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The uudersigned submits herewit.h his annual report concerning $he 
ilrogress of the Library of Congress and the coprright business during 
the year closing December 31, 1850. 

The annual enumeration of the books and yamphleb in the Library, 
prosecnted t,his pear under greatly increased difficulties, owing to the 
overcrowded coudition of the collections in every department, exhibits a 
1 otal of 39G,7SS volumes and about 133,000 pamnpldets. Of this a g p -  
p t e  50,4t25 books belong to the law depa~%ment of t l ~ e  Library. 

The accessions during the year 1880 embraced 22,766 volulnes of books, 
and 32,023 pamphlets, derived from the fc~llowing specified sourem: 

Boob. Pamphkta. 
I'l*>m porohmea ................................................................ 6 . m  856 
Vn~m wpgright .......... .. ..................................................... 12,370 8,540 
In ' r~~m deposit by the Smithsonian Institntiou ................................... 1, EC4 2 54s 
I'nm donatinno.. ............................................................... 840 048 
Flr~m exchangee ........................................................... I, 368 329 - - 

Total ..................... ............. ........... ,. ...................... 22,788 12,822 

At the date of my last report, Januacy 2,1880,' the Library numbered 
374,022 volumes of books and about 120,000 pamphlets. 

I have again to report a gratifying increase in the entries and receipt& 
of the copyright department during the year 1580, evincing a eteady 
i~llprovernent in the publishing enterprise of the country. The total 
1111nber of entries of copyright publications in IS80 wae 20,GSG, being 
1111 increase of 2,561 over the entries of 1579, and a much larger number 
I,l~;m in any former pear. The fees paid into the Treasury on account of 
records of copyright, copies of such entries, and records of assignment, 
a~nounted to the surn of $16,603.50, showing an increase of $1,013.60 over 
Lllo year preceding., 
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The a,ggregata entrim of copy~'ght during 1880 embraced the follow- 

ing specific classes of pllblications : 

Books ..............................~....................................... 7, 108 
Periodicela ................................................................. 4. 36!) 
Musical compositioos ....................................................... 5. 62e 
Dramatic compositions ..................................................... 4'3h 
Maps end cherts ............................................................ 1. 051 
Engrevings and cl..~omos ................................................... 1. 481 
Photographs ............................................................... 407 
Prints ..................................................................... 43 
Designs end drawings ...................................................... 88 
Paintings .................................................................. 15 

Tote1 ................................................................ '10. 6% 

The deposits of publications of every description during 1880 are sum- 
marized under the following heads. showing the accessions to t. he col- 
lections in the l5ast twe.lve months under the copyright law : 

Books ...................................................................... 12, 370 
Periodic& ................................................................ 8, 7833 
Musical compositiom ....................................................... lr, 5r( 
Dramatic composition8 .................................................... 146 
Maps and chsrte ...................................................... , ... 1, 642 
Engravings andchromoe .................................................... 2, 521 

. Photographs ............................................................... 624 
F'rinta ..................................................................... 22 
Designe .................................................................... 18 

-7 

Total ................................................................ 36, 660 

Two copjes of each publication protected being required to be depot+ 
ited. the net additions to the collections of copyright xuaterial are 18. 330 
articles. of which 6. 185 were books. besides periodicals numbering 4.391 . 

The various funds of the Library and the Eotanic Garden appropria- 
tions. under control of the Joint Committee on the Library. exhibit th r  
following unexpended bdances Janiialy 1. 1881 : 
Fund for i n c r e w  of the Library ......................................... $11, 917 70 

..................... Fund for ornamenting the  Cap!tol w;th works of ert 7. 950 Oo 

..................... Fund for portraits of Presidente of the Uui:ed 6 ;e .a  1. 134 .50 
Fund for purchase and printing of unpubliched historical manuscripts re- 

lating to early French discoveries in the Northwest and on the Miseie 
sippi .................................................................. 5. 964 04 

.................. Fund for salaries in the Botanic Garden and greenhouses 6. 863 yU 
Fund for improving Botanic Garden ..................................... 1. 939 61 
Fund for imprdving buildings in Botanic Garden ......................... 3. 397 fdi 
Fund for providing additional acco~nmodation for the Congressional Li- 

brary .................................................................. 3. 180 00 
Fund for contingent expenses of Library ................................. 1. 267 %J 

The still unsettled question of a permanent provision to relieve tho 
increasing dificulties that beset the administration of this overcrowdetl 
Library has at length a near prospect of solution . By the c .m  tion of 
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a joint select comm iteee on additional cbccommodationa for the Libmy 
of Congress, by act approved June 8, ISSO, Congress h a  evinced ita 
purpose to enter upon the subject by s comprehensive inquiry, with s 
view to provide a remedy. The joint select committee, after protracted 
and thorough examination, have agreed upon a, repo~t  unanimously m- 
ommending the immediate erection of a separate library building. As 
the time that would be necessarily occupied in erecting this edifice will, 
in a,ny event, extend to between two and three years, during which the 
collections will be increasing con~ta~ntly and largely, it is a matter of 
urgent necessity that Congress should give effect to the conclusions 
reached by the joint committee by leg<slation a t  the present session. 

AINSWORTH R. SPOFFORD, 
Librarian of Congrese. 

Eon. D. W. VOORHEEB, 
Chairman of Joint Comnhittee on the Library. 


