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On	January	28,	2021	the	U.S.	Copyright	Office	released	an	updated	version	of	the	
Compendium	of	U.S.	Copyright	Office	Practices,	Third	Edition.	The	following	is	a	list	of	the	
sections	that	were	added,	amended,	renumbered,	or	removed	in	this	release.	Sections	
shown	in	blue	were	renumbered,	but	the	content	remains	the	same.	Sections	shown	in	
red	were	removed.	
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610.6(D)(4)		
Material	Variances	Between	the	Title	Provided	in	the	Application	and	the	Title	That	Appears	
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612.7(I)	 Impossible,	Impractical,	or	Implausible	Date	of	Publication	
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613.10(A)	 Name	of	Author	Unclear		
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613.10(B)(1)(b)	 Material	Variances		
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Authors	Named	in	the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

613.10(C)		 Name	of	Author	Not	Required		

613.10(F)		 Name	of	an	Author	Omitted:	Works	Created	by	Large	Numbers	of	Authors	



614.1	 Completing	the	Application:	Works	Made	for	Hire	

614.1(E)	 Registering	a	Work	Made	for	Hire	as	an	Anonymous	or	Pseudonymous	Work	

614.2	 Examination	Guidelines:	Works	Made	for	Hire	
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617.3	 Determining	the	Author’s	Citizenship	or	Domicile	for	a	Work	Made	for	Hire	

617.6		 Completing	the	Application:	Citizenship	and	Domicile		

617.7(B)		 Citizenship	and	Domicile	in	Multiple	Countries	

618.1		 Asserting	a	Claim	to	Copyright	

618.4(A)		 The	Online	Application:	Author	Created	Field	

618.4(B)	 Paper	Applications:	Nature	of	Authorship	Space	

618.4(C)		 Recommended	Terminology	for	Asserting	a	Claim	to	Copyright	

618.6	 Compilations	

618.7		 Collective	Works	

618.7(B)(2)	 Registering	a	Collective	Work	and	a	Contribution	to	a	Collective	Work	

618.7(C)	 Asserting	a	Claim	to	Copyright	in	a	Serial	Publication	

618.7(D)	
Examples	for	Asserting	a	Claim	to	Copyright	in	a	Collective	Work	and/or	a	Contribution	to	a	
Collective	Work	

618.8(A)	 Authorship	Unclear	

618.8(A)(1)	 Design	

618.8(A)(2)	 Game	

618.8(A)(4)	 Author,	Artist,	Writer,	Songwriter,	Editor,	and	Other	Professional	Designations	



618.8(A)(5)	 Story,	Story	Idea,	Story	Concept,	Story	Line			

618.8(A)(6)	 Conceived,	Conception	

618.8(A)(7)	 Plot	

618.8(A)(8)	 Characters	

618.8(A)(9)	 Research		

618.8(A)(11)	 Entire	Work	and	Other	Unspecific	Terms	

618.8(C)		
Uncopyrightable	Material	Claimed	in	the	Author	Created	Field	or	the	Nature	of	Authorship	
Space	

618.8(C)(1)	
Deposit	Copy(ies)	Containing	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	Uncopyrightable	Material;	No	
Claim	Asserted	in	Uncopyrightable	Material	

618.8(C)(2)	 Claim	in	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	Uncopyrightable	Material	

618.8(C)(3)	 Claim	in	Uncopyrightable	Material:	Deposit	Copy(ies)	Contain	Copyrightable	Authorship	

618.8(C)(4)	
Claim	in	Uncopyrightable	Material:	Acceptable	Authorship	Statement	Used	to	Describe	
Uncopyrightable	Material	

618.8(C)(6)	 Claim	in	Uncopyrightable	Material:	Registration	Refused	

618.8(D)		 De	Minimis	Material	Claimed	in	the	Author	Created	Field	or	the	Nature	of	Authorship	Space	

618.8(D)(1)	
Deposit	Copy(ies)	Contain	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	De	Minimis	Material;	No	Claim	
Asserted	in	the	De	Minimis	Material	

618.8(D)(2)	 Claim	in	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	De	Minimis	Material	

