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SIR: I have the l i o l i o r  to submit my report as Librarian 
of Coneess for the fiscal year ellding June 30, 1905. 

VINANCE 

The followirig table exhibits the appropriations and ex- 
penditures of tlie Library proper a l l d  of the Copyriglit 
Office for the fiscal year, and the appropriations for the 
year now current. Details are give11 in Appendix Ia. In- 
cluded also are tlie a p p r o p r i a t i o l l s  for the equipnieot and 
care of the building ant1 grounds, expended by tlie Super- 
intendent. Tlie allotment for printing and binding (dur- 
ing the past year $185,000) is not included. 

Ohject of appropriation 
- -- -- - - - . . - - - - - - 
Lihrary and Copyright Ofice: 

..... Salaries, geueral service.. 
...... Salaries, speci;~l service 
..... Salaries, S ~ ~ n d a y  sewice..  

Salaries, distrihutiol~ card in- 
........................ dexeb. 

.... Salaries. Copvright Ofice.. 
. . . . . . . . . .  Increase nf I.ihrary. 

.- .......... ........ ... - . - ....... - ..... 

a 111eluding balance brought forward. 
b'l'his expenditure is offset hy s~~hscr ipt ions  covered into the Treas~lry  during 

the past year $1g,jgfi.55 actually :~l)plietl. 
(:This expe~~d i tu re  is offset I)y fees covered illto the 'I're;~s~ll.y d u r i ~ ~ g  the pas1 

yenr $78,058. 
d Hxcl~~sive of $1.5a, to he e x p e ~ ~ d e d  hy the marshal of the Supren~e court f r ~ r  

I I ~ X V  books for that hod?. 
e Increased from &o.cmu 1,). act of Fehn~nry  IS, 1904. 

LIB lW5-2 ( 7 )  

:gT:<:z 
- - -. 

$235.660. oo 

11 1,739.33 
~o,om.oo 

64, p 0 . m  
c 70,440. oo 
dgy.Hocl. a) 

Contingent expenses .......... 
Total. I.il~rary a r ~ d  Copy- 

right of ice . .  ............... 
Building and grounds: 

Care n ~ ~ d  maintenance.. ....... 
Fuel, light, and n ~ i r c e l l a ~ ~ c o ~ ~ s .  
Purniture and shelving.. . . . . . .  
Sunday o p e ~ ~ i n g .  .............. 

7, 31xl.00 7, yw. w 
. . .  - . -. .. -. 

430.43933 437.350. ca 

74. 745.m 
rjg. wu.m 

45, u w . ~  
z,gw.oo 

Grand total.. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . I  sRX, a. 33 

:0.7X.j. w 
32,gm.oo 
so.wm. m 

z. 8oo.m 
. . . . . . .  
.99.435. oo 



8 h't-jot-t of the Liht-(zriatt of Co?<qrrss 

Of the $311,360 al>lxopriatel for salaries, exclusive of 

the Suuday alld special services, $932.30 were Iinex- 

pellded and relllaill ill the Treasury. This sutll rcpre- 

sents not a s ~ ~ r p l ~ t s  provision for service, but salaries for 

a time ulldrawll, tllosc of enlployees temporarily absent 

witllout pay, or of 11t.w appointees who failetl to rl~ralify 

prolnl'tly after appoilltnlerlt. 

As will I)e seen, the appropriations for thc past year 

were sul~sta~ltially itlelltical with those for tllc precetlillg. 

111 the general force the increase was merely of :i tllou- 

sand tlollar cnlployee. The only other increases in the 

appropriations untler nly corltrol (those for the Copyright 

Office and the Card Section) were to meet the increas- 

ing busi~less in two divisions of our work w l ~ i c l ~  are self- 

sustaining; aud were more thali offset by the receipts. 

