than In contract. However, the author must prove
damages to a legitimate interest, violation of a duty and Intent. Code Civil (Danos ed. 
1946) notes to 1382, 1383. 

"In Merson v. Banque de Ertmce, D.H. 1936.2.246, the Court of Appeals In Paris held 
that the copyright permits the artist to demand respect for his work even after assign
ment, and to keep the Integrity and every detail of form Intact. In Ohaliapine v. USSR 
and Bremer, Ct. App. Paris, July 28, 1932, Recueil Periodlque Mensuel Dalloz [herein
after D.P.] 1934.2.139 the court said: Every author has a moral right in his work, and 
this must be recognized by the courts In all countries. The author has the right to 
prevent that his work be altered or mutilated in form or In spirit. Accord: Commercial 
Tribunal [hereinafter Com. Trlb.] Seine, Aug. 22, 1845, 'So 1845.2.459; Cit. Bordeaux, 
Aug. 24, 1863, 'So 1864.2.194; Com. Trib. Seine, March 11, 1911, D.A. 1912, 141; Clv. 
Trlb. 'Seine, Dec. 31, 1924, D.H. 1925. 35; Clv. Trib. Seine, Dec. 22, 1926, D.H. 1927. 125; 
Ct. App. Paris, Feb. 13, 1930, Annales de Droit Commercial [hereinafter ANN.] 1931. 369. 

In Jame« v. Boumet anlt Hachette Publi8her8, Civ. Trlb. Seine, December 31, 1924, 
D.H. 1925.2.54. plalntlfl' had permitted defendant B. to reproduce, In a school reader,
 
certain extracts from his stories. B. without permission, made considerable changes,

Held, that If B. wanted to Include plalntUr's stories he should have respected the thoughts

of the author and not distorted them. 

In Benoit-Levy v. Soc. de prod. et emploit. du film "La Mort du Oygne" and Oinema 
Pereire Palace, the film "La Mort du Cygne" was presented in a cut version. Held, that, 
although the author had assigned performance rights, he had retained his moral right.
The Paris Court of Appeals, atllrmlng;.. decided the Issue on a breach of contract basis. 
ci-, Trlb. Seine, Oct. 24, 1941, af!'d. oe, AEP• Paris, May 5, 1942, D.A. 1943, 80. (The
lower court did not refer to the contractual cause.) 

In Prevert and Oarne v. S.N. Paine Oinema, Clv, Trlb. Seine, April 7, 1949, Gaz. Pal., 
May 11, 1949, D.A. 1950, 70, a film was also cut without permission. Held, that the 
authors were entitled to 100,000 frs. damages each for violation of the moral right, but 
owed the producer 50,000 francs each In damages for. unauthorized seizure of the film. 
(Copyright having been assigned, there was no Infringement, and, therefore, no justifica
tion for seizure.) 

In Blanchar, Honegger and Zimmer v, Soc. Gaumont, Gaz. Pal. July 22, 1950, Ct. App.. 
Paris, atllrmlng C1v. Trlb. Seine, April 6, 1949, Gaz. Pal. May 21, 1949, the court held 
that cutting a film without permission by the 111m authors constituted a breach of con
tract. The court negatived the presumption of a tacit advance waiver of the moral right.

In S.A. le8 GtmeaulD v. Preuert and Grimault, Gaz, Pal. May 23, 1953, D.A. 1953. 133. 
1954, 39. modified and af!'d, Ct. App. Paris, April 18, 1956, D.A. 1957, 30, 31, two of 
the authors of a motion picture complained that the other authors of the animated design
film had violated plalntill"s moral right, and they wanted the film withdrawn from ex
hlb1t1on. Held that the two authors had an Inalienable moral right but that this right 
was limited by the rights of other collaborators; that withdrawing the film would In 
efl'ect obliterate the moral right which the complainants wished to protect· that the film 
should be shown, but the receipts Impounded until the matter had been decided on the
merits. 

.. Desbofs, op. cit. 8upra, note 5, No. 594. 

.. Section 9, LUG; § 12, KUG. In 119 RGZ 401, .Tan. 14, 1928, the German Supreme
Court held that a publisher could not Intersperse a contribution to a periodical wltb 
criticism of the author's work, and thus distort the sense of the article. Held to be a
breach of contract. 

The classic German case on this poIn t is the "Rocky Island with 'Sirens" case, 711 RGZ 
397, June 8, 1912. Defendant had commissioned pIainti1f to paint a mural In tbe stair 
way of his home, but after completion of the work defendant disliked the naked sirens 
and had them overpalnted so that they appeared dressed. Held, that an artist has the 
right to present his work to the public In its original form. While the vendee has the 
right to s~l1 or destroy the work, he has no right to change it. In so doing, he Invades 
the artist s copyright which protects the work against unauthorized changes. 

Accord: 125 RGZ, 174, July 3, 1929; 1 FR (Fed. 'Supr Ct West Germany) 125/52Oct. 20,1953, GRUR, 1954, 80. . ., , 



120 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

$. Other components of the 17W7'al right 
Some other components have also been claimed as part of the moral 

right: (a) the right to create a work; (b) the right to publish a w?rk; 
(c) the right to withdraw a published work from sale; (d) the right 
to prevent "excessive" criticism of a work; and (e) the right to pre
vent any other violation of the author's personality." .. 

(a) The right to create a work.-The right to create a work IS said 
to become part of the moral right when the author, having contracted 
with a user to create and deliver a work, is unwilling to do so. The 
effect of such a contract is said to depend on the moral right because 
creation is closely related to the personal and moral interests of the 
author, his honor and his reputation. An author could not be forced 
to create and publish a work against his will. His refusal to create 
the promised work, however, makes him liable for damages." 

The French courts have frequently refused to decree specific per
formance (but have awarded damages for breach of contract) where 
a work has not been delivered to the client; and, according to most 
text writers, such decisions are based on the author's moral right." 
In Germany the same result is reached under general contract prin
ciples but is not considered to bebased on the moral right." 

(b) The right to publish or not to publish a work.-The right to 
publish a work or to keep it secret is said to be as natural and mcon
testable as the right to create. It consists of the right of the creator 
independently to decide when and how to communicate his work to the 
public." 

Article 19 of the French copyrightIaw of 1957 provides that t~e 
author alone has the right to divulge hIS work, and after hIS death hIS 
executors, if any, and after their death, or if the author willed other
wise, the persons named in Article 19 have such right. Although 

II These are said to be components of the moral right under the dualist or "classical" 
(French) theory. For other systems see: Smoschewer, UFITA 1930,349: Mueller, UFITA 
1929,267. 

.. Michaelides-Nouaros, 01'. "U. supra, note 5, at 185, 186. 
ST The standard case cited on this point is WMstler v. Eden, Clv. Trlb. Seine, March 20,

1895, D.H. 1898.2.465; Ct. App., Paris, Dec. 2, 1897, S. 1900.2.201; Supr. Ct. March 14, 
1900, S. 1900.1.489, James McNe1ll Whistler has undertaken to paint Lady Eden's portrait
for a fee of 100 to 150 guineas. Lord Eden sent a fee of 100 guineas. Whistler declared the 
fee Insufficient but he cashed the check. The lower court held the contract valid and ordered 
Whistler-who meanwhile had overpainted Lady Eden's face In the plcture--to restore the 
work to the statuB quo ante and deliver It to Lord Eden, or to pay ten francs penalty for 
every day of delay and to return the fee plus II percent Interest and pay 1000 francs 
damages.

On appeal by Whistler, the Paris Court of Appeals held that this was an executory con
tract and that Eden, because the painting had never been delivered, had not acquired title 
to It. Therefore, the artist could not be forced to restore or part with the painting which he 
had "maliciously changed." However, Whistler was enjoined from otherwise using the 
painting, had to return the fee plus interest, and was held liable for the damages
previously Imposed hy the lower court. The French Supreme Court affirmed the decision 
of the Court of Appeals. The case note in Dalioz (1900.1.489 at 490) criticized the decision 
as against contract rules. 

In Boumot-Rebet v. Davolne, elv. Trlb. Charolles, March 4, 1949, D.A. 1950, 83, the 
court held that an artist need not deliver a bust which seemed to him untlnlshed and 
unsatisfactory. However, while an artist may justly be jealous of his Independence he, like 
anyone else, must respect contracts. 

Plaisant, "Le Proprl6t6 Lltt6ralre et Artlstlque," Extralt du Jurls-Classeur Civil 
Annexes (1954), fasc. 8, No. 35 says: It seems that an author who refuses without justl.
tlcatlon to transfer title in the work and to deliver it after It has been completed, may 
be forced to give speelfle performance. To this statement Professor Escarl'a remarks In 
the foreword to Mr. Plaisant's work: 

Mr. Plaisant Insists that the moral right be subject to the control of the courts in order 
to prevent abuse of the right. He [Plaisant] also Insists that sometimes the author 
should have to give speclftc performance.••• 'rhese views which reflect recent tendencies 
of the courts ... are open to question. Acceptable In alHttracto they tend to weaken 
the basic value of the French doctrine of copyright, namely the preeminence and In. 
frangibility of the moral right, and this at a time where this doctrine Is subject to 
manyattacks. 

.. Ulmer, op. ott: supra, note 5, at 191. 

.. Michaelldes-Nouaros, 01'. oft. supra, note 5, at 187. 
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there is no provision that the right to divulge a work is a perpetual 
right, Article 19 further provides that it may be exercised after the 
expiration of the copyright.30 . '• 

In France, the right to publish has often been tied up with the right 
to create, and the writers cite the same decisions in support of both 
rights. German writers generally do not consider the right to publish 
as part of the moral right.? Decisions of the German courts on this 
point are based on the Law governing publishing contracts and on the 
general contract provisions of the Civil Code." . 

(0) The right to withdraw the work from sale.-The basis for the 
right to withdraw a work from the market after it has been published 
is rather dubious. The usual argument advanced is that, where the 

.. Article 29 of the French copyright law of 1957 provides that the copyright is 
Independent of property rights in the material object, but that the author or his succes
sors to the copyright are not entitled to require the proprietor of the material object to 
place this object at their dtsposal for the exercise of the copyright. However, if the 
proprietor of the object manifestly abuses his property rights to prevent publication of 
the work, the courts may force him to permit publication. The proprietor of the object, 
on the other hand, has no right of publication. The exploitation right In posthumous
works belongs to the successors of the author If disclosed within fifty years from the 
author's death; and only If the disclosure Is made after that time, the exploitation
rights belong to the proprietors of the work who ell'ect publtcatlon or cause It to be 
effected (Art. 23).

In Anatole France v. Lemerre, Clv. Trib. Seine, Dec. 4, 1911, Pat. 1912.1.98, It was held 
that, as the publisher had not pubUshed the manuscript for twenty-live years, the author 
could not be compelled to damage his reputation by permitting publtcatton of an obsolete 
work of his. The case turned on the point that the delay was unreasonable. The Com. 
Trlb. Seine, Dec. 8, 1925, In Worm8er v. Biardot (reported in 2 Olagnler, Le Droit d'Auteur 
32 (1934» held that three years' delay was excessive. In Raynal v. Bloch, Ct. App.
Paris, Apr. 26, 1938, S. 1939.2.17, the author had transferred translation and performance
rlgbts; a delay of 4 years, untl1 tbe last performance took place, was not held excessive. 

In Rouault v , Vollard Heir«, Clv. Trlb. Seine, July 10, 1946, D.A. 1946, 107, the hetrs of 
Vollard, Rcuaurt's dealer, had taken possession of a large number of paintings which 
Rouault claimed were unfinished. Held, that the painter retained all rights In bls works 
and could complete, change, or destroy them. 

The decision was adversely commented on by D.A. 1946, 121, 122, as going much too far 
In upholding the moral right:

"The court was misled Into holding that Intellectual works are outside the ordinary law 
and above any contract. There are no two dltl'erent standards of laws, one for artists, 
and the other for ordinary human beings. The expression [that] 'despite any contract 
the right Is inalienable,' is outdated and, In any case, too general. The theory of a rlgbt In 
the personality has consequences which appear more and more dangerous. Let us hope
that the decision in the Rouault case wlll not make the moral right the basis of error or 
wblm, and that It will not be Invoked In the face of a contract freely entered Into." 

The Court of Appeals in Paris conlirmed the lower court in the Rouault case (March 19, 
1947, Ga s. Pal. April 26, 1947), but Insisted to a greater extent on contract interpretation,
and played down the moral right. See comments by Desbols, op. cit. supra, note 5, No. 541. 

