


Today we will cover

GRTX Basics

Eligibility Requirements

Deposit Requirements

Fillable Form for Required Title List

The GRTX Application
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W HAT  I S  A  G R O UP  R E G I S T R AT I O N O F  S HO R T  O NL I NE  L I T E R A R Y  W O R K S ?

A Group Registration of Short Online Literary Works will allow an applicant to register at 

least two and up to fifty separate works with one application and one filing fee.

Each work in the group will be registered as a separate work.

The Copyright Office will prepare one certificate of registration for the entire group and 

assign one registration number to that certificate.

Read more about the rulemaking that established the new group registration option:

copyright.gov/rulemaking/shortonline-literaryworks/

4

https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/shortonline-literaryworks/


The Office strictly applies the 

requirements for group 

registration options to ensure 

efficiency and cost effectiveness.

Group registration options 

impose significant 

administrative costs and 

burdens on the Office.
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W HY  I S  G R T X  US E F UL ?

Save money.

GRTX Application fee: Standard Application fee: 

$65 to register up to fifty separate works $65 to register one work

$65 x 50 works = $3,250

Save time.

File one application for up to fifty separate works.

A group registration covers the copyrightable text in each literary work that is 

submitted for registration. A copyright owner may seek a separate award for 

each work infringed.
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G R T X  L A UNC H D AT E

The Office expects to launch the 

GRTX application in August 2020.

The Office does not expect the 

coronavirus emergency to interfere 

with this release date.

Visit the new GRTX website for 

resources: copyright.gov/grtx
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W HAT  I S  A  S HO R T  O NL I NE  L I T E R A R Y  W O R K ?

A short online literary work contains at least 50 and no more than 17,500 words. 

To qualify as an online literary work, the work must be first published as part of a 

website or online platform, such as an online newspaper, social media website, or 

social networking platform.

8



9



G R T X  E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q UI R E M E NT S

1. The group must contain at least two and up to fifty separate works.

2. Each work must contain between 50 and 17,500 words.

3. The claim is limited to the text that appears in each work.

4. All the works in the group must be first published online.

5. All the works must be published within three consecutive months.
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G R T X  E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q UI R E M E NT S

6. The text in all the works must be written by the same individual author or co-written 

by the same joint authors.

7. The author or joint authors must be named as the claimant(s) for each work, even if 

an author is not the current copyright owner of one or more works in the group.

8. The works in the group cannot be works made for hire.

9. Each individual work must have a title and each title must be on the application. 

10. The applicant must include a title for the group as a whole.
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C L A I M  L I M I T E D  T O  T HE  T E X T  I N  E A C H W O R K

One or more works in the group may 

contain text and other forms of authorship, 

such as artwork or photographs, but 

only the text can be registered using 

the GRTX option.

12



W O R K S  F I R S T  P UB L I S HE D  O NL I NE

A work may satisfy the online requirement if it was

• first distributed to the public as part of a website or online platform, 

• first distributed on a website or platform protected by a paywall or password, or

• published simultaneously online and in physical form.

The same GRTX application may be used to register works first published on different 

websites or online platforms. 

A work would not be eligible if published only in physical form or if published in physical 

form prior to being published online.
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W O R K S  I NE L I G I B L E  F O R  T HE  G R T X  O P T I O N

A website or online platform itself cannot be registered using the GRTX option.

The following types of works cannot be registered with a GRTX application:

• emails

• podcasts

• audiobooks

• computer programs

• compilations

• collective works
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T HR E E  C A L E ND A R  M O NT HS

Example 1 – Acceptable Example 2 – Not Acceptable

Up to fifty works published online from 

October 2019 through December 2019

Earliest work in the group published on 

October 1 or December 31 or on any 

day between those dates

These works may be registered 

together using one GRTX application.

A group of works published online from 

March 2020 through June 2020

These works must be registered in two 

separate groups, each on a separate 

GRTX application:

1. works first published from March 

through May 2020

2. works first published in June 2020
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A L L  T E X T  B Y  T HE  S A M E  A UT HO R  O R  T HE  S A M E  J O I NT  A UT HO R S

Donovan wrote 25 poems.

Donovan and Kayla co-wrote 

15 essays. 

Donovan may register his 25 poems 

using one GRTX application.

Donovan or Kayla must submit a 

separate application to register their 

15 essays. The application must 

identify Donovan and Kayla as 

co-authors and co-claimants.

Corinne wrote 10 blog posts and  

published them on the family’s blog.

Brendan wrote 10 blog posts and 

published them on the family’s blog.

Corinne and Brendan must file 

separate GRTX applications to register 

their respective blog posts. 

