TOP FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS?
For more information on the Licensing Division go to www.copyright.gov/circs/cir75.pdf
What is the basic function for the Licensing Division?
The Licensing Division collects royalty fee payments from cable operators for retransmitting television and radio broadcasts (section 111), from satellite carriers for retransmitting non-network and network signals (section 119), and from importers or

manufacturers for distributing digital audio recording technology products (D.A.R.T.) (section 1003). 
The division also records voluntary license agreements between copyright owners of sound recordings and digital subscription services or eligible digital nonsubscription services (section 114); copyright owners of sound recordings and entities making ephemeral recordings (section 112); copyright owners of nondramatic musical works and those intending to digitally distribute phonorecords (section 115); copyright owners and public broadcasting entities (section 118). Royalty payments are not made to the Copyright Office under any of these licenses.
What is the difference between a compulsory license and statutory license?

There is no difference.  The terms are used interchangeable.  Compulsory is defined as required by law or an authority.  Statutory means regulated or imposed by statute (written law).  
What’s new?

Congress recently passed the Satellite Television Extension and Localism Act of 2010 (“STELA”).  STELA renews, for another five years, the blanket license that allows satellite and cable operators to deliver distant signals to subscribers who cannot get a viewable signal from their local affiliate.  This law updates and reauthorizes the satellite carrier distant broadcast signal license, found in Section 119 of the Copyright Act, for another five years. STELA also amends the cable statutory license, found in Section 111 of the Copyright Act, in several respects. These two licenses were amended in part to take into account the recent digital broadcast television transition.  http://www.copyright.gov/docs/stela/
How do I search the LDS database?

Search the Licensing Division System (LDS) at http://licensing.copyright.gov/search/ to retrieve certain data (beginning with the accounting period January-June 1992 to the present) from statements of account filed by cable television operators.  

What is a Compulsory License for Making and Distributing Phonorecords?

The compulsory license is a law administered by the U.S. Copyright Office which allows a Licensee to make a cover and distribute an already recorded musical work by notifying the copyright owner of the musical work and paying a pre–determined royalty fee. Following the Compulsory Licensing procedures and paying the pre-determined royalty fee serves as compensation to the copyright owner and protects the Licensee from copyright infringement.  For more information see Circular 73, Compulsory License for Making and Distributing Phonorecords.
A Notice of Intention to Obtain a Compulsory License for Making and

Distributing Phonorecords (section 115) is recorded by the Licensing Division when an individual (licensee) cannot identify the copyright owner after searching the Copyright Office records. See Circular 22 How to Investigate the Copyright Status of a Work http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ22.pdf .   The Licensing Division does not provide a form, however, information that is required to be included in a Notice of Intent can be found at http://www.copyright.gov/licensing/.

Notices filed after October 1, 2010 are now available on the Licensing Division’s website.  Other records are filed in the Copyright Office Public Record Reading Room.  For more information go to www.copyright.gov/circs/cir73.pdf  Compulsory License for Making and Distributing Phonorecords or contact us at (202) 707-8150.
What are Notices of Use of Sound Recordings?
Voluntary license agreements between copyright owners of sound recordings and digital subscription services or eligible digital nonsubscription services (section 114); copyright owners of sound recordings and those entities making ephemeral recordings (section 112).  The Notices of Use of Sound Recordings are under Statutory License pursuant to section 270.1 of title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, which took effect on April 12, 2004. Copies of Notices of Use filed are available in the Copyright Office Public Record Reading Room, or on the Licensing Division’s website.  
What is the function of the Copyright Royalty Board?
On January 11, 2006, Librarian of Congress appointed three copyright royalty judges with oversight for adjusting the rates and terms of the statutory licenses and determining the distribution of royalties from the statutory license royalty pools that the Library of Congress administers.  For more information on the Copyright Royalty Board, go to www.loc.gov/crb .
What are the fees associated with the Licensing Division Services?

$100 Statement of account amendment (cable television systems, satellite carriers and

digital audio recording devices or media, 17 USC 111, 119, and 1003)
$60 Recordation of a notice of intention to make and distribute phonorecords

(17 USC 115) for first title. $20 for additional titles (per group of 10)
$140 Filing fee for recordation of license agreement for the use of certain works in

connection with noncommercial broadcasting under 17 USC 118
$50 Recordation of certain contracts by cable television systems located outside

the 48 contiguous states
$25 Notice of use of sound recordings under statutory license (17 USC 112 and 114)
$25 Amendment of 17 USC 112 and 114 notices
$0.50 Photocopy made by staff (b&w) (per page, minimum $12)

$165 Search report, per hour

$165 Certification of search report
Licensing Service Fees are effective as of August 1, 2009.  Please note that Copyright Office Licensing Division service fees are subject to change. 
How do I make royalty payments to the Licensing Division?
An EFT payment provides advantages to the remitter and the Copyright Office as the agency responsible for the collection and distribution of the royalty fees. EFTs can be transmitted either as an Automated Clearing House (ACH) credit or a Fedwire (“wire”) transaction depending upon how you arrange the transfer through your financial institution, or as an ACH debit using the U. S. Treasury Department Financial Management Service’s web based remittance system, Pay.gov.
For more information on royalty payments go to www.copyright.gov⁄circs⁄circ74 or email licensingfiscal@loc.gov.

.
Where can I get Licensing Circulars and Forms?
Circulars and forms can be found on the Licensing Division website at http://www.copyright.gov/licensing/  or on the Copyright Office home page at http://www.copyright.gov/.
