REVISION HISTORY
COMPENDIUM OF U.S. COPYRIGHT OFFICE PRACTICES

On September 29, 2017 the U.S. Copyright Office released an updated version of the Compen-
dium of U.S. Copyright Office Practices, Third Edition. The following is a list of the sections that
were added, amended, renumbered, or removed in this release. Sections shown in blue were
renumbered, but the content remains the same. Sections shown in red were removed.
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300 Mere Copies 313.4(A)
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Material
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600 Material Variances That May Be Resolved by Amending and 603.2(B)
Annotating the Registration Record without Communicating
with the Applicant
600 Addressing Variances in the Registration Materials 604.1
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600 When the U.S. Copyright Office Will Communicate with the 605.3(B)
Applicant
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600 Questions 2: Are You the Only Author and Owner of the Work? 609.1(B)

600 Question 3: Does the Work You Are Sending Contain Material 609.1(C)
Created Only by This Author?

600 Type of Work 609.2

600 Online Application 609.2(A)

600 Paper Applications 609.2(B)

600 Title of Work Being Registered / Title of this Work 610.2

600 Variances between the Title Provided in the Application and 610.6(D)(1)
the Title That Appears on the Deposit Copy(ies)

600 Edition Number, Version Number, or Other Identifying 610.6(D)(3)
Information Not Provided

600 Year of Completion / Year in Which Creation of This Work Was 6M
Completed

600 Year of Completion for an Unpublished Work Created Over a 611.1(A)
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600 Year of Completion for Multiple Versions of the Same Work 611.1(B)
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600 Nation of Publication Given in a Paper Application without a 612.7(C)
Date of Publication

600 Nation of First Publication Unclear 612.7(K)

600 Identifying the Author of a Derivative Work 613.6

600 Identifying the Author of a Collective Work or a Contribution 613.8
to a Collective Work

600 Significant Variances 613.10(B)(1)(b)

600 Variance Between the Number of Authors Named in the 613.10(B)(2)
Application and the Number of Authors Named in the
Deposit Copy(ies)

600 Name of the Author Omitted: Works Created by a Single 613.10(E)
Author

600 Registering a Work Made for Hire as an Anonymous or 614.1(E)
Pseudonymous Work
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600 Naming the Employee or the Individual Who Actually Created 614.2(B)(3)
the Work as the Author of a Work Made for Hire

600 Volunteer Created Work Made for Hire 614.2(B)(4)

600 Individual Named as Author of a Work Made for Hire 614.2(B)(6)

600 Individual and Unincorporated Organization Named Together 614.2(B)(8)
as the Authors of a Work Made for Hire

600 What Is an Anonymous Work? 615.1(A)

600 Completing the Application: Anonymous Works 615.1(B)
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600 Completing the Application: Pseudonymous Works 615.2(B)

600 Privacy Concerns 615.3

600 Privacy Concerns 616.1(B)

600 The Relationship Between the Author Created / Limitation of 618.3
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Between Spaces 2, 5, 6(a), and 6(b) in the Paper Application

600 The Online Application: Author Created Field 618.4(A)

600 Paper Applications: Nature of Authorship Space 618.4(B)

600 Recommended Terminology for Asserting a Claim to 618.4(C)
Copyright

600 Examples for Completing the Author Created Field and the 618.4(D)
Nature of Authorship Space

600 Compilations 618.6

600 Collective Works 618.7

600 Asserting a Claim to Copyright in a Collective Work 618.7(A)

600 Registering a Contribution without Registering the Collective 618.7(B)(1)
Work as a Whole

600 Registering a Collective Work and a Contribution to a 618.7(B)(2)
Collective Work

600 Asserting a Claim to Copyright in a Serial Publication 618.7(C)

600 Examples for Asserting a Claim to Copyright in a Collective 618.7(D)
Work and/or a Contribution to a Collective Work

600 Design 618.8(A)(1)

600 Game 618.8(A)(2)
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600 Author, Artist, Writer, Songwriter, Editor, and Other 618.8(A)(4)
Professional Designations

