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THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE

REPORT TO THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS BY THE
REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS

‘WasHINGTON, D. C., August 28, 19}4.
SIR: The copyright business and the work of the Copyright Office
for the fiscal year July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944, 1nclus1ve are sum-
marized as follows:

Registrations and Receipts

The figures for the past year show a material increase in business
over the preceding year. Registrations advanced from 160,789 to
169,269, or 5.6 percent, and gross receipts from $324,300.99 to $333,-
270.24, an increase of 2.7 percent. - The increase in registrations applied
to nearly all classes of material, but was most noticeable in musical
compositions (from 48,348 to 52,087—mostly manuscript pieces) and
periodicals (from 42,995 to 44,364). There was a significant increase
in the number of English books registered for ad interim copyright
(517 to 602) and in commercial prints and labels (5,385 to 5,953). °
On the other hand, “books proper,” i. e. bound volumes, printed in the
United States, fell from 8,658 to 7,585, maps from 737 to 494, and
motion picture photoplays from 693 to 604.. The decrease in registra-
tions of American books, doubtless attributable in part to paper short-
age, was compensated, statistically and in the amount of copyright
business, by an increase in: the registrations of other book material
(pamphlets;:leaflets, and contributions to periodicals). The decrease
in registrations of motion picture photoplays {from 693 to 604) was
overcome by the increase in registrations of other types of motion
pictures (from 1,074 to 1268). The material decrease in map regis-
trations is perhaps due to present political and economic conditions,
perhaps to other causes similar to those whxch reduced the number of
book registrations.

The volume of copyright business has been in the past a fairly accu-
rate barometer of business conditions generally. The figures for the
fiscal year 1944 would indicate that the trough of war-caused disloca-
tion of business has been passed ‘and that the normal steady increase in
the number of registrations is again taking place. Registrations for
the past five years are shown in the table which follows:
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2 REPORT OF THE REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS, 1944
Registration by subject matter classes for the fiscal years 1940 10 1944,
inclusive
Class Subject matter of copyright 1944 1943 1942 1941 ¥ 1940
A | Books:
(a) Printed in the United States: EEE
Books proper. . ..ocoveceacocaae 7,585 8, 658 10,377 12,738 11,976
Pamphlets, leaflets, ete. ..o . 27,683 27, 558 33, 620 31,187 34,687
Contributions to newspapers and .
periodicals. _____ ..o ceeee.._. 4,730 8,568 5,119 85,845 13,926
Total 39,998 39, 784 49,118 49, 767 60, 589
(b) Printed abroad In a foreign language. 82 156 . 681 1, 558 2, 504
(¢) English . booka registered for ad
intertm copyright .. ocooeeuin- 002 517 500 565 958
Total 40, 40, 487 50,276 51,885 64,051
B | Perfodicals (numbers). ... o .cceaooiooo 44,364 42, 905 48,145 42,207 40,173
O [ Lectures, sermons, 8ddresses. ....c.occocaaaon 1,126 T 829 963 1,862 1,276
D | Dramatic or dramatico-musical compositions. 4,878 3,687 4,803 5,010 | 8, 450
E | Musical composith 52, 087 48, 348 50, 023 49, 135 37,978 -
P | Maps.. 404 T87 1,217 1,388 1,622
G | Works of art, models, or designs_............ 1,743 1,640 2,110 ] 2,187 3,081
H | Reproductions of works of art___._._.....o... 173 21 321 343 445
I Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or I .
technical character. . . .o ceoocacoo 1,957 1,911 2,086 2,360 2,817
J | Photographs.. 1,270 1,042 1,502 2,411 2,590
KX | Commercial prints and labels..__........... 5,958 &5, 388 7,162 7,182 | s
K | Prints and pictorial {llustrations__._... 2,426 2,317 2,917 8,068 4,69
-L | Motion picture photoplays.___..._... 604 (] 871 800
M | Motion pictures not photoplays.......... - 1,268 L0714 1,8 976 811
RR | Renewals of commercial prints and labels..._ “ 20 z ) () PR
R | Renewals of all other classes.....cceccaeaaa.oo 10, 203 9, 630 11,461 10,323 10, 207
Total ; ..| 169,260 | 160,780 | 182,232 | 180,647 | 176,997
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. 'The fees actually applied for registrations of copyright amounted
to $301,110. Total earnings from these and other fees (for recording
- assignments, certifying documents, etc.) were $319,466.30. The table
which follows gives a summary account.

