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107 COPYRIGHT LAW REVISION 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

The results of this survey point to many conclusions; the following 
appear to be clearly supported and of most pertinence to the kind 
of notice provision which a revised copyright law should contain: 

Almost all libraries make frequent use of the copyright notice for 
some purposes. There is no question but that copyright notices are 
referred to in anyone library many thousands of times a year. 

Most libraries, other than the Library of Congress, acquire more 
works containing copyright notices than works which do not. This 
is true of all library materials now subject to copyright except works 
of art (i.e., books, periodicals, dramas, maps, music, and still and 
motion pictures). 

The notice is used by librarians in giving direct service to the public 
and also in selecting, acquiring, and organizing materials for service. 

Many librarians use the copyright notice as their principal if not 
sole guide in determining whether a work, or portions of it, may be 
copied without permission; they check the name in the notice in 
determining the person or body to be contacted for permission. Far 
more use of the notice for this purpose is made by the Library of 
Congress than by libraries generally, and more by large libraries than 
small ones. 

The copyright notice is of concern to libraries principally because it 
contains the copyright date; the name in the notice is of secondary 
utility. 

The copyright date is widely interpreted by libraries as the date of 
the content of the work; to the extent that the date of content sug
gests that the work contains the latest information available or the 
information available at a particular time, it is a conveniently placed 
indication of the possible value of a work, and as such is useful both 
in selecting works for addition to the collection and in assisting 
library users in making the best use of the materials in the collection. 

This use of copyright date is representative of the noncommercial 
use made of the notice by the general public; particularly by those 
who tend to discriminate in their choice of materials on the basis of 
the date of the content. 

Some librarians consider the notice (especially the date) as a pro
tection of the public against misrepresentation of the content, much 
as the labeling requirements of the Pure Food and Drug Act (and 
similar labeling laws relating to other products) protect the public in 
the use of such products. 

The copyright date has other uses in libraries, notably that of con
veying information regarding earlier editions of the same work. The 
date is used in such other library activities as cataloging, shelf listing, 
recataloging, discarding, ordering replacement copies, arranging edi
tions of the same work on the shelves, retiring older works to storage 
collections, and identifying rare books. 

Most libraries would be inconvenienced, many quite seriously, if 
copyright date were no longer required in the notice, or if the notice 
itself were no longer required. Some libraries mentioned their past 
and present difficulties occasioned by the lack of a copyright date in 
the notice for maps, and urged strongly that date should be required 
in the notice for maps as well as for other materials. 