In Dame Oanal v. Jamin, Civ. Trlb. Seine, April 1, 1936, D.H. 1936.262, Ct. App. Paris, 
Feb. 28J 1938, D.A. 1938{ 73, rev'd on other points, French Supreme ce., May I, 1945, 
D.A. 19'16, 10. the court sa d : 

"The concept and execution of literary and musical works are solely a product of the per
sonal Intellect; sucb works are the expression of the author's genius and part of his per
sonality. The author Is sole master of his thought and controls the conditions and the 
exten t to which he wants to disclose them. He is, therefore, sole judge to decide whether or 
not. when, under what condition, his work should be published, and to what atent such 
publication should take place."

In the case of Rosa Bonheur, Ct. App., Paris, July 4, 1865, Pat. 1866.385, the artist's 
refusal to execute and deliver a painting made her Hable to damages for breach of contract. 
The main dltl'erence between the Bonheur case and later cases seems to be that at the time 
of the Bonbeur case nobody thought of the moral right.

Desbols. op, cit. 8upra, note 5, at 548: Micbael1des-Nouaros, op. cit. 8upra, note 5, at 188. 
In Oonsorts Bouiers v. Coneorts Bonnard, XIV Revue Internationale du Droit d'Auteur 

(Jan. 1957) 207, the French Supreme Court held that even unfinished artistic works were 
part of the community property between spouses with the result that the right of the 
artist to withdraw his work would terminate with partition of the community property.
This result bas been said to amount to a confirmation of the moral right by the court but 
at the same time to a withdrawal of all its. efficiency. Garson, L'arret Bonnard et Ia 
proprlH~ arttsttque, XV Revue Internatlonale du Droit d' Auteur (April 1957) 37. See also 
D.A. 1957. 214. 'I'hts problem Is treated In Article 25 of the copyright law of 1957 which 
provides that the right to disclose a work, to fix the conditions of the exploitation and to 
defend Its Intezrtty belong to the spouse who is the author or to whom such rights have 
heen transferred. Ree atso : Hauert, ContrMe et lImites du droit moral de l'artlste, XXIII 
Revue Internatlonale du Droit d'Auteur (April 1959) 51. 

at Ulmer, op: cit. 8upra, note 5. at 187, 191; Runge, op. cit. supra, note 5, at 556. The 
new German draft copyright law (§ 17) considers tbe right to pubBsh one of the most 
Important Ingredients of the moral right (Report, pub. by the Ministry of Justice, Mar. 
15. 1954, p, 107) . 

.. ThUS, 79 RGZ 1,56; 110 RGZ 275. 112 RGZ li73; 11(1 RGZ 858; Supr. Ct., Oct. 115, 1930, 
UFITA 1930, 6133. 
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author has undergone a change of conviction or where', in the light of 
subsequent developments the work has become obsolete, he cannot be 
expected to permit further distribution." 

Article 32 of the French copyright law of 1957 gives the author the 
right to correct or retract his work. However, he cannot exercise this 
right except by indemnifying in advance the transferee of the exploi
tation rights for the loss that the correction of retraction may cause. 
If an author were to exercise this right after publication of Ins work, 
the cost of this indemnification may well render this right nugatory." 

(d) The right to pr:e'!J~nt eeoessioe oritioism.-"Excessive" crit~CIs~ 
has been defined as criticism made solely for the purpose of vexation." 
It is, however, conceded by all writers that reasonable criticism must 
be free, no matter how severely it may condemn a work." 

It has been said that this right represents a new application of the 
right to the integrity of a work, and that, in France, it may be de
fended by invoking the law of July 29,1881, as amended by the law of 
September 29, 1919.87 However, under that law anyone, not just an 

.. Michaelldes-Nouaros, op. cit. 8upra, note 5, at 277 ; Ulmer, op. cit. 8upra, note 5, at 275. 
Against the right: Plaisant, 8upra, note 27, No. 47. 

It seems that the cases brought forward in support of the right of withdrawal after 
pUblication in France did not support this thesis. They are: 

Whi8tler v. Eden, D. H. 1898.2.465, S. 1900.2.201, 8-1900.1.489, supra, note 27. In that 
case the work was not pUblished, or even deUvered. 

Oamoin v. Oarco D.P. 1928.2.89, Gaz. Pal. 1931.1.678. In that case the painter Camoin 
had torn up and discarded several of his paintings. Someone found and' reassembled the 
canvasses, and sold them. Held.. the painter could prevent such unauthorized publication.

Dame O(n.qtlfn v. Leoooq. B. 111100.2.122. This case turned on the question whether the 
property rights inherent in a copyright were community property between spouses. Held in 
the atllrmative, but that the author-spouse retained his right to change the works or even 
"suppress" them, except where he did 80 only to annoy his ex-spouse. 

Dame Oanal v, Jamin, 8upra, note 30. Held, that prior to publication the author is the 
sole judge whether he wants to pubUsh his work. 

In Germany:
After pubUcation the author has no right ot reclssion, but may buy back at the whole

sale price whatever copies the publisher has in stock. The author need have no reason, 
connected with the moral right or other, to do so. 

•• Desbols, lac. cit. 8upra, note 9, says: This means tha t in many circumstances the right
which he is ol'tered will vanish Uke a mirage: his means may not allow him to face such 
payment of damages even on a modest basis. Furthermore, the law is careful to prevent
that scruples and remorse serve as a pretext for regrets quite d11'tlll'ent from a soul search
ing: the author cannot have recourse to the right of withdrawal In order to make a more 
advantageous contract than the one he had concluded betore, since Article 32, par. 2,
provides that if he regrets having exercised the right of withdrawal, he must ol'ter first 
choice to his contract partner under the previous conditions. Finally, while he may
rescind his contract, the injury caused thereby is mitigated since} far from having the 
rlght to go back on his word even for the purest ot motives, all he nas is an option either 
to overcome his scruples and fuUUI his contract or to pay ol't his previous obUgatlon in 
money and thereby repurchase his freedom. 

Under Article 142 of the italian copyright law an author may withdraw his work for 
reasons of the moral right. However, he must notify the Minister of Public Culture who 
in turn must give pubUc notice of the author's intent. Also, the author must idemnify
all persons who have acquired rights in connection with the reproduction, distribution or 
performance of the work. 

Article 33 of the German draft copyright law grants the right of withdrawal if the 
transferee of the right to use the work does not properly exercise this right. No moral 
right seems to be involved here. Apart from various conditions which must be fulfilled 
before the right may be exercised, the author must pay equitable damages to all concerned. 

Under all these laws the "right to withdraw a work is DlA!rely the possibl11ty granted by
the law, for various reasons, of rescinding a contract and paying damages therefor." 

.. MichaeUde&-Nouaros, op. cit. supra, note 5, at 287, considers the right to preveIit such 
excessive criticism part of the moral right. On the other hand, UIJlM!r, op. cit. supra, note 
5, at 1188, 189, says: Critigue must be free.• Even malicious critique, in my opinion, is no 
violation of the droit moraf 

Ulmer criticises the Pol1sh copyright law of 1926 which protects (Art. 118) the author in 
cases of knowingly false criticism. He says, at 189: A defense against knowingly false 
criticism is feasible under the general rules of law. It seems objectionable to relate such a 
defense to copyright. The theory that the author should have against the critic a right to 
the respect of his work would lead to the unacceptable result of very extensive control of 
criticism by the courts. 

so So held in France: Bor(l() v. Poneigh Civ. Trib. Seine, Jan. 6, 19a2, Pat. 1922, 256. 
Benoit v. Rutfler, Civ. Trlb. SeineJ July 23, 1,921, Pat. 1921.800. The Court of Appeals ot 
Paris held In Abragam and Fretlo", Union 01 OritlC8 v. Solan6, D.A. 1954, 37, that criticism 
of literary, musical or dramatic works is in the pubUc interest and must be free. The 
writer, musician or actor must accept blame as well as praise, even where the criticism is 
against him personally aB long a8 it remains within the frame o-f his work or performance. 

a1Michaelide&-Nouaros, op. cit. 8upra, note II, at 286 6t 861]. 
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author, has the right to reply in the same medium to any personal 
attack made upon him in a newspaper or periodical.

In Germany protection is afforded by the law of libel and slander." 
(e) The right to relief from any other violation of the author's 

personality.-This right is asserted to provide protection of the au
thor's special personality. Any act is said to be prohibited that hurts 
the special personality of the author, i.e., his professional standing. 
Such an act may consist of a violation of an express or implied clause 
of a publishing contract, or of a tort.sa This part of the moral right 
allegedly protects the author against unfair use or misuse of his name, 
his work, or his personality." Thus it is not permissible without the 
author's specific consent to use a work of art for commercial advertis
ing, or to quote the author of a scientific book as endorsing commercial 
products by virtue of statements made in that book." 
4. Inalienability of the moral right 

The moral right accrues to the author with the creation of his work 
and protects his freedom, honor, and reputation. Alienation of the 
substance of the moral right is considered impossible in view of the 
nature and the purpose of the right." This approach has led some 
writers to the conclusion that any contract which permits acts detri
mental to the author's honor must be void,43 because the moral right 
cannot be an object of commerce.w 45 It is sometimes overlooked that 
this doctrine necessarily is riddled with exceptions and that, even in 
theory, the possibility of a contractual waiver has been admitted in 

.. The provisions on libel and defamation (sec. 19; German Penal Code) or the tort pro
visions of the German CivIl Code (11828(2) and 820). Apparently. there are no deelBlons 
on this point Involving the rights of authorll. 

.. MlchaelIdes·Nouaros, op cit, 8upra, note II. at 293 . 

.. See the Bernard Frank case, 8upra, note 12. 
<l French cases. 
A work of art may not be used for commercial advertising, Clv. Trlb. Seine, Apr. 3, 1891. 

Pouillet, op. cit. 8upra, note 6, No. 204 biB. Unreasonable Increase In sales price may
give rise to the suspicion that the author Is mercenary, Veuve Vaucaire v. Vermont, Gaz. 
Trlb. 1922.2.217. Unjustllled Interruption of publlcatlon of novel In newspaper held to 
Invade moral right, Viney v, Le Matin, Pat. 1913.2.45. 

Reproduction of work of art on cheese label not permitted, Le Duo v. Ponible, Pat. 
1923.3119. Text of sclentlllc book may not be used for advertisement, Clv. Trlb. Seine. 
July 22, 1876, March 4, 1880, Poulllet, op. cit. 8upra, No. 1110 bi8. Work of serious music 
may not be used in 111m next to Viennese Waltz, Stravinsky v. Sao. Warner Br08.-Firat 
National Film, Clv. Trib. Seine, July 27, 1037, D.A. 1938,107. 

German cases: 
Increase In salesprlee held not a violation of the moral right, 110 RGZ 275. (According 

to § 21 of the Law on Publishing Contracts a publIsher may lower, but not increase the 
salesprlce. )

Moving to a new location of, and making changes In a work of art held not violation 
of moral rb:ht. Ct. App. Hamburg, Dec. 23, 1032, GRUR 1933, 327 . 

.. Mlchaelldes·Nouaros, op. cit. 8upra, note II, at 89; accord: Ulmer, op. cit. supra, note II, 
at 60: Runge, op. cit. supra, note II, at 224: Desbots, op cit. supra, note II, No. 1169. 

.. MlchaeUdes-NouaroB, op. cit. 8upra, note II, at 96; Mittelstaedt, supra, note 19. at 87;
Mueller, 8upra, note 10, at 388. 

•• As to whether it Is not, In fact, an "object of commerce," the opinions seem divided. 
See the Report of the Jnternat, Federation of Associations of Fllm Producers In D.A. 
1954, 45; Baum, The Brussels Conference for the Revision of the Berne Convention. 
(English translation) 24 (1049).

Plaisant, op, cit. 8upra, note 27, No.7 says:
"The inallenablUty of the moral rIght Is proclaimed by numerous lower court dec1.slons 

and by certain textwrlters [cit. om.]. It seems to us, however, that application of this 
statement, without further qual1l1catlon, would lead to Imposetble and Inequitable results 
Which, in the last analysis, would be contrary to the interests of the author.. " It 
appears that, where the author has made an express contract, he cannot invoke his moral 
right where It is contrary to such contract." 

Mlchaelldes-Nouaros, Revue HeW!nlque de Droit International, July-Sept. 19113, 239, 
seems to recede to some extent from his former stand as to the inalienability of the moral 
right. 