" Summary of Copyright Business, _Fiséél_fear 1944 ) :

Balance on hand July 1, 1943 : e $55, 569.50

" Gross receipts Ju]y 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944 L : 333, 270. 24
Total to; 'he:nccounted for. : - 388, 839. 74

Refunded $17,347.97 .

Checks returned unpaid 81.00 - -

- Deposited as earned fees___ .- 207,075.10
Balance carried over to J uly 1, 1944 . .
) Fees earned in June 1944 but not de-

posited until July 1944 __ . ______ $28, 140. 30
‘Unfinished. business balance ‘9, 906. 19
Deposit accounts balance. 36,109. 18 :
: T = 74, 335. 67

o | . ———— 38, 80.T4

Feea Recelved
'Registrations for prints and labels____-____-L--_-_ 5,953 at $6° $35, 718.00
Registrations for published works. 101,856 at $2 203, 712.00
Reglstrations for published photographs without cer- - -0
- tifleates ; : : 418 at-$1 - - - 418.00
‘Registrations for unpubhshed works ; ‘50, 795 at $1 50, 795.00
Registrations for renewals of prints and labels-.—___ 44 at $6 264,00
‘Registrations for renewals, all other classes._._____ 10,203 at §1 10, 203.00
‘ Total number of reglstrations___.._.___._____ 169, 269 .
‘Fees for registrations . ' i - 801,110.00
Fees for recording 4,354 assignments_ i $12, 523. 00 '
Fees for indexing 19,063 transfers of proprietorship _____ 1, 506. 30
Fees for 1,449 certified documents - 1,449.00
¥ees for 215 notices of user recorded_: . 215. 00
Fees for searches made at $1 per hour of time consumed. 2, 263. 00
: 18, 536. 30
319, 466, 80

Since J uly 1, 1897 the date of organization of the Copyright Oﬂioe
-the total registrations have been 6,406,555 and the total receipts for
-fe;a)sl $8,221,540.70. The figures, year by year, appear in the following
table: -
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Statement of Gross Cash Receipts, Yearly Fees, Number of Registrations, Ete.,

for 47 Fiscal Years
. th | Number of | Increase | Decrease
Yearly foes
Yo rom oo “Solld” | | e | e

189708 . . e oerencaeccemc e e soeas $61,000.56 |  $55,926. 50
180890 . ... demammmac e e e emm - 04,185.68 38, 267.00
18901000 . oo eeeeoccamaacmcanee 71,072.83 68, 208. 00
1900-1901 .. ...... 09,525.25 | . €3,687.50
1001-2. . 68, 405.08 64,687.00
'1902-3... 71, 533.91 68, B74. 50
19034 __ 75, 302. 83 73, 629.00

1004-5.. 80, 440, 58 78,058.00 |
1905-6___ . 83, 610.92 80, 198: 00
1006-7.__. 87,384.31 84, 685,00
1007-8_. 85, 042. 08 8%,387.80
1908-9_. g 87,085.63.| 83,816.75
1909-10_ . 113,662.83 | 104,644.95
1010-11... . 118,661.52 | 100,018.95
1911-12. . 120,149.51 { 116, 685.08
101213, 118,068,296 |  114,960.60

