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Catherine R. Rowland 
Senior Advisor to the United States Register of Copyrights

Catherine R. Rowland is senior advisor to the United States Register of Copyrights. She was appointed  

to the position effective February 23, 2015.

In her position, Rowland assists the Register on a full range of policy, legal, and governance issues 

relating to the United States Copyright Office and its agency responsibilities.

Rowland joined the Office in 2010 as attorney-advisor for the Office of the General Counsel. From 

2012 to 2015, she served as senior counsel for policy and international affairs. Before joining the Office, 

she spent several years in private law practice in Washington, DC, where she represented a variety of 

companies in intellectual property matters. Rowland began her legal career as a law clerk for the  

Hon. N. Carlton Tilley Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina.

Rowland earned her JD from William and Mary Law School, where she was elected to the Order  

of the Coif. She earned her BA in political science from American University.
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ABOUT THE U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE
Congress established the Copyright Office as a separate department within the Library of Congress in 1897 and created the position of Register 
of Copyrights to lead it. The United States Copyright Office administers the nation’s copyright laws as set forth in the Copyright Act and provides 
impartial assistance to Congress, the courts, and executive branch agencies on questions of national and international copyright law and policy.

http://www.copyright.gov