.. Katz, 8upra, note I, at 407, suggests that the moral right may be destroyed by laches, 
where the author falls to complain of a Violation, but that "A right which Is Inallenable Is 
not only non-transferable, It Is also Incapable of being expressly contracted away." 
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the form of a limited assignment of the exercise of the moral right,46 
or trusteeship." 

Article 1 of the French copyright law of 1957 provides that copy
right exists by the mere fact of creation of an intellectual work, and 
Article 6 states that the moral right is inalienable and inprescriptible. 
Before this law went into effect, the French copyright law specified 
only that the copyright (i.e., the property rights), may be assigned 
in whole or in part." Lacking any statutory basis for the claim of 
the inalienability of the moral right, the justification therefor was 
sought in the court decisions. 

The French courts have consistently ruled out a presumption of a 
tacit waiver of the moral right," but they permit reasonable changes 
without the author's consent in the case of a contribution to a collec
tive work 50 or in the case of.an adaptation." An express contractual 
waiver of the moral right by the author is usually held valid." 

.. Mlchaelldes-Nouaros, op. cit. supra, note 5, at 93. 
'7 Ulmer, op. cit. supra-, note 5, at 68. 
Article 11 of the French copyrIght law provides that authors of anonymous or 

pseudonymous work enjoy the moral and pecunIary rights granted In Article I, but that 
they are represented in the exercise of these rIghts by the orIgInal publisher until such 
time as they declare their IdentIty and prove their authorship. Under Artlele 56 a 
publisher may make changes In a work with the author's written consent and in the 
case of an adaptation, necessary changes are always permitted. The provision of 
ArtIcle 31 that "the transfer of authors' rights shall be subject to the condition that 
each of the rights transferred shall be specIfically mentioned in the act of transfer" 
may well be applied to a contractual clause waIving the moral right, or entrusting Its 
exercise to another person. Since the author, under Article 6, may provide by will 
for the exercIse of the moral rIght by a third person, It may be that he could also do so by 
con tract inter vivos. 

.. The French copyrIght law of 1957 provides that the exercise of the moral right may 
be limited by contract; upon written consent by the author, the publisher may make changes
In the work (Art. 56, 2).

"ThUS, Blanohar, Honegger and Zimmer v. SooieU Gaumont, note 22, supra; Metro
Goldwyn-Mayer v. Hess, Gaz. Pal. June 16, 1950; Preoert and carne v. S.N. Pathe Cinema, 
note 22, supra; Theatre de l'Opera Oomique v, Valdo Ba"ley, D.H. 1936.2.26. 

.. Author not permdtted to object to changes in contributions: Clv. Trlb. Marsel1le, Dec. 
19, 1902, Gaz. Trib. 1903.2.393; Civ. Trib. Seine, June 2, 1904, D.A. 1931, 116. If the 
author refuses to have his name on the changed work he may merely demand that hIs name 
be omitted: Ct. of Nancy, May 8, 1863, Pat. 1863. 380. 

The right to be named as author of a part of a collective work is denied In Article 9 of the 
French copyrIght law of 1957, paragraph 3 of which reads as follows: 

"A 'collective work' Is a work created by the inItiative of a physical person or legal
entity who edits It, publishes It and dIscloses It under hIs dIrection and name, and In which 
the personal contrIbutions of the various authors who participated in its development are 
merged In the totality of the work for which It was conceIved. so that It is Impossible to 
attrIbute to each author a separate right In the work as realized." 

Article 13, par. 2 further provldes : "The author's right [in a collective work] shall rest 
In this person". (i.e., the person In whose name the work was disclosed) . 

• t Bataille v. Bernhard, Ct. App. Paris, Apr. 28, 1910. Ann. 1910.191. 
.1 Bernstein v. Matador et Patne Cinema, the so-catted "M~lo" case, D.H., 1933.533, D.A. 

1933,104. recently followed in Barillet and OrMy v. soc. Burgus Films, Civ. Trib. Bordeaux, 
Jan. 15, 1951, D.A. 1952,66.

In Bernstein v, Matador et Pathe Oi-noema, 8upra, the French landmark case on the ques
tlon. the playwright, HenrI Bernstein, sued the defendant motion pIcture producers for 
violation of hIs moral right because of changes made by the defendants in adapting his 
work. The defendants admitted the changes, but claImed they were necessary and,
furthermore, that they had been agreed to by the plaintift'. The question was whether a 
covenant which permitted all necessary changes was valid In the face of the author's 
"inalienable" moral rIght. The court held that this covenant, though unusual, was binding 
on the parties. To the plalntift"s allegation that. despite thIs clause, he retaIned the rIght 
to prevent any change that appeared unacceptable to him, the court replied in part:

"To maIntaIn this theory, [plaintift'] relies on the textwrlters and certaIn court decisIons 
giving to authors of literary and artistic works the continuing right to watch over the 
Integrity of their works that they have assigned. and to prevent mutilation and deformation 
of such works. These principles have never really come under discussion except in actions on 
contracts regarding publication and reproduction of a work [as distinguIshed from 
adaptation.] In such eases they are explained and justIfied because any change mutilates 
and alters the work. The case Is dlft'erent where a dramatic or literary work is adapted for 
a motIon picture. There the original work remains intact, regardless of what Is done in 
the new work which is inspired by, and more or less closely resembles, the original work but 
Which Is necessarily dift'erent because It Is subject to different technIques and serves dlft'erent 
ends. Therefore, It is an absolute necessity that such changes be permitted by the author 
and the author, once he has consented to them, Is definitely hound by his consent even If 
later the changes seem completely to dIstort hIs work. The author may also consent to leave 
the declston concerning the amount of changes to his assignee."

In the Banllet case, supra., the court held that an author necessarily had to consent to 
all changes reqnlred for adaptation to a dift'erent medium, and that the question whether 
the moral right was violated was for the court to decIde. 
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The German copyright law provides that the assignee of a copyright 
may not make changes in a work, its title, or the author statement. 
However, any such changes may be authorized by contract.53 The law 
presumes consent where the author could not in good faith object to 
changes necessitated by the method of reproduction, or adaptation, or 
by the type of publication in which the work appears." The German 
decisions are in accordance with these statutory provisions." 

The "inalienability" of the moral right may be defined as follows: 
By its very nature as a personal right, the moral right is not capable of 
transfer. Where a work is part of a collective work (of the kind in 
which contributions are commonly anonymous), the right to be named 
as author is deemed to be waived. Where a work is used by a direct 
method of reproduction or performance, the courts usually uphold 
the moral right to prevent changes; but where the work is adapted to 
a different medium, reasonable changes are permitted even without 
an express waiver of the moral right. Where the author has expressly 
waived his moral right he is bound by the contract and his moral right 
is unenforceable despite its alleged inalienability. 

5. Transmission of the moral, right to the author's heirs 
Rights of personality usually expire with the death of the person 

under any system of law. But it has been said that the protection of 
the memory of a deceased author has necessitated an exception to the 
rule. This exception is alleged to have been generally admitted by the 
courts, the textwriters, and the laws for the protection of the author's 
personality." According to most writers, not all components of the 
moral right pass to the author's heirs: the "positive" components die 
with the author; only the "negative" ones pass to the heirs. The right 
to create a work, to publish it, to change it, to withdraw it from circu
lation~ and to destroy it, are said to be innate positive components. On 
the other hand, the right to prevent others from making changes or 
from committing acts detrimental to the author's reputation are con
sidered negative components that require no personal act by the author 
and may, therefore, be transmitted to his heirs." 

Articles 19 and 20 of the French copyright law of 1957 carefully 
regulate the exercise of the right of publication after the death of 
the author. The group of persons that may exercise the right is quite 
narrow: first, the executors designated by the author; then, unless the 

The Court of Appeals In Paris In Banque de France v. consorts Luc-Olivier Merson, 
March 12, 1936, D.H. 1936.2.246, held that the artistic property right contains a non
pecuniary right which attaches to the person of the owner and which makes It possible,
In case of assignment, to enforce the respect due the work regarding Its Integrity. This 
right passes to the heirs of the artist. There Is no doubt that the artist may forego the 
exercise of his moral right, but It must be shown that such abandonment clearly results 
from the documen Is and circumstances of the case. 

,sLUG, § 9(1) ; KUG, § 12(1). 
., M LUG, § 9(2) ; KUG, § 12(2) . 

.. In 119 RGZ 401, Jan. 14, 1928, the German Supr. Ct. held that permission to pub
lish an article In a periodical under the author's name did not carry with It an Implied 
consent to changes completely distorting the sense of the article. Held against tacit 
waiver of moral right; Bupr, Ct., March 28, 1936, GRUR 1936, 827; ct. App. Hamburg,
March 20, 1952, GRUR 1952, 588. Held, that contractual waiver of moral right Is per
mlssible : Landgerlcht (Dtst, Ct.), Berlin, Nov. 4,1930. UFITA 1931, 73. 

.. Mlchaelldes-Nouaros, oJ). cit. 8upra, note 5, at 114, 115. Accord: Ulmer, op. cit. 
supra note 5, at 210. Plaisant, op. cit. 8upra, note 27, No. 66, says:

"The moral right Is basically a personal right. . . . After the death of the author the 
moral right passes to the heirs and legatees. However, the moral right does not keep
Its strictly personal character when the heirs get It: It becomes somewhat weakened." 

M Mlchaelldes-Nouaros, oJ). cit. supra, note 5, at 116. It Is open to question whether the 
rights to publish or to destroy a work are, If at all, parts of the moral right, "positive" 
aspects of this right. Posthumous publication, or destruction of a work by the proprietor
Is permitted under most laws. 
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author has made a testamentary provision, the descendants, the spouse 
if not divorced and remarried, the heirs other than descendants who 
inherit all or part of the estate, the universal legatees or donees of all 
the future assets. 

If any of the persons abuse the right in the course of its exercise, 
or if its nonexercise appears to amount to an abuse, the courts will 
decide on the matter. The same applies when the representatives of 
the author cannot agree on publication of a work, or when there is no 
known successor, no heirs and no spouse entitled to the estate. The 
public interest in the matter is safeguarded by the provision in article 
20 that the Minister of Arts and Letters may refer such matters to 
the court. 

Even before the French copyright law of 1957 went into effect, the 
French courts protected the integrity of a work after the author's 
death. 58 In one instance, the moral right of the heirs has been recog
nized after expiration of the copyright," and the integrity of the work 
has been defended even against the author's heirs." 

In Germany, the heirs may enforce all rights inherent in the copy
right, includmg those parts of the moral right recognized in the 
statute." In view of the German theory of inseparability of the 
moral right and the property rights, all rights of both categories are 
held extinguished at the end of the term of copyright protection." 
6. Berne countries protecting the author's personal rights outside the 

copyright law 
Some member countries of the Berne Union fulfill the requirements 

of Article 6bis of the Berne Convention by affording equivalent pro
tection to authors under general laws for the protection of the personal 
rights of all individuals." 

(a) Great Britaitn.-The moral right as such is not part of the 
domestic British Law. 64 The Report of the Copyright Committee of 
1952preceding the Copyright Act, 1956stated in part: 65 

219. We bave beaded this Part of our Report droit moraZ wbicb we believe 
to be a term unknown to our jurisprudence. 

220. We understand that in a number of Continental Countries specific legisla
tion exists extending protection in respect of an author's honour and reputation. 
In tbe United Kingdom protection is given by the common law, in addition to 
various statutory provisions. 

•• Merson v. Banque de France, supra, note 15. 
~ De Pitray v. Schatz, D.H. 1936.2.548. 
.. Brugnier Roure v, ae Gorton, Gaz. Pal. 19,06.1.874, D.A. 1907. 187; see case of Mr. 

Taber of New York, In D.A. 1899, 111.
Mlchaelldes-Nouaros suggests, op. cit. supra, note 5, at 332, that the exercise ot the 

moral right after the author's death should be, at least In part, the task ot professional
orfanlzatlons. 

1 Ulmer, op. cit. supra, note 5, at 210. The German 'Supr. Ct. first denied that the moral 
right, It It existed at all, passed to the heirs. Heirs 0/ Richard Wagnl!1' V. Earl 0/ D., 41 
RGZ 48 (1898). Later the Court reversed itseIt: Heirs 0/ Strindllerg, Mueler v. HI/perion,
102 RGZ 184 (1920) . 

.. Ulmer. op. cit. supra, note 5, at 210.
 
63 Fox, The Canadian Law of Copyright (1944) says at 429: "It must be remembered
 

that the International Conventions have no direct effect either In Canada or In the United 
Kingdom. as they have not been given any direct statutory effect." See also id. at 
481,546. 