191314 122,686.92 | 120,210.25 |
1014-15._ 115,004.55 | 11,9278
1916-16_ 115,603.42 { 112,980.85
1016-17.. 118,808.51 | " 110,077.40
1917-18... ... 100,105.87 | 106,352 40
1918-19_. . 117,618.96 | 113, 118.00
1010-20. 182,871.87 | 128,402.35
1920-21._.. 141,100.83 |  184,516.18
1911-22.. 145,908.26 | 138,516.15
102228 _ : 153,928.02 | 149,297.00
1923-24_ 167,705.98 | 162, 544.90
1994-325__ : 178,071.95 |  168.900.58
1925-28. . 185,088.90 { 178,307.20
1926-27... 191,875.16 |  184,727.00
1927-28 201,084.49 | 105,167.68
1928-29__ 322,135.87 | -308,993.%0
1929-30.. $36,980.75 | 327, 620.90
1930-81. .. 312,868.41 | 300, 414.30
1031-82.__. 284,710.30 |  280.964.00
1932-83. . o oooceeeeeneen. 25¢,764.00 [ 250, 906.30
103334, 258.820.88 | 351,601, 50
1934-35. ... 200,348.81 | 250, 881.70
1035-86. . o eoeeoeeecannen 293,140.82 | 385, 206.00
193637« oo emeeeaee 205,318, 24 | 3280, 541.40
1937-88.. . 236,326.67 | 298, 790.60
198839 oo ————————— 330,468.37 | 806,764.40
108940 _ oo vceccancnen $41,001.35 | 320, 082.90
104041 e eiaicaan 847,125.35 | 347,430.00
14142, o ememean 876,000.63 | 351,138.10
104248 e . 334,800.99 | 806,838.70
14344, ..... . 833,270.24 | 819, 406.30
b T I 8,501, 551. 63 |8, 321, 540. 70
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. Copyright Deposits

'The total number of separate articles deposited in compliance with
the copyright law, which were registered during the fiscal year, is
260,338 The number of articles in each class for the last ﬁve fiscal
years is shown in the table which follows:

Number of articles deposited during the fiscal years 1940 to 1944, inclusive

Class Subject matter of copyright 1044 1043 1042 1941 1040
A | Books:
(e) Printed in the United States:
BookS PrOper. . ..oeoeueemnaccnaneas 15,170 17,316 | - 20,75¢ | 25,470 28,952
Pamphlets, leaflets, etc____....... 55, 360 85, 116 07,340 62,270 00,374
Cgontributions to newspapers and .
periodicals. 4,746 3, 568 5119 5,888 13,928
Total. ... eieececnaanes 75,282 76, 000 93,113 93, 634 107, 252
() Printed abroad in a foreign language. _ 8 156 651 1,568 2, 505
(c) English works registered for od
interim copyright.....cccaeeeeen... 602 6817 500 568 958
Total_ 78,900 76,673 4,278 98, 753 110,715
B | Periodioals 88, 738 885, 990 90, 200 84,214 | 80,358
C | Lectures, sermons, ete. .....cooveeemmeecceane- 1,128 620 063 1,363 1,217
D | Dramatic or dramatico-musical compositions 5,278 4,100 8,408 5,048 7,082
E | Musieal compositions. ... ... .. ... ...... 61, 060 57,343 00, 008 50,300 |- 48,153
F | Maps.. T 1,402 2,402 2,8 3,42
G | Works of art, models, or designs_ .. __........ 2,419 3,21 3,583 2,084, 4,014
H | Reproductions of works of art._.._........._. 319 303 580 882 M7
1 Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or
tecbnical character. 2,514 2,608 2,801 3,302 3,031
J | Photographs__ ... o eieceeainnas 1,863 1,658 2, 543 4,173 4,408
= }Pﬂnu, labels, and pictorial illustrations......_ 16,008 15,3%| 00| mom| 71
L | Motion picture photoplays........ccccueo...| 1,208 1,386 1,743 1,68 1,088
Motion pictures not photoplays............... 2,334 2,008 2,670 1,884 1,538
Total 260,338 | 252,123 | 286,436 | 288,787 72,041

preceding fiscal year.