618.8(D)(3)	 Claim	in	De	Minimis	Material:	Works	Created	by	Two	or	More	Authors	

618.8(D)(4)	 Claim	in	De	Minimis	Material:	Registration	Refused	

618.8(E)		
Variances	Between	the	Information	Provided	in	the	Application	and	Elsewhere	in	the	
Registration	Materials	

618.8(F)	
Material	Claimed	in	the	Author	Created	Field	or	Nature	of	Authorship	Space	Not	Found	in	
the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

618.8(H)		 Nature	of	Authorship	Statement	Omitted	from	a	Paper	Application	

618.8(I)	 Nature	of	This	Work	

619	 Name	of	Claimant	

619.12	 Completing	the	Application:	Name	of	Claimant	

619.13(A)		 Nicknames,	First	Names,	Last	Names,	and	Abbreviated	Versions	of	the	Claimant’s	Name	



619.13(B)		 Initials		

619.13(C)	 Identifying	the	Author	of	a	Pseudonymous	Work	as	the	Copyright	Claimant	

619.13(D)	 Identifying	the	Author	of	an	Anonymous	Work	as	the	Copyright	Claimant	

619.13(E)(3)	 Individual	Name	Listed	Above	or	Below	the	Name	of	a	Legal	Entity	in	a	Paper	Application	

619.13(K)		
Variances	Between	the	Name	Provided	in	the	Name	of	Claimant	Field	/	Space	and	Elsewhere	
in	the	Registration	Materials	

619.13(Q)	 Deceased	Individual	or	Defunct	Entity	Named	as	a	Claimant	

619.13(T)	 Name	of	Claimant	Omitted	

620.10(D)(1)(b)	 Partnerships	

620.10(D)(1)(c)	 Community	Property	States	

620.10(D)(2)	 Same	Person	Is	Named	as	Author	and	Claimant	

621.8(B)	 Identifying	Unclaimable	Material	That	Should	Be	Excluded	from	the	Claim	

621.8(C)(1)	 The	Online	Application:	New	Material	Included	Field	

621.8(C)(2)	 Paper	Applications:	Space	6(b)	

621.8(D)	
Completing	an	Application	to	Register	a	Compilation,	a	Collective	Work,	and/or	a	
Contribution	to	a	Collective	Work	

621.9(A)(2)	 Applicant	Has	Not	Asserted	a	Claim	in	Unclaimable	Material	

621.9(A)(3)	 Unclaimable	Material	Described	in	the	Application	but	Not	Included	in	the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

621.9(D)(1)	 Claim	Clearly	Defined	by	the	Title	of	the	Work	

621.9(D)(5)	 Claim	Clarified	by	Information	Provided	in	the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

621.9(E)		 Uncopyrightable	Material	Claimed	in	the	New	Material	Included	Field	or	Space	6(b)	

621.9(E)(1)		
Deposit	Copy(ies)	Contain	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	Uncopyrightable	Material;	No	
Claim	Asserted	in	the	Uncopyrightable	Material	

621.9(E)(2)	 Claim	in	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	Uncopyrightable	Material	

621.9(E)(3)	 Claim	in	Uncopyrightable	Material:	Deposit	Copy(ies)	Contain	Copyrightable	Authorship	

621.9(E)(6)	 Claim	in	Uncopyrightable	Material:	Registration	Refused	

621.9(F)	 De	Minimis	Material	Claimed	in	the	New	Material	Included	Field	or	Space	6(b)	

621.9(F)(1)	
Deposit	Copy(ies)	Contain	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	De	Minimis	Material;	No	Claim	
Asserted	in	the	De	Minimis	Material	



621.9(F)(2)	 Claim	in	Copyrightable	Authorship	and	De	Minimis	Material	

621.9(F)(4)	 Claim	in	De	Minimis	Authorship:	Registration	Refused	

621.9(G)	 Discrepancies	Between	the	Limitation	of	Claim	Fields	and	the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

621.9(H)(2)	 Unpublished	Works	

621.9(I)		
Discrepancies	Involving	the	Registration	Number	or	Year	of	Registration	in	a	Paper	
Application	