.. The British Copyright Act, 1956, 4 and 5 ELIZ. 2, chap. 74, contains no provisions on 
the moral right. .. 

Hoffmann, Die revidierte Berner Uberelnkunft (1985) 108, says that at the Rome Con. 
ference for the revision of the Berne Convention, the British and Australian delegates
opposed any regulation of the moral right as contrary to British copyright and common 
law. TheY acquiesced when it was pointed out that the moral right was the equivalent of 
protection under the common law by action. In tort. 

.. Presented by the President of the Board of Trade to Parliament by Command of 
Her Majesty, October, 1952. 
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22·1. We feel that in general many of the problems involved do not lend 
themselves to cure by legislative action, but are of a type that can best be 
regulated by contract between the parties concerned. Authors are already pro
tected at common law against anything amounting to defamation of character. 

225. In a field so vague and ill defined it seems to us to be impossible-even 
if it were considered desirable-to frame legislative proposals to meet all possible 
problems. In general, the common law of this country provides adequate reme
dies, and in addition there are certain statutory remedies to meet particular
and defined cases. For example, Section 7 of the Fine Arts Copyright Act, 1862, 
gives artists a measure of protection against the unauthorized alteration of their 
drawings or the fraudulent affixing of signatures to them. We recommend that 
this protection should he continued, and that [it] should be extended to apply 
also in the case of literary and musical works. 

(b) Oamada.-Section 12(5) of the Canadian Copyright Act, 1921,66 
provides: 

Independently of the author's copyright, and even after the assignment, either 
Wholly or partially, of the said copyright, the author shall have the right to claim 
authorship of the work, as well as the right to restrain any distortion, mutilation, 
or other modification of the said work which would be prejudicial to his honour 
or reputation. 1931,c. 8, 5.5. 

This provision is practically the same as Article 6biB (1) of the 
Rome-Berne Convention. 

Mr. Fox, the well-known Canadian copyright expert, has said: 61 

That part of the section [12(5), Copyright Law] is to some extent an illus
tration of the type of legislation that so often emerges from parltament-c-con
ceived in vagueness, poorly drafted, sententious in utterance, and useless in 
practical application. 

. . . Until judicial decision, which is as yet lacking, has considered the sec
tion, it will remain the same sort of pious parliamentary hope as S. 11 of the 
Unfair Competition Act, 1932, ... which did nothing to the common law. 

Presumably in Canada, as in Great Britain, the common law is 
thought to afford protection to the personal rights of authors. 

(0) Switzerland. Article 44 of the Swiss Copyright Law of 1922 
refers protection of the moral right to the general provisions of the 
Civil Code and the Code on Obligations." 

Thus, the principal basis for protection of an author's personal 
rights is Article 28 of the Civil Code 69 which states in part: Anyone 
whose personal rights are violated by an unlawful act, shall have the 
right to demand that such act be enjoined by the courts. This pro
vision has been said to protect the paternity right, to enable an author 
to prevent unauthorized changes in, or other acts concerning his work 
that affect its value,"? and to defend his right of privacy." In Swit
zerland, authors as a class enjoy no preferential treatment as regards 
their personal rights, but the rights are protected in much the same 

.. Chap. 32, RSC 1927. as amended by chap. S, 1931, chap. 18, 1935, chap. 28, 1936, chap.
27,1938. See also § 26(2) Canad, Copr. Law. Cases on common law protection of authors' 
personal rill'hts In Canada and Great BrItaIn are to be found in Part II of thIs study. 

67 U. of Toronto L. J. 1945-46, 126. See also; Fox, The Canadian Law of Copyright
(1944) 601,602. 

.. Art. 27 to 29, CIvil Code; Art. 49, Code on Obligations. See Blanco, Revue SuIsse de 
Ia Proprl!!M Industrlelle et du Droit d'Auteur, 1952.2,150. 

•• Egger, Annotations to the SwIss CIvil Code. Art. 28, Note 26. 
10 Buergl, 66 Zeltschrlft fUr SchweIzer. Recht 10 (Bwttzertand 1947). 
71 Ibid.,. see 'I'uor, note 72, infra. 
In Kasper v. Widow Hadler, BOE (SwIss Fed. Courts) 40.2.127, .July 20, 1944, the 

wIdow of a patnter was held entitled to protection of her husband's memory. Unauthor
Ized exhIbit of a paIntIng deptctlng the well known artist on hIs deathbed was held an 
Invasion of the wIdow's rIght of prIvacy under Art. 28, CIvil Code and Art. 49, Code on 
Ohllgatlons.

In Mueller v. ROld, BOE 71.4.225. Dec. 7, 1945, It was held that the SwIss law (§ 178. 
Penal Code) offered no protection to the artiBtlo reputatton, hut only protected against defa
mation of an artist's personal honor. Accord: In re Kupferschmidt, BOE 42.4.172, Oct. 
18,1946. 
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manner and to the same extent as they are protected in this country 
by the common law.73 

II. THE MORAL RIGHT AND THE LAW OF THE UNITED STATES 

Only a few writers have discussed the doctrine of mora] right in 
relation to the law of the United States." Their conclusion, that 
the doctrine of moral right guarantees full protection of personal 
rights of authors, appears to be based more on the theoretical presen
tation of the doctrine by its European exponents than on its applica
tion by the European courts; conversely, the protection of authors' 
personal rights in the United States is presented by them in the light 
of those court decisions most unfavorable to authors. 

The doctrine of moral right as such is not recognized in the United 
States as the basis for protection of personal rights of authors. Nor 
do our statutes provide for the protection of personal rights of au
thors as a class. The question is: how does protection gIven in the 
United States on other principles compare with that gIven abroad 
under the moral right doctrine f In order to find the answer, we shall 
consider our court decisions under the same headings used above in 
discussing the contents of the moral right. 
1. The paternity right 

There is no provision on the right of paternity in the American 
copyright law. Protection of the right to the proper attribution of 
authorship is provided under the general princip'les of law regarding 
contracts, or torts such as invasion of privacy, libel, or unfair compe
tition. 

The omission of an author's name was considered in Clemens v. 
Press Publishing 00. 74 • An author sold publishing rights to a story 
and the manuscript contained the author's name, as did the galley 
proofs, The publisher then refused to publish the story except 
anonymously. The court held: 

Even the matter-of-fact attitude of the law does not require us to consider 
the sale of the rights to a literary production in the same way that we would 
consider a barrel of pork. Contracts are to be so construed as to give effect to 
the intention of the parties .. " If the intent of the parties was that the de
fendant should purchase the rights to the literary property and publish it, the 
author is entitled not only to be paid for his work, but to have it published in 
the manner in which he wrote it. The purchaser cannot garble it or put it out 

... Tuor, Das schwelzerlsche Zlvllgesetzbuch (Swiss Civil Code) 70 (1948) states: 
"The main principle on which our whole economic and legal system rests Is the prtn

elple of personal freedom. This freedom, aside from the fact that Its mtsuseIs prohibited,
Is guaranteed to each person and provides protection against violation by others. This 
Is the case not only where economic Interests are violated, but also where there Is dam
age to the personal rights of a person. The term 'personality' Includes all rights, which 
are Inseparable from the person."
They are: the right to Ufe, physical and mental peace, freedom, honor, credit, name, and 
the right to privacy. Accord: Troller, ImmaterlalgUterrechte, vol. 1 (1959), 87. 

In contrast thereto, the German 'Supreme Court, In lI8 RGZ 24, Feb. 27, 1904 denied 
existence of a general right of personality. However, under the post-war Bonn Consti
tution the 'Supreme Court of the Federal Bepublte of Germany Seems to have made a 
beginning toward recognizing a general right of personality. In a decision of May 25, 
1954 (Neue Jurlstlsche Wochenschrlft 54, 1404) the Court held that the Bonn Constitu
tion grants as a constitutional right to each person a general right of personality which 
Is protected as a right to honor and reputation, privacy, freedom of speech, and, gen
erally, to his own personalltl' 'See also 15 Entscheldungen des Bundesgerlchtshofs
('Supreme Ct., Fed. Republic 0 Germany) 249, and comments by Ulmer In D.A. 1957, 14. 

In Italy a general right of personality Is not recognized. 'Sparano, Rassegna dl Dlrltto 
Clnematographlco, III, No.1, Jan.-Feb. 1954. 

7ll Supra, note 1. See also Fran~on, La PropMt4! Llttl\ralre et Arlstlque en Grande
Bretagna et aux Etats-Unls (19'511) chap. VI. 

"67 Misc. 183, 122 N.Y. Supp. 206 (1910). 



129 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

under another name than the author's j nor can he omit altogether the name 
ot the author, unless his contract with the latter permits him to do so . . .. As 
I interpret the contract ..., their intent was that ... the defendant should 
publish [the work] under the author's name. The action of the parties in 
dicates the interpretation which they placed upon it. When the plaintiff pre
sented his story to the defendant, it contained his name . . .. The galley
proofs ... had the plantiff's name printed upon [them]. The plaintiff ... 
had the right to insist that the story should not be published except under his 
name. 

Ellis v. Hurst 75 involved the unauthorized use of an author's name. 
Defendants had published under the author's true name the plaintiff's 
non-copyrighted books which originally had been published under a 
pse~donym. The court granted the author an injunction for the fol
lowmg reason: 

The name of the plaintiff was in no way used in connection with these publi
cations until the defendants assumed to use [it] .. " The plaintiff never 
granted to the defendants the right to use his name . . .. I think that he has 
the right to the protection of the statute fO in order to prevent his own name 
being used ... without his consent. " 

The use of an artist's name in a distorted version of his work was 
at issue in Neyland v. Home Pattern 00.7S An unauthorized crude 
reproduction of a painting was used as an embroidery pattern and 
advertised as "straIght from the painting" of the artist. The court 
held that merely to reproduce the painting without changes coupled 
with the artist's name would not violate his right to the protection of 
his privacy although it may be an invasion of his copyright. How
ever, to use his painting as a design of a sofa cushion and to employ 

'"'66 Misc. 2311, 121 N.Y. Supp. 438 (1910); see Wittenberg, The Protection and 
Marketing of Literary Property (1937) lOll. 

fO N.Y. Clvll Rights Law, It IlO, Ill. See Elliot v. Jones, 66 Misc. 911. 120 N.Y. Supp. 
898 (1910), af1'd 140 App. Dfv. 94. 1211 N.Y. Supp. 119 (1910).

"In the "Mark Twain" case, Olemens v, Belford Olark and 00., 14 Fed. 728. (C.C.
Ill. 1883), the court sustained a demurrer to complainant's p,rayer to enjoin defendant 
from publ1shing the author's sketches nnder bis pseudonym • Mark Twain." There was 
no question of copyright as the sketches were in the publ1c domain: they had been 
previously pnblished without copyright and under the same pseudonym. The court held 
that defendant would have had the right to publish the works under the author's known 
real name, and no greater protection was due the author's equally well known pseudonym.

In an interestinf dictum on the author's personal rights the court said: 
"An author has he right to restrain the publication of any of his literary work which 

he has never published.... [CU. om.]. So, too, an author of acquired reputation and,
perhaps, a person who has not obtained any standing before the public as. a writer, may
restrain another from the publication of literary matter purporting to have heen written 
by him, but which, In fact was never so wrltteu. In other words, no person bas the 
right to hold another out to the world as the author of literary matter which he never 
wrote: and the same would undoubtedly apply In favor of a person known to the public
under a nom de plume, because no one has the right, either expressly or by implication. 
falscly or untruly to charge another with the composition or authorship of a literary
production which he did not write. Any other rule would permit writers of inferior 
merit to put their compositions before the public under the name of writers of high
standln~ and authority, thereby perpetrating a fraud not only on the writer, but also on
the public." 