During the lasf fiscal year 1,666 works were received in response

to requests addressed to delinquent copyright owners, and in addition
20 works were received within the demand period where officiul
demands were made, making a total of 1,686, ‘

The number of works received in response to requests for copies

sent to delinquent copyright owners again shows a decrease over the
This is due to the fact that fewer requests
have been sent out, since fewer cases of delinquency have been called
to the attention of the Copyright Office by the Card Division, and
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through other channels of inforination; it encourages the hope that
the efforts of the Office to secure comphance with the law in this
T espect are meeting with some success. However, as observed in pre-
vious Annual Reports, there is good reason to believe that there are
‘'still many cases in which works are published with copyright notice,
of which neither the Copyright Office nor any other department of the
Library can possibly have a complete knowledge and in connection with
‘which the copyright owner makes no attempt whatsoever to meet the
‘requirements of Section 12 of the Copyright Act. '
.During the fiscal year a total of 164,741 current articles deposited
have been transferred to the collections of the Library of Congress.
This number included 40,747 books, 103,200 periodical numbers, 17,631
.pieces of music, 908 maps, and 2,255 photographs and engravings.
~ Under authority of Section 59 of the Act of March 4, 1909, 1,830
“books were transferred during the fiscal year to other govemmenta.l
libraries in the District of Columbia. Under this transfer, up to
‘June 30, 1944, the following libraries have since 1909 received the total
number of books indicated below:
.. Department of Agriculture, 4,717; Department of Commerce,
23,076; Navy Department, 1,879; Treasury Department, 1,496; Office
of - Education, 22,855; Federal Trade Commission, 35,075; Bureau of
Standards, 2,094; Army Medical Library, 10,723; Walter Reed Hos-
‘pital, :2,884; Engineer School, Corps of Engineers, 3,202; Soldiers’
Home, 1, 600 . Public Library for the District of Columbia, 64,147. A
-number of other libraries have received a smaller number of books.
In ally 196 ,366 volumes have been thus dlstrlbuted durmg the last 35
years.. -
" The Copyrlfrht Act authorlzes the return to copyrlght claimants of
Qdeposﬂ:s not. transferred to the collections of the Library, and for
‘many ;years a large amount of material was thus disposed of. For
‘some time past a different policy has prevailed and no deposits have
been returned except motion picture films. These it has been found
‘undesirable to retain because of their inflammable character and the
present inadequacy of storage facilities. They are therefore returned
‘to their depositors on the day of their receipt, after the necessary
‘examination and recording. During the fiscal year 1944, 3,311 motion
‘picture films, most of them consisting of several reels each were thus
‘withdrawn. Under an agreement with their producers, referred to
‘in previous Annual Reports, one copy of each such film is subsequently
‘made available upon demand for permanent retentlon by the Library

of Congress.’
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Section 12 of the Copyright' Act provides for deposit of copies of

_published works promptly after publication. Because of the need

of the Library of Congress for the earliest possible. deposﬂ:, a pro-
cedure was adopted in September 1940, by which copies may be de-

vp0$1ted in advance of pubhcanon one copy being 1mmed1ate1y turned

over to the Library for processing, while the other copy is held in the

Copyright Office to be registered when the date of publication arrives.
The total number of titles received by pre-publication deposit since-
the plan was adopted is 5,526, an average of 120 a month. Efforts to

increase the participation of pubhshers in the plan have not been very

successful, and the average number of titles thus depos1ted during the

past year has been only 108 a month, the ma]onty commg from six

leadmg pubhshers

\ ' Expenditurea‘. o

" The total expenditure for salaries in the Copyright Office during
the fiscal year was $302,915.38. 'Expenditures for stationery, postage,
and transportation amounted to $1,487.65. The cost of printing the
Catalog of Copyright Entries and bulletins of decisions of the courts,
so far as it can now be determined on the basis of bills paid and esti-
mates where bills have not yet come from the Public Printer, is placed’

‘at $18,688.99. The cost of “Printing and Binding, General ”? for the

use of the Copyright Office, was approximately $6,222.49. The total

. of all these expenditures is, therefore, to be estimated at $330,002.80.

Accounts

On July 7, 1944, the books of the .Cdpyright Office were balanced
for June, the accounts for the fiscal year were closed, and the neces-
sary financial statements completed for the Treasury Departmept. :

Correspondence

-‘The volume of work under this head showed an increase correspond-
ing, of course; to the increase in the number of registrations, as copy-
rlght busmess istransacted almost entirely through the mails. Tncom-.
ing letters and parcels were 210,974 as against 206,375, and outgoing

~ letters and parcels 232,974 compared with 228,672 for the preceding ,

year. -
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Recording, Certification, and Indexing of Copyrights

On July 1, 1940 a new system of recording and certifying copy-
rights was introduced, as explained in my predecessor’s Annual Report
for that fiscal year. The form of certificate then adopted was based
on a Patent Offite form which, while acceptable to attorneys, has been
criticized by some publishers on account of its size and typography.
A smaller form is in process of gradual adoption, which will save about
one-third in the amount of paper used and may be more satisfactory
in appearance.