621.9(J)	 Reference	to	Previous	Registration	Clearly	Erroneous	

621.9(K)	 Reference	to	a	Preregistration	in	the	Previous	Registration	Field/Space	

622	 Rights	and	Permissions	Information	/	Correspondent	/	Mail	Certificate	

623.4	 Timeline	for	Special	Handling	Requests	

623.5	 Procedure	for	Requesting	Special	Handling	

623.5(C)	 Requests	Delivered	by	Commercial	Carrier,	Courier	or	by	Mail	

623.5(D)	
Procedure	for	Requesting	Special	Handling	for	a	Pending	Application	or	a	Pending	
Recordation	

623.6		 Special	Handling	Fee	

623.7		 Special	Handling	for	Multiple	Applications	That	Share	the	Same	Deposit	Copy	

624	 Certification	

624.1	 The	Significance	of	the	Certification	

624.2	 Who	May	Certify	the	Application?	

624.3(A)	 Online	Applications	

624.3(B)		 Paper	Applications	

624.4(A)	 Signature	Requirements	

624.4(B)	 Date	of	Certification	in	a	Paper	Application	

625		 Registration	Decision	Date	and	Effective	Date	of	Registration	

625.1		 Minimum	Requirements	for	an	Acceptable	Application	

625.2		 Minimum	Requirements	for	Acceptable	Deposit	Copy(ies)	

625.2(B)	 Unacceptable	File	Formats	for	the	Deposit	Copy(ies)	Accompanying	an	Online	Application	

625.2(D)	 Shipping	Slips	for	Mailing	Physical	Deposit	Copy(ies)	to	Accompany	an	Online	Application	



625.3		 Minimum	Requirements	for	an	Acceptable	Filing	Fee	

625.3(A)	 Forms	of	Payment	

625.4	
Minimum	Requirements	for	Establishing	an	Effective	Date	of	Registration	Distinguished	
from	the	Requirements	for	Issuing	a	Certificate	of	Registration	

625.5	 Differences	Between	an	Application	and	a	Certificate	of	Registration		

	

Chapter	700	

Section	 Heading	

705		 Fixation	of	Literary	Works		

709.3		 Abridgements		

712	 Monographs	and	Serials	

712.1	 What	Is	a	Literary	Monograph?	

712.1(A)	 Copyrightable	Authorship	in	Literary	Monographs	

712.1(B)	 Application	Tips	for	Registering	a	Literary	Monograph	

712.2	 What	is	a	Serial?	

712.2(A)	 Copyrightable	Authorship	in	Serials	

712.2(B)	 Application	Tips	for	Registering	a	Single	Issue	of	a	Serial	Publication	

712.3	 ISBN	and	ISSN	Numbers	

713		 Book	Jackets	

714	 Games	

715.3		 Application	Tips	for	Genealogies		

716		 Instructional	Texts	and	Instructional	Works	

717	 Legal	Matters		

717.1	 Legal	Publications	

721.5		 Relationship	Between	Source	Code	and	Object	Code	

721.7		 Copyrightable	Authorship	in	a	Computer	Program	

721.9		 Application	Tips	for	Computer	Programs	



721.9(B)		 Title	of	the	Program	

721.9(D)		 Year	of	Completion	

721.9(H)		 Acceptable	Terminology	for	an	Application	to	Register	a	Computer	Program	

721.10(C)	 Deposit	Requirements	for	Screen	Displays	

721.11		 User	Manuals	and	Other	Documentation	for	a	Computer	Program	

722		 Apps	

723		 Computer	Programs	That	Generate	Typeface,	Typefont,	or	Barcodes	

725		
Spreadsheets,	Reports,	and	Other	Documents	Generated		
by	a	Computer	Program	

727	 Databases	

727.3	 Application	Tips	for	Databases	

727.4		 Deposit	Requirements	

	

Chapter	800	

Section	 Heading	

802.4(A)	 Copies		

802.4(B)	 Phonorecords	

802.4(C)	 Motion	Pictures		

802.6	 Derivative	Musical	Works		

802.8(A)	 A	Registration	for	a	Musical	Work	Distinguished	from	a	Registration	for	a	Sound	Recording	