They cannot register their blog posts 

together on the same application. 

Example 1 Example 2
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C O M M E NT S  W R I T T E N A ND  A D D E D  B Y  B L O G  R E A D E R S

Blog readers may have the ability to post comments in response to blog entries on a 

particular blogging platform.

An author registering her blog posts should not consider any reader comments to be 

part of the text being registered. Likewise, she should not consider those who posted 

comments to be co-authors of her blog posts. 

If the reader comments appear in the copy of a blog post submitted for registration, the 

applicant should disclaim those third party comments using the “Material Excluded” 

section of the application. This section is located on the “Limitation of Claim” screen in 

the online application. 
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G R T X  D E P O S I T  R E Q UI R E M E NT S

1. The applicant must upload one complete copy of each work in the group. Each work 

must be in a separate file, and all works must be in the same acceptable file format.

2. The applicant must submit a sequentially numbered list specifying the title, file name, 

publication date, and word count for each work in the group.

3. The file name for each work must match the corresponding title for each work as 

entered both on the application and on the title list.

4. All files, including the title list, must be uploaded in a single zip folder.
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UNA C C E P TA B L E  D E P O S I T S

The Copyright Office will not accept

• files with file names that do not match the titles on the application

• files containing multiple works

• files uploaded one-by-one instead of in a single zip folder

• a zip folder containing more than fifty files plus a title list

• a zip folder containing one or more unacceptable file formats

• physical copies, including printouts and electronic storage devices like discs 

or thumb drives
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A C C E P TA B L E  F I L E  F O R M AT S

Applicants can find a list of all acceptable file 

formats on the Copyright Office website at

copyright.gov/eco/help-file-types.html

copyright.gov  “Register a Copyright” 

“Literary Works”  “eCO Acceptable File Types”

If a file format is not on this list, do not upload 

any files using that format.
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C O P I E S  O F  W O R K S  A S  F I R S T  P UB L I S HE D  O NL I NE

Each file must contain the text of the 

work as first published online.

The applicant may submit a file 

containing screenshots of the work as 

published online.
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C O P I E S  O F  W O R K S  A S  F I R S T  P UB L I S HE D  O NL I NE

Or, as we see here, the applicant may create and 

submit a document containing the exact text that 

was published online.

Submit each work in the group in only one format. 

Do not submit a work as both a screen capture 

and a separate document containing the text.

And, remember that each work must be submitted 

in a separate file. Do not submit any files 

containing more than one work.
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A L L  F I L E S  M US T  B E  UP L O A D E D  I N  A  S I NG L E  Z I P  F O L D E R

The applicant must upload one zip folder containing all of the works in the group as 

well as the title list.

The zip folder must not exceed 500 MB.

The applicant may compress the files if necessary to comply with the 500 MB limit.

The application will include a link to a video showing applicants how to save files in a 

zip folder and how to upload a zip folder to the electronic registration system.
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T I T L E S  A ND  F I L E  NA M E S  M US T  M AT C H E X A C T L Y

The file name for each work must match the corresponding title for each work as 

entered both on the application and on the title list.

Title of Work Corresponding File Name

The Birthday Party  the_birthday_party.pdf

From the Mountain to the Sea  fromthemountaintothesea.pdf

Recipe for Carne Asada  Recipe for Carne Asada.pdf
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A T I T L E  L I S T  I S  R E Q UI R E D

The applicant must prepare and upload a sequentially numbered list containing the title, 

file name, publication date, and word count for each work in the group. 

The title and file name for a particular work must be the same, and the titles on the title 

list must exactly match the titles on the application.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to prepare the title list before beginning the 

application.

The title list must be saved in an acceptable file format, such as as .xls, .xlsx, or .pdf, 

and the file must be included in the zip folder the applicant uploads to eCO.

The file name for the title list must include the title for the group as a whole and the case 

number assigned to the application.
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T HE  O F F I C E  HA S  C R E AT E D  A  F I L L A B L E  F O R M  F O R  T HE  T I T L E  L I S T

The Copyright Office developed a 

fillable form that applicants may use 

to create and upload the title list. 

The form will be available soon on 

the GRTX webpage at 

copyright.gov/grtx.

A video tutorial and help text will 

provide guidance for using the 

fillable form.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

Applicants are strongly encouraged to use the Office’s fillable form, though it’s not 

required.

The form is designed to help ensure that applicants include all of the required 

information and that the file names for the works match the corresponding titles.

The form includes validations that are intended to prevent common mistakes. 