The number of index cards made and filed during the fiscal year
was 551,712 and of applications filed 157,694. The large increase in
the first of these figures (over 100,000 above the preceding year) is
attributable to the number of titles of copyrighted works contained
in vesting orders of the Alien Property Custodian, which of course
have to be indexed in some way to permit adequate searching. The
total number of such titles now comes to the formidable figure of
185,102 since the filing of the vesting orders began. Until recently
these were indexed under authors as well as under titles and claimants
so that two or three cards were required for each title. It now seems
possible to eliminate all but the title cards, and this is being done, but
there are at present 146,690 titles to be indexed and vesting orders
continue to be received from the Alien Property Custodian, so that it
will he very desirable to overcome the arrearage by the use of temporary
employees, if they can be secured.

It is also desired to resume, as soon as possible, active work on the-
consolidation of the old copyright indexes. Little has been done on
this during the past year because of lack of labor. The work of con-
solidating the indexes for book entries, comprising approximately
2,300,000 cards, was completed about a year ago except for a residue
of problem cases, calling for a final clean-up, which will not take long.
Some work has also been done on the indexes for periodicals. It is
desired, however, to proceed next with consolidation of the indexes for
music registrations, as this is the largest and most important class,
except for books. Additional clerical service will be needed for:
this task.

Clement L. Bouvé *

Colonel Bouvé retired from the position of Register of Copyrights
on December 31, 1948. He died suddenly on January 14, 1944. His
distinguished career before his appointment on August 1, 1936 is de-
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scribed in the Information Bulletin of the Library of Congress for
January 18, 1944, and additional details regarding his life and work
are to be found in the notice of his death in the Washington Sunday
Star of January 16, 1944 and in “Who's Who in America, 1942-1943.”
Special Order No.;71 of J anuary 6, 1944 also deals briefly with the
character of Colonél Bouvé's service.

Colonel Bouvé’s hdministration of the Copyright Office was notable
both for improvements which he made in the organization of the Office
and for his constant and energetic endeavor to obtain strict compli-
ance with the conditions and formalities 1aid down by the copyright
statutes for securing and maintaining copyright. Colonel Bouvé’s
- predecessors in office were actuated in great degree by a desire to pro-
mote a sense of literary property and a respect for the rights of
‘authors; his own guiding principle was that of the trained and con-

scientious lawyer who feels that the provisions of the statutes should
" be always borne in mind and obeyed. Among the improvements intro-
“duced by Colonel Bouvé in the administration of the Office may be

mentioned the creation of an organized legal staff, the establishment
of an Examining Section to pass in the first instance upon all applica-
" tions for copyright registration in accordance with specific rules and
instructions, and the formation of a Revisory Board composed of at-
torneys and other experienced employees to act finally on applications
initially rejected or those presenting unusual problems of law or
procedure. The result of these improvements in organization has
been to standardize the practice of the Office and to establish a body .
- of precedents lookmg toward a more careful and consistent apphca-
tion of the provisions of the copyright law and of the rules for regis-
tration.

Personnel

Richard C. DeWolf, sometime .Assistant Register of Copyrights,
was appointed Acting Register of Copyrights to succeed Colonel
Bouvé on January 1, 1944. The position of Assistant Register thus
left vacant was ﬁlled by the promotion of Herbert A. Howell, who
returned to duties which had been éfficiently performed by hlm for
several years before his retirement in the latter part of 1941. Follow-
ing Mr. Howell's promotion, Simon Lasica assumed the position of
~Associate Attorney, formerly filled by Mr. Howell.

Other important changes in personnel have been the retirement on
December 1, 1943 of Maud C. Brady and the appointment on March 1,
1944 of William P. Siegfried as Executive Assistant.




