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The undersigned herewith submits his annual report, exhibiting the 
condition and growth of the Library of Oongress, and the business of 
the copyright department, during t.he calendar year 1887. 

The annual enumeration of the books has been attended with increased 
difficulty and delay, owing to the great portion of the collection now 
unprovided with shelves, and which must be counted in piles wherever 
they are stored-some in all departments of the Library proper, but the 
greater part in store-rooms underneath the Capitol. The result of the 
count is to be regarded as an approximation'rather than an exact state- 
ment. The additions to the law department during 3587 have been1,831 
volumes, and to the miscellaneous library 13,448 volumes, besides about 
1,000 pamphlets. A t  the date of my last report, January, 1887, the 
whole Library numbered 581,678 volumes of books, and about 193,000 
pamphlets. The increase during the year makes the following exhibit 
of the contents of the Library in January, 1888 : 
Volumes of booke. ........................................................ 596,957 
Pamphlets.. .............................................................. 194,000 

Of the above a,ggregate the law department of the Library embraas 
71,446 volumea. 

The accessions to the Library during the past year have come from the 
following sources : 
From copyright depoaita ................................................... 9,369 . Prom purchase. ............................................................ 3,146 

......... Rom deposita by the Smithsonian Institution.. ................. ..: 1,845 
From escbangeu ........ :... ............................................... 563 
Prom donatione ............................................................ 236 

.......................... Prom increase of the Toner collection (preeented). If#) 

Total ................................................................ 16,279 
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