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The undersigned submits herewith his annual report concerning the
progress of the Library of Congress and the copyright business during
the year closing December 31, 1880,

The annual enumeration of the books and pamphlets in the Library,
prosecuted this year under greatly increased difficulties, owing to the
overcrowded condition of the collections in every department, exhibits a
total of 396,788 volumes and about 133,000 pamphlets. Of this aggre-
wate 50,425 books belong to the law department of the Library.

The accessions during the year 1830 embraced 22,766 volumes of books,
and 12,922 pamphlets, derived from the following specified sources:

Books. Pamphlets.

From purchafes ccecueceicciiine ieiicececce orcmonviaccaacerrossanncrnssnaccans 6,824 856
From COPYTIZht. e eeieneeemioatirniatictiiaciicicticisctceiectecassanvecosnons 12, 870 8, 540
I'rom deposit by the Smithsonian Institution .....cevvveeiviicnniiicaniacieonces 1, 864 2, 549
From donAtIONS . . cvieeniaceraas marecasrecrrecniacceanniesiesrnscnnsaanacsasanan 840 648
From 0XCHANZeS8 « ccvvevesanreenreacsencionaceanreoaseacanmssoncasssosnnannsnnres 1,368 320

TOtAL. . eceeieerinccracteccrianescerrecrrcrsicosenusiannosmmssannsassnnnn 22, 768 12, 922

At the date of my last report, January 2, 1880, the Library numbered
374,022 volumes of books and about 120,000 pamphlets.

I have again to report a gratifying increase in the entries and receipts
of the copyright departinent during the year 1880, evincing a steady
improvement in the publishing enterprise of the country. The total
number of entries of copyright publications in 1880 was 20,686, being
nn increase of 2,561 over the entries of 1879, and a much larger number
than in any former year. The fees paid into the Treasury on account of
records of copyright, copies of such entries, and records of assignment,
umounted to the sum of $16,603.50, showing an increase of $1,913.60 over
the year preceding.,
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The aggregate entries of copyil'ght during 1880 embraced the follow-
ing specific classes of publications :

BOOKBinenes tunvasceatatrseost srnntsanssnisanns Gemieasssssssessccanescsennas 7,108
Periodicals. ccccee e careccenceccaascccccsoacacnne sesnansscosssancas sacmnscnn 4, 369
Musical cOompPoBItIODB. ... iimee e ciii et iiciit i e ec e e e e 5,628
Dramatic composition8.esees caeevenscneeennaacecannn R .- 49
Maps andcharts. ... ceeeviciaeciiiocerercmecnmncases senc savace cesans caneonns 1,051
Engraviugs and 6t-0mos.....ccau........ Semessecams cansiansanscan e ean 1,481
Photographs.cccad vaeeer tovactieecatcanasroneranccnoonancacoanaacn camoavenn 407
Print8.ce e ceeeiaicceiiceaeiieees caccansaccmscacces somnusansamssoanns sannnsn 43
Designs and ArawWingB.co. ccee vovnae conarvrccns cuntoncsrssmnerareonansanscanns 83
PAIDBIIEE e ceenvecemevecaenaeananenseencsosse aonanseracas sancmsasmnansansns 15

TOtB] ceveaecmeecacccecaceceescecamecearancsacascnccsecaoasnse sammms on 20, 686

The deposits of publications of every description during 1880 are sum-
marized under the following heads, showing the accessions to the col-
lections in the past twelve months under the copyright law:

BoOOKS . c.. coeienciceeacnceeconeeeenacaacaicsccscaaremerncsssascmaaseones sueana 12,370
Periodicals .c.ncoceierae e cec e eacecccnecnenmeneorenc sacecmanes samenn smaane 8,783
Musical coMPOBItIONB. c. o taceaus caeacectvecccerecsacsances canssoncas sammns = e 10,528
Dramatic compositions...ces ceaeeciaenircieicimesvecsnacene annnsocsencann 146
Maps and chart8.... cee. tovettinnceacctaccannes sacmccnroanscacansonan - 1,642
Engravings and chromos. ... cceeveioeemncncnrsoneecanans sorens sucone vacane 2,527
Photographs ... ciee i i it e trac e e cmc e e 6A
Print8 . e it e i iccaiceameccacnaecare camumssansmane sonsonmanen 22
0 LT . 1T P 18

TOtBY veeenr cenncimeiieaaeccee cere e cacescasecasaccencescansnanceos s 36, 660

Two copies of each publication protected being required to be depos-
ited, the net additions to the collections of copyright material are 18,330
articles,of which 6,185 were books, besides periodicals numbering 4,391.

The various funds of the Library and the Botanic Garden appropria-
tions, under control of the Joint Committee on the Library, exhibit the
following unexpended balances January 1, 1881:

Fund for increase of the Library. ceeee. cenemicenenttoeenr eannvenneenen. $11,927 10
Fund for ornamenting the Capitol with works of 4Tt scvmaveerrvacennenen. 7,950 00
Fund for portraits of Presidents of the Upiied S§iai€8.uceecrecceacennnn... 1,134 50

Fund for purchase and printing of unpubliched historical manuseripte re-
lating to early French discoveries in the Northwest and on the Missis-

1) 1 N 5,964 04
Fund for salaries in the Botanic Garden and greenhouses .cvue. veeessscens. 6,863 Y0
Fund for improving Botanic Garden...o..cceeeeiecenevemics vancenancnens 1,939 61
Fund for impruving buildings in Botanic Garden.....ceeveeuceueivieoncan 3,397 o6
Fund for providing additional accommodation for the Congressional Li-

23 o 3,180 00
Fund for contingent expenses of Library...cceecee coveneracnccanseensnees 1,267 96

The still unsettled guestion of a permanent provision to relieve the
increasing difficulties that beset the administration of this overcrowded!
Library has at length a near prospect of solution. By the creation of
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a joint select committee on additional accommodations for the Library
of Congress, by act approved June 8, 1880, Congress has evinced its
purpose to enter upon the subject by a comprehensive inquiry, with a
view to provide a remedy. The joint select committee, after protracted
and thorough examination, have agreed upou a report unanimously ree-
ommending the immediate erection of a separate library building. As
the time that would be necessarily occupied in erecting this edifice will,
in any event, extend to between two and three years, during which the
collections will be increasing coustantly and largely, it is a matter of
urgent necessity that Congress should give effect to the conclusions
reached by the joint committee by legislation at the present session.

AINSWORTH R. SPOFFORD,

Librarian of Congress.
Hon. D. W. VOORHEES,

Chairman of Joint Committee on the Library.
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