600 Story, Story Idea, Story Concept, Story Line 618.8(A)(5)

600 Conceived, Conception 618.8(A)(6)

600 Plot 618.8(A)(7)

600 Character(s) 618.8(A)(8)

600 Research 618.8(A)(9)

600 Unclear Terms for Musical Works and Sound Recordings 618.8(A)(10)

600 Entire Work and Other Unspecific Terms 618.8(A)(11)

600 Percentage of Authorship 618.8(B)

600 Uncopyrightable Material Claimed in the Author Created 618.8(C)
Field or the Nature of Authorship Space

600 Claim in Copyrightable Authorship and Uncopyrightable 618.8(C)(2)
Material

600 Claim in Uncopyrightable Material: Deposit Copy(ies) Contain 618.8(C)(3)
Copyrightable Authorship

600 Claim in Uncopyrightable Material: Acceptable Authorship 618.8(C)(4)
Statement Used to Describe Uncopyrightable Material

600 Claim in Uncopyrightable Material: Refusal to Register 618.8(C)(6)

600 Deposit Copy(ies) Contain Copyrightable Authorship and 618.8(D)(1)
De Minimis Material

600 Claim in Copyrightable Authorship and De Minimis Material 618.8(D)(2)

600 One Registration Per Work 619.1

600 Completing the Application: Name of Claimant 619.12

600 Nicknames, First Names, Last Names, and Abbreviated 619.13(A)
Versions of the Claimant’s Name

600 Identifying the Author of an Anonymous Work as the 619.13(D)
Copyright Claimant

600 Two or More Names Provided in the Name of Claimant Field/ 619.13(E)
Space

600 Individual Name Listed Above or Below the Name of a Legal 619.13(E)(3)
Entity in a Paper Application

600 Group of Individuals Provided in the Name of Claimant Field/ 619.13(F)

Space
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600 Trust or Estate Named as Claimant 619.13(J)

600 Statements Concerning the Claim to Copyright in the Name 619.13(M)
of Claimant Field/Space

600 Owner of Copyright for a Limited Term 619.13(0)

600 Deceased Individual or Defunct Entity Named as a Claimant 619.3(Q)

600 Name of Claimant Omitted 619.13(T)

600 When Is a Transfer Statement Required? 620.4

600 Joint Works 620.5

600 Works by Two or More Authors That Do Not Meet the 620.6
Statutory Definition of a Joint Work

600 Derivative Works and Compilations 620.7

600 Transfer by Written Agreement 620.9(B)(1)

600 Copyright Transferred by Inheritance or by Operation of Law 620.10(D)(1)

600 Individual Named as Author and Unincorporated 620.10(D)(2)(b)
Organization Named as Claimant

600 Extraneous Information Provided in the Transfer Statement 620.1
Field/Space

600 Unclaimable Material That Need Not Be Excluded from the 621.2
Application

600 The Relationship Between the Author Created / Limitation of 621.3
Claim Fields in the Online Application and the Relationship
Between Spaces 2, 6(a), and 6(b) of the Paper Application

600 Previously Published Material 621.4

600 Public Domain Material 621.6

600 Completing the Application: Limitation of Claim 621.8

600 Identifying Unclaimable Material That Should Be Excluded 621.8(B)
from the Claim

600 The Online Application: New Material Included Field 621.8(C)(1)

600 Paper Applications: Space 6(b) 621.8(C)(2)

600 Completing an Application to Register a Compilation, a 621.8(D)
Collective Work, or a Contribution to a Collective Work

600 Examples for Identifying Unclaimable Material and the New 621.8(E)

Material That the Applicant Intends to Register
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600 Identifying Previously Registered Material That Should Be 621.8(F)
Excluded from the Claim

600 Applicant Has Not Asserted a Claim in Unclaimable Material 621.9(A)(2)
600 Authorship Unclear 621.9(C)
600 Claim Clarified by Information Provided Elsewhere in the 621.9(D)