For the conliug pear there has 1,eerl provitled no in- 

crease except of $~,ooo for service in one of tl~ese two 

divisions-the Card Section. I asked for none other, ex- 

cept the following, all ill repetition of previous requests: 

r stenographer and typewriter for the Periodical Division, at. . $pm 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r clerk, Copyright Office, at trn 

Certain increases of salary in the nature of adjustments, 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a~xlouxltil~g to .'. 2, 500 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Acllitional for increase of the Library ro, CXK) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Index to conlparative legislation. 28, ~ X K )  

I'1le.w are also the limit of my requests in the estimates 

recently submitted for the fiscal year 1906-7. If I go 110 

further it is not because there is not useful work on lland 

ant1 ill lxospect exceediilg the capacity of our present force, 

hut because I wisl~ to keep the estimates within the dimen- 

sion which five years ago I stated to be necessary for a 

reasonable progress with the work then seeu to he abso- 

lutely necessary. I n  point of 11un11)ers the force is now as 

I plalllletl for then; but the organization is not, nor \\*ill 

it be, until there sliall 1e  granted the increases in salary 



which are necessary to adjust fairly the salaries of certain 

en~ploj~ees doing equivnlerlt work without equivalent pay. 

SERVICE 
(Noting only chflegr.; prior to J~llle 30. lms) 

Among tlle resignations of the past year 113s been that A ' t ~ ' g ~ a * ~ * ~ *  

of Mr. J.  Christiall ]jay, of our Catalogue I)ivisiol~, a well- 

trained specialist in certain I)ral~cl~es of science, particnlarly 

natural history allcl 1)iology. He left us to beconle chief 

classifier of the Jol111 Crerar Library of Chicago. 111 

exchange, l~ou~ever, Mr. Clarence W. Perley has retunled 

to us from that very position. His specialty is rather the 

applietl sciel~ces. In these also the tlivision has h e n  

strengthened by the nppoilltnle~lt of Mr. H. H. 13. Meyer, 

Iate of the New York I'ublic Library. Mr. Alexis 17. 

Babine, our specialist in Russian literature, resigne? last 

spring to Ixconle a member of the ofice of the Associated 

press at St. Petershurg. hIiss Laura Halomond, of the 

Catalogue Uivisioll, accepted the post of librariall of the 

Georgia School of technology. 

Another governmel~t library has been supplied from our 

service, that of the Naval ltrar College at Xe~rport,  to the 

lihraria~lship of which Mr. Fretlerick C. Hicks, late of our 

Map Division, was appointed after competitive exalnil~ation. 

The Copyright Office has lost the exceedillgly efficient 

services of Mr. Leonard B. Cool its chief clerk, who 

resigned last March to accept a business psition of 

promise, requiring illitiative alld executive ability. 

The col~duct of the Divisioll of Docurneats, from which 

Mr. Falkner resigned a year ago, has been assigned for the 

present to Mr. Jnllles I>. Thotnpsotl, who has heen with 

us for several years, rendering important service ill the 

cataloguing and classificatior~ of scientific literathre, and 

of late designated as i l l  charge of the "Sciellce Sectioll" 
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COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

The report of the Register of Copyrights appears in full 

The principal statistics of the bnsiiless done are as fol!ows: 

C~PYRIGIIT:  
-. - -. -- ~ ..-- . ~ ~ ~ ..- ~. - -  - 

Slalr:<lics 
Fi.x.a 1 yea r b  

. . . . . . . . . .  pees receive<, a n d )  ... .- ._ 
applied 

/ I X ~ I ! ~ /  Ilyr*I 1 W I -  1 lW2-3 1 193-4 ( 1904-5 
_~ . -  _ . . .  . . . . . . . .  

Domestic (50  cerlts) 
entries .............. 

I * o r e i ~ ~ l  ($I) entries . . 
For certificates. .,..... 
For ass ig~~nlents  re- 

co.ed . . . . . . . . .  
Por searches. ......... 

Total ............ 65, z u h . ~  63,687. go; 64,687. oo'= ~7 ; ! , hz~~~  T c m  

Total nun~her  of de- 
posits received (ma- 
terial of al l  classes, 
including d u p  l i -  

............... cates) 
Total number of en- 

tries.. ............... 

Total communications 
received, includiug 
parcels, but exclud- 
ing deposits noted 
above ............... 

