Nane: Robert Worne

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #2 (DVD Regi on Codi ng):
Audi ovi sual works stored on Digital Versatile Disks ("DvDs") that are not
available in Region 1 DVD format and access to which is prevented by

t echnol ogi cal neasures.

Summary:

Di sc nane: Fukuro no shiro (1999) AKA:OM's Castle Catal og No: PCBG 114 DVD
Rel ease 5/ 17/ 2000 Theatrically released in winter of 1999, the film becane a
huge hit in Japan. It's a ninja action drama based on the Naoki Award w nning
novel .

I chi gensan (1999) AKA: The First-tiners Catal og No: PIBD- 1001 DVD Rel ease

7/ 26/ 2000 The 1999 Japanese filmon DVD. A romantic drama about '"'I'' - a

Swi ss student in Japan and a blind Japanese woman. Cast: Edward Atterton
Honam Suzuki, Yoshi ko Tanaka, et al. Special features: Interviews with the
main actors (5 mins.), theatrical trailer(s). Witten, directed, and edited by
| sao Mori noto.

Tokyo biyori (1997) Catal og No: KIBF-42 DVD Rel ease 4/19/2000 A sentinenta

| ove story, starring M ho Nakayama and Naot o Takenaka. It's becone an
exceptional long-run hit. 'Tokyo Biyori' is the 3rd novie directed by Naoto
Takenaka. Ryuichi Sakanpto arranged the scores, conducted the orchestra,

pl ayed the piano, and arranged the thene song. Bonus features: Trailers and TV
spots. (Pl anned) Vi sta.

Dol by digital

Fukuro no shiro (1999) AKA OM's Castle; Ichigensan (1999) AKA The First-
timers; and Tokyo biyori (1997) are three exanples of filnms not avail able on
vi deotape or DVD in the US. They are not anime or porn, but art-house foreign
films. The first two m ght have had sonme exposure in "art theaters" in the US,
but none was rel eased on video or DVD in the US.

There is no way to watch these filnms at all legally in the US wi thout
defeating regi on encodi ng or buying duplicate hardware overseas and inporting
it. User restrictions on RPC-2 DVD players in conputers allow the user to
change regions up to 4 tinmes before permanently locking to a region on the 4th
change. |If the DVD player locks to a region that is little used, such as
region 2 (I have 10 Region-2 DVDs and well over 350 Region-1 DVDs) it nakes
that pl ayer useless for watching US-produced DVDs. The only |egal recourse is
to purchase another player, since defeating the RPC-2 by chang! ing it into
RPC-1 via firmmvare "upgrade" might be construed as "bypassi ng" the copyright
controls."

Even if it (firmmvare update) were perforned, the operating system (W ndows
2000, OS X, etc.) has another |ayer of protection that prevents changi ng of
regions multiple tines with the sane restrictions nentioned above. This

bi zarre restriction disallow use of culturally valuable material that is
unavail able in the US. Everyone loses in this case: the consuner who buys a
near-usel ess disc, or who has to purchase duplicate equi pnent and the
publ i sher (or copyright holder), who |loses a potential sale.