Registration Materials

600 Claim Clarified by Information Provided in the Author Created 621.9(D)(2)
Field or Nature of Authorship Space

600 Claim Clarified by Information Provided in the Deposit 621.9(D)(5)
Copy(ies)
600 Uncopyrightable Material Claimed in the New Material 621.9(E)

Included Field or Space 6(b)

600 Deposit Copy(ies) Contain Copyrightable Authorship and 621.9(E)(1)
Uncopyrightable Material

600 De Minimis Material Claimed in the New Material Included 621.9(F)
Field or Space 6(b)

600 Discrepancies Between the Limitation of Claim Fields and the 621.9(G)
Deposit Copy(ies)

600 Discrepancies Involving the Copyright Notice 621.9(H)
600 Published Works 621.9(H)(1)
600 Unpublished Works 621.9(H)(2)
600 Discrepancies Involving the Registration Number or Year of 621.9(1)

Registration in a Paper Application

600 Reference to Previous Registration Clearly Erroneous 621.9(J)

600 Reference to a Preregistration in the Previous Registration 621.9(K)
Field/Space

600 Rights and Permissions Information 6221
600 Correspondent 622.2
600 Mailing Address for the Certificate of Registration 622.4
600 Privacy Concerns 622.5
600 Examination Guidelines: Special Handling 623.3
600 Timeline for Special Handling Requests 623.4
600 Procedure for Requesting Special Handling 623.5
600 Requests Delivered by Courier or by Mail 623.5(C)
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600 Procedure for Requesting Special Handling for a Pending 623.5(D)
Application or a Pending Recordation

600 Special Handling Fee 623.6

600 Special Handling for Multiple Applications That Share the 623.7
Same Deposit Copy

600 Application Certified by the Author or the Author’s Duly 624.2(A)
Authorized Agent

600 Application Certified by a Party That Owns All the Rights 624.2(B)
under Copyright That Initially Belonged to the Author or That
Party’s Duly Authorized Agent

600 Application Certified by an Owner of One or More — but 624.2(C)
Less than All — of the Exclusive Rights or That Party’s Duly
Authorized Agent

600 Online Applications 624.3(A)

600 Paper Applications 624.3(B)

600 Signature Requirements 624.4(A)

600 Date of Certification in a Paper Application 624.4(B)

600 Minimum Requirements for Acceptable Deposit Copy(ies) 625.2

600 Acceptable File Formats for the Deposit Copy(ies) 625.2(A)
Accompanying an Online Application

600 Unacceptable File Formats for the Deposit Copy(ies) 625.2(B)
Accompanying an Online Application

600 Minimum Requirements for an Acceptable Filing Fee 625.3

600 Forms of Payment 625.3(A)

600 Insufficient Funds 625.3(B)

600 Differences Between an Application and a Certificate of 625.5
Registration

Chapter Heading Section

700 Uncopyrightable Material 707

700 Compilations 710

700 Collective Works and Contributions to Collective Works yAll

700 What Is a Serial? 7121

700 Copyrightable Authorship in Serials 712.2
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700 Application Tips for Registering a Single Issue of a Serial 712.3
Publication

