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| would like to strongly oppose the Digitd Millennium Copyright Act. Thisact is utterly
atrocious, and only will lead towards a more monopolistic society. Why should it be
illegd for an intelligent person to reverse engineer a product? Destroying this cregtive
Spirit is quite amistake.

Specifically addressing the recent upset about the DVD/DeCSS issue: the whole idea of
encoding DVD players and disc is monopoligtic. What this and the DeCSS encryption do
isalow the licensees to completely control the entire DVD market. This seemsto meto
be an anti-trust violation, or at leest smilar. And this whole issue came up because a
Linux user wanted to watch DVD movies on his computer. The person did not want to
run Microsoft Windows, the most popular, but not necessarily the best, PC operating
sysem. Since it isn't the most popular, there was not support for DVD, s0 he made his
own way. He reverse engineered it so that he and hundreds, maybe thousands, of other
Linux DVD users could watch DVD movies. He did this not for profit, not to hurt any
person or any company, but to help himsdf and many others when the big corporations
would not. And thisisthe kind of crestivity, ingenuity and intelligence that you want to
destroy with the DMCA. | can see no reason why thistype of activity should be frowned
upon. If aperson is able to examine a car, and then figure out for himsdf how to build
one, should he be punished? Of course not. He would be given license to sart a
corporation, building and sdlling cars. Why should it be any different with software?
Softwareis engineered just like acar, or abuilding, or aroad, or ateevison set.

Only big corporations can benefit from the DMCA. Very few people hold patents any
more. Most are owned by corporations. In al areas of society, we see corporations being
given higher priority than individuals. Insurance companies and hospita's can kick

patients out because their coverage has run thin. If a person parksin my driveway and
blocks mein so that | cannot leave to go anywhere, | have to wait 4 hours before | can
have the car towed. However, if a person were to park in corporately reserved parking
gpaces, they can be towed immediately. Thisisatrue scenario thet | have actudly
experienced. | have found little aspects of our society that favor an individua over a
corporation.

Individudity iswhat founded this country. We cannot alow our livesto continudly be
ruled by corporate agendas. We must get back to the roots of our society. That means
encouraging entrepreneurship and putting individuas rights ahead of corporations. It
means preventing the DMCA from being passed. Let's stop this before it gets out of
control.

Thank you,
Dan Aidlo






