
UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

Petition foT New Exemption UndeT 17 U.S.C. § 1201 

Tenth Triennial Rulemaking 

Please download this form before filling out any form fields. 
Please submit a separate petition for each proposed exemption. 

New Exemptions, Expansions, or Modifications 

Use this form if you want to petition for a new exemption; modify a current exemption, such as altering the language in a current exemption; 
or are seeking to engage in activities not currently permitted by an existing exemption. 

Renewals of Exemptions 

Use the Petition to Renew a Current Exemption form to renew a current exemption with no changes. You must .also file a renewal petition 
if you are filing a new petition for expanding or modifying a current exemption. 

Item A. Petitionen and Contad Information 

Please identify the petitioners and provide a means to contact the petitioners and/or their representatives, if any. The petitioner is the 
individual or entity proposing the exemption. 

iFixit is dedicated to protecting and empowering consumers' right to repair their devices. iFixit teaches people how to repair 
products they own, including mobile phones, motor vehicles, and other software-enabled equipment, and advocates for policies 
that enable repair by owners and independent repair providers. 

The Bull Moose Project's mission is to relentlessly advocate for a dominant American future. Inspired by the legacy of President 
Theodore Roosevelt, it promotes free and fair markets, security from foreign threats, and conditions in which American workers 
and families can thrive. Its reindustrialization work seeks to restore domestic industrial capacity, stable work, good wages, and 
secure supply chains by reshoring critical production. 

The Repair Association is a trade association committed to support businesses engaged in repair and reuse. Its members range 
from individual repair shops to multinational repair and services providers. The Repair Association also advises state governments 
on Right to Repair laws and agreements. 

iFixit 
1330 Monterey St. 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
805-464-0573 

Bull Moose Project 
300 Independence Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Repair.erg 
P.O. Box283 
North River, NY 12856 

Privacy Act Advisory Statement: Required by the Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) 
The authority for requesting this information is 17 U.S.C. §§ 1201 (a)(1) and 705. Furnishing the requested information is voluntary. The principal use of the requested information is 
publication on the Copyright Office website and use by Copyright Office staff for purposes of the rulemaking proceeding conducted pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 1201 (a)(1 ). NOTE: No other 
advisory statement will be given in connection with this application. Please keep this statement and refer to it if we communicate with you regarding this petition. 
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Item B. Description of Proposed New Exemption 

Provide a brief statement explaining the nature of the proposed new exemption. The information that would be most helpful to the Office 
includes the following, to the extent relevant: (1) the types of copyrighted works that need to be accessed; (2) the physical media or 
devices on which the works are stored or the services through which the works are accessed; (3) the purposes for which the works need to 
be accessed; (4) the types of users who want access; and (5) the barriers that currently exist or which are likely to exist in the near future 
preventing these users from obtaining access to the relevant copyrighted works. 

Petitioners need not propose precise regulatory language or fully define the contours of an exemption class. Rather, a short, plain 
statement describing the nature of the activities the petitioners wish to engage in will be sufficient, as proponents will have the opportunity 
to further refine or expound upon their initial petitions during later phases of the rulemaking. A complete legal and evidentiary showing 
supporting this new exemption petition should accompany the comments in support of requested exemptions during the round 1 
comment period. Those seeking to submit comments in response to a petition depend on proponents fulfilling the appropriate evidentiary 
requirements, so providing a complete legal and evidentiary show in support of this new exemption is critical. 

NOTE: Examples of new petitions proposed last rulemaking cycle can be found at copyright.gov/1201/2024/petitions/proposed. 
Informational guides explaining the 1201 rulemaking process and the petition phase can be found at copyright.gov/1201. 

iFixit, The Repair Association, and the Bull Moose Project request a new exemption for the circumvention of computer programs 
that control software-enabled manufacturing equipment and integrated manufacturing-facility systems for purposes of diagnosis, 
maintenance, and physical repair. This includes programmable logic controllers and process-control systems, production line 
control systems, industrial robots and motion controllers, additive-manufacturing equipment, semiconductor-fabrication equipment, 
and factory-scale automation and power-management systems used to maintain a production environment. 

Factory operators need to override technological protection measures to identify faults, install replacement parts, restore firmware 
and configuration data, and return equipment to its original working specifications. The relevant measures include service 
passwords, controller passwords, encrypted or authenticated firmware, remote authorization, subscriptions, and discontinued 
support for legacy controllers. 

Programmable logic controllers provide a concrete example: PLCs run software specifically written for the assembly line they 
operate on, and factory owners are often locked out of accessing the software they paid for. The manuals for these PLCs state that 
software on a password-protected controller cannot be accessed without the password; if the password is lost, the controller 
memory must be cleared and the program rewritten from scratch. 

The requested exemption would permit access and modification to software operating industrial equipment necessary for 
diagnosis, modification, maintenance, or repair. 

This exemption will keep existing production equipment operating, reduce dependence on foreign replacement equipment and 
overseas supply chains, and support skilled domestic maintenance work. 

America has fallen behind in manufacturing, and we need to do everything possible to set our factories up for success. We need to 
rebuild American industry and strengthen the middle class. 

We must make American manufacturing more resilient in the event of conflict or disruption abroad. Allowing them to maintain and 
modify the equipment they own is imperative to regain American competitiveness. 

Roosevelt wrote in 1908 that "one distinguishing characteristic of really civilized men is foresight." He was speaking about 
conservation, but the principle applies just as well to reindustrialization. The question before us is not whether America has the 
resources, the workforce, or the capital to build at scale. It plainly has all three. The question is whether we have the foresight to 
remove the obstacles in their way before the window closes . 
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