700 International Standard Serial Number (“ISSN”) 712.4

700 Book Jackets 713

700 Copyrightable Authorship in Genealogies 715.2

700 Application Tips for Genealogies 715.3

700 Instructional Texts and Instructional Works 716

700 Legal Materials 717

700 Legal Documents 717.2

700 Letters, Email, and Other Written Correspondence 718

700 [Reserved] 720

700 Tests and Answer Material for Tests 720.1

700 Secure Tests 720.2

700 What Is a Secure Test? 720.2(A)

700 Submitting a Claim in a Secure Test 720.2(B)

700 Completing the Application 720.2(B)(1)

700 Paying the Filing Fee 720.2(B)(2)

700 Completing the Questionnaire 720.2(B)(3)

700 Submitting a Redacted Copy of the Test 720.2(B)(4)

700 Scheduling the In-Person Appointment 720.2(C)

700 What to Bring to the In-Person Appointment 720.2(D)

700 Examination of Secure Tests 720.2(E)

700 The Scope of a Registration for a Secure Test 720.2(F)

700 Secure Tests Distinguished from Computer Programs and 720.2(G)
Databases

700 What Is Source Code? 721.3

700 What Is Object Code? 721.4

700 Relationship Between Source Code and Object Code 721.5

700 Relationship Between a Computer Program and a Work 721.6
Created with a Computer or a Computer Program

700 Copyrightable Authorship in a Computer Program 721.7
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700 Copyrightable Authorship in a Derivative Computer Program 721.8

700 Title of the Program 721.9(B)

700 Asserting a Claim to Copyright in a Computer Program 721.9(F)

700 Limiting the Claim to Copyright in a Computer Program 721.9(G)

700 Unacceptable Terminology for an Application to Register a 721.9())
Computer Program

700 Relationship Between Source Code and Screen Displays 721.10(A)

700 Deposit Requirements for Screen Displays 721.10(C)

700 User Manuals and Other Documentation for a Computer 7211
Program

700 Apps 722

700 Computer Programs That Generate Typeface, Typefont, or 723
Barcodes

700 Spreadsheets, Reports, and Other Documents Generated by a 725
Computer Program

700 What Is a Database? 7271

700 Application Tips for Databases 7373

700 Asserting a Claim to Copyright in a Database 727.3(D)

Chapter Heading Section

800 Permission to Use Under a Section 115 Compulsory License 802.6(B)

800 Harmonization 802.6(C)(1)

800 Adaptations 802.6(D)

800 Editorial Authorship 802.6(1)

800 Collective Musical Works 802.7

800 A Registration for a Musical Work Distinguished from a 802.8(A)
Registration for a Sound Recording

800 Name Individual Authors (Not Performing Groups as the 802.8(D)
Author of a Musical Work)

800 Work Made for Hire Authorship 802.8(E)

800 [Reserved] 802.8(H)

800 [Reserved] 802.8(l)
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800 Sound Effects 802.9(E)(7)
800 Elements of Sound Recordings 803.3
800 Performance Authorship 803.3(A)
800 Production Authorship 803.3(B)
800 Unauthorized Fixation 803.4(A)
800 Creative Expression 803.5(B)
800 Compilations of Preexisting Sound Recordings 803.7
800 Registrable Compilations 803.7(A)
800 Unregisterable Compilations 803.7(B)
800 A Registration for a Sound Recording Distinguished from a 803.8(A)
Registration for a Musical Work or Literary Work
800 Executive Producer 803.8(E)
800 Combination CD/DVD 803.8(F)(2)
800 Bonus Track Added to a Previously Published Album 803.8(F)(4)
800 [Reserved] 803.8(H)
800 [Reserved] 803.8(1)
800 The Author Created Field and the Nature of Authorship Space 803.9(C)
800 Instrument Names/Vocals 803.9(D)(1)
800 Narration/Spoken Words 803.9(D)(2)
800 Rap 803.9(D)(3)
800 Beats/Music Track 803.9(D)(4)
800 Executive Producer 803.9(D)(s)
800 The Material Excluded/New Material Included Field and the 803.9(F)
Preexisting Material/Material Added to This Work Spaces
800 Unclear Authorship Terms for Derivative Sound Recordings 803.9(F)(3)
800 Plot 804.3(A)
800 Characters 804.3(B)
800 Mustrations or Descriptions of Costumes, Scenery, Sets, Props, 804.3(F)
or Lighting
800 Synopses 804.4(F)(1)
800 Treatments 804.4(F)(2)
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800 Synopses 804.8(B)
800 Redacted Screenplay for a Motion Picture in Production 804.8(C)
800 The Author Created Field and the Nature of Authorship Space 804.9(C)
800 Dramatizations, Adaptations, and Revisions 804.9(D)(1)
800 Stage Directions 804.9(D)(3)
800 Compositional Arrangement 805.2(B)
800 Social Dances, Simple Routines, and Other Uncopyrightable 805.5(B)
Movements
800 Ordinary Motor Activities, Non-Expressive Physical Activities, 805.5(B)(3)