British law: Landa v. Greenberg, (1908) 24 T.L.R. 441; The "Sporting Times" 00. v. 
!:.itcher Enterprise 00., (1912) Macg. Cop. Cas. 112; Maitland-DaviBon v, The Sphere and 
• atler, (1919) Macg. Cop. Cas. 1928. 

f8 65 F. 2d 363 (2d Cir. 19,33). In this case the painting bad been preViously published 
with the artist's permission In an article discussing the painter's work. But the artist had 
given the defendant no permission to use the. painting in any manner. In Ourwood v. 
A1TIlated Distributors, 283 Fed. 219 (D.C.S.D.N.Y. 1922) defendants. without authority,
had mutilated plalntltf's story in adapting it for a motion picture, but had given plaintitf 
as the author. lTbe court granted an Injunction agaln.st use of author's name and title' 
of the story. Accord: Packard v, FOIIJ Film Oorp., 207 App. Dlv. 311, 202 N.Y. SuPP. 164 
jl~23). See also Metropolitan Opera ABBomat'on v. Wagner-N'chols Recorder Oorp:! 101 
.. SuPp. 2d 483 (1950), l.O7 N.Y. SuPP. 2d 7M (Sup. Ct. 1951) ; Kerbll v. Hal 1I:oooh 

~~~ioJ; 113 Cal. App. 2d 207, 127 P. 2d 1177 (1942). Hama v. 2"1Ocntietll Oentuf1/-FolIJ 
'F S 016"8 4(D3 CF·SSupp.\ 119 (D.C.S.D.N.Y. 1942,); Lake v, Un'veraal Pioturea 00., M 

. uf~' ...D. Ca. 1950).
A.u or's right to prevent being Jl'iven as author of a distorted wort upheld; Drummond v. 

~~~U8, 6 Fed. 888 (C.C. Pa. 18114). Relief granted under theory of unfair competttton :
S000 ,,~l' ss. °2~' 281 N.Y. 414 (l921U.under the theory of libel: Bell-Oliel v. PreBB Pull. 

·' Y....S . 2'd 9"0°' 167 N.m. 432 (19l1l1.) I ; G8I'B1l1Oin v• .BltMcaJ PUb. 00., 166 Misc. 89, 1 N . . upp. 4 (1987). 
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his name, without permission, to further the sale of such design was 
held to be clearly a misuse of the artist's work and name, and a viola
tion of personal rights under section 51 of the New York Civil Rights 
Law. 

The use of a performer's name in a distorted version of his perform
ance was held objectionable in Grana v. H arris,79 discussed later in 
connection with the right to the integrity of the work. 

In De Bekker v. Stokes,so where the author was upheld as to his 
rights to the title and format of his contribution to a musical encyclo
pedia, the court implied a waiver of the author's right to have his name 
appear on the work: "The plaintiff was not entitled to have his own 
name appear in the book. There was no stipulation to expose the 
authorship. A name was chosen for the work. The parties are 
limited to it." S1 

False attribution of authorship was involved in D'Altomonte v. 
New York Herald 00.S2 An author sued for libel and invasion of 
privacy as he had falsely been given as the author of a sensational 
story. It was held that using the plaintiff's name as the author of 
such a story would expose him to ridicule and contempt and the 
defendant's demurrer to the libel count was overruled. 

The case on the right of authorship cited most prominently by the 
critics of the United States law is Vargas v. Esquire, Im.ss in which 
an artist sought to enjoin the reproduction of some of his paintings 
without authorship credit, and demanded damages for misrepresenta
tion. The complaint was dismissed. The case turned on the court's 
interpretation of a clause in the contract between the artist and the 
publisher of Esquire magazine which provided in p,art that "Vargas 
agrees ... [that] the name 'Varga', 'Varga Girl', Varga, Esq.', and 
any and all other names . . . used in connection with [the paintings] 
shall forever belong exclusively to Esquire, and Esquire shall have all 
rights with respect thereto." The court found that "there [was] no 
ambiguity in the granting language, nor [could] there be an implied 
intention . . . of the parties of any reservation of rights [of author
ship] in the grantor ... , and the fact that no reservation was con
tained in the contract strongly indicates that it was intentionally 
omitted.v 

This decision may well be criticized on the ground that Vargas' 
consent to the use of his name by Esquire did not necessarily convey 
the right to omit it altogether. The court could have implied a nega

"198 F. 2d 11811 (2d Clr. 19112).
"168 App. Dlv. 4112, 1113 N.Y. Supp. 1066 (1916), a!!'d without Ofl, 219 N.Y. 1173, 114 

N.E.1064 (1916). See also: Jones v. American Law Book 00., 126 App. Dlv. 1119 (1908) ; 
Locke v, Gibbons, 164 Misc. 877, 299 N.Y. 188, a!!'d without Ofl. 2113 App. Dlv. 887, 2 N.'y. 
SUjP. 2d 10111 (1938).

I.e·t In encyclopedic works authorship need not be attributed. For Canadian (and
British) law see Fox, Ofl. cit. sUflra, note 63 at 570 : 

"The publication of any work under the name of an author, without his consent, which 
would Injure his character or reputation would obviously constitute a libel (Lee v, Gibbins 
(1892) 8 T.L.R. 773' Glyn v. We8ton Feature Film 00., (1916) 1 Ch. 261) ... , and if 
the public is induced to purchase such work In the belief that It was the work of the 
author in question, and such author is damaged by loss of sales of his own work, be has 
:6~)~~dY by way of action for passing olf (Miller v, Oecil Film ui«, (1937) 2 All. E.R. 

.. 208 N.Y. 596, 102 N.E. 1101 (1913), modifying 164 App. Dlv. 456 (1913).
"164 F. 2d 522 (7th Clr. 1947). See also 166 F. 2d 651 (7th Clr. 1948) cert, denied 335

U".S. 818 (IM8)li 81 F. Supp. 806 (D.C. Ill. 1Q48). Oompare 8usy Produots, Ino. v• 
....reeman, 105 USl'Q 146 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. 19511)• 

.. As to t()relgn jurisprudence MichaeUdes-Nouaros, Ofl. cit. 8upra, note II, says at 
~08 :dln the countries ••• where there Is no provision regulating this question the 801n

onIt epends on the interpretation ot the contract ••• [which may eoatafn] an express or
tac clause•••• 
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tive cove iant, i.e., that the right to use the artist's name carried with 
it the duty not to omit his name." But since a decision in favor of 
the artist could have been reached under common law principles, it 
seems unjustifiable to attack the court, as one writer has done,86 for 
its refusal to adopt the moral right doctrine as such." 

Some proof for this view may be found in the recent decision in 
Busy Products v. Greemam:" An artist, known in his field for his fan
ciful figures and creations, formed a partnership, for the manufactur
ing and selling of miniature pictures to the gift and novelty trade. 
He signed these articles with the nom de plume "Lowell," which name 
he had previously used and which was well known. The artist later 
withdrew from the firm which claimed that when he sold his stock 
and interests in the plaintiff corporation (successor to the partnership) 
he surrendered thereby his right to the use of the name "Lowell." The 
corporation brought an action to restrain the artist and others from 
using this name on products and from marketing products similar to 
those marketed by the plaintiff. The court dismissed the complaint 
and gave judgment to the artist on one of his counterclaims. The 
reasoning of the court was in part as follows: 

It is plaintiff9' contention that when defendant ... sold his stock and 
interests in the plaintiff corporation he surrendered thereby his right to the use 
of the name "LowelL" I do not find this to be the fact, however.... [De
fendant] never agreed, contracted, soid or assigned his name "Lowell" nor his 
right to sketch and create his little figures . . . 

Upon the proof adduced, plaintiffs' claim to an exclusive right of the use of 
the name "Lowell" on the future output of the artist ... is untenable. The 
mere fact that during his association with [plaintiffs he] permitted his nom de 
plume to be used, did not vest in [plaintiffs] the exclusive right to use of the 
name under which he had been known. 

Plaintiffs have failed to establish any proprietary right to the use of the name. 
There is no proof of a writing or contract which tends to establish that [de
fendant] transferred or assigned to plaintiffs the exclusive right to the use of the 
name in question. 

In another case 89 a well known pianist sued a record manufacturer 
on the basis of the New York Civil Rights Law, sections 50 and 51, 
and alleged that defendant had made inferior reproductions from 
phonograph records of plaintiff's performances, sold them as plain
tiff's performances, and used plaintiff's name in connection with such 
sales. The court held that use of plaintiff's name was unauthorized 
while the plaintiff was under contract with a foreign corporation for 
reproduction of his performances on records for compensation, and the 
complaint was held sufficient to allege a cause of action under the Civil 
Rights Law. It was further held that the artist had a property right 
in his performance so that they could not be used for a purpose not 
intended and particularly in a manner which did not fairly represent 
his service. 

... Generally, u.s. courts tend to favor implied negative covenants. Williston, Contracts 
(1937 ed.), § 1449. In Wood v. Lad.g Duff-Gordon., 222 N.Y. 88, 118 N.E. 214 (1917)
Cardozo, J. said: "..• !The law has outgrown its primitive stage of formalism when the 
prec1se word was the sovereign taltsmanj and every slip was fatal. It takes a broad·er View 
today. A promise may be lacking, ana yet the whole writing may be 'instinct with an 
obligation,' Imperfectly expressed [cit. om.]." See also: Granlll v, Harris note 79, 8upra. 

.. Katz, 24 So. Calif. L. Rev. No.4, 375. at 412. 
8'1 There Is no doubt that the court considoered the allegation of a violation of the moral 

right In the light of a separate cause of action. The crittcs of the Vargas decision also tend 
to superimpose the moral right on the contractnal commitments in the form of an addl· 
tlonal abstract right which is Inal1enable in spite or any waiver In the contract. 

88140 N.V.S. 2d 904 (Sup. Ct. 1955) . 
.. Gie8fikiflg v. Urania Record" 1M N.Y.S. 2d 171 (Sup. Ct. 1956). 
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In Harms v. Tops M'usia Enterprises 00 the court summarized the in
stances in which courts will protect the integrity of a man's intellectual 
work as follows: 
... To particularize: Courts will protect against (a) omission of the au

thor's name unless, by contract, the right is given to the publisher to do so
[cit. om.], or (b) false attribution of authorship [cit. om.], (c) infringement of 
originality of arrangement or recording of a song [cit. om.], as well as for (d)
distortion or truncation of work as to text or content [cit. om.I, 

However-
the mere allegation that the lack of control on the part of the plaintiJr over 
the recording [made by the defendant] by resulting in inferior recording, might 
injure the reputation of the author and the plaintiJr, [was] insufficient to bring 
it within the purview of the rule of unfair competition declared in the cases [cit. 
om.]. 

The protection of the paternity right by American courts 91 may be 
summed up as follows: 

The author's right to have his name appear in connection with a 
contractual use of his work has been upheld in the absenceof a waiver 
of that right. The right may be waived by contract. (The Vargas 
case represented a finding, perhaps erroneous, of such a waiver.) For 
a contribution to encyclopedic. works there is a presumption of waiver 
if the paternity right is not expressly reserved. 

The use of an author's name in a distortion of his work, a false at
tribution of authorship, and the unauthorized disclosure of an author's 
name have been held to be torts under the law of libel, unfair compe
tition, or the right to privacy. 
~. The right to the integrity .of the work 

The author's right to prohibit changes made by others," to a large 
extent, is upheld in the United States under the law of libel or unfair 
competition. Here, as in Europe, the cases usually turn on the ques
tion whether or not a contract permits changes.

In De Bekker v. Stokes 08 the court prevented the defendant from 
publishing a work in a form other than that agreed upon. It had been 
stipulated between De Bekker and the Stokes Publishing Company 
that the plaintiff's book should be published "in such style and man
ner as [defendant] shall deem expedient." The Stokes Company, 
concurrently with making sales in the usual trade way, arranged with 
the defendant University Society to publish the work as two volumes 
of a ten volume series as a result of which the sales increased. The 
courtsaid: 

lIt appears ••. that .•. the sales have been accelerated but the tenor of the 
agreement with plaintiJr has not been kept. He has the right to insist that 
the Stokes Company should publish the book under the name of Stokes Encyclo
pedia of Music, however advantageous to him some other form of presentation 
to the pubtte may be. • . . The piaintiJr . . . has the right to preserve the 
identity of his creation.. 

In Owrwoodv.Affiliated Dutributors o. the court said: 
While scenery, action ana characters may be adlded to an original story, 

and even supplant subordinate portions thereof, there is an obligation upon 

"160 F. SuPP. 77 (S.D. Cal. 19118). . 
el It shonld be noted that protection of the paternity right does not depend on COpyright. 

This right ~ists as well in works in the pnblic domain. 
.. As to the author's alDrmatlve right to make changes (which does not warrant further 

discussion here) supra, at note 81; also: Ulmer. op. elt. supra, note II. at 178. 
.. Note 80, supra. 
.. 283 Fed. 219 (D.C.S.D.N.Y.1922). See also: Manners v, Famous Plal/ers Laskq Gorp.,

262 Fed. 811 (D.C.S.D.N.Y. 1.&19). 
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the elaborator to retain and give appropriate expression to the theme, thought 
and .main action of that which was originally written. . . . Elaboration of a 
story means something other than that the same should be discarded, and its 
title and authorship applied to a wholly dissimilar tale. 

