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The webinar will begin promptly 
at 1:00 p.m. eastern time



SUBMITTING QUESTIONS

To submit a question, use the Q&A dialog box in the lower 
right corner. You may submit a question during any portion of 
this webinar; however, questions will be answered at the end 
of the presentation. 

Please note: we may not be able to answer all questions 
received in the allotted time. Thank you.
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COPYRIGHT PUBLIC RECORD

Copyright Records Background
• Title 17 of the United States Code

• §705 · Preparation, Maintenance, Public Inspection
• §707 · Copyright Office Forms and Publications

Copyright Online Records Catalog 
• The current online database is available on the U.S. 

Copyright Office’s website and contains records relating to 
registrations and document recordations issued after 1978 
(a.k.a. the public catalog). 

Public Record in Practice
• Identify Copyright Status or Ownership
• Notice of Transfer of Copyright Ownership - Constructive Notice



HISTORICAL PUBLIC RECORDS

Copyright Record Books
Early records of copyright ownership 
and, later, the bound copyright 
applications, includes renewals and 
assignments.

Copyright Card Catalog
The physical Copyright Card Catalog 
enables users to find Copyright Office 
records from 1870 through 1977.

Catalog of Copyright 
Entries (CCEs) 
Summary of registrations and 
renewals from 1891 through 1977 
not including assignments.

Note: Notice of Use and Commercial Prints and Labels make up a smaller portion 
of the Historical Records. Secondary copies of recorded documents pertaining to 
copyright ownership are in photostat and microfilm formats.



PUBLIC RECORD SYSTEMS

COHM:
TX-4-835-900       (COHM)        ITEM 11 OF 33 IN SET 11              
TITL: February daily horoscopes, 1998.                                          
PHYS: Computer disk.                                                            
NOTE: Printout also deposited.                                                  
CLNA: acC&D Byrd  Enterprises, Inc.                                           
DCRE: 1998         DPUB: 28Feb98       DREG: 10Jun98                      
APTI: Group registration for automated database titled 
February daily horoscopes, 1998 : published updates from 
February 1, 1998-February 28, 1998 (your lucky number is 5)                                             
LINM: NM: additions, updating & rev. compilation.                               
MISC: C.O. corres. 
ECIF: 1/C
READY:  

COPICS
(1978–2007)

February daily horoscopes, 1998. 
Type of Work: Computer File

Registration Number / Date: TX0004835900 / 1998-06-10 
Application Title: Group registration for automated database titled February 

daily horoscopes, 1998 : published updates from February 1, 
1998-February 28, 1998 (your lucky number is 5)

Title: February daily horoscopes, 1998.
Description: Computer disk.

Notes: Printout also deposited.
Copyright Claimant: C&D Byrd Enterprises, Inc.

Date of Creation: 1998
Date of Publication: 1998-02-28 

Basis of Claim: New Matter: additions, updating & rev. compilation.

Copyright Note: C.O. correspondence.
Other Title: Group registration for automated database titled February 

daily horoscopes, 1998 : published updates from February 1

Names: C&D Byrd Enterprises, Inc.

Public Catalog 
(2007–Present)

https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi%3FSC=Author&SEQ=20200610164218&PID=_WNlWXauDD3qfW2T1Mq7BspQKzPi&SA=C%2526D+Byrd+Enterprises,+Inc.


BACKGROUND

• 2004 Copyright Survey Results

• 2012 Key Findings from Interview with Public 
Users

• 2013 Public Access to Historical Records

• 2013 Register's Special Project for Technical 
Upgrades to Registration & Recordation

• 2014 Transforming Document Recordation at 
the United States Copyright Office (Brauneis)

• 2017 Modernizing Document Recordation 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking May 18, 2017



CURRENT PUBLIC CATALOG

• Outdated Interface

• Strict Formatting

• 10,000 Result Limit

• Not Copyright Specific



NEW PUBLIC RECORD SYSTEM

• Modern Interface

• Flexible Formatting

• Advanced Search

• Dynamic Filters

• Focus on Copyright 
Information

Disclaimer: In development, 
not final version.
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• Link registrations and recorded documents
• Provide additional indexing information captured by the 

new Recordation Pilot
• Include pre-1978 records as they are digitized
• Include Virtual Card Catalog metadata and card images
• Display the "certificate" or recorded document image

FEATURES FOR CONSIDERATION

publicrecords@copyright.gov 

USABILITY TESTING



Questions?

To submit a question, use the Q&A dialog box in the 
lower right corner. 

Please note: we may not be able to answer all questions 
received in the allotted time. Thank you.



For More Information 

copyright.gov/copyright-modernization

Send Questions To

askcmo@copyright.gov

Learn More


