
A lot has happened since the passage of the Music 
Modernization Act (MMA) in October 2018. Over the past year, 
the Office engaged in over thirty public engagement activities, 
including speaking at events and developing digital products. 
We were even featured on a podcast. In July, the Copyright 
Office designated the Mechanical Licensing Collective, Inc. to 
administer the new blanket license, and in September, the Office 
issued a notice addressing the implementation of regulations that 
will apply to the blanket license.

But the most important changes are yet to come. January 1, 2021, will mark the day 
that the new blanket license takes effect under the MMA. Over the next few years, 
the Copyright Office will be engaging in a comprehensive public education campaign. 
But we need your help to ensure everyone is aware of the important changes on the 
horizon. Thank you for subscribing to our newsletter, and most importantly, helping to 
spread the word with your network!

Sincerely,
Regan Smith
General Counsel and Associate Register of Copyrights
U.S. Copyright Office
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What You Need to Know about Title I 

Title I of the Music Modernization Act makes significant 
updates to the way songwriters are paid when their works are 
played on digital streaming services. The Copyright Office has 
a basic guide breaking down this important section of the law, 
available for download here.

You can also request physical copies by emailing 
copyoutreach@copyright.gov with the subject line MMA 
MATERIALS.

 
The Creation of the Music Modernization Act

The Music Modernization Act passed with unanimous support 
in Congress, but not without the efforts of many. Take a look 
at how this law came together on our website, including 
interviews with the members of Congress who worked to 
ensure its passage.

 
Unclaimed Royalties Study Video and Glossary of Terms 

As directed by the MMA, the U.S. Copyright Office is 
undertaking a public study to determine the best practices 
that the Mechanical Licensing Collective may implement to 
effectively identify copyright owners and unclaimed royalties 
of musical works while encouraging copyright owners to claim 
royalties and ultimately reduce the occurrence of unclaimed 
royalties. To provide an educational foundation and facilitate 
public discussion on issues relevant to the study, the Office 
held an all-day symposium on December 6. The full transcript, 
glossary of terms, and videos from the event are available here.
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