Name: Tom Spi ndl er

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #2 (DVD Regi on Codi ng):
Audi ovi sual works stored on Digital Versatile Disks ("DvDs") that are not
available in Region 1 DVD format and access to which is prevented by

t echnol ogi cal neasures.

Summary:

Di sc nane: Laputa, Spirited Away (both filns distributed by Intercontinenta
Vi deo Limted)

While in Hong Kong, my sister came across several DVDs unavailable in the US
-- several of Hayao Myazaki's early Studio Ghibli works. Foolishly, she
bought for ne the official D sney-sanctioned DVDs instead of the cheaper
pirated, un-region-coded DVDs. (Intercontinental Video Limted clains on its
web page to be Hong Kong's exclusive distributor of Disney content; the
packagi ng al so included a M ckey Muuse sticker on the front as well as a
Copyright Buena Vista Hone Entertai nment notice, |eading her to feel confident
that she was indeed purchasing legitinmate products.) When | tried to play
them however, | found that they were region-coded for Region 3, making them
conpletely useless in an unnodified DVD player. | now have several |egally-
bought DVDs, with material unavailable in the US, produced by a US conpany,
and they're utterly unplayable. The |l esson is clear: Don't buy the officia
DVDs -- buy the quasi-Ilegal, non-region-coded DVDs instead.