802.8(D)		 Name	Individual	Authors	(Not	Performing	Groups)	as	the	Author	of	a	Musical	Work		

802.8(E)		 Work	Made	for	Hire	Authorship		

802.8(G)	 [Reserved]	

802.8(H)	 [Reserved]	

802.8(I)	 [Reserved]	

803.5(D)		 Pre-1972	Sound	Recordings	

803.8(A)	
A	Registration	for	a	Sound	Recording	Distinguished	from	a	Registration	for	a	Musical	Work	
or	Literary	Work	



803.8(F)(4)	 Bonus	Track	Added	to	a	Previously	Published	Album	

803.8(G)	 [Reserved]	

803.8(H)	 [Reserved]	

803.8(I)	 [Reserved]	

803.9(A)	 Type	of	Work	

803.9(D)(4)	 Beats/Music	Track	

803.9(D)(6)	 Sound	Effects	

804.3(F)	 Illustrations	or	Descriptions	of	Costumes,	Scenery,	Sets,	Props,	or	Lighting	

804.5(B)		 Phonorecords		

804.8(B)		 Synopses		

804.8(C)		 Redacted	Screenplay	for	a	Motion	Picture	in	Production	

805.2(B)	 Compositional	Arrangement	

805.5(B)(3)	
Ordinary	Motor	Activities,	Non-Expressive	Physical	Activities,	Competitive	Maneuvers,	Feats	
of	Physical	Skill	or	Dexterity,	and	Other	Uncopyrightable	Movements	in	Choreographic	
Works	

805.8(D)	
Descriptions,	Depictions,	and	Illustrations	of	Social	Dances,	Simple	Routines,	or	Other	
Uncopyrightable	Movements	

806.5(B)	
Ordinary	Motor	Activities,	Non-Expressive	Physical	Activities,	Competitive	Maneuvers,	Feats	
of	Physical	Skill	or	Dexterity,	and	Other	Uncopyrightable	Movements	in	Pantomimes	

807.5(C)	 Human	Authorship	

808.10(D)	 Missing	Authorship	Elements	

808.10(G)(2)(a)	 Sounds	Published	on	the	Same	Date	

808.10(D)	
through	
808.10(J)(1)	

Redacted	Screenplay	for	a	Motion	Picture	in	Production		
through		
The	1994	Uruguay	Round	Agreements	Act	(URAA)	and	the	General	Agreement	on	Tariffs	
and	Trade	(GATT)	

808.10(J)(2)	 North	American	Free	Trade	Agreement	(NAFTA)	

808.11(D)	 Unclear	Authorship	Terms	

808.11(E)	 Unacceptable	Authorship	Terms	

808.12	 Deposit	Requirements	for	Motion	Pictures	

	



Chapter	900	

Section	 Heading	

901		 What	This	Chapter	Covers	

902	 Visual	Arts	Division	

903.1	 Pictorial,	Graphic,	and	Sculptural	Works	

903.2	 Architectural	Works	

904		 Fixation	of	Visual	Art	Works	

905	 Copyrightable	Authorship	in	Visual	Art	Works	

906	 Uncopyrightable	Material	

906.1	 Common	Geometric	Shapes	

906.3	 Colors,	Coloring,	and	Coloration	

906.4	 Typeface,	Typefont,	Lettering,	Calligraphy,	and	Typographic	Ornamentation	

906.6	 Blank	Forms	

906.7	 Naturally	Occurring	and	Discovered	Material	

906.8	 Mechanical	Processes	and	Random	Selection	

906.9	 Measuring	and	Computing	Devices	

906.10	 Useful	Articles	and	the	Mechanical	or	Utilitarian	Aspects	of	Works	of	Artistic	Craftsmanship	

908	 Jewelry	Designs	

908.1	 What	is	Jewelry?	

908.2	 Copyrightable	Authorship	in	Jewelry	

908.3	 Application	Tips	for	Jewelry	

909.3	 Uncopyrightable	Material	
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