* .+ Mrs. Brady entered’ the service: of the Copyright Office onr Novem- B
ber 16, 1914 and was advanced to positions of much responsibility, -
including in turn Chief of the Certificate Division, Chief of the Index
and Cataloging Division, Chief Coordinator, and Special Assistant to -
the Register of Copyrights, mcludmg membership of the Revisory - -

Board. Mrs. Brady’s long service was characterized by marked execu-

tive ability and conscientious attention to detail. The employees who
‘served under ‘her owe much to the high standards. of accuracy and

industry which she always urged upon them.

Mr. Siegfried’s many years of experience in néarly all phases"‘ |

of Copyright Office work and his satisfactory service as Junior Admin-
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i

istrative Assistant qualified him for the larger respon51b1ht1es of the

newly-created position of Executlve Assmtant which he is eﬂiclently
hmdlmg

. 'While the stringent labor situstion produced by the war has resulted o
in a continued deficiency in the number of employees in the Copyright -

" Office, averaging during the past year about 20, there has been somse -

recent improvement, and the Office has been able in part to overtake

the arrearage of work which had accumulated. The outlook for the -

. future in this respect is more encouragmg than it was at the end of "

. the last fiscal- year : :

Pubhcauom

The series of Copynght Oﬂice bulletins cdntmmng decisions of the
- Umted States courts involving copyright was continued by the issuance .~
‘ on October 11,1943 of Bulletin 23 containing cases decided durmg the L
“second half of 1939 through 1940. This bulletin also contains' two, -
.. opinions of the Attorney Geperal relating to fees to be paid for regis- -

'~ tration of prints and labels and, as an appendix, a case decided by the .

United States Supreme Court subsequent to the period covered by the
bulletin, namely, Fred Fisher Music Co., Inc., et al-v.' M. Wztmwrk &

Sons (318 U. S.643; 57 U. S. P. Q. 50), which was included out of

its normal order because of its immediate importance. ' The copy fer -
the next bulletin of copyright cases, No. 24, went to the Public Printer
on June 28. This bulletin w1ll ‘contain cases reported durmg 1941

through 1945. - S

Tlns long-expected proclamatlon extendlng on behalf of Brltlsh&f. .
i natlonals and citizens of Palestine the time- for: secur'mg hdvmteﬁz’ir‘»

Proclamauon o f the Presldent under the Act o_f Seplember 25 1 941
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_copyright and renewal of copyright, was issued March 10, 1944. Its
effect is to prolong indefinitely the period of 60 days provided for'
deposit of an English book in the Copyright Office to secure ad interim .
copyright and similarly to extend the period of four months within
which the book must be re-manufactured in the United States. The
- period of one year before the expiration of the first term of copyright
within which application for renewal must be made is likewise in-
_definitely extended. In other words, for the works to which it applies,
all time limits fixed by the law for securing ad interim or renewal
copyrights are abrogated until the President revokes the proclamation.
The proclamation, however, does not apply to the British self-govern-
ing dominions. A British Order in Council, effective on the same
date, grants reciprocal rights. ,

The texts of the Proclamation and of the Order in Council have
been printed by the Copyright Office as Information Circular 84. A
mimeographed circular of the same number, explaining the effect of
the proclamation, has also been issued. :

b Copyright Bills in Congress N

The following bills relating to copyright were introduced during
the fiscal year, but none of them was reported out of committee:-

" H. B. 3672, 78th Congress, First Session. “A Bill to amend the

Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended, and for other purposes.”
Introduced by Mr. Gearhart on November 15, 1943, and referred to
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.
. This bill provides, ¢nter alia, for the prompt sale by the Alien
Property Custodian of enemy patents, trade-marks and copyrights -
vested in him, with certain exemptions, and for the regulation of fees
paid for the use of such patents, trade-marks and copyrights.

H. Res. 420, 78th Congress, Second Session. A resolution to in-
vestigate -the extent-to which the rights of persons engaged in art,
literature, science, mechanics, and the pure and useful arts in their
original thoughts, conceptions, and ideas leading to invention and
discovery have been and may be considered in law, equity, and com-
‘mon usage as property and proprietary rights, and the extent to
‘which such persons have beeén or may reasonably be protected in the
commercial .or other use of such original thoughts, conceptions, and
ideas; to report the results of such investigation, together with rec-
.ommendations for necessary legislation to protect for a limited time
‘the property and proprietary rights of such persons in their original
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thoughts, conceptions, and ideas leading to invention and discovery.