The form will also help applicants add the individual titles to the application without 

having to retype each title directly into the application.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

At the top of the form, enter the case number assigned to the application in eCO. 

You’ll find the case number at the top of each screen in the online application.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

There are four columns you must complete for each work: Title of Work, File Name of Work, 

Publication Date, and Word Count
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

For each work, enter the title of the work in the second column. That title will automatically 

be copied into the sixth column followed by a comma.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

Enter the file name for the work in the third column. Each title on the title list must match the 

corresponding title on the application, the file name on the file, and the file name on the title list.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

For each work, enter the month, day, and year of publication in the fourth column. 

Use two digits for the month, two digits for the day, and four digits for the year.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

All of the works must be published within three consecutive calendar months. If you enter a date 

that exceeds this limit, the form will generate an error message.
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T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

Use the fifth column to enter the total word count for each work. If you enter a number smaller 

than 50 or larger than 17,500, the form will generate an error message.

36



T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

If you forget to enter required information for a work, you will see an error message in the seventh 

column. When you have added the missing information, the error message will disappear.
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T HE  T I T L E  L I S T

The file name for the list must contain the title of the group of works as a whole and the 

case number assigned to the application by the electronic registration system.

The group title in the file name must match the group title entered on the application.

The file name for the title list must be entered on the application itself in the field 

marked “File Name for List.” You will find this field at the bottom of the screen marked 

“Group Title / Publication and Completion Information.”
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T HE  F I L E  NA M E  F O R  T HE  T I T L E  L I S T  M US T  B E  E NT E R E D  O N T HE  A P P L I C AT I O N
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Visit copyright.gov and 

click on “Register a 

Copyright.”

This will take you to the 

Registration Portal page.
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Here, click the blue box to log in to the 

Electronic Copyright Office Registration 

System.

This will take you to the eCO login screen.
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

On the Home screen, click the link to “Register Certain Groups of Published Works.”
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

This screen will confirm you are registering short online literary works. Click “Start Registration.”
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

From the “Type of Group” 

dropdown menu, choose   

“Short Online Literary Works.”

Read the information provided 

to be sure your group of works 

meets all of the eligibility and 

deposit requirements.

If the group meets all of the 

requirements, check the 

confirmation box at the bottom 

of the screen, and then click 

“Continue” at the top of the 

screen.
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Your assigned case number will appear at the top of each screen.
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Be sure you have completed your title list and assigned a group title before proceeding. 

To add the group title, click “New.”
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Enter the required 

information in each field 

on this screen. Click the 

text in blue to view the 

help text, or watch a video 

tutorial that shows you 

how to complete this 

screen.

In the last field on this 

screen, enter the file name 

for your title list. The file 

name must include the 

group title and the case 

number assigned to your 

application.
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Now that you’ve added the group title, you need to add the individual titles of the works in the 

group. Click “New” to add the individual titles.
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

You will enter the individual titles in the field marked “Individual Work Titles.” Each title in the 

list must be separated by a comma. If you created your title list using the Office’s fillable form, 

you can copy and paste the entire list at once.

50



T HE  O F F I C E ’ S  F I L L A B L E  F O R M

In the fillable form, click on the first title in the sixth column and drag the cursor to the last title in 

the column. To copy the titles, right click and choose “Copy,” or press “Ctrl” + “c.” Then, return to 

the online application.

51



T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Place the cursor in the box. To paste the title list you copied from the form, right click and 

choose “Paste,” or press “Ctrl” + “v.” Once you have pasted the titles, click “Save.”
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T HE  G R T X  A P P L I C AT I O N

Once you have added the group title and the individual titles to the application, you will see 

both entries on the Titles screen. Click “Continue” at the top of the screen to move to the next 

section of the application.
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  W E B PA G E

Visit copyright.gov and click 

on “Group Registration of 

Short Online Literary Works 

(GRTX)” under “Copyright 

Quick Links.”
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  W E B PA G E

You can also reach the 

GRTX webpage by 

clicking “Register a 

Copyright” to go to the 

Registration Portal page.
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  W E B PA G E

On the Registration Portal Page, 

click “Coming Soon: Group 

Registration of Short Online 

Literary Works” to be taken to 

the GRTX webpage.
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A C C E S S I NG  T HE  G R T X  W E B PA G E

On the GRTX webpage, the Office 

will post additional resources in the 

coming weeks. 
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Q & A

Questions?
To submit a question, use the Q&A dialog box in the lower right corner. 

Please note: we may not be able to answer all questions received in the allotted time. 

Thank you.
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Contact Us
For any follow-up questions, please contact us at copyinfo@copyright.gov or 

at (202) 707-3000.