Competitive Maneuvers, Feats of Physical Skill or Dexterity,
and Other Uncopyrightable Movements in Choreographic

Works
800 Pantomime Authorship 806.4(B)
800 Ordinary Motor Activities, Functional Physical Activities, 806.5(B)

Competitive Maneuvers, Feats of Physical Skill or Dexterity,
and Other Uncopyrightable Movements in Pantomimes

800 Videogames Distinguished from Computer Programs 807.7(A)(1)
800 Motion Pictures Distinguished from Audiovisual Works 808.2(A)
800 Underlying Works Distinguished from Underlying Works 808.2(C)
800 Impression of Motion Required 808.3(A)
800 Device Needed for Viewing 808.3(B)
800 Fixation of Motion Pictures 808.6

800 Video Formats 808.6(A)
800 Videodiscs 808.6(A)(1)
800 Digital Video Files 808.6(A)(2)
800 Videotape 808.6(A)(3)
800 Film Format 808.6(B)
800 Independent Creation 808.7(A)
800 Human Authorship 808.7(C)
800 Derivative Motion Pictures 808.8

800 Editing 808.8(A)
800 Dubbed Soundtracks and Subtitled Motion Pictures 808.8(B)
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800 Subtitles 808.8(B)(1)

800 Dubbed Soundtracks 808.8(B)(2)

800 Closed and Open Captioning 808.8(C)

800 Bonus Material Contained in DVD 808.8(D)

800 [Reserved] 808.9

800 Work Made for Hire Authorship 808.10(A)(1)

800 Identifying the Authors of a Joint Work 808.10(A)(3)(a)

800 Clarifying Joint Authorship 808.10(A)(3)(b)

800 Executive Producer 808.10(B)

800 Author and Authorship Variances 808.10(C)

800 Missing Authorship Elements 808.10(D)

800 Redacted Screenplay for a Motion Picture in Production 808.10(E)

800 Claim in Script with No Spoken Parts in the Motion Picture 808.10(F)

800 Scripts Contained in a Motion Picture Soundtrack 808.10(G)(1)

800 Musical Compositions Contained in a Motion Picture 808.10(C)(2)
Soundtrack

800 Sounds Contained in One Format 808.10(H)(1)

800 Multimedia Kits 808.10(H)(2)(d)

800 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 808.10(K)(2)