In Granz v. Harm 95 the defendants sold records of abbreviated 
versions of the plaintiff's musical performance, describing them as 
presentations of the plaintiff. These unauthorized cuts coupled with 
the attribution of the abbreviated version to the plaintiff were held to 
constitute the tort of unfair competition, a breach of contract, and to 
violate the plaintiff's personal rights in regard to his reputation. The 
court said in part : 

... we think that the purchaser of the master discs could lawfully use them 
to produce the abbreviated record ... provided he did not describe it as a 
recording of music presented by the plaintiff. If he did so describe it, he 
would commit the tort of unfair competition. But the contract required the 
defendant to use the legend "Presented by Norman Granz". . .. This contrac
tual duty carries by implication, without the necessity of an express prohibition, 
the duty not to sell records which make the required legend a false represeIita
tlon, . .. As [specific] damages are difficult to prove, and the harm to the 
plaintiff's reputation ... is irreparable, injunctive relief is appropriate. 

In a concurring opinion, Judge Jerome Frank stated: 
I agree, of course, that whether by way of contract or tort, plaintiff (absent 

his consent to the contrary) is entitled to prevention of the publication as his, 
of a garbled version of his uncopyrighed product. This is not novel doctrine: 
Byron obtained an injunction from an English court" restraining the publica
tion of a book purporting to contain his poems only, but which included some 
not of his authorship [cit. om.] . .. Those courts ... have granted injunctive 
relief in these circumstances: an artist sells one of his works to the defendant 
who substantially changes it and then represents the altered matter to the 
public as the artist's product. Whether the work is copyrighted or not the 
established rule is that, even if the contract with the artist expressly authorizes 
reasonable modifications (e.g., where a novel or stage play is sold for adaptation 
as a movie), it is an actionable wrong to hold out the artist as author of a 
version which substantially departs from the original [cit. om.]. 

In Royle v. Dillingham 97 the court said: 
The plaintiff protests against the production of his play written pursuant 

to contract for the defendants, on the ground of unauthorized changes and 
modifications in the text and structural arrangement thereof. The defendant 
apparently concedes that the changes are of a substantial character, but justi 
fies [his act] on the ground of waiver and consent. I ... fail to find the 
claimed waiver or consent. . .. There is nothing ... that establishes either 
the proof or the presumption of consent. . .. The defendant by his letter ... 
explicitly states that he has accepted plaintiff's play. All subsequent changes 
are dependent on the will of the plaintiff, whether its exercise be arbitrary or 
otherwise. 

In Drummond v. Altemus 98 the court stated: 
The complainant did send to a journal . . . and permit its publishers to 

print ... reports of eight lectures ..., but these did not give ... a full and 
exact representation of these particular lectures, and of the remaining four 
lectures.. " [N]o report ... was furnished to the press or placed before the 
public. The defendant's book is founded on the matter which had appeared 
in the [journal], and if that matter had been literally copied, and so as not 
to misrepresent its character and extent, the plaintiff' would be without remedy; 
but the fatal weakness in the defendant's position is that, under color of editing 
the author's work, he has represented a part of it as the whole, and even, as 
to the portion published, has materially departed from the reports, 

"198 F. 2d 585 (2d elr. 19112).
"Byron v, Johnston (1816),2 Mer. 29. 
07 53 Mise. 388 (1907) •
 
.. 60 Fed. 3:18, supra, note 78.
 

46479-60-10 
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In Pr01J,ty v, National Broadcasting Oompany 119 defendant appro

priated for broadcasting the title of the plaintiff's novel and used its
 
characters without the plaintiff's consent. The plaintiff alleged that
 
this was done in such a manner as to degrade the artistic quality and
 
harmonious consistency of the novel. The court held:
 

It it should appear that in these broadcasts the defendant has appropriated,
 
without plaintiff's consent, plot and principal characters of the novel, and
 
that use being made of her literary production was such as to injure the repu

tation of the work and (the] author, and to amount to a deception upon the
 ,publle, it may well be that rellef would be afforded by applying well-recognized
 
principles of equity which have been developed in the field known as "unfair
 
competition."
 

The decision in the equity suit of Melodion v. Philadelphia School 
District 100 has been seized upon by the critics of the United States law 
as an example of the denial of the protection given by the moral right 
doctrine.101 The plaintiff, who had entered into a written contract 
with the School District of Philadelphia to do certain artistic work, 
averred that his models were so changed by direction of the superin
tendent of the school board that-
as a result of the attribution of said [works] ... to [plaintiff] and the general 
belief amongst artists and connoisseurs of art that said [works] are actually 
the creations of [plaintiff], he has been subjected to the ridicule and contempt 
of all, ... who are familiar with the [works]. 

The plaintiff asked for damages and demanded that the school be 
required to tear down the altered work. 

As we interpret the decision, the court declared that the alleged 
damage to the artist's reputation was a tort which, under a Pennsyl
vania statute regulating actions concerning public works 102 had to be 
litigated on the law side of the court. Therefore, the court declined 
jurisdiction. We are unable to concur in the view that this decision 
represents a denial of the author's personal rights as such. It was an 
unfortunate coincidence that, because of the defendant's status as a 
governmental agency, the plaintiff had no remedy at law. 

In Orimi v.Rutgers Presbyterian Church. in the Oity of New York lOS 

the plaintiff had tainted a mural in the defendants' church. This 
mural was foun objectionable and was obliterated. The artist 
brought action asking for equitable relief. 

The court held for the defendants after an extensive discussion of 
the artist's moral right 104 and stated that all rights of an artist in 

.. 26 F. Supp. 265 (D.C. Mass. 1939). Criticized by Roeder, 8upra, note 1, because 
"the doctrine of unfair competition . . . is designed to protect economic rights ... 
[and] It seems Incongruous to expand It to the protection of purely personal rights." 

100 328 Pa. 457, 1911 At!. 905 (1938). 
101 Roeder1_ 8upra, note 11 at ll69 says: "At least one court .•. has seen fit to deny

altogether tne existence of tne [moral] right." 
,.,. Act of April 8, 1846, P.L. 272, 17 P.S. 1299. 
101 194 Misc. 1170,89 N.Y. SuPp. 2d 813 (1949). See notes in 2 Ala. L. Rev. (1949-110) 

~68; Wash. U.L.Q. (19511),124. 
104 The court quoted Ladas, Roeder. and other wrlters on the moral right, and the French 

decision of tile Court of Appeals in Paris In the ease of Laca886 and Welcome v. Abbtl QuI!· 
nal'd, June 28, 1932, D.H. 1932.t87. In that case a parish priest had accepted plaintUf's
painting for hiB ehureh, but the Vicar general, on tnstruetlons by tile bishop, had caused 
the paintings to be removed. Held, that the church was tile property of the local diocese 
and that the parish priest had no right to accept the paintings on behalf of the bishop, who 
had not been consulted. Painting the baptismal font was an injury to tile property of 
another. Further, the artist had ·made no reaervatlon of right, as agalllllt the ordinary
right of a proprietor to dlep08C of hiB property and destroy it. 

MlchaelideB-Nouaros, 011. cit. 8upra, note II, at 231 would permit destruction where 
it completely obliterates the artist's original work, because in that case tile "spiritual
link" Is broken. Desbois, op. cit. 8upra, note l> at 607 doubts that the court in the 
Lacasse case would have sacrlfted the artist's right to the respect of hla work wltll the 
same serenity if the mural had been painted with the consent of the eccletllalltlcal 
autlloritles. 
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regard to his reputation cease upon sale of his work. This statement 
seems to go too far, but on all other points in the decision is in line 
with rulings abroad lOB that after acquiring title and possession the 
vendee may destroy a work if he is displeased with it. 

A curious twist to the assumption that the authors' personal rights 
find better protection in Europe than in the United States was pro
vided by Seroff v, Simon and Sohsuterr" In this case the defendants 
as publishers of the author's book, had sold translation rights in that 
work to a French publisher who hired a translator and published a 
French version of the book. The plaintiff, on reading the French 
version, considered it a complete distortion and a flagrant falsification 
of the original text. He demanded of the defendants that they insist 
on recall of the French copies sold and correction of new copies. 

The defendants admitted that some of the errors were quite serious 
and offered a sum to defray a part of plaintiff's expenses in settling 
the matter with the French publisher. This offer was rejected. 
When the French publisher denied the existence of any errors and 
refused to make changes, the defendants offered to the plaintiff an 
assignment of whatever rights they may have had against the French 
publisher. Thereupon, plaintiff sued defendants. 

The court dismissed the complaint, not because plaintiff had no 
cause of action, but because he had sued the wrong defendant. The 
court found that defendants had sold translation rights in the usual 
manner and were not remiss in their duties in any manner. 

As to the substance of the complaint, the court found serious and 
objectionable errors which-
would warrant the granting of some relief to an author who was entitled to and 
interested in the preservation and integrity of his work if the parties respon
sible for the alteration ... were before the court. 

The court further stated that "a right analogous to 'moral right', 
though not referred to as such, has been recognized in this country and 
in the common law countries of the British Commonwealth, so that in 
at least a number of situations the integrity and reputation of an. 
artistic creator have been protected by judicial pronouncements." 

To sum up: Under the tort theories of libel or unfair competition 
the courts have held that in the absence of express contractual consent 
by the author, no changes in his work may be introduced that are not 
required by technical necessities of production or adaptation. How
ever, complete destruction of a work which the author has uncondi
tionally sold is not considered an invaison of the author's personal 
rights. 
3. The right to create a work 

We have previously pointed out that under the moral rightdoctrine 
the right to create a work refers to the author's refusal to perform a 
contract. Where a personal contract of this nature is in question, 
American courts commonly refuse to decree specific performance, but 
will award damages.v" Negative covenants, on the other hand, may be 

1. S~ the French Lacasse case in the preceding note. The German "Rocky Island with 
Sirens" decision held against mutUatton, but "at against destrUctton of the mural (He 
.upra, note 24). . .. 

-Misc. 2d 883 (Sup. Ct. 19~7).1" Corbin, Contracts (19~1) 11184. Contracts to create and deUver a Uterarr or artfsUe 
'Work are personal contracts. Ball, Law ot Copyright and Literary Property (1944) 1l"11~ 
Fox Of!, cU. supra, note 68 at 1186. In Roller v. Weiglll, 261 Fed. 2110 (D.C. Clr. 
191i}), the court said that "It would be intolerableU a man could be compelled by a court 
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enforced whereby an artist will be prevented from performing for' 
another producer.r" or an author from writing for a different pub
lisher.'?" There are numerous decisions granting injunctions against 
an artist's or author's serving a competitor where an award of damages 
for breach of contract was deemed an inadequate remedy.no 

4. The right to publish 01"'not to publish 
The right to publish a work or withhold it from publication is 

accorded under the copyright statute, 111 by common law copyright.v" 
and under the concept of tIle right of privacy.!" In the case of letters, f 

the right is enforced even against the recipient,'> 
While in England common law copyright has been abolished,':" the 

United States copyright statute provides : 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to annul or limit the right of the author 

or proprietor of an unpublished work, at common law or in equity, to prevent the 
copying, publication, or use of such unpublished work without his consent, and 
to obtain damages therefor."" 

This common law protection, together with the exclusive statutory 
right to publish and copy a copyrighted work adequately guarantees 
the author's excluscive right to publish his work and to prevent others 
from publishing it without permission.i" 

In Puehmasi v. New York Graphic Society 11S the New York Court 
of Appeals held that a common la w copyright does not necessarily pass 
with the sale of a work of art, but that an artist, if he wishes to retain 
or protect this right, must reserve it when he sells a painting for pur-

of equity to serve another against his will," cit InA' BOiler v. WeBtern Union Tel. Co., 124 
Fed. 246; Shubert v. Woodward, 167 Fed. 47; GOBBard v, Crosby, 132 Iowa. 155, 109 
N.W.483. 

In Harme and Fmncis, Day and Hunter v. Stern , 222 Fed. 581, 229 Fed. 42 (2d Clr. 
1916) It was held that an agreement to transfer for five_years a publishing right In future 
musical works was a valid and binding contract. "While the agreement could not bs 
specifically enforced. it Imposed upon [the composer] an obligation to perform It, and 
the breach of the agreement could be redressed In an action for damages." See the de
cision in the French case of Whistlel' v. Eden supra, note 27. 