Total comm~lninations 
sent out ( inc lud in~  
letters written) ..... 

I t  will be noted that durilig the past year the number of 
entries has reached I I 3,374. 

The fees froni copyrights are covered into the Treasnry, 

and not applied directly to the maintenance of the Copy- 

right Office. They for111 a regular revenue of the Govern- 
inent, however, and a net revenue over the direct expenses 

of the d c e ,  as appears fro111 the followiilg comparison: 



RECEIPTS 

.. Fees covered in (luring the fiscal year 1904-5, as above. $78,058. m h'~.c.fik!s a 
expenses 

EXPENSES 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Salaries, as stated. $7 J, 662.46 
Statio~~ery and sundries. .................... 967.72 

-- 75,630.18 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Net cash earnings 2,427.82 

The a~nount expended for salaries ($74,662.46) includes 

the sum of $4,680 paid in salaries to certain employees who 

have been classifying and crediting the old deposits received 

prior to 1897. This expenditure is chargeable to arrears. 

The currcnf expenses of the office are therefore considerably 

more than met by the czirrenf receipts. 

The above statement includes all disbursen~enfs except the 

cost of furniture, of printing, and of binding, but only cash 
rrt~cipfs. 

In addition to cash fees the copyriglit business brings 

each year to the Governnient, in the articles deposited, 

property to the value of lnally thousands of dollars. D u r i ~ ~ g  

the past fiscal year 207,424 such articles were received. 

The value of those drawn up into the collections of the 

Library far exceeded the amount of net cash earnings. 

The work of the Copyright Office is divided into two 

portions: ( I ) The current business, covering applications 

received since the reorganization of the office under the 

Register in 1897; (2) the arrears, the classification, credit- 

ing, and indexing of the entries and deposits prior to 1897 

(i. e., from 1870, when the office was first placed under the 
Librarian of Congress). 

On tile 6th day of July, 1905, when the report of theco~y~11:~r op- 
P I C E  

Copyright O5ce was submitted, the remittances received ( - M ~ ~ ~ ~ (  

up to the third mail of the day had been recorded andneSS 

acknowledged; the account books of the bookkeeping divi- 



hion were written up :rlld l)ostetl to June 30, and the accoulnts 

re~~dered to the Treasury Department were settled up to 

and inclutlirlg the 1no11t11 of J l~~ne ,  while earlned fees to June 

30, inclusive, hntl 1)ecll pait1 ir~to the Treasury. 

.Ill copyright applications receivetl up  to and i~ncludii~g 

Juue 30 Inat1 b e c ~ ~  ~)assctl tipo~n :111d refln~ncls nlntle. 'flne 

total unf~nislned l)l~sil~ess for the frill eight years, from July 

I ,  1397, to J I I I I ~  30, 1 y ~ 5 ,  ;i~nounts to Imt $442.47, as 

against a total of co~~~p le t ed  I~usit~ess for tlne same period of 

8527,335.50. 
~ \ t  tlne close of business 011 July 6, rgog, tnotwithstar~ding 

tlnc i ~ ~ t e r v e n ~ i ~ ~ g  Saturday half-holiday and Sunday, tlne 

titles for record iin all classes had been dated, cl:lssified, and 

n~unberetl to June 30. All titles hat1 Iwen i~~dexed  up to 

Jli~ne 30. 

The articles of all clasws tlcposited tltnri~ng the year had 

bee11 stamped, cataloguecl, and credited up to the receipts 

of June 30, illcln~sive. 

The Catalogue of Title Entries had bee11 hrouglnt for- 

w:lrtl to No. 730 of June 29, rgog. 

Tlne certificate and nolncertificate entries call classes ex- 

cept X to June 27, and S and C to June 23) had been 

recortletl to June 30, ilnclusivc, and certificates and ~~o t i ce s  

of entry to the saune (late, ~nade, revised, and mailed. 
CopVRrGHT OF- Tlne exal~nitnatior~ and arrangement of the Inlass of de- 

VICE 

e posits Inn.; k e n  co~ntil~uetl, and 51,868 credited r~~usical 

co~nnpositio~ls ( previol~sly arranged by years of entry) hal-e 

bee11 given a more exact arr:l~~gennent and convenie~~tly 

shelved for future reference. 

