Dear Congress representative(s):

My nameis Justin M Ward, | am an 18 year old college sudent from New
York City, currently going to school at the Univerdty of Rochester in
upstate New Y ork.

My permanent, home address (where I'm registered to vote, €ic) is.

1379 East 15 Street
Brooklyn, NY 11230

My school address (wherel am now) is:

U of Rochester
CPU Box 274109
Rochester, NY 14627

home and school phone numbers, respectivey, are:
718-339-7619/ 716-274-3348

and my email address, regardless of where | am or what time of yeer it is,
IS justin@yossman.net

| have included the above information because | am told that | should do
S0 when sending email to Congress.

At any rate.

| wish to relate how | fed regarding the DMCA and thiswhole DVD and
DeCSSthing.

I'm not alawyer. I'm not even an expert on law. | readily acknowledge
this. But so far as| can tell, the MPAA has made the claim that DeCSS,
the program which evades the digital encryption of DVD, breaks some law
which redtricts people from evading eectronic devices meant to protect
copyrights.

or something like that.

but hereésthething. i can record the encrypted stuff on aDVD and copy
it -- ill encrypted -- and later on write it to another DVD -- dill
encrypted -- and have a perfect duplicate. in other words, the encryption
does not stop me from making (legd or illega) copies of the disc.



al that the encryption does is sop me from *playing*, not copying, the
DVD. In order to play the DVD, | need to have a player that the MPAA has
approved. Now. Quite smply. Thisis bogus.

Let ustake, for example, the issue of aDVD that has actualy been copied
-- legdly copied -- as apersonad backup, or some other Situation in

which | have made alegd copy of aDVD which | legaly purchased. But,
because the blank DVD onto which | would put the copy costs nearly $50, |
keep it as afile on my computer, and would like to play this computer

file. The MPAA says| can't. Why not? | have the right to view that movie,
that | paid for.. It'salegd copy.. why not?

Hereis another example. | own a PC (ie, non-mac) computer. However, | do
not use Windows. That'sright.. | have a modern, state-of-the-art (or
thereabouts) Pentium-based computer. Without Windows. Can | play my
legdly purchased DVD in my legaly purchased DVD drive? No. No |

cannot. Why? Because the only player programs that the MPAA has authorized
by giving proper decryption capabilities are written for Windows. Not

Linux, not BeOS, not Joe's new operating system that does nothing but play
DVDs. Only Windows. And that's not fair. | have theright to view my DVD
any way | want. That's what DeCSSisfor.

DeCSS does not break any laws. DeCSS just decrypts the DVD so that people
can view it. The same as the viewer programs that the MPAA authorizes.

Please... vote againgt the DM CA and other acts which would stop people
from fredy watching DVDs. Thisian't about piracy, it's about

freedom. Piracy has aways been possible, as| explained early. While
piracy ought to be stopped, outlawing decryption will not stop piracy, it
will only stop my freedom.

Thank you

Justin Ward
justin@yossman.net