108 Lumleu v, Wa,gner, 1 De G,l\I. and G. 604 (Ch. App. 18(2) ; Duff v. Russell, 133 N.Y. 
678.31 N.E. 622 (1892). 

109 Tribune Association v. SimondB, 104 A. 386 (Ch. 1918). Whitu'aod Chem. Co. v. Hard
man (1891) 2 Ch. 416. has somewhat narrowed down the broad decision on entoretnz 
negative covenants In Lumley v, Wagner, euprn, note 108. In Kennel-ley v, Simmonds, 247· 
Fed. 822 (D.C. N.Y. 1917) It was held that a negative covenant not to write and publish
similar works Is not presumed unless Indispensable. 

110 Cincinnati Exhib. Co. v. MarsanB, 216 Fed. 269 (D.C. 1\10. 1914) : Shubert Theatre 
Co. v, Rath, 271 Fed. 827 (2d Cir. 1922) ; "Issoc. NewBpaperB v. PhillipB, 294 Fed. 845 
i2d Clr. 1923): Erikson v. Hawley, 12 F. 2d 491, 56 App. D.C. 268 (1926).

For Great Britain, accord: Waf'd, Look and Co. v. LOlig (1906) 2 Ch. 550; Macdonald v. 
ElIleB, (1921) 1 Ch. 631. 

For Canada, Fox, op. cit. supra, note 63. at 582, states that the rule restraining authors 
from doing anything to render publtshera' rights valueless by superseding the first work 
with another and publishfng it through another publisher must be restricted to cases 
where the author commits actual Infringement of the first work. 

m Title 17, U.S.C. § 1. Act of July 30, 1947 (61 Stat. 6(2) as amended. 
U2 See notes 1-16and 117 in1m. 
113 The right of privacy as a doctrine Is not yet universally accepted. 1 Callmann,_ 

Unfair Competition and Trademarks (1945) 37. 
m Gee v. Pritchard (1818) 2 Swans, 402; DeniB v. Leclerc, Supr, Ct., Terrlt. Orleans, 

1811, 1-3 Mart. 159; Baker v. [Abbie, 210 Ya8!l. 599. 97 N.E. 109 (1912). 
us British Conyrlght Act, 19111. 1 and 2 Geo, 5, c. 46. Part III. I 31. 
110 Title 17, U.S.C. § 2. All commercial rights in the work after publication depend on' 

statutory protection. Wheaton v. PeterB,-8 Peters 591 (U.S. 1884). The per8Moi rlghtIJ
of the author are not aft'ected and are enforceable whether or not the work Is publlshed, or 
under statutory copyright. 

111 In Millar v. Taylor, 4 Burr. 2303, 98 Eng!. Rep. 201 (K.B. 1769) common law copy
right was held to bs perpetual; the case was overruled In DonaldBon v, Becket, 4 Burr. 
2408,91> Eng!. Rep. 257 (1774). In Wheaton v, Peter8~.Bllpra, note 116, It was also held 
that common law copyrlgh.t ends with publication. until that event takes place the 
author has a common law action against anyone who publishes his manuscript Without 
authority. Oollga v, Inter Ocean NewBpaper, 215 U.S. 182 (1900).

The right to publtsh Includes. of course, the rlldlt to refrain from publldllnll'. W41lace 
v.	 Georgia O. and N. RI!. 00., ~ Ga. 732, 22'S.E. 1179 (1894).


"" 25 X.Y. Supp. 2d 32 (Sup. Ct. 1914), 39 N.E. 2d 249 (Ct. App. 1942)
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poses of publication. A common law copyright in unpublished works, 
possession of which is transferred but not for purposes of publication, 
always remains with the author or his legal successors. The recipient 
or possessor may keepor destroy, but maynot publish the work.!'" 
5, The right to withdraw the work [rom. circulation 

There is no provision in the United States copyright statute nor has 
any court decision been found permitting an author to withdraw his 
work from circulation after it has been published.t" The author must 
find relief, if any, either in an action in contract or tort. 
6, The right to prevent eecessioe criticism 

Not only authors, but any person whose reputation has been unjusti
fiably injured has an action for libel. The action, however, dies with 
the person and, unless the libelous attack reflects on the family, there 
may be no recovery after the death of the libelled person.'>' 

Criticism of literary or artistic works is permitted within the limits 
of "fair comment," In Berg v. Printers' Ink Pub. 00. 122 the court said: 

Fair and legitimate criticism is always permitted upon any work to which 
the attention of the public has been invited. It would not be a libel upon the 
plaintiff to say that the product of his pen was not good. Whatever is written 
cannot be said to be libeious except something which decreases or lowers plain
tiff in his professional character [cit. om.] . . . . C'riticism of another's activi
ties as are matters of public concern is fair, if the criticism, even though de
famatory, is based on facts trulv stated, ... is an honest expression of the 
writer's real opinion or belief, and is not made solely for the purpose of causing 
hurt to the other .'23, 124 

n. Bake" v, Libbie, 210 ;\[",s. 59!!, 97 X.R 109 (1912) ; Denise v, Leclerc, supra, note 119 ; 
Grigsby v, Breckll~ridge, 65 Ky. 480 (1867:).; state ee rel. OIemWl8 v. lVitthaus, Circuit 
Judge, 228 S,W. 2d 4 (Missouri 1950)1.

In Chamberlain v, Feldman, 84 N.Y. Supp. :lid 713, 89 N.E. 2d 8631 (1949) the Appellate
Dlvlaton of the New York Supreme Court held that independently of th~ sale of the manu
script the common law copyright or controi of the right to reproduce belongs to the artist 
or author until disposed of by him. and' that, after the author's death, his estate may enjoin
publ lcatlon of an unpublished: manuscript. There was heid to be no presumption of trans
fer of publlcatlon rights by virtue of transfer of the manuscript. 

120 Such as Arttct» 32 of the 19u7 F'rench copvrtgh t Inw, or section 26, German Law on 
Publishing Contracts (permlt.tlng the author to buy back coples at the lowest trade price), 
or the Portuguese Copyright Law, Art. 29, under which an author may terminate his con
tract with the pubIlsher where the latter has so modified the work as to hurt the author's 
reputation, or Art. 142 of the Itallan Copyright Law. Articie V, last paragraph, of the 
Universal Copyright Convention may possibly be considered' as, at least, implled recognrtion
of the right of withdrawal. It states ~ "The [translating] llcense shall not be granted
when the author has withdrawn from circulation all copies of the work." 

121 There may be crtmtnat libel of a decPased person. State v. Haffer, 94 Wash. 136, 162 
Pac. 45 (1917).. The reason is that defamation of a dead person may be resented by rela
tives and tend to disturb the peace. 

122 54 F. SuPP. 795 (D.C.N.Y.. 19(3). off'd 'without op.• 141 F. 2d 1022 (2d Clr, 19(4).
See also; Battersb" v. Collier, 34 App. Dlv. 3147, 54 N.Y. Supp, 363 (1898) ; Shapiro, Bern
stein. and 00. v. Collier 26 USPQ 40 (D.C.S.D.N.Y. 1.934). 

123 The court in the Berg case quoted from TI'iggs v. Sun Printing and Pub . .Association, 
179 N.Y. 1144, 7[ N.E. 739 (1904),;

"The simple purpose of the rule permitting fair and honest criticism. is that it promotes
the publlc good, enables the people to discern right from wrong, encourages merit, and 
tlrm~y condemns and exposes the charlatan and the cheat, and hence is based upon public
pollcy..' .. Criticism never attacks the individual, but only his work." 

124 Roeder. 53 Harv. L. Ret'. 554 at 572 objects to the rule that the piaintlff must prove 
falsit~... mollllce and damages. This is too harsh a rule," and recommends adoption of the 
French rule giving the right to a repiy In the same medium. We have numerous provisions
of that kind. "Retraction" statutes have been passed-in Alabama, Georgia, Kansas, Michi
gan, Minnesota, New Jersey, North Carollna, North Dakota, and Ohio, (also Illinois, re
pealed two years iater). Nevada (Cornp. Laws 1929) and Ohio (Gen. Code. 1926, §§ 6319--2 
to 63190-9), have penal statutes, making it an offense for a newspaper to refuse to publlsh 
an answer. 

The right to reply, or to force retraction, may be an alternative to a llbel action, but it is 
no substitute. Even in France it has not been so considered. A plaintiff in a tort action 
for violation of his moral right must also prove malice, injury, and damages. Dalloz, Code 
Civll (1946) Art. 1382, 1383, notes. 

A publlc charge that a reporter violated a confidence (Tryon v, Ev. News .Assoc., 39 Mich. 
636 (1878»), or that an author Is a museum piece and a llterary freak (Triggs v. Sun 
Printing and PI/b. Co., supra, note 123) is llbelous per se. There need be no proof of 
special damages. 



138 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

'1. The right to relief from any other violation of the author's personal 
rights 

In Henry Holt and 00. v. Ligget and Myers Tobacco OO.I'M the court 
said, concerning quotation from a scientific book in a cigarette adver
tisement, that the "publication was not one in the field 11?- which 
[plaintiff]wrote nor was it a scientific treatise or a work designed to 
advance human knowledge. On the contrary, it is clear that the 
pamphlet intended to advance the sale of [defendant's] product 
a. purely commercial purpose. It cannot be implied that [plaintiff] 
consented to the use of his work for such a purpose." 

In Kerby v. Hal Roach Studios 128 the supposedly fictitious na\lle as 
the sender of a letter advertising a motion picture was actually the 
name of an artist. The court held that- . 
to suggest that a woman has written such a letter • • . is to impute to her a 
laxness of character [and] a coarseness of moral fiber ••• ; and to spread such 
Imputations abroad, ••. is an invasion of privacy. 

In the Neyland case 127 the unauthorized commercial use of a work of 
art was also held objectionable as an invasion of the artist's personal 
rights. 

The case of Shostakovich et al. v. Twentieth-Oent1f,1'1J FO[l) Film 001'
poration. 12S turned on the question whether musical works in the public 
domain may be reproduced on the sound track of a motion picture, the 
theme of which was in opposition to the composers' political convic
tion. Appropriate authorship credit was given to the composers.l'" 
there was no distortion of the works, and there was nothing in the film 
to indicate that its theme represented the composers' convictions. The 
demand for relief was based on Section 51 of the New York civil 
rights law (invasion of privacy), and on allegations of defamation, 
the deliberate infliction of an injury without just cause, and violation 
of the plaintiff's moral right as composers. The court found no inva
sion of privacy as the works were in the public domain. It found no 
libel and no injury as the works, being in the public domain, could be 
reproduced without permission and had, in fact, been faithfully repro
duced. Concerning the allegation of a violation of the composers' 
moral right by the reproduction of their works in an inappropriate 
manner, the court asked: "Is the standard to be good taste, artistic 
worth, political beliefs, moral concepts, or what is it to be?" 

TheShostakovich case has been pointed to by some writers as demon
strating the failure of our courts to protect the personal rights of 

In Sulllvan v. .Pang MIrror, 232 App. DiT. 007, 260 N.Y. SuPP. 420 (1981) a newspaper
artlcle tm.plled that plaintltr sports-writer had been paid to write a tavorable critique of a 
boxer. Held a llbel, as plaintiff's honesty and loyafty to his paper and to the public was 
Impugned. 

For excessive criticism see further: Oooper v. 8ton~J 24 Wend. 4:84 (N.Y. 1840)' Dowling 
v. Livlng8tone, 108 Mich. 321, 66 N.W. 2211. 1:1896),; JlfoOuv-e v. We8tern Mornlnll NII1DB 00 
(190ar, 2K. B. U)(ll Spoener v, DanlelB, 22 Jred. Cas. 9814 (18154),: PottB v. DleB, 182 F. 2;{
184 (D.C. App. 194;'!).

For British and Canadian law, Fox, op. ott. Bupra, note 63 at 1594 et Bell 
us 23 F. Supp.302 (D.C. Pa. 1938). •
 
100 153 Cal. App. 2d 207, 12,7 P. 2d 1177 (l942).
 