Credited articles to tlne 11u111i)er of 44,263 (including 

6,083 1>:11u1)11lets, I 2,932 leaflets, 9,694 l)eric)dical?, :~nd 

14.07 1 11111sica1 c o ~ ~ ~ p o s i t i o ~ ~ s )  Inave heen properly filed 

away l ~ ~ ~ d c r  year ant1 11uln1)er. I11 the work of crediting 

deposits, I 8,494 articles were hantlletl, and I 7,722 articles 
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(including 2. 083 pamphlets and 14. 208 musical composi- 

tions) \\?ere credited a l ~ d  properly filed away . In the case 

of 772 articles. identificatioil and credit co111d not he inade. 

and they were accordingly indexed and filed . 
Index cards (title and proprietor) for dramatic composi- 

tions to the number of 1481  r were written . 
At the close of business June 30. 1905. there remained 

uncredited in the files of the Copyright Office 174.325 

articles deposited prior to July I .  1897. as follows: 

Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .  k9 

Pamphlets and leaflets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41.76 .; 
Periodical contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3. 138 

I'eriodicals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19. 8go 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Musical compositions 64.749 

1)ralnatic conipositions: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Typewritten 386 

Pril~ted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2i9 
Nanuscripts. etc... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2; 

- 65 2 
Maps: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sheetmaps 1. 605 

Insurancenlaps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7. 31.5 
Roll maps and charts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85 
Atlases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Engravings. cuts. and prints I I. 018 

Dress prints . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chromos and lithographs . . . .  

Posters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Photographs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Stereographs . . . . . . . . . . .  
Kinetographs . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  Fine art photographs 

Miscellany: 

Games .................. 
Other miscellany . . . . . . . .  



During the past eight years the b~isiness (lone by the 

Office shows the following: 

Total l ~umlxr  of e ~ ~ t r i e s . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  751, 123 
Total number of articles c1ep)sitrrl.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r ,  276, 143 
Total :ul~ou~lt of fcrs received ntld app l i e~ l . .  . . . . . . . . . .  $527,33550 

Total c.xpe~itliture for service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $427,555.22 

Net receipts ;~t>ove expenses for service.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  $99,747. 2 8  

T h i n g  the thirty-five years since the copyright ~vork 

I)cu.a~ne a basi~lcss of the T4it)r:~ry of Co~~gress, the total 

number o f  entries has k e n  r ,631,979 Of the total i~um- 

her of articles deposited tlurilig that t h e ,  there are in the 

files of the Copyriglit Office r,439,61 r ,  excl~~sive of those 

tral~sferred to the 1,ibmry proper. 
J ! /  A revisiorl of the copyright laws is col~sidered later in 

<-r~p,w t , ~  / I /  1a:r.s 
my report. See pages 85-9-1 
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REVISION O F  COPYRIGHT LAWS 

The existing copyright laws of the Iinited States are 

atllllittetll~r illlperfect and coiifusetl, difficult for the courts 

to interpret, niitl iinpossible lor the Copyright Office to 

adininister to the satisfaction of its clients. A sirnilar, 

though less flagrant col~ditioti of the laws relating to 

trade-illarks led to the appointment by Coligress of  a 

Coml~iis~ion to revise and codify them. Similar action has 

been urged to (leal with copyright. The experielice of the 

coiniiiittees of Collgress coliceriiecl with these subjects let1 

them to Ixlieve, however, that as effective results would 

be achieved more promptly, and at less cost, by conference 

and agreement anlong the various interests particularly 

suffering froni defects in the present laws and likely to 

benefit in a direct and practical way by the correctioli of 

tliern. 

In April last the following circular was issued from my 

office: 
.4przY ro ,  1905 

" SIR: I t  is generally adiiiitted by those most tlirectly 
concerned that the copyriglit laws of the United States 
need revision. Since the enactmelit o f  the Revised 






































