Submitted by Mr. Plumley on January 27, 1944, and referred to
the Committee on Rules. :

H. R. }408, 78th Congress, Sécond Sesswn “A Bill to codify and
enact into absolute law title 17 of the United States Code, entitled
‘Copyrights’.” Introduced by Mr. Keogh on March 14, 1944, and
referred to the Committee on Revision of the Laws.

H. Res. 504, 78th Congress, Second Session. “A resolution to inves-
tigate the question of effective legal protection for property and pro-
prletary rights and ownershlp in original thoughts, conceptions, and
ideas in art, literature, science, mechanics, and the pure and useful
arts.” Substantlally identical with H. Res. 420

Submitted by Mr. Arends on April 18, 1944, and referred to the
‘Committee on Rules.

H. R. /641, 78th Congress, Second Session. “A Bill to amend sec-
tion 4 of the Act entitled ‘An Act to transfer jurisdiction over com-
mercial prints and labels, for the purpose of copyright registration,
to the Register of Copyrights,’ approved July 31, 1989.” Introduced
by Mr. Lanham on Aprll 20, 1944, and referred to the Committee
on: Patents. '

8. 2039, 78th Congress, Second Session. . “A. Bill to permlt the
United States Government to use certain copyright material in fur-
therance of the national defense; to permit the Librarian of Congress
to make and furnish copies thereof for such purpose and to make
_ ond furnish any person a copy of copyrighted material for the pur-
pose of private research; and for other purposes.” Introduced by
Mr. Lucas on June 28, 1944 and referred to the Commlttee on the
lerary

Recent Important Decisions of the Courts in Copyright Cases

. The decisions of Circuit Courts of Appeals and of the United States
Supreme Court briefly summarized below appear in Bulletins 28 and
24 of the Copyright Office. Bulletin 23 is now available for distribu-
tion. Bulletin 24 was in the hands of the printer before the end of
the fiscal year and will appear in the near future. . .

Taylor Instrument Companies v. Fawley-Brost Company (139 Fed.
Rep. 98; in Bulletin 24). The Circuit Court of Appeals (7th Cir.)
held that charts for recording temperatures were not copyrightable,
and therefore not entitled to be registered as drawings of a scientific
or technical character, or in any other class mentioned in the Act.
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The court was of the opinion that such charts are objects of use and
not explanation or instruction, being essential mechanical elements
of the instruments on which they are used, and hence come within the
doctrine of Baker v. Selden, in which the Supreme Court long ago
denied copyright to blank forms essential to the operation of a system
of bookkeeping The Supreme Court declined to issue a writ of cer-
- tlorari to review the case.

Shilkret v. Musicraft Records, Ino. (131 Fed. 2d 929 in Bulletin
24). Here the Circuit Court of Appeals (2d Cir.), overrulmg the
lower court, held that the first proviso to Section 1 (e) of the Copy-
right Act securing copyright control of mechanical reproduction of
music, published and copyrighted after July 1, 1909, applies equally
to both unpublished and published musical works. Reasoning a priori,
the court concluded that, notwithstanding the language used, it was
not the purpose of the proviso to effect a discrimination between the
two but merely to confine the right of mechanical reproduction to com-
positions copyrighted after the effective date of the Act. The Su-
preme Court refused to issue a writ of certiorari to review the decision.

Fred Fisher Music Co., Ine., et al v. M- Witmark & Sons (318 U. 8.
643; 57 U. S. P. Q. 50; m Appendlx to Bulletin 23). Under Section
23 of the Copyright Act a copyright in a musical composition lasts for
28 years, and the author can renew the copyright if he is still living,
by filing an application for renewal within a year before the expira-
tion of the. first 28-year period. Under Section 42 a copyright may
be assigned, whether it be the original copyright or the renewal copy-
right, after it has been secured. But can the author, before the renewal
year arrives, bind himself by contract to assign away his interest in
the renewal copyright after he has subsequently secured it? In this
case the Supreme Court, affirming the Circuit Court of Appeals (2d
Cir.), answered the question in the affirmative.