Dr Supra, note 7'8.
 
us Hl6 Misc. 67, 80 N.Y. SuPp. 2d 5711 (1948), a!1'd bg memorandum opInIon, 2711 App.
mv. 002,87 N.Y. Supp. 2d 480 (1949),. . 
... The credit line read: "music-trom the selected works of the Sovlet Composers-

Dmltry Sh08takovich, Serge Prokofieff, Aram Khachaturlan, Nicholai Mlashovsky con
dueted by Alfred Newman," (italics added)--'making it Obvious that the music was not 
coIIWosed for the 111m. 
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authors.v? The court has been criticized for not considering the mat
ter from the composers' point of view. In our opinion, the court 
asked a pertinent question. Even the European exponents of the 
moral right doctrine disagree as to whether the right should be based 
on a subjective or objective evaluation of the facts, while the European 
courts nearly always prefer the Iatter.!" Were we to assume-as do 
the critics-that the circumstances under which the compositions were 
used were "obviously inappropriate," the answer would be equally 
obvious. But that is the whole question: was the use inappropriate; 

) solely because the theme of the film ran counter to the composers' po
litical beliefs, there being nothing in the film to associate the com
posers' beliefs with its theme. 

Judge Frank said in Grantz v, H arr'is 182 in regard to the doctrine of 
moral right: 

A new name, 'a novel label expressive of a new generalization, can have Im
mense consequences.•.. But the solution of a problem through the invention 
of a new generalization is no :final solution. The new generalization breeds new 
problems. Stressing a newly perceived likeness between many particular hap.
penings which had theretofore seemed unlike, it may blind us to continuing un
likenesses. Hypnotized by a label which emphasizes identities, we may be led 
to ignore differences.... For, with its stress on uniformity, an abstraction 
or generalization tends to become totalitarian in its attitude toward uniqueness. 

To arm a composer with the right to suppress the use of his music 
in a film because he disapproves of the political view expressed in the 
film, would come close to censorship and would have little, if any
thing, to do with the protection of his personality.!" 

III. SUMMARY 

In the preceding pages three questions have been examined: What 
is the moral right? What protection is accorded the moral right in 
the countries which have adopted the doctrine? And what protection, 

1lIOKatz, 8upra, note 1 at 414; 'Simpson and 'Schwartz, "Equity" Annual Survey ot 
Am. Law (1948) 642 at 657. 

Mr. Katz's hypothetical analogy ot Including the judge's opinion in a collection ot 
opinions or "radical" judges seems to miss the point: publication of such a work In thi8 
country may be libel. In Derounian v, Stoke8, 168 F. 2d 305 (10th Clr. 1948), It was 
held that an Imputation of disloyalty to the country in a national crisis Is an actionable 
libel. Accord: Grant v. Reader'8 Dige8t A88'n. 151 F. 2d 733 (2d Clr. 1945).-But
why should the judge care, or what could he do, If the collection were publtshed In 
Russia? 

131 See the Baril/et case, 8upra, note 52. Plaisant, 8upra, note 27, No. 15, says: The 
Supreme Court [of France] has formally held on May 14, 1945, that the exercise of 
moral right Is subject to control and to evaluation by the courts. 

132 Supra. note 79. . 
133 'l'he Sh08takovich case was litigated In France In 1953 under the style of soo. Le 

Ohant du Monde v. Soc. FOilJ Europe and Soc. Fom Americaine Twentieth Centul"lI, Ct. 
App. Paris, Jan. 13. 1953, D.A. 1954, 16, 80. The facts were as follows: 

On July 7, 194~, plaintiff caused the film tiLe Rideau de Fer" (Iron Curtain) to be 
seized. ITbe lower court, on May 31, 1950, ordered the confiscation to be lifted and 
adjudged the Soc. Le Chant du Monde liable for damages In the amount of $9,000.00. 

On appeal, It was held that plaintiff, as assignee of the composers, was entitled to sue 
tor copyright Infringement; that Russians enjoyed copyright In France regardless of the 
lack of reciprocity; and that, under the copyright law of 1793 seizure was In order. 

In regard to the moral right the court held that there was "undoubtedly a moral 
damage." Xhls moral damage, together with the copyright infringement, was thought to 
be worth $5,000. trhe film was again seized under Art. 3 of the copyright law of 1793 
tor Infrlngemen t. 

For British and Canadian law, Fox, op. cit. 8upra, note 63 at 569 :
 
"In a proper case the author has the right to sue for damages to bls reputation. .40rc7a·
 

hold v. Sweet, (1832), 1 N. and Rob. 162; Anoer« v. Leprohon, (1899), 22 Que S.C. 170. 
. . . Despite the great number of novels and other works whlcn are grossly mutilated In 
transcribing them Into cinematographic productions, no case Is on record ot this section 
[12 (5). Can. Copyr. Law] having been Invoked." . 
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if any, exists in the United States for the personal rights of authors 
which, under the doctrine, constitute the components of the moral 
right] 

Article 6bis of the revised Berne Convention provides in paragraph 
(1) that the author shall have the right, during his lifetime, to claim 
authorship in his work and to object to any violation of the integrity 
of his work which would be prejudicial to his honor or reputation. 
This provision contains its own limitation, for a violation is not action
able unless there is a prejudice to the author's professional honor or 
reputation. Whether or not there is such prejudice is to be determined f 

by the court, and not by the author. At the present time, Article 6bi.! 
of the Berne Convention seems to represent the limit of agreement 
among the adherents to the moral right doctrine, because most aspects 
of the moral right, such as its nature, it components, and its duration 
are far from crystallized. . 

Some writers have claimed for the doctrine of the moral right a 
broad scope which, however, has not yet emerged from the theoretical 
stage, and which has not found expression in the court decisions of the 
"moral right countries." The judicial enforcement of the moral right 
as such, whether based on statutes or, in the absence of any pertinent 
statutory provision, on court interpretation of the doctrine, rarely goes 
beyond recognition of the paternity right, and of the right to prevent 
changes in the work which the court, in its own opinion, considers to be 
prejudicial to the author's honor or reputation. The European courts, 
almost without exception, have refused to yield to attempts by authors 
to invoke the moral right on grounds untenable by objective standards. 
Manifestly, most courts in the "moral right countries" are not so 
impressed by the theories of the textwriters as to ignore contractual 
obligations and the equities on each side of the case. 

The other rights claimed by some writers to be components of the 
moral right are not Tecognized as such in the Berne Convention. 
These other rights either have been protected on principles other than 
the moral right or have not been the subject of litigation. Thus, the 
right to create a work or to refuse to do so is merely a matter of deny
ing specificperformance of a contract to create and deliver a work; and 
the author IS none the less liable for breach of contract. Whether the 
right to publish a work is considered a property right or a component 
of the moral right, where the author refuses to fulfill his obligation 
under a publishing contract, an interpretation of the contract by the 
court is necessary to settle the question.i'" The right to prevent "ex
cessive" criticism, and the right to prevent any other attack on the 
author's "special" personality are enforced under the law of defama
tion, libel or slander, or on some other tort principle unconnected with 
the copyright law. The right to withdraw a work from circulation 
apparently has not been litigated in connection with the moral right, ,and the provisions in several laws granting this right are so restric
tive that the right seems hardly more than an illusion. 

The question of duration of the moral right is also controversial. 
Under the German law, present and proposed, the moral right termi
nates with the copyright, i.e., fifty years after the death of the author. 

1U It remains to be seen how the French courts wlll deal with the provision in Art. 32 of 
the copyright law of 1957 that "Notwithstanding the transfer of the exploitation rights.
the author, ... shall enjoy. in relation to the transferee, the right to correct or retract." 
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In French jurisprudence and the French copyright law of 1957, the 
moral right is independent of the copyright term, and lasts forever. 
Under the laws of Great Britain and Switzerland personal rights of 
the author terminate with his death. The Berne Convention provides 
for protection of the author's moral right during his lifetime; after 
his death, according to paragraph (2) of Article 6bis, protection of 
the moral right may exist "insofar as the legislation of the Countries 
of the Union permits." 

Despite strenuous efforts by the proponents of the moral right doc
trine during the last thirty years, progress toward a uniform incorpo
ration of the moral right m the copyright laws of the Berne countries 
has not been impressive. Some of the member countries of the Berne 
Union specifically protect the moral right as such (e.g., Austria, 
France, Italy, Portugal), or recognize it m dispersed J?rovisions con
cerning one or more of the components of the moral right (e.g., Bel
gium, Germany, Netherlands), or provide such protection through 
recognition of the moral right by the courts without benefit of statute 
(this was the case in France before the copyright law of 1957 was in 
effect) . Other Berne countries protect the moral right of the author 
only to the extent that, and in the same manner as, personal rights 
of all persons are recognized (e.g., Great Britain, Switzerland). 

The fact that the French copyright law of 1957 and the German 
draft copyright law 135 reflect widely divergent theories on the moral 
right makes it apparent that an agreement on the principles of the 
doctrine is not to be expected in the foreseeable future. However, 
recent writings of European authors on the subject show a tendency 
to reduce to more acceptable proportions the formerly excessive claims 
made for the moral right and to consider, to a greater extent, the prac
tical requirements of publishers and users of literary and artistic 
works. 

Much confusion concerning the doctrine has been created. by the 
claim that the moral right is inalienable, whatever may happen to the 
property aspects of the copyright. Actually, the moral right is in
alienable only in the sense that, like all personal rights, it is not 
capable of transfer by sale or gift. But there is no effective rule of 
law which prevents an author from waiving one or more of the compo
nents of the moral right. While the courts in the "moral right coun
tries" generally do not construe contracts as implying a tacit waiver 
of the moral right, there seems to beno decision voiding an agreement 
which expressly and unambiguously waives those personal rights that 
comprise the moral right. Moreover, in some situations there is a legal 
presumption of a waiver of the paternity right or of the right to pre
vent changes which may prejudice the author's professional standing. 
Thus, in the case of collective works, such as newspapers or encyclope
dias, the paternity right, and sometimes the right to prevent changes, 
is presumed to be waived. Further, in the case of an adaptation of 0. 
work for a different medium, such changes as are reasonably required 
by the medium are held to be authorized. 

Without using the label "moral right," or designations of the com
ponents of the moral right, the courts in the Umted States arrive a.t 
much the same results as do European courts. Substantially the same 
personal rights are upheld, although often under different principles. 

134 March. 1954. 
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IAlso substantially the same limitations are imposed on these rights,
rfreq~ently on the same basis.-" Thus, both here and abroad: 
. (1) An author has the right to be given credit in the publication, 
performance, adaptation or other use of his work; but he may waive 
this right. For some types of publications, such as an author's ?on
tribution to a collective work, this right is presumed to be waived 
unless specifically reserved.. . . 
. Conversely, an author has the right to restrain the use of hISname 
in a work that is not his, or in a distorted version of his work; but 
he may waive this right.

(2) An author has the right to prevent prejudicial changes in his 
work; but he may waive this right. When he authorizes the use of 
his work in a different medium, he is presumed to have consented to 
the changes necessary to adapt his work to that medium. 

(3) An author cannot be compelled to perform his contract to 
create a work; but he will be liable in damages for breach of such 
a contract. 

(4:) An author has the right to publish his work or to withhold it 
from publication ; but he may assign or license this right. 

(5) An author may prevent defamation of character (the "exces
sive criticism" of the moral right doctrine), and unfair use or misuse 
of his work by an action in tort, such as defamation, libel, slander, 
or unfair competition. 

Judge Frank concluded in the case of Grone v. Harris 137 that there 
were adequate grounds in the common law for enjoining distribution 
of a distorted version,and hence there was no need to resort to the 
doctrine of moral right as such. We believe that this is generally 
true for all aSllects of the personal rights of authors,and that com
mon law principles, if correctly applied, afford an adequate basis for 
protection of such rights. In our view, the contention that the au
thor's rights of personality are not sufficiently protected in the United 
States, and the belief that there is an irreconcilable breach between 
European and American concepts of protection of authors' personal 
rights, seem to be dispelled by close scrutiny of the court decisions 
here and abroad. While a few American courts may be thought to 
have been remiss in protecting authors' personal rights (especially in 
finding implied waivers in ambiguous contracts), such decisions are 
exceptional and may be considered erroneous under common law prin
ciples. Given the same facts, the large majority of courts in America 
and abroad employ the same resonable and ~uitab]e standards for 
the protection of authors' personal rights. ThIS similarity of protec
tion has been obscured by the differences of approach and terminology. 
There is a considerable body of precedent in the American decisions 
to 'afford to our courts ample foundations in the common law for the 
protection of the personal rights of authors to the same extent that 
such protection is given abroad under the doctrine of moral right. 

ue We come to the final conclusion that. under dlft'erent names and by dift'erent proee
dnres, the AngI~SaJ:on law resembles the French law more than may seem at first blush. 
To arrive at this conclusion we simply have to forget whether the moral right Is or is not 
su~ect to alienation. Plaisant, Bupra, note 27. No. 22. 

198 F. 2d ri8ri (2d ere, 19:;2) (concurring opinion). 

o 




