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R E C O R D I N G  D O C U M E N T S  W I T H  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  O F F I C E

When recording a document with 
the Copyright Office, you must 
identify the works related to the 
document in the paper submission. 



S U B M I T T I N G  T I T L E  L I S T S

Submitting a paper list of titles
• Takes time to index the document
• Potential for inaccuracies in 

manual transcription

• Time needed to record the 
document and issue a certificate



E L E C T R O N I C  T I T L E  L I S T  B E N E F I T S

Electronic Title Lists Reduce:
• Amount of time to index 

the document

• Potential for inaccuracies 
in the public record 

• Time to record the document 
and issue a certificate

• Required Fees for more 
than 11 titles



E T L  T E M P L AT E



T I T L E  N U M B E R



L E A D I N G  A R T I C L E



A LT E R N AT I V E  T I T L E S



P R I M A R Y  T I T L E  N U M B E R



W H AT  D O E S  T H E  E T L  VA L I D AT O R  T O O L  D O ?

• Checks that you have 
used the Office’s required 
ETL template. 

• Checks the ETL file for the 
Office’s data-formatting 
requirements.

• Generates an error report 
if there is an issue with the 
data formatting

• Generates a success 
message if the ETL file 
returns no errors



E T L  VA L I D AT O R  W E B  PA G E



VA L I D AT O R  E R R O R

ETL Validator Error Message and Success Messages



VA L I D AT O R  E R R O R  R E P O R T

ETL Validator Error Message and Success Messages



VA L I D AT O R  E R R O R  R E P O R T

ETL Validator Report

====Please correct the below errors=====

Row 10, Column E: ERROR! No primary title number provided. 
Column D of this row lists a type of alternative title, 
indicating that the title in this row is an alternative 
title. If so, in Column E, please enter the title number 
from Column A (not the row number) of the associated 
primary title. If this is not an alternative title, delete 
the alternative title type in Column D.



VA L I D AT O R  S U C C E S S  M E S S A G E

ETL Validator Error Message and Success Messages



http://copyright.gov/recordation/etl/

http://copyright.gov/recordation/etl/validator