Sheldon v. Metro-Goldwyn Pictures Corp. (309 U. S. 390; in Bul-
letin 23). Section 25 (b) of the Act provides that a copyright in-
fringer shall be liable: “To pay to the copyright proprietor such
damages as the copyright proprietor may have suffered due to the
infringement, as well as all the profits which the infringer shall have
made from such infringement . ...” The Circuit Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit had held that the defendant was entitled
to deduct from the profits payable to plaintiff such profits as came
from their efforts and expenditures, including the selection of the
actors, the preparation of scenery and costumes, the hiring of theaters,
etc., ete. This resulted in reducing the profits recoverable by plain-
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tiff to one-fifth of the total net profits. The Supreme Court granted
" certiorari and rendered an opinion affirming the judgment of the Cir-
~ cuit Court of Appeals,
Respectfully submitted, : '
Ricuarp C. DeEWorr,
Acting Register of Copyrights,
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BULLETIN NO. 3. Cloth, 35¢.
l7£opynght Eigg%tments of the Umted States, . 1783-1906. 2d ed. rev.,
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BULLETIN NO. 8. Cloth, 65c. .
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CATALOG OF COPYRIGHT ENTRIES OF BOOKS AND OTHER
ARTICLES REGISTERED UNDER THE COPYRIGHT LAW, Sub-
scriptions, $10 per year. Also obtainable in sections as follows:

Part I, Group 1. Books. Monthly, with annual index (13 nos.), $3 per
year.

Part I, Group 2. Pamphlets leaﬂets, contributions to newspapers or
}Rerlodlcals etc., lectures, sermons, saddresses for oral delivery, maps.

Jonthly, with annual index (13 noss $3 per year.

Part I, Group 3. Dramatic composxtlons, motion pictures. Monthly,
with annual index (13 nos.), $2 per year.

Part II. Periodicals. Quarterly with annual index (4 nos.), $2 per year.
$3Parf. ITII. Musical compositions. Monthly, with annual index (13 nos.),

per year.

Part IV. Works of art, reproductions of a work of art, dra.wmgs or plastic

works of ‘a“scientific or technieal char eI, photographs, printé and pictorial
illustrations. Monthly, with anniial in ?3 nos.) $3-per yéar.
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veu ust 11, 1910. 7 pp. 1942, Free
DRA TATIC  COMPOSITIONS COPYRIGHTED IN THE UNITED-
STATES, 1870-1916. Cloth, $4.

Over 60,000 titles alphabet.lcally arranged, with complete index to authors,

pro rletors, translators, ete. 2 vols, v, 3,547 Pp- 40, 1918 -
INFORMATION CIRCULAR 4. Free.

Text of the Convention creating an International Union for the Protection
of Literary and Artistic Works, signed at Berne, 1886, ratified 1887, Amend-
ments agreed to at Paris, 1806, 13 pp. 4e.

INFORMATION CIRCULAR 4A. Free.

Text of the Convention creating an International Union for the Protection
of %xt)erai'y and Artlstlc Works, signed at Berlin, 1908. (English and French
. texts, 0

INFORMATIO CIRCULAR 4B. Free.

Additional protocol to the International Copyright Convention of Berlin,

1908, signed at Berne, 1914. (English and French texts.) 2 pp. 4.
INFORMATION CIRCULAR 4C. Free.

Convention creating an International Union for the Protectlon of Literary
and Artistic works, signed at- Berlin, 1908; revised, and signed at Rome,
June 2, 1928 (English translation with official French text, and Appendix.)

PROCLI{)MATION OF THE PRESIDENT EXTENDING THE TIME FOR
, OBTAINING COPYRIGHT FOR WORKS BY BRITISH NATIONALS
and BRITISH ORDER IN COUNCIL EXTENDING FOR AMERICAN
AUTHORS TIME FOR COMPLIANCE WITH BRITISH COPYRIGHT
ACT. 4pp.1944. Free,
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