800 The Author Created Field and the Nature of Authorship Space 808.11(C)

8o0 Deposit Requirements for Motion Pictures 808.12

Chapter Heading Section

900 Pictorial, Graphic, and Sculptural Works 903.1

900 Fixation of Visual Art Works 904

900 Copyrightable Authorship in Visual Art Works 905

900 Typeface, Typefont, Lettering, Calligraphy, and Typographic 906.4
Ornamentation

900 Functional and Useful Elements 906.8

900 What Is Jewelry? 908.1

900 Copyrightable Authorship in Photographs 909.1
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900 Subject Matter of Photographs 909.2
900 Photographic Reproductions, Digital Copying, and Editing 909.3
900 Characters 9N
900 Retrospective Works and Exhibition Catalogs 915
900 Copyrightable Authorship in Models 919.1
900 Patterns for Making Articles 920.1
900 Graphs, Charts, Tables, and Figures 921
900 Technical and Scientific Drawings 922
900 Architectural Works Distinguished from Technical Drawings 923.1
Chapter Heading Section
1000 Website 1002.1
1000 Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 1002.4
1000 Databases 1002.6
1000 Distinguishing Between Individual Authors, Joint Authors, 1003.1
and Works Made for Hire
1000 Distinguishing Between Authorship and/or Ownership When 1003.2
the Owner of a Website Hires a Third Party to Create Content
for That Site
1000 Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 1006.1(A)
1000 Compilation Authorship 1006.4
1000 Unclaimable Material Must Be Excluded from the Claim 1008.2
1000 Determining the Publication Status of a Work Made Available 1008.3(F)
Only Online
1000 Acceptable Terminology for an Application to Register a 1009.6(A)
Website or Website Content
1000 Limitation of Claim 1009.8
1000 Deposit Requirements for Registration 1010.1
1000 Deposit Requirements for Works Published Online and in Hard 1010.2
Copy Format
1000 Deposit Requirements for Unpublished Works and Works 1010.3
Published Solely Online
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1000 Uploading Large Files or Large Numbers of Files to the 1010.4
Electronic Registration System
1000 Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 1010.6(E)
1000 Electronic Serials 1010.6(H)
1000 Special Relief from the Deposit Requirements 1010.8
Chapter Heading Section
1100 What This Chapter Covers 1101
1100 The Unpublished Collection Option 1102
1100 The Unit of Publication Option 1103
1100 Registration Requirements 1104.3
1100 The Scope of a Group Registration 1104.4
1100 Group Registrations Distinguished from Registrations for 1104.5
Unpublished Collections
1100 Cancellation 1105
1100 Unpublished Collections 1106
1100 Completing the Application 1106.3
1100 Registration Process Overview 1106.3(A)
1100 Type of Work 1106.3(B)
1100 The Unit of Publication Option 107
1100 What Is a Unit of Publication? 1107.1
1100 Eligibility Requirements 1107.2
1100 Completing the Application 1107.4
1100 Registration Process Overview 1107.4(A)
1100 Publication/Completion 1107.4(D)
1100 Manufacturer, Publisher, Producer, Packager, or Creator of the 1107.4(F)
Unit of Publication
1100 Author Created/Nature of Authorship 1107.4(G)
1100 Limitation of Claim 1107.4(1)
1100 Eligibility Requirements 1109.2
1100 Filing Fee Requirements 1109.4
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1100 Serials Not Subject to the Complimentary Subscription 1109.5(B)
Requirement
1100 Submitting the Deposit 1109.8
1100 Serials Subject to the Complimentary Subscription 1109.5(A)
Requirement
1100 Filing Fee Requirements 1110.4
1100 Newspapers Subject to the Microfilm Deposit Requirement 1110.5(A)
1100 The Timeliness Requirement 1110.6
1100 Filing Fee Requirements 111.4
100 One Complete Copy of Each Issue 111.5(A)
1100 The Timeliness Requirement 1111.6
1100 Group Registration of Contributions to Periodicals 115
1100 What Is a Contribution to a Periodical 1115.1
1100 Eligibility Requirements 1115.2
1100 Application Requirements 1115.3
1100 Filing Fee Requirements 1M5.4
1100 Deposit Requirements 1115.5
1100 When May an Application for a Group Registration Be Filed? 1115.6
1100 Completing the Application: Group Registration of 115.7

Contributions to Periodicals

1100 Type of Group 1m5.7(A)
1100 Identifying the Works Included within the Group 1115.7(B)
1100 Identifying the Contributions 1115.7(B)(1)
1100 Identifying the Periodicals 1115.7(B)(2)
1100 Identifying the Author 1115.7(C)
100 Identifying the Copyrightable Material that the Author 1115.7(D)
Created
1100 Identifying the Copyright Claimant 115.7(E)
1100 Rights and Permissions Information 1115.7(F)
1100 Correspondent / Mailing Address for the Certificate of 1115.7(G)
Registration
1100 Special Handling 1115.7(H)
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1100 Certification 1115.7(1)
1100 Contributions That Do Not Satisfy the Group Registration m5.8
Requirements
100 Space A: Identification of Application 1m5.8(A)
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